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National Chaplain’s Message
Timothy Michael Cardinal Dolan

M
Y DEAR 

CATHOLIC 

DAUGHTERS, 

Spring is a time of new 

life. As the cold of winter 

wanes, gradually we see 

signs of life and growth 

all around us. It is a 

season of expectation and 

renewal. On the Church’s 

liturgical calendar, the 

penitential season of 

Lent is an opportunity for us to reflect upon God’s 

saving work in Jesus as we prepare to celebrate His 

glorious Resurrection. I think both of these times of 

change allow us to see in vivid ways the sacred spaces 

all around us.

What makes something sacred? While I’m sure 

people could come up with all sorts of different 

answers, I think on a basic level we can agree that 

something is sacred because in some way it bears the 

imprint or reflection of God. Our Holy Father, Pope 

Francis, has spoken beautifully about how this ought 

to shape our appreciation for and approach to caring 

for the environment, both in his encyclical Laudato 

Si, and in countless other addresses. His predecessor, 

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI, once expressed what 

makes creation sacred like this, “The beauty of 

creation is one of the sources where we can truly 

touch God’s beauty, we can see that the Creator exists 

and is good.”

Aren’t we fortunate to live in a country with such 

abundant examples of this truth! I know you are reading 

this from each region of the United States, and I suspect 

that you can each think of some area of natural beauty 

not too far away. Even in the dense, bustling, urban 

environment of Manhattan, I can take a walk through 

Central Park to catch a glimpse of the beauty of God’s 

creation! So, as spring blooms begin to appear, I hope 

that you will take a moment to recognize the sacred 

space of the environment that we all share.

Just as winter gives way to spring, so the prayer, 

fasting, and almsgiving we all undertake during Lent is 

meant to better prepare ourselves for the Resurrection 

of Jesus on Easter Sunday. It is a season where I hope 

we all spend a little more time in the sacred space of 

our local church. How many of you make a habit of 

praying the Stations of the Cross along the side walls 

of your parish or take part in the solemn liturgies of 

Holy Week? We recognize our churches as sacred 

spaces, but we can never forget what makes them so: 

the Real Presence of Jesus Christ in the tabernacle and 

at Mass. This celebration of the Paschal Mystery is the 

story of our salvation, which we ought to experience 

with profound gratitude during the Easter season.

As we think about the various liturgical celebrations 

that occur in the sacred space of our churches, we 

cannot forget how they all end: we are sent forth into 

the world to bring God’s love to those we encounter. 

Which brings me to one final consideration as we 

reflect on the theme of sacred space: the need to see 

God in others. Are the people in our lives not sacred? 

You bet! After all, they are made in God’s image as 

a result of His love, and Jesus died for their sins just 

as much as He died for yours and mine. Now, this 

might be easy to see when you think about your loved 

ones, such as family and friends. But it is all the more 

important to consider when we think of those, as Pope 

Francis likes to say, on the margins of society: the 

poor, the homeless, the immigrant, the refugee, the 

unborn child. It was my privilege recently to preach 

at the Vigil Mass of the March for Life, where I spoke 

about sanctuary: a place that beckons us, and where 

God offers His love and protection – a sacred space.

That’s why I am so grateful for all the wonderful 

work that you are doing as Catholic Daughters! 

Your faith and service so clearly demonstrate your 

recognition of the sacred spaces all around you 

– in God’s creation, in others, and in the Blessed 

Sacrament. May God continue to bless you throughout 

this Lent and Easter Season. 

Faithfully in Christ, 

Timothy Michael Cardinal Dolan 

Archbishop of New York 

National Chaplain

Timothy Michael Cardinal Dolan
Archbishop of New York

National Chaplain
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Articles for this issue were written by the above people.  They are listed 
in the order in which their stories appear (authors who wrote two 

stories are listed in the order of the first story that appears).
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✦ SAINT MARY MAGDALENE
Prophetess of Eucharistic Love
Fr. Sean Davidson

A powerful meditation on the life 
and faith of Mary Magdalene, the 

“Apostle to the Apostles” whom the 
Risen Christ appeared to fi rst to an-
nounce his Resurrection. Few people 
in the Gospels understood the love and 
mercy of Jesus as deeply as Magdalene. 
Eucharistic adoration is love of Christ 
truly present in the Blessed Sacrament, 
which is why she is a prophetess of 
Eucharistic love. In telling the story 
of Magdalene’s profound conversion 
after the Lord expelled seven demons 
from her soul, this book shows how she 
is a shining witness to the transform-
ing power of an encounter with Jesus 
Christ.
STMM-P . . . Sewn Softcover, $16.95

“This captivating book, a bracing 
immersion into the life, heart and 
soul of one of the most misunder-
stood saints, is rooted in Scripture, 
history, and deep contemplation.” 

—Carl Olson, Author, 
Did Jesus Really Rise from the Dead?

✦ THE HOLY SPIRIT, FIRE 
OF DIVINE LOVE
Fr. Wilfrid Stinissen

Acclaimed spiritual writer Fr. Stinis-
sen presents inspiring insights on 

the Holy Spirit, the third Person of the 
Holy Trinity, emphasizing the crucial 
importance of the Spirit in the spiritual 
life of a Christian. He illustrates how 
the Holy Spirit desires to live in us so 
that we can love God and others with 
God’s own love, and thus set the world 
ablaze with the fi re of divine love.
HSFDL-P . . .  Sewn Softcover, $14.95

“Masterfully illustrates how the 
Holy Spirit helps us in discerning 
God’s will. His profound refl ec-
tions invite us to experience deeper 
intimacy with the Lord.”

— Deacon Harold Burke-Sivers, 
Author, Behold the Man

“From the theoretical to the practi-
cal, from Scripture to the lives of 
the saints, this book is powerful in 
explaining the Holy Spirit in all his 
mystery.” — Stephen Ray, 

Author, Crossing the Tiber

✦ THE WAY OF PRAYER
Fr. Gabriel of St. Mary Magdalen, OCD

A renowned expert on Carmelite 
spirituality presents inspiring 

commentary on St. Teresa of Avila’s 
classic work, Way of Perfection, and 
on various forms of profound Chris-
tian prayer. He especially focuses on 
Teresa’s powerful meditations on the 
Our Father. As Jesus did in his Sermon 
on the Mount, Teresa fi rst teaches the 
necessary dispositions for prayer be-
fore teaching the diff erent kinds of 
prayer. Includes many quotes from St. 
Teresa and St. John of the Cross.
WOP-P . . .  Sewn Softcover, $16.95

“Fr. Gabriel’s book beautifully 
explains the way of Saint Teresa in 
showing us how to pray. He uses 
the experience of his monastic com-
munity to provide a reliable guide 
for all Christians to draw closer to 
God by contemplative prayer.”
— Fr. Joseph Koterski, S.J., Professor 

of Philosophy, Fordham University

Growing in the Fire 
of  Divine Love��Growing in the Fire 
of  Divine Love



“S
ACRED SPACES” ARE EASY TO 

SPEAK ABOUT AS A PRIEST. I WORK, 

 live, and almost always have access to 

sacred spaces in my home or at my church. Obviously 

the sacred spaces of visits to the Blessed Sacrament, 

the time we spend in confession, Mass, Eucharistic 

Adoration, and Rosary creates sacred spaces but 

here are some other ways to create sacred spaces in 

everyday spaces.

It becomes a bit more difficult to carve out that Sacred 

Space when I visit my family, go on vacation, or drop 

in on friends. There just aren’t the same opportunities 

as when I’m right here in the thick of it, in the religious 

landscape of a rectory or parish church.

So I write with some awareness of the difficulty, albeit 

passing, of creating sacred spaces in our lives at home or at 

work. How to find time to pray when a husband constantly 

has Fox News on, how to quiet yourself when the darn 

phone won’t stop beeping or buzzing and the almost 

impossible task it can seem of “intentionally choosing 

God’s Will” in busy moments of decision making.

Begin to “barricade” your sacred spaces. If your kids 

are grown, why not use their room as a reading or prayer 

room? Creating a set sacred space for spiritual reflection 

with just a prominent crucifix and chair for the Rosary or 

Scripture reading may be the way to go.

“Barricade” your phone for sacred time. Make it known 

on your voicemail that you’ll answer calls two times a 

day say at 3:30 pm and 7:30 pm. It’ll allow you to respond 

thoughtfully rather than instantly.

“Barricade” your options for holy discernment. Don’t 

be afraid to say, give me some time to think about that, or 

stand back and ask the Holy Spirit to reveal the path that 

seems, by scripture and Church teaching to be the right 

way to go.

These are just three ways to create a sacred space by 

reclaiming the sanity and sanctity which our lives are 

meant to have. There are many more. May God bless 

you as you discover, desire, and do the things necessary 

to embrace the already sacred spaces we have in the 

treasures of the Catholic Church and create new ones in 

your homes and hearts as well.

Sincerely in Christ, 
Rev. Jeffrey J. Maurer 
National Clergy Consultant 

Rev. Jeffrey J. Maurer,
National Clergy Consultant

National Clergy  
Consultant’s Message
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money now; we’ll bill only your fi rst installment prior to shipment. 
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©2017 HC.  All Rights Reserved.  ©Dona Gelsinger, Gelsinger 
Licensing Group, White City, OR.  All Rights Reserved.
©2017 HC.  All Rights Reserved.  ©Dona Gelsinger, Gelsinger 
Licensing Group, White City, OR.  All Rights Reserved.

©2017 HC.  All Rights Reserved.  ©Dona Gelsinger, Gelsinger 

Licensing Group, White City, OR.  All Rights Reserved.

LIMITED EDITION

   For Fastest Service, Order Online Now At

HamiltonCollection.com/MyGuide

09-06570 -001-BI
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Signature_____________________________________________

 *Add a total of $13.00 for shipping and service.  Deliveries to FL and IL will be billed appropriate sales tax.  All 

orders are subject to product availability and credit approval.  Allow 6 to 8 weeks after initial payment for shipment. 
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EAR CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS, 
As I began to write this article for the 

spring issue of Share, I took time to think 
and do a little research on the theme - Sacred 
Space. Developing this article on sacred space 
has been a personally rewarding experience. 
This is not a topic I have addressed before, and it 
challenged my own spiritual growth. What does 
sacred space really mean to me especially with 
all my responsibilities and my travels? How do I 
work this concept into my “life on the road” with 
a different schedule from day to day?

After much reading and research, I came to understand the 
definition of sacred space. It is the place that you designate 
as a religious place invoking the Spirit or the Lord. It can be a 
formal place of worship such as a church or temple or a state 
of mind to which you can retreat and withdraw from worldly 
distractions, or a physical or mental location where you 
feel connected with and in communication with the Lord. 
Therefore, in each of the stops I had to designate a place that 
I called my sacred space.

Since the last issue of Share, there were many physical 
sacred spaces. I participated in Vespers with the Bishops 
from the USCCB in Washington, DC. This took place at the 
St. John Paul II Center. This was definitely sacred space for 
me. Timothy Cardinal Dolan, our National Chaplain, led 
the group in Vespers, and it was followed by a presentation 
explaining the Convocation that will take place in July 2017, 
in Orlando, Florida. I couldn’t help but think this was sacred 
space for me that day because I had time to reflect and pray.

I was fortunate to get a room at the Washington Retreat 
House for the Franciscan Sisters right next to the Center. 
Once again, this was sacred space for me. They were most 
cordial, and I was greeted by Sister Eileen. She recognized 
my New York accent immediately. She was from Willsboro, 
New York, and the cousin of Rita Devan. In the quiet of this 
convent, I had time for prayer and reflection before I began 
my journey to the airport and back home.

It wasn’t long after that I journeyed to Santa Barbara, 
California, for the 100th Anniversary of Court Santa Barbara 
#293. I had the opportunity to meet and speak with so many 
Catholic Daughters from many courts in the state. California 
is definitely a state with sacred spaces. There were beautiful 
Churches and beautiful scenery. I enjoyed both the mountains 
and the ocean as well. I was definitely in a place with sacred 
space, and I had time once again for prayer and reflection.

During the month of November, I attended seven Memorial 
Masses in New York State. The sacred space for each one was 
so very different but yet very meaningful.

I had the opportunity to go to New Bern, North Carolina, 
for their Board meeting.

On Saturday Nancy Jean Stewart was laid to rest. I attended 
her funeral Mass with the State Officers. However, I will not 

mention the twenty hours that it took me to 
get from New Bern, North Carolina to Newark, 
New Jersey. Believe it or not, an airport can 
become a sacred space, and in this case, a 
mini-retreat and time of reflection.

It was soon time to get ready for Christmas 
and the birth of Christ in our hearts once 
again. We had to find sacred space in spite 
of all the materialism and bustling activity 
that makes it Christmas. In order to do this, I 
needed to spend time in prayer and reflection 

on what is really important in our lives.
In spite of the cold weather, the Executive Officers were 

soon off to the national office where we worked on developing 
a budget for the coming year. Once that was completed, we 
headed for Washington, DC, for the March for Life. I attended 
the Leadership Mass with Olga at the St. John Paul II Center 
where the Most Reverend Joseph F. Naumann, Archbishop of 
Kansas City, was the Celebrant and Homilist. We then ventured 
to the Basilica for the Vigil Mass where we met up with the 
National Board. We geared up for the day of the March.

Tom Panas graciously set up the opportunity for us 
to be interviewed on EWTN. This is always a wonderful 
experience. We then headed for the March. This was no easy 
task for some of us. After the March, hot chocolate sounded 
very good and was most welcomed by all.

Margaret Sitte arranged for a speaker for the Legislative 
meeting that took place at the Saturday morning brunch. All 
Catholic Daughters at the March were welcome to attend 
the talk. Our speaker this year was Jo Tolck, the Executive 
Director of Human Life Alliance, a national pro-life 
organization with headquarters in Minnesota. HLA works 
to protect life from conception to natural death. She spoke 
about end-of-life issues because so many state legislatures are 
in the midst of euthanasia legislation. Jo is so knowledgeable 
and such a kind person. Margaret got to know her at the 
Catholic Leadership Conferences. It was time well spent 
before we all went our separate ways.

Each week I had a variety of activities that could easily 
have been distractions; however, it was a challenge for me to 
find, amidst all the activity, my own “Sacred Space” and take 
time out to be alone with the Lord and become refocused.

There are places that are conducive to communication and 
prayer, but when these places are not available, you must 
establish them within for yourself. It will be your challenge 
in 2017 to find your own Sacred Space and return to it 
frequently to renew and refresh your spirit. Find time each 
day to be alone with the Lord and you will find the fullness 
and light His presence brings.

In Unity and Charity, 
Helene Shepard, National Regent 

Helene Shepard,
National Regent

National Regent’s Message
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America’s National 
Parks - 00055  Leather Cover - 
00151 Labels - 00055�

Le Rooster - 00217 
Leather Cover and Labels - 00217�

Lighthouse 
Inspirations - 00635
Leather Cover and Labels - 00635�

Best of Thomas 
Kinkade - 00590  Eight images.  
Leather Cover and Labels - 00590�

Faith, Hope, Christ - 00633 
Fabric Cover and Labels - 00633�

Dreamcatchers - 
01045  Leather Cover and 
Labels - 01045�

Chevron Chic - 00678
Fabric Cover and 
Labels - 00678 �

Blue Safety - 00027
One image. 
Leather Cover and 
Labels - 00155 �

Polka Dots - 00616
Fabric Cover and 
Labels - 00616 �

Refl ections - 00125
Leather Cover and 
Labels - 00125 �

Parchment - 00612
Burgundy Leather Cover - 
00030-004  
Labels - 00032-008 �

Side Tear, Top Stub & Desk Sets Now Available. 
Order by phone or web today!

BUY ONE...GET ONE FREE!BUY ONE...GET ONE FREE!
*

EASY AS 1-2-3!

SHOOT. 

CONFIRM. 

SEND.

WE ARE MOBILE!

Frozen - 00931
Leather Cover and Labels - 00931�

Quality and Artistry in a Name You Can Trust

Lena Liu’s Floral 
Borders - 00088 w/optional verse “Lord 
bless and keep you.” - 00117  Leather 
Cover and Labels - 00088�

Touch of Color - 00905
Leather Cover and Labels - 00905�

Lightning Strikes - 
00178  Leather Cover and 
Labels - 00178�

5th Avenue - 00155
One image. Leather 
Cover and Labels - 
00155 �

Basic - 00680  One image.
Leather Cover - 00451-004  
Labels - 00032-008 �

Painted Ponies - 00600 
Leather Cover and Labels - 00600�

Marjolein’s Garden - 
00377  Leather Cover and 
Labels - 00377�

Hello Kitty® Colors - 
01079  Leather Cover and
Labels - 01079�

*LIMITED TIME OFFER FOR NEW CUSTOMERS WHEN YOU 
BUY 2 OR 4 BOXES OF SINGLE TOP TEAR CHECKS.

A portion of the proceeds will be donated to a national no-kill animal shelter.

3 EASY WAYS TO ORDER

1. PHONE 1-800-323-8104
 Phone Hours: Mon-Fri 7:00 am to 10:00 pm (CT)
 Sat/Sun 7:00 am to 9:00 pm (CT)
 Mention offer code to receive this special offer. 2-box minimum and processing fee 

apply. Se habla Español. Call for Signature Required Delivery option. 

2. INTERNET —SAFE SECURE SITE
 www.BradfordExchangeChecks.com

3. MAIL—Send completed Order Form 
Also Include

 1. Payment check or money order (no cash please)
 2. Voided Check with changes noted OR Reorder Form
 3. Deposit Slip from same account Mail to address at the top of coupon 

WE’REMOBILE!

FREE Standard Shipping

Mickey Mouse Icons - 00903
Leather Cover and Labels - 00903�

Rose Petal Blessings 
w/inspiration “Joy” - 00060
Leather Cover and Labels - 00060�

American Pride - 00930
Leather Cover and Labels - 00930�

Chicago Cubs - Major 
League Baseball - 00145  Leather Cover 
and Labels - 00145�
All 30 teams available!

SAVE UP TO 45%!

Visit us online at:  artfulimpressions.com

The Bradford 
Exchange presents 
a full selection of 
cards, invitations, 

and more!
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Sacred Space is a rarity in this world; the world we live 
in is full of noise. It’s easy to feel overwhelmed by the 
pressures that surround us: work, deadlines, bills, 

traffic, social media, health issues...the responsibilities and 
stress of daily life seem to drown us. Is it any wonder that 
American’s suffer from anxiety, depression, and loneliness 
more than any other generation before us? We’re desperate 
for respite – we dream of vacations in exotic places where 
we can be at peace, ideally in a hammock on a beach. If 
only a vacation wasn’t so expensive and could fit into our 
schedules, am I right?

Hammocks and beaches notwithstanding, I offer you 
an alternative we can use to create a place of peace and 
contemplation that will not only aid us in our triumph over 
the over-anxious, depressed, and lonely world we live in but 
also grow in our personal faith walks with Christ. Creating 
a sacred space in our lives is a simple and affordable way 
to center ourselves, our families, and our homes. I have 
created my own with a home altar. Let me tell you about it.

I have a personalized home altar. A beautiful cross on the 
altar helps me focus my prayer each day. My favorite statue 

of Our Lady of Fatima smiles down on me. Alongside I have 
a Rosary, a Bible, and a candle. Pictures of my parents sit 
on top of the altar, and the pictures remind me that they are 
praying for me.

It’s my place of quiet and reflection that allows me to 
bring myself to the Lord with confidence. My home altar is 
where I submit myself to God’s will, find strength, hear His 
voice, and prepare myself to take on the noisy world.

I encourage each of my sisters in the Catholic Daughters 
to develop her own sacred space. It doesn’t need to be a 
home altar – maybe it’s a quiet corner in your bedroom with 
a nice chair in the sun where you can dive into Scripture. 
Or maybe it's a patio chair where you can watch the breeze 
blow through the grass or trees. It doesn’t matter where 
your sacred space is, as long as you have one and actually 
take the time to use it. As women, we feel compelled not to 
take time out for ourselves. I challenge you to fight against 
this notion and recognize that you are worth taking a few 
moments of time for yourself to grow closer to Christ. I pray 
you find your sacred space, wherever that may be, and come 
to know Jesus Christ in a more personal and intimate way.   

SpaceSacred
Emily Guilherme  |  National Secretary-Treasurer
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Our Holy Catholic Church has long acknowledged 
the mission and grace of women in bringing God 
and His love into the world. The Second Vatican 

Council’s Message to Women on December 8, 1965, speaks 
to the influence of women in the world, “That is why, at 
this moment when the human race is undergoing so deep a 
transformation, women imbued with a spirit of the Gospel 
can do so much to aid humanity in not falling.” Saint Pope 
John Paul II, in his Apostolic Letter Mulieris Dignitatem- On 
The Dignity and Vocation of Women (August 15, 1988) says, 
“The moral and spiritual strength of a woman is joined to 
her awareness that God entrusts the human being to her in 
a special way.”

Catholic Daughters from early on have taken seriously 
the responsibility of bringing the aid and love of God into 
the world- doing their part in bringing sacred and holy 
space into the world. Our sisterhood in its beginning was 
for the large part Irish immigrants or daughters of Irish 
immigrants. The organization was a sacred place for these 
women who faced discrimination in those years as Irish 
Catholic immigrants. The order was mindful of and warned 
against stereotyping other ethnic groups to provide a warm 

and safe place for all Catholic women members.
The Order carried its sisterhood and its sacred space for 

Catholic women out of the United States beginning in 1920. 
The order instituted two courts in Canal Zone in the 1920s, 
six courts in Puerto Rico in 1921 with a total of sixty-four 
courts instituted to date, three Canadian courts in the 1920s, 
four courts in Cuba in 1929, eight courts in the Dominican 
Republic in the 1970s, four courts in Guam starting in 1972, 
a court in the Virgin Islands in 1972, five courts in Mexico 
beginning in the 1970s, a court in Saipan in 1986, a court in 
Kenya in 2015, and three courts in Peru in 2016.

The Catholic Daughters have provided aid to military 
personnel, their families, and victims of wars from its 
inception. They have supported missionaries in the Far 
East and throughout the world as well as Catholic schools 
and seminaries. Local courts have provided aid to the 
homeless, hungry, aged, ill, abused, and dying throughout 
the Americas and beyond.

Just as the Vatican II message above calls women to do, 
the Catholic Daughters have always and continue today 
to “do so much to aid humanity in not falling" by creating 
these sacred spaces in our world.  

© PhotoTourism DC

CDA Creating 
in the World

Sacred Space
Vickie Feist  |  Second Vice National Regent
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March for Life 2017
R E F L E C T I O N S

I think we can all agree that the March for Life 2017 
was an awesome experience. The number of people 
in attendance was extraordinary this year. We did not 

have the challenge of bad weather, but instead we had 
the challenge of heightened security as a result of Vice 
President Pence speaking at the rally before the March. 
The National Officers Helene, Olga, Sherry, Vickie and Emily 
and the Directors who have contributed to this article were 
in attendance as well as Mary Impellizeri who brings and 
carries the CDA Banner each year. Many Catholic Daughters 
marched with us, and others marched with their own 
parishes and youth groups.

A highlight for CDA was when, for the first time we can 
recall, Olga and I had the opportunity as the national regent-
elect and national regent to sit in the Sanctuary during the 
Vigil Mass. This was pre-arranged by our National Chaplain, 
Timothy Michael Cardinal Dolan. It was an honor for us to 
represent all Catholic Daughters.

Thanks to Public Relations Chairman Tom Panas, First 
Vice National Regent Sherry and I had the wonderful 
opportunity to be interviewed by Damian at EWTN before 
the March began. This can be viewed on EWTN.

I have asked each of the National Directors in attendance 
to write her own reflections and perceptions of the March.

By Helene Shepard, Peggy Guckin, Susan Moné, Arline Rich, Essie Walker

A Colorful View of the Marchers

Helene Shepard
National Regent
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National Board in the Pews at Vigil Mass

Catholic Daughters Process Holding the CDA Banner High

Massachusetts First Vice State Regent Patricia 
Abruzese Johnston with her husband.

Reflections from National Director 
Peggy Guckin

I had the awesome opportunity to take 
part and to be up front to participate in the 
38th Annual Right to Life Vigil Mass held in 
the Great Upper Church of the Basilica of the 

National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception.
Attending the Mass were people from all walks of life and 

thousands of young people from all over the country – all 
here for one reason, the support of life. People lined the walls 
and stood next to the pews in all the side aisles to participate 
in this very special Mass. The overflow attending watched on 
monitors on the lower level of the basilica. The young were 
respectful and joyful, but sober remembering all the babies 
who had been aborted. The youth were there to proclaim life.

Before the Mass, the Chaplet of Divine Mercy was led 
by Franciscan Sisters of the Renewal. As we were praying, 
I could not help but observe all the seminarians entering 
the sanctuary from the Chapel. What a beautiful sight! We 
prayed for their continued service to the Lord and that one 
day they, too, will be priests. Then the procession started 
with Deacons, Priests, Bishops, and Cardinals including the 
principal celebrant and homilist, Timothy Michael Cardinal 
Dolan, Archbishop of New York and Chairman, USCCB 
Committee on Pro-Life Activities, and most importantly, our 
National Chaplain.

Cardinal Dolan’s homily was brief, to-the-point, and an 
eye-opener. You could not help but think about his message. 
He spoke in regards to us being in a sanctuary, a place of 
protection, all standing as one in faith. Cardinal Dolan also 
spoke of our Nation as a sanctuary for the refugees and 
immigrants who are leaving their homeland to find safety 
and security.

Many who attended Mass were joined by busloads of the 
faithful on Friday at the demonstration rally at the Mall to 
listen to the speeches and to stand and give pro-life testimony 
as they walked and prayed for the end of abortion.

Let us continue to pray for an end of abortion. Furthermore, 
let us remember to pray for the respect of life at all stages.
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Clergy Processing After Vigil MassYouth of all ages showed their support

Renewal of Personal 
Commitment 
by National Director 
Arline Rich

Come to the March for Life! 
Come and see the thousands 

at the Vigil Mass. Yes, thousands are there 
wearing their identifying hats, tee shirts, jackets 
or rugby scarves, just as we Catholic Daughters 
wear. The adjectives to describe them are polite, 
quiet, courteous, friendly, and serious, and 
the list goes on and on. They are the groups of 
teenagers little-known in today’s news. 20,000 
attended the Youth Rally and Mass at the Verizon 
Center in DC. Seeing these young people make 
the purpose of the March for Life so important.

I was proud to be with the Catholic Daughters 
and the teenagers, arriving five hours early to 
obtain good seats, for the Opening Mass and 
National Prayer Vigil for Life “For Giving Thanks 
to God for the Gift of Human Life,” at the 
National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception. 
Many Seminarians were present. This is the 
time each year to renew my commitment to 
spiritually adopt a child.

“Jesus, Mary and Joseph, I love you very 
much. I beg you to spare the life of the unborn 
baby that I have spiritually adopted who is 
in danger of abortion.” Prayer of Archbishop 
Fulton J. Sheen.

First Time Attendee 
by National Director Essie Walker

Being a first-time attendee, my participation 
in the 2017 March for Life will be an experience 
that will remain with me for years to come.

It was such a beautiful sight to see so many 
Catholics gathered for Mass at the Basilica of the National 
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception Church. The opening 
Mass, National Prayer Vigil for Life with the theme, “For Giving 
Thanks To God For The Gift Of Human Life” was most fitting for 
the occasion. It was a blessing to be in attendance to hear His 
Eminence Timothy Cardinal Dolan’s homily on “The Church and 
the Mother’s Womb as a Sacred Sanctuary.”

As I gathered along the street with other Catholic Daughters 
on the day of the March, I could feel the energy and enthusiasm 
among the crowd. We marched in unity with our CDA banner held 
high. Just knowing we were all there to support the same cause 
was amazing. Along with everyone else in attendance, I was there 
to help celebrate and promote life. It warmed my heart to see the 
younger generation carrying signs stating they were the Pro-Life 
Generation.

At the National Board Legislative meeting, I had the 
opportunity to hear a wonderful speaker Jo Tolck, the retiring 
Executive Director of Human Life Alliance. Her topic centered 
on how to protect life from conception to natural death. The 
information she shared was very informative and helpful. Special 
thanks to Margaret Sitte for arranging for this annual meeting.

To the National Board members, National Directors and 
Executive Director, Mary Impellizeri, thank you all for the 
fellowship we all experienced.
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National Regent Helene Shepard Pennsylvania State Secretary 
Margaret Giordano

First Vice National Regent Sherry Nilles

Pennsylvania State Treasurer Lisa McAnnBasilica After Vigil Mass

The March for Life  
a Wonderful Blessing 
by National Director Susan Moné

There are times in all of our lives that we 
remember exactly where we were and what we 
were doing when we heard tragic news. For me 

January 22, 1973, was one of them. When I heard the news of the 
passing of Roe v Wade, I was cradling my 6 week old son, and I 
cried at the thought that a mother could choose abortion.

Attending the March for Life once again was a wonderful blessing 
for me. Each March has been a little different but with the same 
common focus and goal. We are all in DC to be the voice for the 
most vulnerable of our society. It is exhilarating and humbling to 
have this opportunity to represent my Catholic Daughter sisters in 
our efforts to make a difference to protect God’s children. Mother 
Theresa said “If you can’t do something big, do something small 
in a big way.” I feel that as an individual, I am doing something 
small, but combined with hundreds of thousands joining together 
on a cold January morning, we are doing something big. I sensed 
an added enthusiasm this year after the rally with Vice President 
Pence speaking and stating “pro-life is winning.” For forty-four 
years, the Catholic Daughters have joined to fight this steep uphill 
journey, and, as a result, changes are happening. It may be baby 
steps, but we are headed in the right direction. All of us need to 
keep the momentum going by our continued prayer with deep 
faith. We need to continue the activities from our CDA courts who 
are actively standing up for Life.

“To do the impossible start by doing what is necessary, then do 
what is possible; suddenly you are doing the impossible.”

St. Francis of Assisi  
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Picture a green forest meadow 
overflowing with trees and 
valleys. Here and there 

sunlight breaks through the shade of 
the trees giving a pool of gold among 
the green. Or, picture a garden filled 
with white and red roses. Look for a 
bench. Rest and enjoy the scents and 
colors. Both of the scenarios can be 
a sacred place for developing lifelong 
adventures in silent communication 
with your God. But the “location” of 
a sacred place is not necessarily a 
physical location. A willing, helpful, 
caring heart in communion with God 
can be a sacred place.

Within this sacred place the willing 
heart can listen and communicate 
with God on the following four topics 
of leadership:

• Serving the greatest good,

•  The means to achieve shared 
values,

•  Engaging others in the pursuit of 
achieving the mission, and

• Using foresight for the long view.
The four sacred topics were listed 

in Sacred Leadership Leading for the 
Greatest Good by James W. Davis. 
These can be applied to the Catholic 
Daughters of the Americas when the 
heart is chosen as a sacred place.

Serving the greatest good
Aristotle said, “One citizen differs 

from another, but the salvation of the 
community is the common business 
of them all.” Leadership must be 
concerned with serving the greatest 
good by serving as willing listeners 
and setting the example of the 
common good for all members. Every 

member must be allowed to have a 
voice in discussions. With the common 
good as a goal, it should be easy to 
reach an agreement; however, that 
is not always true. Conflict can arise 
when strong individualism overrules 
the common good. As a member of 
Catholic Daughters, our sacred place 
in the heart must recognize and honor 
our own individualism as well as the 
common good. A prayerful heart helps 
in the recognition and acceptance of 
this principle.

The means to achieve  
shared values

Serving the greatest good speaks 
to the what or why of the sacred 
places in the heart. Shared values 
speak to how we interact with 
others in our organization and our 

Sacred Places
              in LeadershipSherry Nilles
1st Vice National Regent
National Leadership Chairman
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Father Peyton Center
800-299-7729  

www.FamilyRosary.org
The family that prays  

together stays together.

Save
the Dates!

June 3 & Oct. 7
Special Anniversary

Events

Founded in 1942 by Servant of God 
Patrick Peyton, “The Rosary Priest,” 
Family Rosary helps families grow 
closer to God through family prayer. 
We also honor Father Peyton, C.S.C.,  
on the 25th anniversary of his 
death. Join us in this special year of 
anniversaries and the related special 
events coming up!

Congratulations to all the Courts 
celebrating anniversaries in 2017!

Family Rosary: 
Celebrating   

75 years of helping 
families pray

community and are the foundation 
upon which Catholic Daughters is 
built. Values describe standards of 
behavior, especially in relationship to 
others. The values of our organization 
can serve as a magnet to other like-
minded women. Women take great 
pride in belonging to an organization 
that shares their values and feel a 
deeper connection with that group. 
Honesty, mutual respect and shared 
values are included in the sacred 
places of a compassionate heart.

Engaging others in the pursuit 
of achieving the mission

No one person can have all the 
attributes to be the perfect leader. 
Our mission and values form the 
basis for encouraging women to join 
Catholic Daughters. These attract 

women by asking them to be a part of 
the organization and engaging their 
diverse skills. To encourage women 
to join, all members of the court must 
be treated with fairness and respect. 
Proper appreciation when a court 
member suggests or implements a 
needed change or new project creates 
a feeling of acceptance and pride in our 
organization. The member, especially a 
new member, feels they are appreciated 
and seen as valued members of the 
organization. The appreciative heart of 
that member then becomes a sacred 
place for her that can be shared with 
others in the group.

Using foresight for the long 
view

“Seeing the future” or the ability 
to imagine the possibilities and 
recognizing that many futures are 
possible is using foresight for the long 
view. Foresight looks at what could 
happen based on the events, trends 
and conditions of the present. This 
is good and necessary. But a longer 
vision is needed to make changes 
that the Catholic Daughters, as an 
organization, want to see happen. A 
sacred place in the willing heart sees 
the good Catholic Daughters do and 
envisions the unlimited possibilities 
in the future of this outstanding 
organization. Leadership provides 
the opening, but every member using 
foresight is needed to complete the 
longer view and keep the Catholic 
Daughters of the Americas alive and 
moving forward.

The sacred place of your heart is your 
very own sacred place. It can be shared 
with others or hidden under the basket 
for only one person to use. As a leader, 
the hope is that you will share your 
sacred place for the greater honor and 
glory of God and the Catholic Daughters 
of the Americas.  
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As we move through life, we all work hard to carve 
out our own space in the world—a space where 
we belong, where we feel comfortable, where we 

feel loved and accepted, a space where we are at home. 
Whether a space is large or small, and whether we live in 
it alone or with others, we all try to find a space we can 
call our own. We take care to protect that space, and we 
are careful whom we allow to enter. We make that space 
a haven for ourselves and for those we love, and we fight 
to protect it and all who are within. Even in our workplace, 
we carve out our space, our niche. We work out where we 
fit in, and we make that space our own. If allowed, we will 
decorate our little corner of the office with pictures of loved 
ones or sports teams or any other paraphernalia that says, 
“This is me.” “This is who I am.”

The more we grow to love these spaces, the more special 
they become to us, and when we have to leave a space, 
that parting is often difficult—maybe even traumatic. That 
place becomes more than a building, more than a house, 
more than an office; it has become a sacred space because 
we have spent significant moments of our life in that space.

As Catholic Daughters, we have another sacred space—
our court’s space. I am not really referring to the room in 
which we meet—although we can and should make that 
space welcoming and beautiful. I am referring to the sacred 
space we create for ourselves as sisters in Christ. It can be 
such a special place, but it can also be easily destroyed by 
neglect or carelessness.

As court members, at least once a month we spend 
some time together in prayer. We also spend some time 
in discussion and planning. If we are not careful, those 
important tasks of prayer and planning can become just 
something we need to take care of quickly so that can get 
home. We can lose the sense of the sacred. The time that 

we have together for prayer is a special gift from God. As 
women, we rarely take time to pray for ourselves. We need 
to be uplifted by our sisters, we need to feel their support, 
we need to know that they are bringing our joys and our 
sorrows, our needs and our problems before God. We also 
need to know, completely and without doubt, that as we 
pray together, God is present—not because we wish it, not 
because we hope it, but because Christ himself made us a 
promise, “For where two or three are gathered together in 
my name, there am I in the midst of them.” (Matthew 18:20) 
That time we have to pray and experience God together is 
sacred, and we should never cut that time short or discount 
its importance. That sacred time of prayer is at the root of 
who we are and what we do.

Our planning time is also sacred—even if what we 
are planning does not seem to be particularly holy. We 
must remember, we are not just planning a bake sale or 
coordinating the Easter Lily sale, we are using our time 
and our talent and maybe even using our fundraising skills 
to serve God and His people. It is not important that we 
can give a lot to one project and not so much to another, 
and it is not so important if someone else’s effort seems 
to be more than ours for any one project. All that matters 
is that at any given time and for any given project, we give 
everything we can. We make that project sacred by giving 
our all for God’s glory.

None of us know how long we will have on this earth. 
Our time is short, "My days are swifter than a weaver's 
shuttle…” (Job 7:6)

Let’s together make every minute of it count by 
recognizing that whether we are at home or at church, 
at work or at the CDA meeting, everything we do, every 
relationship we build, and every moment that we spend 
is sacred.  

Recognizingthe Sacred 
Olga Samaniego  |  National Spiritual Enhancement Chairman, National Regent Elect
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Now, the faith, hope and comfort of a loved one in Heaven is 

expressed as a personalized cross featuring one of the most 
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Being informed on End-of-Life Issues CouldSave your Life                           

When Catholic Daughters’ National Board 
members gather in Washington, DC, each year 
for the March for Life, they also have an Annual 

Legislative Meeting to review legislative action alerts, 
discuss Operation Morningstar, and hear from a national 
organization on issues of legislative importance. This 
year’s speaker was Jo Tolck, former executive director and 
ongoing consultant with Human Life Alliance.

Since 1977, Human Life Alliance (humanlife.org) has been 
educating millions of people on abortion, euthanasia, and 
chastity. They have reached more than 212 million people 
in every state, in 86 countries, and on every continent. 
End of life issues are increasingly important. Euthanasia 
or physician-assisted suicide was introduced in the 
legislatures of more than half the states last year. Tolck said 
Compassion and Choices, a major proponent of “medical 
aid in dying” wants to argue the bills on a religious basis, 
but the bills should be defeated because of the flaws in 
their proposals. Here are some of the major issues:

•   “Terminal illness” has been expanded to include 
someone who would die if he didn’t receive treatment. 
“For example,” Tolck said, “a 15-year old with diabetes 
could be expected to live 50 or 60 years but will die if 
he doesn’t receive insulin.” This person is included in 
“terminal illness.” Doctors can’t predict “terminal illness” 
with certainty. Many people have defied the odds.

•  Conscience protection is lacking. There is no protection 
for doctors, nurses, or other healthcare workers who 
wouldn’t want to participate in suicide.

•  Insurance companies are already using suicide for cost 
containment. Tolck told of patients who were told that 
the company wouldn’t pay for the patient’s expensive 
treatment, but would pay for the doctor-prescribed 
suicide drug. Prescribed suicide is being considered 
“medical treatment.”

•  There is no guarantee of informed consent. Many of the 
bills are so loosely worded as to say a person “familiar 
with the patient’s manner of communicating” could 
convey the request for suicide. How does anyone know if 

the patient is truly informed?
•  Elder and domestic abuse is rampant. Tolck said, “The 

written requests for doctor-prescribed suicide could be 
witnessed by someone who would gain financially from 
the patient’s death.” That same person could pick up and 
administer the lethal prescription.

•  No witnesses are required. Who knows if the drugs are 
taken voluntarily? How do we know the person isn’t 
changing his or her mind? Tolck said, “There are no 
safeguards at the time the patient takes the lethal dose.“

•  Mentally ill or severely depressed people could receive 
the suicide drugs without counseling. Many young people 
suffer from depression, but eventually recover and go on 
to lead productive lives.

Tolck summarized by asking, “When did, ‘Don’t jump’ 
become ‘Let me help you over the edge?’” She said, 
“Physician-assisted suicide asks your doctor to stop being 
your healer and to become your executioner. It establishes 
the notion that there are lives unworthy to be lived, that 
some lives are less worth protecting than others.”

“Quality of life” and healthcare rationing are being used 
to convince people that society has limited resources. 
“Medical futility,” “vegetable,” and “brain death” are three 
common terms used to end life for organ transplantation. 
No one wants a loved one’s premature death if that person 
could possibly recover. A Living Will can be dangerous 
because no one can request or refuse treatment for some 
unforeseen future illness or injury. Having a Durable Power 
of Attorney for Health Care with a trusted family member or 
friend as the “agent” is vitally important Tolck said.

Copies of the pamphlet, “Informed: A guide for critical 
medical decisions,” and a DVD, “Informed: Life is worth 
living,” may be obtained at prolifehealthcare.org. Tolck 
said, “Health care is no longer what it used to be. There are 
dangers you need to be aware of. In order to make informed 
decisions, you need the unvarnished truth about this vitally 
important topic. You need to be forewarned and prepared 
to take control of your healthcare issues. This information 
could save your life.”  

Margaret Sitte
National Legislative Chair
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Family and Faith

The summer months are just around the corner. 
Summertime is a time for that well-deserved rest and 
welcome change of scenery. Families come together 

to plan that long awaited vacation. Some family plans may 
include a family reunion, a day at the beach, going on a 
church mission, spending a week in another state, or just 
planning activities in the community with family and friends.

During the summer, our spiritual focus may change 
slightly. It is easy to drift away from family faith practices. 
While it is easy to change up the family routine, there is no 
need to take a vacation from the family’s faith. Regardless 
of how a family decides to spend the summer, they must 
determine how to continue to grow in their faith. To stay 
spiritually-minded during the summer months, family 
members need to keep their eyes on the Lord and include 
Him in their everyday thoughts and in what they do.

Family Prayer – While making plans for the family 
vacation, a day at the beach, or even joining friends in the 
community, don’t forget to include the daily prayer as a 
family. Families take time to pray before meals; however, 
they must also remember to come together for morning and 
evening prayer. Do not inadvertently let praying together 
go on vacation. Find a book of prayers to use as a guide 
through the summer. Study the Lord’s Prayer as a family, 
keep a family prayer journal, and give each family member 
a day or week to lead family prayer at meals and bedtime, 
or encourage family members to write prayers in a personal 
journal. Start the family trip with prayer for safety and end 
it with one in thanksgiving.

God’s creations and nature – As a family, take time to 
enjoy the sunrise and sunset. Have a worship service 
outdoors; organize a nature walk with family and other 
vacationers and look for specific things that speak of God. 
Invite family members to take a ten minute walk in silence 
in the mountains, around the lake, or on the beach and take 
in the wonderful surroundings. We are called to protect the 
planet. Take time to pick up trash together and talk about 
how to care for the earth.

Service – Summer is the perfect time for different church 

families to come together and determine how they can help 
those in the community as well as to share their spiritual 
experiences. What better way to get to know members 
of the neighborhood than to create a garden ministry 
within the community. It’s a great opportunity for different 
generations to work side by side and learn from each other. 
A garden would give family members an opportunity to 
express their faith, interact with God and God’s creations 
and build spiritual relationships. The joint experience 
would transform lives and the community under God’s care. 
Based on the size of the garden, families could incorporate 
sacred spaces to sit and mediate, or to have prayer walks or 
just for a community gathering space.

These are a few possibilities for family and friends to 
strengthen their faith beyond activities associated with food 
production for the needy. An important summer ritual is for 
families to take time for a vacation or a day trip. Whatever 
way your family plans to spend the summer, remember to 
relax, have fun, offer your heart, time and talent to those 
around you. Most of all, families should continue to stay 
strong in their faith.

Prayer for Families
Gracious Creator of us all, We come to you with humble 

hearts thanking You for the marvelous joys and many 
blessings that You bestow upon our families each day. 
As we travel about our daily activities, we thank You for 
protecting us from hurt, harm and danger. Loving Father, 
teach us the art of continual prayer and thankfulness. Help 
us never to become bored with acknowledging Your grace, 
mercy and goodness. Guide our families; open our hearts 
and minds as we continue to serve you. Give us strength 
to continue caring for our sisters and brothers in unity 
and charity – especially those most in need. We ask these 
blessings in the Name of Jesus, Who is Savior and Lord, 
forever and ever. Amen!

“He and all his family were devout and God-fearing; 
he gave generously to those in need and prayed to God 
regularly.” Acts 10:2  

Essie Walker
National Director
National Chairman - Family



Shannon Klotz

Why I Raised My Hand

Your story is as interesting as mine. What makes a 
person’s story unique is how he uses his experiences 
to learn and grow and how he has let God lead him 

through life. I am a high-school student who is involved 
in more clubs than she has fingers to count them on, and 
I love them all. Each group I’ve ever joined has taught me 
special moral lessons that I will carry with me through my 
life. That is what gave me the courage to speak my mind 
when the opportunity presented itself; you could say it was 
that courage that got me here.

Who I am and what I put into everything I do, I learned 
from my family. My mom and dad support me in every 
new endeavor. Cheerleading, Drama club, Junior Catholic 
Daughters of the Americas, they encourage me to always 
give my all. I also learned a lot from my grandparents; they 
taught me the value of knowledge and how there are so 
many things in this world to learn about. Education truly is 
an exciting adventure.

These people have helped me grow as a person; however, 
I would have never understood their value if I wasn’t 
homeschooled prior to high school. Being homeschooled, 
I wasn’t influenced by peer pressure. I was myself- all day 
long. It was wonderful, I found so many beautiful things in 
God’s world because I was able to go outside and explore 
it and learn about its brilliance. As God said Himself, “It is 
very good,” and that it is. What is astounding is that He 
freely gave it all to us and told us to enjoy it.

I am fortunate to have learned this simple joy, and I wish 
to share it. God is Life and God is Strength. Life is beautiful 
and God’s strength is unstoppable. So much of my life has 
been affected by these two components.

Upon entering high school I was the “freshest” freshman 
there. I had never gone to a public school before because 

I was homeschooled all through elementary and middle 
school. During those years I was a cheerleader on the small 
division teams. Now high school comes along, and I have 
aged out of the division teams but couldn’t bear the idea 
of stopping cheerleading; so I went to high school. For 
cheerleading, that’s it. Varsity-that’s my goal.

Even though this was my only objective, I couldn’t help 
but think there was some bigger reason for my switch 
to public school. I talked to God about how I felt and, as 
always, He didn’t say anything right away. No thunderbolt, 
no great epiphany. That’s because He doesn’t speak to us 
like that. We don’t usually realize God is speaking to us 
until He’s done talking. Ironic right? It’s like the sun coming 
out from behind the clouds; it’s beautiful.

The first time I realized God was telling me to do something 
was when I spoke up at a “Safe Love” presentation. All the 
girls had been given these presentations in school before: 
Planned Parenthood informed us about STDs, and viruses 
(literally, they had flashcards). It was unsettling for all of 
us young girls. They hardly even smiled, and what they 
told us was everything we didn’t want to hear about. I felt 
compelled to tell God that if I am in a situation like that 
again I’m going to speak up. I prayed for the courage to 
raise my hand.

This presentation started nicely though, they first were 
speaking about self-confidence and having a goal in 
your life, but then it took a drastic turn. In talking about 
life goals they threw in teenage pregnancy facts, for 
example, they spoke of teen mom high school dropouts 
and their economic struggles. They were telling us how 
their organization is there to support us, and they were 
constantly saying how you can obtain free birth control 
from them. They told us straight out, “You can get free birth 

Shannon Klotz is a Junior Catholic Daughter in Court Madonna #114, 
Port Jervis, New York. She was homeschooled, but is now attending 
public school. Shannon is a well-rounded young woman and will be in 
her high school play this semester. Her mother is in the senior court. As 
Helene Shepard, National Regent said, “I see Shannon as a future leader 
in our organization and in our Church.”
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control; your parents will never know. Have an abortion.
Your parents will never know. Have a baby here, and your 
parents will never know!” They were all about birth control 
and “not letting your baby pay for your own pleasures.”

Wait a minute, they had spoken so strongly of taking care 
of ourselves, yet they support us having an abortion? That 
was when I raised my hand and brought this point forward. 
Their defense was they supported it as an option. With a 
shaking voice I asked them, “What about adoption?” They 
responded that they support whatever choice the woman 
decides to make, whether that be to have the baby or 
terminate the pregnancy. They liked that word, “terminate,” 
so I asked them to explain it. Pretty much they said you go 
in, they take out the fetus, ending the pregnancy, and you 
go about your life. I did not know what to say, but that’s 
all right, I had broken the barrier that kept others from 

speaking up, and I wasn’t the only one questioning what 
they were trying to convince us of anymore.

After the presentation, I spoke to the school principal 
about having Pro-Life speakers as well. I contacted Good 
Counsel Homes and the director of our Tri-State Pregnancy 
Center. We were able to place the Pregnancy Center’s 
posters and brochures in the school nurse’s office. Finally 
there can be a real choice, a choice for life.

What I did was very small. I raised my hand. I asked 
the question everyone else was too nervous to ask. I was 
trembling with every breath, but it was with God that I was 
able to speak. He was my backup, as He is with everything I 
do. The point of this letter is not to reiterate why abortion is 
bad or to tell you a young person’s ordinary, short story. It’s 
about life and how God can give you the joy and strength to 
live as amazing people in His amazing world.  
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See something...Say Something! 

Catholic Daughters of the Americas before us had the 
foresight to make one of the areas of our National 
Program, the Circle of Love, Quality of Life, taking 

to heart the need to minister to the needs of all people. 
We are called to reach out with compassion and support, 
to be helping hands where there is pain, poverty, sorrow 
and sickness. When a person ponders the depth of 
the Quality of Life Program, often her mind goes to the 
multidimensional aspect of her own life whether it be living 
a healthier life, empowering herself, living a full and happy 
life, or undertaking a life-long mission.

The Catholic Daughters are undertaking many projects 
and are fulfilling the mission to serve those in need. We 
are falling right in line with Pope Francis who says that new 
situations require new energy and new commitment as he 
proposes new beatitudes. "We are called to be blessed, 
to be followers of Jesus, to confront the troubles and 
anxieties of our age with the spirit and love of Jesus," he 
continues, adding, "Thus we ought to be able to recognize 
and respond to new situations with fresh spiritual energy."

Pope Francis then proposes six new beatitudes for the 
modern era:
J  "Blessed are those who remain faithful while enduring 

evils inflicted on them by others, and forgive them from 
their heart;

J  "Blessed are those who look into the eyes of the 
abandoned and marginalized, and show them their 
closeness;

J  "Blessed are those who see God in every person, and 
strive to make others also discover him;

J  "Blessed are those who protect and care for our common 
home;

J  "Blessed are those who renounce their own comfort in 
order to help others;

J  "Blessed are those who pray and work for full communion 
between Christians."
All Dioceses across the United States and in many other 

countries have picked up the pope's challenge and are 
tackling the cause of vulnerable people trapped in human 

slavery for sex and labor in the United States and around the 
world. Human Trafficking happens in small towns, big cities, 
where many gather, school functions, church functions, at 
disaster sites, and the least possible places imaginable.

Statistics show the magnitude of the problem and why 
the United States Council of Catholic Bishops and the Pope 
want Catholics to take action. The average age of induction 
into sex trafficking is age thirteen. The United Nations 
estimates 2.4 million people are trafficked at any given time, 
and their exploitation generates $32 billion in annual profits 
for criminals. The Global Slavery Index estimates nearly 30 
million people worldwide are living in slave-like conditions.

Some Dioceses across the U.S. have set up sanctuaries for 
the victims of Human Trafficking, which have detailed plans 
on helping those that have escaped the wrath of such a 
horrible life. There are places in sanctuaries for volunteers; 
if there is no such thing in your Diocese's or parish make it 
known to your CDA court. Just because it has not been set 
up by the Diocese's does not mean the problem does not 
or will not exist in your area. Please go onto the site www.
usccb.org and search for Human Trafficking and watch the 
video of victims.

We as the Catholic Daughters of the Americas need 
to address modern day problems and situations as our 
sisterhood did before us. Our Mission for the Quality of 
Life is to reach out where there is pain, poverty, sorrow and 
sickness. When you read Pope Francis’s first two proposed 
beatitudes, they make you wonder how can we not address 
the ugly situation of human trafficking. At the very least, 
each CDA court can vow that if they see something, they 
can say something to the authorities.

The last and most important action every CDA member 
can do is pray for the victims of this out of control and 
horrific crime. St. Josephine Bakhita is the patron saint for 
the victims of Human Trafficking. She was sold into Italian 
slavery where she was later brought to freedom through 
the help of the Canossian Daughters of Charity. Through 
their guidance, she learned about God and served him 
faithfully until her death in 1947.  

Carol M. Bogacz  |  National Quality of Life Chairman, National Director
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HAPPY NINETY-FIRST BIRTHDAY TO THE

Junior Catholic Daughters  
of The Americas

Yes, the Junior Catholic Daughters celebrated their 91st 
birthday, February 19, 2016.

In their 2017 Proclamation it states:
Whereas, the Junior Catholic Daughters’ goal is to help 

girls toenrich their lives through services to others in their 
church, community and world…
Service to Community

The JCDA girls of Court #2629 St. Bernadette Church, 
Fuquay-Varina, NC, visited a local homeless shelter for 
veterans in December. The shelter houses 20 men and 6 
women at the “Hero’s United” location. After meeting the 

residents and singing some Christmas 
songs with them, the girls gave each 
veteran presents of scarves, hats 
and, socks. Each veteran received a 
specially signed card from the girls. 
Good job girls.

The Proclamation continues:
Whereas, each Junior Catholic 

Daughter member participates and is 
encouraged to grow spiritually through 

opportunities forpersonal prayer, liturgy, and ecumenical 
understanding…
Liturgy

The JCDA girls of Court Santa Chiara #2677, Surprise, AZ, 
celebrated National Junior Catholic Daughter Sunday with 
attendance at Mass celebrated by their pastor Fr. Hans Ruygt.

Court Annunciation # 1962, La Grange, Texas celebrated 
National JCDA Sunday by attending Mass as a group and 
participating in the Liturgy. The City Mayor was invited to the 
meeting after Mass to sign the National JCDA Proclamation.

Members of the court then proceeded to a tour of 4 of 
the painted churches on the historically beautiful Painted 
Churches Tour. The tour guide, Mrs. Cathy Chaloupka, 
provided the members with a history of each of the 

churches: High Hill, Praha, Dubina and Ammansville. The 
members were then allowed to tour each church and see 
the beautiful architecture of each.

According to our records there are Juniors in seventeen 
states (115 courts).

The National YOUTH/JCDA Committee, Susan Hicks, WI; 
Essie Walker, NC; and Arline Rich, CT are in the process of 
updating their section of the Tools of the Trade. We thank all 
the JCDA State Chairmen for their assistance in this project.

Working with the juniors brings smiles into our hearts.  

Arline Rich  |  National Director, Youth/JCDA National Chairman

Juniors of Court #2677 stand behind their banner with Pastor Rev. Hans Ruygt.

Members of Court #2629 stand with veterans at the local homeless shelter.

“Working 
with the 

juniors 
brings 
smiles 

into our 
hearts.”
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The Importance of Bylaws

Bylaws are the written rules that control the internal 
affairs of an organization.

Bylaws define things like the group’s official 
name, purpose, requirements for membership, officers’ 
titles and responsibilities, how offices are to be assigned, 
how meetings should be conducted, and how often and 
when meetings and conventions will be held.

CDA Bylaws govern the way the Order must function as 
well as the roles andresponsibilities of its officers. Bylaws 
are essential in helping our Order to carry out its purpose 
and explains how to go about business on a day-to-day 
basis. Bylaws serve as the legal guidelines of the Order, 
and the Order could be challenged in court for its actions if 
it violates them. That is the reason all state courts and local 
courts must strictly follow the Bylaws. Catholic Daughters 
of the Americas is a 501(c) (3) non-profit corporation 
exempting the Order from paying Federal income tax. It is 
most important for courts to abide by the provisions of the 
Internal Revenue Code.

It is extremely important that all courts, state and local, 
have at least one set of bylaws and, preferably, each officer 
should own one. Please express to the membership of your 
court that it would be a good idea for each member to order 
her personal bylaw book to learn and know the rules and 
guidelines and how to conduct the business of the Order.

Please be familiar with the bylaws in order to be 
knowledgeable to answer questions that may arise in the 
daily operations of the court. It is most important that when 
meetings are conducted, the bylaws be strictly followed 
as written. When the bylaws are not followed, business is 
conducted improperly and bad habits are formed.

Knowing the bylaws will answer many of the questions 
that come up and will prevent members from having to seek 
answers from the CDA chain of command.

When members become familiar and know the rules and 
guidelines, ideas and changes to the bylaws will come to 

mind. Members may want to make changes or come up 
with new amendments to the bylaws that will meet today’s 
lifestyle and needs. When proposing a new bylaw and/or 
a change to a bylaw, take into consideration that all the 
CDA membership and the states and countries are involved. 
Coming up with new ideas is good. Change is good as long 
as we stick to proper protocol.

The guidelines to submit proposed bylaw 
changes and/or new bylaws are as follows:

1. A member or local court that wants to submit a bylaw 
change and/or a new bylaw will submit it to the local 
court membership to be voted upon. If the vote passes, 
the proposed bylaw change and/or proposed new bylaw 
can be submitted to the State Regent to be voted on at the 
State Convention or sent to the National Bylaw Committee 
Chairman to be presented at the National Convention.

2. The State Board can propose bylaw changes and/
or new bylaws and be voted upon by the State Board. If 
the vote passes, then the proposed bylaw changes and/
or new bylaws can be submitted to be voted upon by the 
membership at the State Convention or sent to the National 
Bylaw Committee.

3. Proposed Amendments to the bylaws must be 
approved by a state board, a state court, or local court.

4. Be sure to abide by the deadlines and refer to the 
current Bylaws and Tools of the Trade Procedure Manual.

a)  Bylaws page 49, Article XXI Amendments of Bylaws, 
Section 1.

b)  TOT Section 3, page 11, Article X Bylaws and page 13, 
Attachment 2

c)  TOT Section 4, page 11, Article XII Amendment of 
Bylaws and page 62, Attachment 23.   

Carolyn Bachmann  |  National Director, National By Laws Chairman
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Something other Than God 
By Jennifer Fulwiler
(Ignatius Press, San Francisco, 2014, softbound edition  
2016 with an afterword by Timothy Cardinal Dolan)

Reviewed by Peggy Eastman

Personal stories are one of the most effective methods 

of spreading the Gospel. Just think of the story of the 

avenger Saul, who turned from persecuting Christians 
to preaching powerfully as Paul about salvation through 
Jesus. St. Paul’s letters ring with conviction today, just as 
they did many decades ago.

Also full of conviction is Jennifer Fulwiler’s honest, deeply 

personal book, the gripping story of how a confirmed atheist 

found Jesus – or how He found her. Fulwiler’s book is subtitled 

“How I Passionately Sought Happiness and Accidentally Found 

it.” Fulwiler was baptized a Catholic, but raised as an atheist. 

Her mother didn’t want her pressured by Bible-believing 

classmates, and her father told her, “Question everything.”

In his afterword to this book, Catholic Daughters’ National 

Chaplain Timothy Cardinal Dolan – archbishop of New York – 

remembers meeting Fulwiler when she “came bounding onto 

the set of my radio show, Conversation with Cardinal Dolan on 

the Catholic Channel of SiriusXM Satellite Radio, looking eye to 

eye at me as she stood at an impressive six three in her heels!” 

Cardinal Dolan writes that he had been anxious to meet Fulwiler, 

as he had heard such good things about her, her book and her 

radio show on the Catholic Channel. The cardinal clearly has 

much admiration for Fulwiler, a wife and mother who home-

schooled six children.

Fulwiler’s journey from atheist to fervent Catholic is chronicled 

in a book that at times reads like a hard-to-put-down novel. As 

she describes her spiritual journey, we find ourselves drawn 

into her quest for answers and we feel deeply for Fulwiler, who 

grapples bravely with existential questions such as “the chilling 

fact of human mortality,” as she puts it. Despite its serious 

theme, the book has a hip, contemporary flavor, and is full of 

humor, intelligence and at times a sense of fun. The language 

is down-to-earth, never preachy and often witty; at one point 

Fulwiler refers to her search as “theological flailing.” This is a 

book that would appeal to hard-charging, type A non-believers 

who have a nagging sense that there is something missing in 

their lives despite their material achievements.

Moving in a world of lattes at Starbuck’s, high-rise condos 

and workdays that lasted until 9:00 p.m., Fulwiler scarcely was 

conscious of the transformation that awaited her. A hint that God 

was actively working 

in her life came 

when, in a conference 

room, Fulwiler met 

her husband to be, 

a Stanford Business 

School graduate and 

lawyer considered 

a high-tech hotshot. A thought flew into Fulwiler’s head: “You 

are going to marry him.” Joe, who became her husband, was a 

Christian believer.

After the birth of her first child, Donald, Fulwiler was again 

assailed by a sense of human mortality. She realized that her 

life had been a series of distractions, and that atheism was false 

and could not explain love. As she expresses it, “There was 

more to human life than the atoms that made up our bodies – I 

was sure of it.” She immersed

herself in reading about God and Jesus, and was influenced 

by The Case for Christ, a book by journalist Lee Strobel which 

details his own spiritual journey, and by Mere Christianity, the 

work of Oxford professor C.S. Lewis, who left his atheist beliefs 

and became a Christian.

Fulwiler continued to read her Bible, and her reaction to it is 

telling: “I could not escape the feeling that there was something 

real that I had yet to find, some treasure buried beneath these 

words.” She wonders if her deceased grandfather, a Catholic, 

had been praying for her, and thinks about how “there could 

be powerful unseen forces in my life that I’d never known were 

there.” She orders and delves into The Catechism of the Catholic 

Church, seeking moral guidance and disturbed by the problem 

of evil. She also reads about the lives of the saints. As with any 

fulfilling journey, Fulwiler does find God, or perhaps He finds 

her, and it is a joyous homecoming with lasting consequences.

In his afterword, Cardinal Dolan praises Fulwiler’s book as 

an effective means of evangelization that does not proselytize 

and is not a minicatechism. He writes, “If we are going to get 

serious about bringing people to Jesus, about following his last 

command to ‘go and make disciples of all nations,’ then we need 

to look to the laity to take the lead. That’s where this wonderful 

book, Something other Than God, comes in.”   
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PENNSYLVANIA COURT CELEBRATES 55 YEARS
Court St. Rene #1868, Monroeville, Pennsylvania, marked its 

55th anniversary with a celebratory banquet.  Members present 

included, left to right, seated, Marge Samek, Winnie Ritter, 

Charter Member Mercedes Rafferty, Vivian Trautman, and Mary 

Ann Liberoni. Standing, left to right, Katie Fellner (future member), 

Lisa Fellner, Mylene Samek, Peg Witas, Jackie Welch, Donna Roney, 

Aydan Roney (future member) and Mary Ellen Samek, Regent. Not 

shown but present for the event was charter member Ann Nowak.

95TH ANNIVERSARY FOR  
SOUTH DAKOTA COURT 
Members of Court St. Rose of Lima #700, Wagner, South Dakota, 

celebrated their 95th Anniversary on a Saturday evening at St. John’s 

Catholic Church in Wagner. A meal was served to 70 court members 

and Catholic Daughters from several courts in the state. Honored 

guests, left to right, South Dakota State Regent Barb Wiechmann, 

Regent Karol Kocer, Vice Regent Sherri Fuchs, Court Chaplain Rev. 

Robert Wullweber and Past National Secretary-Treasurer Theresa 

Kocer. The evening concluded with door prizes and socializing.

VIRGINIA COURT CELEBRATES 110 YEARS
Court Kavanaugh #54, Alexandria, Virginia, celebrated its 110th 

anniversary at Saint Mary Catholic Church in Old Town Alexandria. 

Court Chaplain Rev. Edward C. Hathaway was installed by Virginia 

State Regent Eileen Dumansky. New members were received and 

presented with CDA pins. In the photo, court members stand with 

Father Hathaway outside of the church following Mass.

NORTH DAKOTA COURT CELEBRATES  
HALF CENTURY 
Court Queen of the Prairies #1965, Langdon, North Dakota, celebrated 

its 50th Anniversary with Mass followed by a noon meal prepared and 

served by the eighth grade class of a local school. Rev. Phil Ackerman, 

court chaplain, led grace before the meal and guest speaker Rev. 

Michael Schommer, past national chaplain, past North Dakota state 

chaplain and past court chaplain, was guest speaker.

Other speakers were Kathy Kennedy, state regent; Laurel Ann Dukart, 

state vice regent; Bonita Erickson, state secretary; and Annabelle 

Sauer McGhie, who presented an interesting history about the court’s 

50 years. Charter members Betty Bata, Doreen Dettler, Olga Feil, Judy 

Illerbrun, Edna Rose, Annabelle Sauer McGhie, Kathryn Shablow and 

Geraldine Tholkes were recognized and received charter pins. The 4th 

Degree Knights of Columbus served as Honor Guard.

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATED ON CDA SUNDAY 
BY CALIFORNIA COURT
Court Queen of the Americas, #2418, Sylmar, California, celebrated 

its 21st anniversary on Catholic Daughters Sunday. Among those 

celebrating the special day are Court Chaplain Monsignor Peter 

Amy, Regent Karen Sikora, Vice Regent Karin Hudson, Treasurer 

Rose Tapia, Financial Secretary Irma Ranel and members Bernice 

Rodriguez, Marilyn Lazear, and Philomena Charan.
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HELPING THOSE AT SEA STAY GROUNDED
Members of Court Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal #2165, New 

Orleans, Louisiana, display Christmas boxes containing socks, 

handkerchiefs, deodorant, toothbrushes, toothpaste, razors, 

pens, paper, envelopes and other personal items donated to the 

merchant seamen away from home in the Port of New Orleans 

during the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays.

MINNESOTA COURTS WORK TOGETHER TO 
BUILD HABITAT HOME
Catholic Daughters from across the state gathered in Winona, 

Minnesota, for the dedication ceremony of the 15th Habitat for 

Humanity home they helped build. A check in the amount of 

$10,000, raised by distributing Gummi Bear candies yearly on 

Catholic Daughter Sunday, was presented to the local Habitat 

organization. Plans for the next Habitat build, number 16, are 

in place for Edgerton, Minnesota, a small town located in the 

southwestern corner of Minnesota.

TEXAS COURT MAKES A DIFFERENCE
Members of Court St. Rose #1597, Schulenberg, Texas, gathered at 

the St. Rose of Lima Cemetery to place flowers on graves without 

any decorations in observance of National Make a Difference Day. 

This project was more labor intensive than other Make a Difference 

Day projects, but cemetery volunteers were rewarded with excellent 

weather and a gentle breeze. They also found the grave of past 

court member Lillian David, who passed away in 2002, and placed 

flowers on her grave. Many gravestones dated as far back as the 

1890’s with no known living relatives to decorate them.

CALIFORNIA COURT HEEDS BISHOP’S  
CALL TO HELP REFUGEES
When the Bishop of Oakland, Most Rev. Michael C. Barber, SJ, asked parishioners 

to sponsor refugees, Court Raymond #2057, Dublin, California, got to work. Regent 

Tess Chiampas, a Filipina who came to the United States in 1995, took the reins 

as chairman of the parish’s Refugee Resettlement Team and asked for help from 

parish groups including Court Raymond, Knights of Columbus, and the St. Vincent 

de Paul Society. In the photo, Rev. Lawrence D’Anjou, Pastor of St. Raymond Parish 

in Dublin, and Tess Chiampas, far right, welcome a family to America at the Oakland 

airport: Paw Sher Blay, left; her husband, Cha May Htoo; and their three sons.

NORTH CAROLINA COURT HELPS FLOOD 
VICTIMS GET ABOVE WATER
When Hurricane Matthew struck North Carolina, towns were 

under water and thousands of people were forced from their 

homes. Court St. Bernadette #2629, Fuquay-Varina, North 

Carolina, donated new sets of sheets, pillows and blankets to their 

neighbors in need.  Court St. Bernadette was instituted on October 

5, 2016, four days before Hurricane Matthew hit. The court got 

off to a fast start! In the photo court members can be seen with 

large bags of items to be donated.
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NEBRASKA COURT HELPS PREGNANT 
WOMEN AND THEIR BABIES
Court Queen of the Angels #2253, Fremont, Nebraska, held a 

baby shower for Life Choices, Fremont’s pregnancy resource 

center. Court members contributed baby wipes, over 1,200 

diapers, seven handmade quilts and baby clothes. Pictured 

with their plentitude of gifts are Joanne Leriger, Past Regent 

Arlene Vyhlidal, Sharon Richey, Janice Ortmeier, Joanne Rice 

and Lynda Moser.

MINNESOTA COURT HELPS CHRISTMAS 
CHEER BLOSSOM
Each year during the Christmas holiday, members of Court 

Queen of Peace #1558, Slayton, Minnesota, honor the 

season of giving by visiting Catholic Daughters at area 

nursing homes and presenting them with a poinsettia. In 

the photo Regent Joyce Risacher brings holiday cheer to 

Marianne Kerr by giving her a plant.

TEXAS COURT HONORS FAMILIES WHO LOST INFANTS
Court of the Holy Family #2597, Houston, Texas, hosted its Seventh 

Annual St. Gianna’s Hope Memorial Mass for Infant Loss at Prince of Peace 

Mary Chapel. The Mass was held to honor families who lost a child from 

miscarriage or early infant death.  People brought stuffed teddy bears 

which were donated to the Prince of Peace Mercy Ministry. Candles for 

each of the children who were lost were lit after the homily and presented 

to Blessed Mother Mary.  After Mass, a cookie and hot chocolate reception 

was held in the Community Center where the families were presented with 

a small angel ornament in honor of each child.

NEBRASKA COURT DONATES BAGS OF CHARITY
Court Our Lady of Loretto #709, Plattsmouth, Nebraska, set a large, 

decorated donations basket in the commons area of the Church of the 

Holy Spirit in Plattsmouth. After a month, they filled five large bags 

with mittens, gloves, hats and scarves for children and adults. The 

court donated these items to the Open Door Mission in Omaha, which 

its website describes as “a Gospel Rescue Mission founded in 1954 

committed to breaking the cycle of homelessness and poverty.”  Pictured 

with gift bags are court officers, left to right, Barbara Toman, financial 

secretary; Meta Blankman, recording secretary; Cheryl Todd, regent; and 

Mary Lou Salazar, vice regent.

TEXAS COURTS COMBINE TO FIGHT PORNOGRAPHY 
Court Santa Angela #1736, San Angelo, Texas, joined Court St. Catherine of Siena, #1762, Wall, 

Texas, with assistance from the National Center On Sexual Exploitation, to call attention to the 

evils of pornography with a billboard located on a busy thoroughfare. Pictured in front of the 

huge billboard are members of Court Santa Angela, first row, left to right, Angela Camelbeek 

Thompson, Delores Pattay, Louise Michalewicz, Dolores Ramirez, Lucy Wilde, Pollie Lux, Elsie 

Barta, Linda Barajas and Martha Dosiek. Second row, Financial Secretary Terry Casey, Virginia 

Klepac, Betty Brockmann, Martha Tafoya, Amanda O’Balle, Anna Garcia, Susie Garcia, Mary 

Lovell, Rae Flannery, Julia Ramos, Ruth Halfmann, Margaret Courville and Linda Dierschke.  

Back row, Linda Kujawski, Vice Regent Charlotte Drone, Maria Medina, Carolyn Davis, Regent 

Priscilla Keating, Treasurer Pilar McKeel, Claudette Molina, Recording Secretary Susan 

Roehrig-Quick, Ilda Rodarte, Clelia Fite, Celi Padilla, Linda Binns and Anne Smith. (A photo 

with members of Court St. Catherine of Siena was not available.)
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TEXAS COURT MAKES THANKSGIVING 
SPECIAL FOR FAMILIES IN NEED
Court Most Precious Blood #2380, Corpus Christi, Texas, donated 

turkeys to 12 parish families in need. Thanks to the generosity of a 

Good Samaritan Angel, Mr. Robert Pina, who donated an additional 

12 turkeys, the court was also able to help 12 other families and 

friends of court members totaling 24 turkeys. They were placed in 

beautiful Thanksgiving bags along with a $25 gift card from a local 

grocery store. Standing with their nicely decorated bags are, front 

row, left to right, Aurora Canales, Diana Hinojosa, Adriana Adame, 

Eva Benavides, Crissy Arguijo, Cookie Adame, Mary Alice Garcia, 

Sylvia Cruz. Back row, left to right, Chairperson Jeanette Flores, 

Ana Cassiano, Vice Regent Cyndi Duarte, and Louisa Fuentes.

OHIO COURT HELPS THE HUNGRY
Court Ashtabula #393, Ashtabula, Ohio, donated items to Our 

Lady of Peace Food Pantry, which has served up to 2,781 meals 

to families in need in one month. Pictured, left to right, Financial 

Secretary Maureen Smith, Recording Secretary Priscilla Folmer, 

George Richards from Our Lady of Peace Food Pantry, Treasurer 

MiMi Notarianni, and Regent Anne Ray.  

LOUISIANA COURT KEEPS NURSING HOME 
RESIDENTS WARM AND COZY
Members of Court St. Theresa of Avila, #1955, Gonzales, Louisiana, 

joined students from the local East Ascension High School’s Future 

Farmers of America program to collect 239 lap robes for area 

nursing homes and assisted living centers. In the photo, court 

members and students pause for a picture.

NEW YORK COURT MAKES DRESSES FOR 
GIRLS IN NIGERIA
As a part of the Circle of Love, Court of the Assumption #690, 

Maybrook, New York, made 53 pillowcase dresses for women and 

girls in Nigeria. Rev. Tim Barga, who visits the court each summer, 

took the dresses with him upon his return to Nigeria. In the photo, 

Father Tim can be seen with the recipients who are wearing the 

dresses made by the court.

LOUISIANA COURT CHALLENGES COURTS TO HELP 
LABOURÉ SOCIETY
Court Our Lady of Pompeii #2149, Tickfaw, Louisiana, recently held a bake sale 

that raised $1200 for the Labouré Society, one of the five national projects of 

CDA. The members of Court Our Lady of Pompeii encourage other courts to 

match or exceed its donation in order to help deliver more priests, sisters, 

and brothers to the church.  The Labouré Society is a national Catholic non-

profit organization that teaches biblically-based fundraising to future priests 

and religious so they can eliminate their student loan debt in order to enter 

into religious formation (religious communities cannot accept individuals with 

student loan debt).  In the photo, court members stand around table of the 

baked goods to help seminarians.
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TEXAS COURT BRINGS CHRISTMAS CHEER TO 
NURSING HOME RESIDENTS
Members of Court St. Ann, Mother of Mary #2649, LaVernia, Texas, 

delivered Christmas presents to the residents of Country Care Manor 

Nursing Home in LaVernia. Items were collected from generous court 

members, friends, family, and parishioners of St. Ann Church. In the 

photo are Bernice Niemietz, Janice McMahon, Doris Cinek, Linda 

Steele, Regent Donna Jackson, Angel Linsey, Financial Secretary Bettie 

Trainer, and Donna Schweers.

WEST VIRGINIA COURT DONATES  
TO FLOOD RELIEF
Court Clarksburg #334, Clarksburg, West Virginia, donated 

$1000 each to two parishes in Southern West Virginia to help 

with flood relief.  Pictured at the court meeting where it was 

voted to help flood victims, first row, left to right, Sister Anne 

Francis Bartus, Mary Oliverio, Court Chaplain Rev. William 

Anderson and Helen Quickle; second row, Louise Martin, 

Frances Tiano, Shirlene Isabella, Connie Wolfinger, Theresa 

White, Josie Lopez, Ionia Stemple and Gen Yoho; third row, 

Carol Curotz, Debbie Booth, Shelley Ballard, Judy Labdik, Beth 

Fitzgerald, Alexa Rinschler and Michele Lawrie; fourth row, Flo 

Cassidy, Sally Klenk, Libby Iaquinta and Angela Fratto; fifth row, 

partially hidden, Karen Bowers, Shirley VanGilder and Rosemary 

Woods. (Ed. Note: Apologies to those “blocked” in the picture – though you 

can’t be seen, we wanted your presence at the meeting to be acknowledged).

TEXAS COURT HAS ACTIVE FIRST YEAR
Though fairly new, Court St. Jane Frances de Chantal #2699, The Woodlands, Texas, has been 

busy. The court hosted a Valentine Parish Date Night dinner-dance to raise funds ($1,900) 

for three scholarships; participated in the National Education Contest with one state winner; 

joined the Read Across America project and collected hundreds of books for the local Women’s 

Shelter; provided a Day of Pampering to three deserving women; instituted an active JCDA 

Court; worked monthly with Amazing Grace Adaptive Needs Ministry; donated funds to build 

a playground fence for JoyHouse Pregnancy Center; worked on site and provided meals for 

the local Habitat for Humanity build; had five guest speakers; sent funds to the Rose Project 

for breast cancer screening; sent funds to Saint Jude Children’s Hospital; made Days for 

Girls personal hygiene kits for Haiti with the women at Angela’s House (a transition home 

for women who are incarcerated); and held a Raffle donating $50,000 to their parish for the 

expansion of a Youth/Outreach Building. “Set the bar high,” Court St. Jane says, “and the 

Holy Spirit guides the jump!” In the photo, court members, Jean Trzeciak, left, and Jamie 

Eichelberger present the $50,000 donation to Court Chaplain Deacon Tom Vicknair. 

TEXAS COURT GIVES TO SEAFARERS
For their annual Seafarer’s Project, members of Court of 

the Cross #2374, Humble, Texas, filled 115 shoeboxes with 

toothbrushes, combs, socks, lotions, stationery, a prayer card 

and other items. The shoeboxes were then gift-wrapped in 

bright and festive Christmas wrapping and delivered to the 

Seafarer’s Union. In the photo, court members surround the 

gift-wrapped shoeboxes they prepared.

EFFICIENT QUILT MAKERS IN MINNESOTA COURT 
Using a clearly defined “division of labor,” quilt makers of Court St. Joan 

of Arc #1291, Marshall, Minnesota, embarked on a “Circle of Love Labor of 

Love” to make 310 quilts in 2016. After fabric, thread and yarn is donated 

to the court, the eight members of the quilt-making team assume different 

tasks. One cuts fabric into 6 or 8 inch squares; another coordinates 

colors to be sewn together; a third then sews each square into strips and 

creates the front and back of each quilt, completing the quilts by sewing 

everything together; the last step is to tie each quilt with loving care. 

Quilts have been donated to Birthright, Project Turnabout, Head Start, 

Heart to Heart, Veterans Homes and other organizations. Court St. Joan of 

Arc has made 1,031 quilts. In the photo, quilt-makers stand with children 

in the Head Start program wrapped in their new quilts.
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ACTIVE SEASON FOR MONTANA COURT
It’s been a busy time for Court St. Theresa #1161, 

Havre, Montana, including voter registration activity, 

a Respect Life float in the Havre Festival Days parade, 

bringing a flower and the Eucharist to homebound 

members for Make a Difference Day, meeting with 

Kindergarten Prayer Partners, distributing white 

ribbons for White Ribbon Against Pornography Sunday 

and attending a CDA Fall Workshop. In the photo, 

court members gather in front of the altar at Mass on 

Catholic Daughter Sunday.

NEW YORK COURT HONORS PAST REGENTS 
Court Bishop McDonnell #1403, Babylon, New York, decided 

that its 70th Annual Communion Breakfast was the perfect time 

to recognize past regents. The regents were part of the church 

procession and were called forth during breakfast to receive Town 

of Babylon and the Village of Babylon Proclamations. In the 

photo, front row, left to right, Marie Fogarty, Dawn Chapman, Mary 

Alice Markham, Barbara Tuma, Toni Tartaglia, Cathy Howard and 

Barbara Entrono. Back row, Stephanie Conley and Kathy Knott.

HOLY DOOR PILGRIMAGE BY MINNESOTA COURT 
Members of Court St. Cabrini #1466, Fergus Falls, Minnesota, 

celebrated the Feast Day of St. Cabrini by going on a pilgrimage to 

the Holy Door in St. Mary’s Cathedral in Fargo, North Dakota, and 

attending Mass at the Cathedral. Pictured in front of the Holy Door 

are, left to right, Immediate Past National Regent Shirley Seyfried, 

Regent Kathy Nordick, Financial Secretary Denise Hendrickx, Kay 

Jennen, Vice Regent Missy Hermes, Arline Hegge, Bonnie Hein and 

Recording Secretary Sharon Stevens. 

NEW YORK COURT HELPS WOMEN  
IN NEED AT CHRISTMAS
As part of its “Women Helping Women Project,” members of Court 

Ave Maria #832, Kings Park, New York, prepared stuffed stockings 

to help those in need during the holiday season. In the photo, 

Regent Marguerite Forde and Chairman Margie Connick, stand 

over the collected items. 

COURT ST. CATHERINE CELEBRATES FAMILY 
DURING HOLIDAYS
Court St Catherine #1378, Torrance, California, invited spouses and 

friends to join them at their annual Christmas Party for fellowship 

and to share a meal. The court believes that working as a family 

can better help those in need of assistance with food, groceries, 

consultation for spiritual concerns, mental health issues and/or 

job assistance. Among celebrating court members, families and 

friends in the photo, including the gentleman in the back row with 

the blue shirt having playful fun, are Nativity Church Pastor Rev. 

Hung Tran, District Deputy Eileen Bagwell, Irene Zapata (youngest 

member), Lydia Camanga, (eldest member), Court Chaplain Rev. 

Gerhart Habison, and Regent Ava Rothwell.
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TEXAS COURT MEMBERS ON TV
Two members of Court Immaculate Heart of Mary #2540, McAllen, 

Texas, were interviewed on the local television program, “Inside 

the Valley.” Past Regent Maria Luisa Guerra and Judy Houts spoke 

about the Catholic Daughters and the court’s Market Square Event, 

of which Judy Houts is chairman. The program is seen by half a 

million viewers. The segment may be seen on the KRGV website, 

www.krgv.com.

NEVADA COURTS WORK TOGETHER TO HELP 
THE HUNGRY
Members of Courts Our Lady of the Rosary #2226, Our Lady of the 

Valley #2118 and Elizabeth Ann Seton #2131 of Las Vegas, Nevada, 

joined Nevada State Regent Regina Couvrette to prepare and serve 

dinner at Ronald McDonald House. Pictured, left to right, Maria 

Bevilacqua, Kathleen Balchunas, Regina Couvrette, Suzanne 

Dalton (seated), Leonie Frisbee, Eileen Quinn and Nancy Scarbro.

MINNESOTA COURT ENCOURAGES SEMINARIANS
Members of Court Madonna #839, Wilmont, Minnesota, pray for 

local seminarians and keep in contact with them throughout the 

year. Court members collect change and dollar bills in old pill 

bottles and at Christmas give each seminarian a cash gift and a 

book of stamps. In the photo are Seminarian Supporters Patricia 

Lenz, Lynn Nelson, LaVonne Slater, Marilyn Herrig, Carol Bertrand 

(Seminarian Chairman), Elizabeth Bertrand and Kristi Spartz.

ADVENT PRAYER BREAKFAST HELD BY TEXAS COURT
Eighty-eight people attended the fifth annual Advent Prayer Breakfast hosted 

by Court Salve Regina #2611, Denton, Texas.  Court members made and 

decorated Advent wreaths for each table prior to the event and officers in full 

costume performed a one-act play depicting the Annunciation of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary.  The discussion, prayer, fellowship, and decorations all inspired 

the true spirit of Advent.  In the photo are Regent Pat Zimmerer, left, with guest 

speaker, Diane Schwind. The title of Mrs. Schwind’s presentation was “Five 

Ways to Prepare Spiritually During Advent,” which was followed by a table 

discussion and meditation.

NORTH DAKOTA COURT DONATES FOOD TO 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE
Court Father Tracy #2121, Bowman, North Dakota, sponsored a 

food drive in the court’s parish for the local Community Cupboard 

in observance of Make a Difference Day. Regent Terry Walter can 

be seen in the photo with donated food items.
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OKLAHOMA COURT HELPS BIRTH CHOICE
Members of Court St. Jude #2166, Lawton, Oklahoma, held their 

annual baby shower to raise money for Birth Choice, which, according 

to the organization’s website, provides “services for mothers and 

their unborn child.” In the photo, court members gather in white with 

the diapers, formula and baby wipes to be donated.

SANTA JOINS LOUISIANA COURT  
FOR BREAKFAST
Court St. George, #1960, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, held its 23rd 

Annual Breakfast with Santa Fundraiser to honor the Christmas 

season spirit of giving. Santa is surrounded by court members, 

back row, left to right, Beverly Schroeder, Celeste Daigle, Recording 

Secretary Sheila Lyon, Carol Edel, Laura Blanchard, Marie Carrier, 

Elizabeth Griggs and Cheryl Vermaelen. Middle row, left to right, 

Carole Warren, Regent Karen Sellers, Santa, Treasurer Carolyn Dyer, 

and Tara Lanier. Front row, left to right, Financial Secretary Cathy 

West, Brenda Fontenot, and Vice Regent Margaret Chiasson.

CALIFORNIA COURT ATTRACTS MEMBERS 
WITH SALAD AND TEA 
Court Compton #942, Compton, California, combined its Third 

Annual Salad Tea with a membership drive.  In the photo, wearing 

fashionable hats, standing, left to right, Financial Secretary Joan 

Braun, District Deputy Genny Santos, Jacqueline Dunn, Marcella 

White, Janet Castaneda, Recording Secretary Yvette Manard, 

Spiritual Chairman Carole Gilmore, Margie Rivera, Louise Harris, 

Quality of Life Chairman Linda Davis, and Patty Gutierrez. Sitting, 

left to right, Vice Regent Alice Avery, California Past State Regent 

Daphne Bernestine, Regent Jo Bryant, Legislation Chairman Essie 

Preston, Shirley Creighton, and Treasurer Karen Jones. Photograph 

by Rodney Gilmore.

HARVEST DINNER HELD BY  
CONNECTICUT COURT
Court All Saints #1435, Somersville, Connecticut, held a very 

successful “Harvest Dinner.” A delicious hearty meal was served 

and the event provided a good opportunity for sharing food and 

fellowship. Pictured, left to right, Emily Kulas, Joan Martinez, 

Carole O’Brien, Barbara Radziewicz, Diane McGroarty, Marianne 

Kinney, Marj Dube, and Gail Krasinski.

LOUISIANA COURTS CELEBRATE CDA SUNDAY 
Court Notre Dame #1452, Alexandria, Louisiana, honored Catholic 

Daughters Sunday with Mass celebrated by Court Chaplain Daniel 

P. O’Connor and a spaghetti luncheon prepared by the Knights of 

Columbus Council #8029. More than 100 Catholic Daughters, Juniors, 

and Knights of Columbus attended, including members from Court 

Bishop Desmond #1459, Alexandria; Court St. Anthony #968, Bunkie; 

and Court Bishop Greco #2072, Pineville. In the photo, participants 

gather in front of Our Lady of Prompt Succor Church.
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MINNESOTA COURT OFFERS HELP TO SANTA 
Members of Court St. Anne #1840, Medford, Minnesota, 

took action when they learned that a local outlet center was 

offering Christmas visits with Santa and needed elves to help 

the children write letters, make reindeer food, and speak with 

him. Court members spent seven weekend days helping out 

“the jolly old fellow” who chatted with over 650 children and 

their families. The court raised $600 and experienced the joy 

of the Christmas spirit in the imaginations of many young ones 

who, besides asking for themselves, remembered others less 

fortunate than they. In the photo on Santa’s left is Recording 

Secretary Winnie Hughes and to his right Financial Secretary 

Terry Beucler. Other court “Santa’s Helpers” not pictured were 

Judy Thomas, Jackie Svenby, Mary Wencl, Sharon Langerfeld, 

Lois Nelson, Hope Wurster, and Mary Zabel.

LOUISIANA COURT BRIGHTENS THE MEMORY OF 
LOVED ONES
Court Padre Pio #2141, Cottonport, Louisiana, sponsored a project in 

which over 200 memorial luminaries were displayed on the church lawn in 

memory of deceased loved ones. The names of the departed were printed 

on the luminary bags. In the photo, Court Chaplain and Pastor Rev. Jose 

Robles Sanchez blesses the luminaries after a prayer service while church 

members watch. The luminaries gave a beautiful glow at night.

MINNESOTA COURT CELEBRATES IN STYLE
Court St. Rita #409, Perham, Minnesota, held its 48th annual 

Style Show which began with Regent Dianne Rohde-Szarke 

welcoming attendees followed by Immediate Past National 

Chaplain and Court Chaplain Rev. Matthew Kuhn blessing 

the food and members of the assembly. Top hats and tiaras 

decorated the hall and tables for the theme “Puttin’ on the 

Ritz,” and attendees were dressed in fine fashion. In the 

photo, Dianne Rohde-Szarke is standing on the stage behind 

a silver service set that belonged to her mother Margaret 

Altstadt, who was a member of Court St. Rita.

LOUISIANA HOLDS OFFICERS CHRISTMAS SOCIAL
The Louisiana State Officers’ Third Annual Christmas Social for the 

Diocese of Lake Charles, Louisiana, was held at the Cathedral of the 

Immaculate Conception Ave Maria Hall. State officers present included 

Connie Dronette, first vice state regent; Dawn Fortenberry, second vice 

state regent; Donna Young, state secretary; and Margaret Comeaux, state 

treasurer. Local court officers were present from many Louisiana courts, 

including Court Our Lady of the Lake #695; Court Stella Maris #1233; 

Court Our Lady of LaSalette #1255; Court St. Raphael #1377; Court Mother 

Cabrini #1468; Court Our Lady of Fatima #1506; Court Father Charles Kirk 

#1573; Court Our Lady Queen of Heaven #1785; Court Our Lady of Grace 

#1964; Court Our Lady of the Snows #1980; Court Of the Visitation #1999; 

Court St. Theodore #2161; Court Our Lady of the Americas #2388; Court 

St. Martin de Porres #2659; and Court St. Katharine Drexel #2697. The 

event was hosted by District Deputies from the Diocese of Lake Charles: 

Karen Fills, event chairman; Melina Dally, co-chairman; Aline Babineaux; 

Barbara Lantz; Christie Melancon; and Cindy Vincent. 

NEW YORK COURT MAKES HALLOWEEN SPECIAL – AND HEALTHY
Members of Court Little Rose #1300, Ellenburg, New York, joined the Halloween “Trunk-or-

Treat” held by Holy Angels Catholic Church. Court Regent Debbie Miner and member Kendra 

Durant, seen in the photo, distributed a wide range of treats, including allergen free, gluten 

free and no-food options to over three hundred children (and adults) in various costumes 

ranging from cute to spooky. Court Little Rose wanted to make sure that all children were 

able to have a treat, including those with special dietary needs.
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CALIFORNIA COURT GOES BACK TO SCHOOL 
TO HELP
Court Our Lady of the Valley #1462, Indio, California, began the 

new CDA season with a focus on new membership and supporting 

education and spirituality in church and community. Among their 

projects was partnering with Our Lady of Perpetual Help School’s 

Parents’ Club to provide hospitality for Back To School Night. Some 

court members are alumni, parents of alumni, or parents and 

grandparents of students currently attending the school. Members 

were also able to share the mission of CDA with moms seeking a 

service-oriented group of Catholic women. Standing at Back to 

School Night, left to right, Vice Regent Sarah Romero, member 

Serina Ruiz-Duarte and Parents’ Club Officer Marcie Quintana.

TEXAS COURT DONATES TO  
RESPITE CENTER
Members of Court St. Rose of Lima #827, Mission, Texas, visited 

the Sacred Heart Respite Center in McAllen, which provides 

assistance to refugees, and met with Sr. Norma Pimentel, to 

whom they presented a donation. In the photo, court officers 

Treasurer Adela Ortega, Recording Secretary Rosa Lila Ledesma 

and Regent Ana Maria Salinas stand with Sister Norma.

OREGON COURT REACHES OUT TO MEMBERS 
IN POOR HEALTH
Court Klamath #1295, Klamath Falls, Oregon, decided to remember 

their Circle of Love “Catholic Daughter family.” Seven members 

volunteered to call, visit or send cards periodically to their court 

sisters unable to attend meetings due to poor health. This Circle of 

Love project is in keeping with a request from Diocese of Baker Bishop 

Liam Cary to follow succeed the Year of Divine Mercy with a Year of 

Visitation, following Mary’s example of visiting her cousin Elizabeth 

to share the marvelous news of the wondrous fruit of her womb. In 

the photo, court members are pictured at an informal meeting at a 

Christmas party in a local restaurant where they discussed their Circle 

of Love project and others including signing cards for seminarians 

and Rev. Rogatian Urassa, the Pastor of Sacred Heart Catholic Church, 

exchanging Christmas ornaments,  and planning an Epiphany party.

NEW YORK COURT GIVES CHRISTMAS GIFTS 
TO BABY JESUS FOR OTHERS
At their “Getting Ready For Christmas Birthday Party for Jesus” 

members of Court Stella Maris #822, Freeport, New York, 

presented baby gifts to the Christ Child. These gifts were then 

donated to three local charities that assist mothers in need. 

The court also collected gifts for their adopted family and cash 

donations for the Northport Veterans Hospital. The party, attended 

by National Regent Helene Shepard, New York State Regent Mary 

Ziesig, and First Vice State Regent Heather Rave, was a lovely time 

of food, friends and fellowship. The picture shows the “Blaney 

Bunch” (all members of Court Stella Maris) as they prepared the 

gifts for distribution. Left to right Administrative Assistant Theresa 

Duran, Katie Duran, Executive Director Mary Impellizeri, Cathy 

Blaney, and Mary Blaney.

NEW YORK COURT RECEIVES COMMUNITY 
SERVICE AWARD
Court St. Paul #71, Mechanicville, New York, was honored for 

Outstanding Service Organization at the Mechanicville Area 

Community Hearts Celebration Awards. The program noted 

that, “Among the many recipients of support are Military Moms 

in Action, senior students at Mechanicville and Stillwater High 

Schools, Birthright, paying for kids’ summer camp experiences, 

MACSC (Mechanicville Area Community Services Center), needy 

families that receive Christmas bags and the Saratoga Homeless 

Center, among many other endeavors.” Court St. Paul also received 

a Certificate of Recognition from Senator Kathleen Marchione of 

the New York State Senate and a Citation from Carrie Woerner of 

the New York State Assembly. In the photo, participants can be 

seen at the awards ceremony.
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CALIFORNIA COURT QUILTMAKER HELPS THE 
POOR STAY WARM
Gloria Plog of Court Our Lady of the Visitation #1890, Carmichael, 

California, is pictured with many of the 75 quilts which she made 

for those in need in Sacramento last year.  Gloria buys the batting, 

cuts pieces of donated fabric and sews the quilts together by 

hand. The court donated the quilts to the Society of St. Vincent 

de Paul.

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS MASS FOR 
IOWA COURT NEW MEMBERS
Court Our Lady of Good Counsel #216, Fort Dodge, Iowa, held an 

Reception of New Members Mass. Court Chaplain Msgr. Kevin 

McCoy celebrated the Mass and Regent Marie Sheeder led the 

ceremony. Left to right, bottom row, Mary Brezovan, Janet Hammitt, 

Maria Kotlarz, Kathy Dean, Shaunna Abrams, Holly Aljets, 

Marilyn Daiker and Marie Zakeer. Second row, District Deputy 

Peg Jacobson, Treasurer Joan Peterson, Linda Brungardt, Janet 

Zinnel and Beulah Imming. Third row, Lois Schreck, Connie Bruner, 

Financial Secretary Mary Salocker, Regent Marie Sheeder, Vice 

Regent Christina Rosch, Recording Secretary Doreen Coppinger, 

District Deputy Rita Carlson and Ceremonial Coordinator Rosemary 

Ruddy. Top row, 4th Degree Knights of Columbus Assembly #262 

and Council #613:  James Guldenpfenning, Duane Reinsch, David 

Bradley, Daniel Garnett, Steve Rehmann and Tom Kramer.

MINNESOTA COURT HONORS  
CHARTER MEMBER
Rita Wathen Paulsen was recognized at Mass on CDA Sunday as 

the last living Charter Member of Court St. John #1371, Pipestone, 

Minnesota, which was established in 1945. State Spiritual 

Enhancement Chairman Patt Johnson read a tribute to the loyalty, 

love, faith and friendship that Rita showed to her family, church 

and community. The CDA thanked and honored Rita by presenting 

her with the CDA Charter Member Pin. Monsignor Gerald Kosse 

blessed her and exclaimed, “You inspire us all!” In the photo, Rita, 

left is congratulated by Bernadine Van Hoecke, Monsignor Kosse 

and Patt Johnson.

NEW HAMPSHIRE PAST REGENTS GATHER FOR 
ANNUAL LUNCHEON
The New Hampshire Past Regents Club contributes financially to 

diocesan seminarians and other projects and agencies throughout 

New Hampshire. Pausing for a photo at the club’s annual luncheon 

are, left to right, Judith Smith, state secretary; Jane Powers, state 

regent; Sara J. Lutat, director, Dismas Home of New Hampshire 

(whose website states is “Helping to make New Hampshire safer 

by offering formerly incarcerated individuals a second chance, and 

the tools to transform their lives.”); Peg Lapointe, first vice state 

regent; and Linda Bergeron, past state regent.
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TEXAS COURT CELEBRATES 
MEMBER’S 100TH BIRTHDAY
Court Our Lady of The Bluebonnets #2268, 

Ennis, Texas, celebrated Stella Tobola’s 

100th Birthday by awarding her with a 

“Proclamation Member of Distinction Award” 

and a CDA Pin at her birthday party.  Stella 

has been a Catholic Daughter for 47 years, 

first with Court Our Lady of Lourdes #1784, 

Dallas, and then with her current court.  In 

the photo, sharing the wonderful occasion 

with Stella, left to right, Elsie Marek, Dorothy 

Bobalek, Evelyn Zmolik, Marian Zhanel, Vice 

Regent Diane Sulak, Regent Maureen Spaniel, 

Treasurer Mary Ann Trojacek, Lorraine Colston 

and, seated, Stella Tobola.

WISCONSIN CATHOLIC 
DAUGHTER RECEIVES ST. 
FAUSTINA ACHIEVEMENT 
AWARD
In the photo Wisconsin State Regent Ruth 

Busch is shown presenting the St. Faustina 

achievement pin to Betty Bartelson, a lifelong 

member of Court St Mary, #914, Lake Geneva, 

Wisconsin.  Betty’s mom was a charter 

member of Court St. Mary, formed in 1924. 

Betty was Regent of her court and Wisconsin 

State Secretary.  Betty began making layettes 

for Birthright International in Milwaukee in 

1976 and continues to make 10 layettes each 

year. “I know from the over 50 years that I 

have been a member,” Betty said, “that CDA is 

important to our church and our community.”

TEXAS COURT INSTALLS NEW 
OFFICERS
Court Sor Carmen #1724, Robstown, 

Texas, installed the court’s new officers at 

St. Anthony of Padua Catholic Church in 

Robstown. Officers and members honored the 

occasion with Mass followed by a breakfast 

at a local restaurant where members received 

their membership anniversary pins. Knights of 

Columbus #3110 were also present to support 

the court and new officers. Lazara Gonzalez, 

one of Court Sor Carmen’s first members, 

received a 50-year anniversary pin. Officers, 

left to right, Secretary Rose Flores, Financial 

Secretary Delma Ramirez, Regent Katy Saenz, 

Vice Regent Patricia Saenz, Treasurer Ofelia 

Leal and District Deputy Bertie Almendarez.
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IOWA CAMPUS COURT MEMBER WINS SCHOLARSHIP
Olivia Matz of Campus Court Our Lady of Grace # 2591, Sioux City, Iowa, a sophomore at Briar Cliff University in Sioux City, was the 

recipient of the $2000 Campus Court scholarship for 2016. The scholarship program began in 2015 to encourage new campus courts and 

motivate membership. Briar Cliff students have won the scholarship both years. Emma Bruns, currently Regent of Court # 2591, was the 

first winner in 2015. Pictured, left to right, Iowa State Regent Darlene Moritz, Scholarship Winner Olivia Matz, Regent Emma Bruns and Sr. 

Janet May, Campus Minister and Spiritual Advisor.

TEXAS JUNIORS BRING JOY TO ELDER PATIENTS
Junior Court Daughters of the Holy Family #2665, Victoria, Texas, adopted the Twin Pines Nursing and Rehabilitation Center as their 

community service project. The Juniors are very proud of the crosses and gift bags they made for each resident for Christmas and 

delivered personally.  The young ladies can’t wait to visit again for their monthly, fun-filled, bingo afternoon.  In the photo, Juniors stand 

with their gift bags in front of a Christmas tree at the Twin Pines Center.



   
    

Single-Life Gift Annuity Rates*

Age 65 70 75 80 85 90+
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10%

* Annuity rate and charitable deduction depend on your age at time of the gift.
  Rates subject to change.

To learn how to supplement your income 
with a Cardinal Glennon Gift Annuity 
contact Rose Brower at 1-800-269-0552 
or rose.brower@ssmhealth.com.

A Cardinal Glennon Gift Annuity can offer big financial 
benefits for you and provide support to sick and injured 
children. A gift for their future and yours!

PLEASE RETURN TO: SSM Health Cardinal Glennon Children’s Foundation, 3800 Park Avenue, St. Louis, MO 63110

Please send a gift annuity sample for a gift of:   ❑ $20,000   ❑ $10,000   ❑ $5,000   ❑ $ ______________________________________

Name ____________________________________________________ Date of Birth month/day/year _____________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City______________________________________________________ State/Zip ______________________________________________

Phone ___________________________________ Email __________________________________________________________________  
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A gift for 
their future  
& yours
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You Love Helping Kids!

You Like Attractive Rates

You Like Tax Deductions

You Like Fixed Payments for Life

You Like Tax-Free Payments

Five Reasons to acquire a Charitable Gift Annuity  

from SSM Health Cardinal Glennon Children’s Foundation

glennon.org       1-800-269-0552Return tear-off for more information



A Exclusive First Ever 
with Lights, Movable 
Nativity Figurines & 

Angel Ornaments!

Sculpted angels fl oat 
among the branches.

(shown smaller than 
actual size of 3.5"!)

Shipment Two
3 foot Pre-lit 

Frosted 
Christmas Tree

�

Shipment 
Three

Crèche & FREE 
Tree Skirt

�

Shipment One The Holy Family �

Shown smaller 
than actual size. 
Tree measures 

approx. 3 ft. tall.

Stands 
3 Feet Tall!

Hawthorne brings you a classic presentation of the 
Christmas Tree and Nativity scene ... a tradition 
that dates back to the 16th century now made 
even more beautiful by the inspiration of Thomas 
Kinkade. From the figurines, Angel ornaments 
and Holy Crèche—all masterfully handcrafted and 
hand-painted in Thomas Kinkade’s signature color 
palette—to the 50 mini-lights glittering amongst its 
life-like frosted pine boughs, Hawthorne’s “Blessed 
Nativity” Christmas Tree Collection Inspired by 
Thomas Kinkade is destined to become part of all 

your Christmases to come! 

A Superb Value Available ONLY 
from Hawthorne Village

Your collection begins with “The Holy Family” 
that can be yours for only $59.97* payable in three 
easy installments of $19.99, the first billed before 
shipment. Subsequent shipments, each billed 
separately at the same low price, will arrive 
about every other month. These include your 
3 foot pre-lit frosted Christmas tree, Holy Crèche, 
Angel ornaments and additional Nativity figurines.  
As an added value, the snowy white tree skirt 
with silver trim is included FREE with Shipment 
Three. You may cancel at any time and your 
satisfaction is assured with our best-in-the-business 
365-day guarantee. 

Not available in any store. Act now! 
Strong demand is expected. You need send no 
money now. Simply complete and mail the 
Reservation Application today!

©2017 Thomas Kinkade 
©Hawthorne Village  14-01786-001-ZI

www.bradfordexchange.com/BlessedNativity

*Plus $9.99 shipping and service. Please allow 
4-6 weeks for shipment after initial payment.  Sales 
subject to product availability and order acceptance. 

YES! Please reserve the “Blessed Nativity” Christmas Tree 
Collection Inspired by Thomas Kinkade  for me as described in 

this announcement.                                   SEND NO MONEY NOW

9345 Mi lwaukee Avenue ·  Ni les,  IL 60714-1393

Signature

Mrs. Mr. Ms.
Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City

State                               Zip

Email

 917944-E41502

RESERVATION APPLICATION        RESPOND PROMPTLY

10 West 71st St.
New York, NY 10023


