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Deliver the Next Generation of Priests & Religious  
By remembering Labouré in your planned giving 
(estate planning, wills, life insurance policies, etc.) you 
will leave an eternal legacy to the Catholic Church of 
more priests, sisters, and brothers who will serve the 
sacramental and spiritual needs of countless Catholics.  
Not only today’s Catholics, but future generations of 
Catholics.  

One Labouré Planned Giver Put it This Way:  
“There is a very easy way to guarantee that our Catholic Church 
will have sufficient numbers of shepherds to serve our children, 
grandchildren, and generations into the future: Planned Giving. 
My husband and I have done it by naming Labouré as the 
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                                  —Labouré benefactor Fran Gomes

You Have the Power to Change the World   
Your planned gift will help sustain Labouré’s mission 
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National Chaplain’s Message
Timothy Michael Cardinal Dolan

M
Y DEAR 

CATHOLIC 

DAUGHTERS, 

It is the size of a 

pinhead, yet full of 

possibility that is nearly 

inconceivable to us: a 

tiny mustard seed – all 

of about 1 millimeter in 

diameter – will grow into 

a mighty tree, sometimes 

as high as ten feet tall, 

where the birds will take shelter and build their nests. 

You have probably heard this parable of the mustard 

seed many times before, and it is recounted in three 

of the four Gospels as one way that Jesus explains the 

Kingdom of God. As spring moves into summer, shall 

we reflect on this beautiful parable for a few moments?

Have you ever been in a situation where it seemed 

like the odds of success were stacked against you – a 

real long shot? That’s probably how the Apostles felt 

at various times as they walked with Jesus and after 

His Ascension into heaven. After all, how much can 

twelve people really accomplish? However, guided by 

the Holy Spirit and motivated by the desire to do as 

Jesus had taught them, the Apostles did far more than 

they ever imagined and now there are over one billion 

people who have heard the message of the Gospel 

that they proclaimed. Talk about a tiny mustard seed 

growing into a great tree!

The same is true for the saints who have gone before 

us. Just think of our beloved St. Teresa of Calcutta, 

a woman who was determined to share the love of 

Christ with those forgotten and unwanted by society 

in Calcutta, and whose Missionaries of Charity now 

have over 5,000 sisters in 139 countries. When the 

Missionaries of Charity were founded by Mother 

Teresa in 1950, you might say they were a mustard-

seed-sized group of – you guessed it – twelve sisters.

If the parable of the mustard seed helps us see that 

the Kingdom of God is something that starts small 

but grows into something great, it can also help us 

consider the ways in which God is working a similar 

transformation in our own lives. Maybe you can think 

of some moment in your life or some person you 

encountered where, at the time, it seemed like a small 

thing had happened but now you realize God has done 

great things as a result. If so, thank God for such a 

blessing! Even if you cannot think of such a moment, 

consider your baptism. In this simple ceremony, 

your parents and godparents stood on your behalf 

and welcomed you into God’s family through the 

pouring of water. Through this seemingly small act, 

you were cleansed of Original Sin and welcomed into 

the Church and the life of grace, the first steps along a 

lifetime journey of following Jesus.

Your involvement in the Catholic Daughters of 

the Americas is great evidence of the fruitfulness 

of the seed! All of the works of prayer and service 

that you participate in show how the Kingdom of 

God continues to spread. So I ask you to consider yet 

another question: is there a way that your words and 

actions might be an opportunity for God to plant a 

mustard seed in the life of another? Do not hesitate to 

ask God for the grace to help His kingdom grow!

Ultimately, the parable of the mustard seed shows 

us the power of God, something we proclaim in the 

Creed when we call Him Almighty. Just as a tiny 

seed can become a great tree, so can the Kingdom 

of God reach the ends of the earth after starting out 

as a message entrusted to a small band of followers 

in the Middle East. The good news is that we are the 

recipients of God’s love and blessings here on earth, 

just as the birds who make their nest in the mustard 

tree. The challenging news is that we are called not 

just to enjoy the shade, but to also do our part to help 

the kingdom grow, so that even more people come to 

experience the love of God.

Thank you for all the wonderful work you do as 

Catholic Daughters, and may God continue to bless 

you and your families. 

Faithfully in Christ, 

Timothy Michael Cardinal Dolan 

Archbishop of New York 

National Chaplain

Timothy Michael Cardinal Dolan
Archbishop of New York

National Chaplain
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J
ESUS’ USE OF THE MUSTARD SEED IMAGE IN 

HIS PARABLE ABOUT THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

packs a powerful punch. All of that potential in an 

almost invisibly tiny seed!

Certainly he must’ve seen in his Divine foreknowledge 

the Catholic Church today in her vastness both in 

distance and in numbers. The “before and after” picture 

of the vastness of the church today and the small little 

band gathered around the seashore in Galilee could not 

be more striking. After the Ascension, Jesus commands 

his disciples to go out, to spread, and to share the gospel...

with a sense of joyful urgency. The growth of the Church, 

detonated in the fire of the Holy Spirit and fanned during 

the apostolic age with that joyful urgency described in the 

Acts of the Apostles, continued to grow and ebb over the 

centuries and millennia. Additionally, any current growth 

and contained branching out is made effective because 

of the grace of God and the cooperation of the “earthen 

vessels” he uses: you and me.

The Catholic Daughters are a small branch in the larger 

Church, but they must continue to be strong not just to 

serve others, but to serve God. Similarly, that same growth 

must continue with the joyful urgency that is on continual 

display in the readings during the Easter Season. Over the 

next months, some of the state and national leaders will 

receive a small, pocket size 20 Year Calendar which forces 

us to look beyond this month, this year, and even this life 

to see how we can inspire a joyful urgency to bring souls 

to Christ and His Church, especially through the efforts 

of the Catholic Daughters.

Pray that during this summer we can do some planting 

and growing of our own to unlock the potential and grow 

his Kingdom with the joyful urgency of his true disciples.

Sincerely in Christ, 
Rev. Jeffrey J. Maurer 
National Clergy Consultant 

Rev. Jeffrey J. Maurer,
National Clergy Consultant

National Clergy  
Consultant’s Message
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✦ THE POWER OF SILENCE
Cardinal Robert Sarah

Today when technology penetrates our lives in so many 
ways and materialism exerts such a powerful infl u-

ence over us, Cardinal Sarah presents a bold book about the 
strength of silence. He says the pervasive noise of the mod-
ern world makes seeking moments of silence both harder 
and more necessary than ever.
      Silence is the indispensable doorway to the divine, ex-
plains the Cardinal. He addresses the questions: Can those 
who do not know silence ever attain truth, beauty, or love?  
Do not wisdom, artistic vision, and devotion spring from 
silence, where the voice of God is heard in the depths of 
the human heart? After the international success of God or 

Nothing, Cardinal Sarah seeks to 
restore to silence its place of 
honor and importance. 
POS-P . . . Sewn Softcover, $17.95

“It is impossible to exaggerate 
the importance of this profound, 
uniquely beautiful book.”
— Michael D. O’Brien, Author, 
Father Elijah: An Apocalypse

 “An incomparable help to 
contemporary man, so he may 
practice the silence necessary to 
hear the voice of God.”
— Cardinal Raymond Burke, 
Author, Hope for the World

✦ THE CARDINAL MÜLLER REPORT
Cardinal Gerhard Muller

Cardinal Müller, head of the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith, has a unique perspective on the 

worldwide state of the Church, and the most pressing theo-
logical and moral questions of our times, which he answers 
in this interview in clear, inspiring terms, as did his prede-
cessor Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger in The Ratzinger Report.  
       What profoundly concerns most people today is the 
lack of hope. The key questions in this report therefore in-
volve hope, and how the Christian faith can off er it — in re-
lation to faith and love, truth and mercy; in relation to Jesus 
Christ and the Church; and in relation to the family and the 
demands of contemporary society. 
RPTH-P . . . . Sewn Softcover, $17.95

“A thoughtful and compelling call to hope in the family, 
in society, in the Church, and, ultimately, in Jesus Christ.”  
— Most Revered James Conley, Bishop of Lincoln, Nebraska

“It’s a bold move to give a title that invites comparison 
with the great Ratzinger Report. But Cardinal Müller 
holds his own in these very rich refl ections on hope in 
our time.” 

 — Robert Royal, President, Faith & Reason Institute

THE POWER OF SILENCE

P.O. Box 1339, Ft. Collins, CO 80522
1 (800) 651-1531

www.ignatius.com

✦ GOD OR NOTHING
Cardinal Robert Sarah
GON-P . . . Sewn Softcover, $17.95  

“This book 
shows 

Cardinal Sarah 
to be one of 

the most 
spiritually alert 
churchmen of 

our time.” 
— Bishop Robert 

Barron 
Creator and Host, 

Catholicism fi lm series

“A strong 
Church leader 

in a time 
of confusion 

offers thought-
ful insights on 
the challenging 

issues of the 
day – from the 
culture to the 

family.”
— Raymond Arroyo, 
NY Times Best-Selling 
Author, EWTN Host 

The World Over

Also Available
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EAR CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS, 

All of the state conventions are 

but a memory for us. Now we need 

to take the next step in our CDA journey.

You can find the Parable of the Mustard Seed 

contained in all three of the synoptic gospels. 

The picture painted by Jesus in the Parable of 

the Mustard Seed, is about the beginnings of 

the church and its tremendous growth.

“What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what 
parable shall we use to describe it? It is like a mustard 
seed, which is the smallest of all seeds on earth. Yet when 
planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all garden 
plants, with such big branches that the birds can perch in 
its shade.” Mark 4:30-32

Even though it’s one of the smallest seeds, research 

shows that the trees can grow up to 20 feet tall and 20 feet 

wide. In reality, a mustard seed is about 1to 2 millimeters 

in size and grows to a bush almost twenty feet high. If this 

is true, then this is an increase of almost three thousand 

percent! Science tells us that the tree can grow in arid, dry 

climates and thrive even in clay or sandy soil. It can grow 

in hot, dry weather or cool, wet climates.

This parable is filled with lessons and encouragement 

for us as Catholic Daughters. Even though we, like the 

mustard seed, started out with only a few in the beginning 

of our organization, and we have grown to almost sixty 

nine thousand, we cannot be complacent. This is perhaps 

one of the most challenging times for Christians and 

especially Catholic Daughters. Morality and Christian 

values are being attacked and abandoned daily. Many of 

us are confused and saddened by the lack of involvement 

of the younger generations. We are challenged to not 

only recruit new members but also to retain the present 

membership. How then do we go forward?

Another of the lessons is that the seed is able to grow 

in a variety of environments, even poor soil. The point 

here is that our own personal and spiritual growth is not 

dependent upon those around us but on our own inner 

drive and strength.

The mustard tree is drought tolerant, and if we have 

faith even the size of a tiny mustard seed, we, too, can 

tolerate the dry times in our lives, the difficult growing 

seasons of a Christian; and, even when we are “planted” 

in poor soil we can still grow. Personal responsibility for 

spiritual growth is essential.

A third lesson is the lesson on faith and 

trust in the Lord. This faith also enables us 

to accomplish great things.

In Matthew 17:20, Jesus said, “Because 
you have so little faith. Truly I tell you, if you 
have faith like a grain of a mustard seed, you 
can say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to 

there,’ and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.” 
Do we have the faith to take the Lord at his word? Imagine 
what each individual and each court could accomplish if 
they truly believed that, “Nothing will be impossible for 
you”!

And the final lesson is in the fact that the seed grows 

and becomes a source of shelter and food for the animals 

and birds of the air. Surely, this lesson becomes real in 

the good works performed by our Circle of Love Projects 

and Charities. The challenge is, however, how can we do 

it better? Perhaps we should go back to the parable for the 

answer - small beginnings, supported by strong faith can 

yield tremendous results.

Sometimes it seems that the little part we play in CDA 

is insignificant. Perhaps we feel that our court is so small 

that it cannot accomplish much in the grand scheme of 

things. The parable of the mustard seed is a lesson to 

us that huge things can happen as the result of a very 

small thing. There were only a very few believers in the 

beginning but the number of people who followed Jesus 

grew and grew. That is only because those first few told 

a few. Then they told a few. Then those told some more.

Become a mustard seed and allow your faith and 
good works to multiply and increase.

State and Territorial Officers this can be done in 
Belleville, Illinois.

All State and Territorial Officers have the opportunity 

to attend the training conference this July in Belleville, 

Illinois at Our Lady of the Snows Oblate Center. Don’t 

miss this opportunity to bond with your officers and to 

meet new people from other states. You will have time 

to grow spiritually, as well as network with officers and 

learn more about CDA.

God bless you.

In Unity and Charity,

Helene Shepard, National Regent

Helene Shepard,
National Regent

National Regent’s Message
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When we lose someone we love so dearly, out of sight never means out of 
mind. And this angelic Precious Moments® messenger is here to remind 
you that your loved one now holds a special place in Heaven ... just as they 
will forever hold in your heart.

Handcrafted with 22k gold highlights.
Sculpted in fi ne bisque porcelain, every tender detail of “Heaven’s 

Embrace” is etched by hand, from each delicate “feather” in the angel’s 
wings to her cheerful bluebird friend. Its hand-painted pearlescent fi nish 
gives the entire fi gurine a soft shimmer, while a handcrafted halo of 22k 
fi red-on gold brilliantly gleams from every angle. 

And lovingly displayed on the hand-sculpted bench, a promise-fi lled 
sentiment reminds us that that those we truly love are never truly gone.

Limited-edition Hamilton exclusive.

Limited to 120 fi ring days, this hand-numbered edition is available only from 
Hamilton for four payments of $24.99*. Send no money now; we’ll bill your fi rst 
payment prior to shipment. Money-back guarantee! Reserve today! 

MAIL TO:

Mail Today!

*Plus a total of $13.00 for shipping and service.  Deliveries to FL and IL will be billed appropriate sales tax.  

On Angel’s wings you were taken
But in my heart you’ll stay

And in God’s light you will rest
Until we meet again someday

On its sculpted bench, 
your porcelain remembrance shares this 

promise-fi lled message:

Halo glistens 
with 22-karat 
fi red-on gold

Precious Moments® ©2015 Precious Moments, Inc. Authorized Licensee, Th e Hamilton Collection. All 
Rights Reserved Worldwide. A fi ne adult collectible. Not intended for children. Poem ©Raissa Bailey. 
Facebook is a registered trademark of Facebook, Inc.

Shown smaller than 
approximate size of 7" high

09-05588-001-BIU1

Name __________________________________________

Address ________________________________________

City ____________________ State ____ Zip ___________

Signature _______________________________________

(Please print clearly.)

Send No Money Now!

09-05588-001-E50381

�YES!  Please accept my order for Precious Moments 
“Heaven’s Embrace” for me as described in this 
announcement.

A Porcelain Tribute to a Much-Missed Loved One

Allow 6 to 8  weeks after initial payment for shipment.

LIMITED EDITION!

For Fastest Service, Order Online Now At

HamiltonCollection.com/heavensembrace

9204 Center For The Arts Drive, Niles, Illinois  60714-1300
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“Amen I say to you, if you have faith the size of 
a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, 
‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move. 

Nothing will be impossible for you.” (Matthew 17:20) This is 
one of the most powerful of Jesus’ statements in Scripture, 
and for many, one of His most troubling. It can lead to a 
serious sense of failure if it is misunderstood. If a prayer 
is not answered in the way one wants, or if the answer 
is delayed, misunderstanding these words might lead a 
person to say, “Well, I guess I did not have enough faith, 
or my faith was not strong enough.” For years, I struggled 
with believing that my faith was lacking. It took many years 
of praying and studying to realize that I had my focus on 
the wrong person. My focus was on me—I believed that 
I needed to work up more faith. I tried hard, but it was a 
fruitless effort. What I came to realize was that I didn’t 
need to have more faith; I had enough—I had my mustard 
seed. What I needed to know, beyond a shadow of a doubt, 
was the person in whom I was placing my faith. I needed 
to know that I was placing my faith in Jesus and that there 
is nothing that He cannot do. Now, with every prayer, I take 
my mustard seed of faith and place it squarely in Jesus’ 
hands where He can nurture and grow my faith. Often, 
when I sit down to pray, I read the story about the boy who 
had been plagued by demons since childhood. His father 
begs Jesus, “If you can do anything, have compassion on 
us and help us.” Jesus says to him, “If you can! Everything 
is possible to the one who has faith!” (Mark 9:23) In my 
head, I can almost hear Jesus say, “You have the nerve 
to ask me IF I can!” A powerful prayer life, especially for 
intercessory prayer, comes from knowing that the one who 
answers prayer can do all things. A powerful prayer life 
comes from trusting in the person to whom you are praying, 
and it comes from knowing that He answers ALL prayers. 
His answer may not be the answer I was expecting or even 

the one I was hoping for, but He will answer with the right 
answer at the right time. My job is to wait on Him, to look 
for His answers, and to give thanks.

So, how does this impact CDA? We must be women who 
know Jesus. Our service will be powerful if, and only if, our 
eyes are squarely on Him and not on ourselves. We don’t 
serve because it makes us feel good to serve. We don’t 
serve because we want to be recognized or even because 
we want to make a difference—although often we will. We 
serve because God calls us to serve. We serve because we 
obey His commandment that we love one another. We do 
not need to worry that our service will fall short or that we 
will not have the ability to do what we are called to do. We 
do not need to worry that we don’t have time to serve. We 
do not need to worry that we do not have all the resources 
we need to accomplish a task, or that we don’t have enough 
people to do the job. If we believe that God is calling us to do 
something in our parish or in our community, what we need 
to do as a sisterhood is to place our mustard seeds of faith 
in Jesus’ hands, and then we need to step out in that faith. 
Whatever He calls us to do, He will empower us to do. We 
also need to trust Him with the outcome of our service. We 
may not know why He calls us to a certain task, we just need 
to trust that He has a plan. We need to do what He calls us to 
do, and then we need to wait on Him for the outcome.

Even if you join your mustard seed with the seeds of other 
women of faith, I cannot promise you that your life of service 
will be easy. On the contrary, it will require your faithfulness, 
your time, your talent, and your energy. It may even require 
that you make sacrifices. I can promise, however, that if you 
place your mustard seed of faith in Jesus’ hands, your life will 
be remarkable, not because I say so, but because Jesus says 
so in the Gospel of John, “Did I not tell you that if you believe 
you will see the glory of God?” (11:40) Women of CDA, know 
that your God Can Do Anything!  

Olga Samaniego
National Regent-Elect
Spiritual Enhancement Chairman

Amen
I say to you
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“Jesus said, “To what shall we compare the kingdom 
of God, or what parable can we use for it? It is 
like a mustard seed that, when it is sown in the 

ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on the earth. But 
once it is sown, it springs up and becomes the largest of 
plants and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of 
the sky can dwell in its shade.” – Mark 4:30-32

I can’t tell you how many times I have read and re-read the 
above parable. I have been a Director of Religious Education 
for over twenty years. God has blessed me by making me 
a sower of God’s mustard seeds for two decades. Some 
days it feels like much longer. It has been a tremendous 
blessing in my life but has also been sanctifying in the 
way that I hope, one day, will usher me through purgatory 
faster. Sowing seeds amongst the children and families 
who are learning and growing in their faith is a joy for any 
lay minister. Yet what happens when we’re called to sow to 
in families who don’t know how much that seed needs to 
grow? What happens to the seed that gets choked out by 
soccer practice, homework, and SAT prep? This is one of 
the biggest challenges for all the lay ministers I know who’s 
calling is to work with children and youth.

Mustard seeds are easy to underestimate – they are 

small, and if you spill them in your car almost impossible 
to remove, but once they take hold they are firm and their 
roots run deep. My catechists serve with devotion, working 
in the vineyard of the Lord, each class scattering a few 
more mustard seeds, and watering them with Scripture and 
catechesis. We encourage families to bring their young ones 
to Mass, so they might experience sacramental grace at 
every opportunity. We pray the seeds take root and bear fruit; 
it can seem overwhelming in a world that seems dead-set 
against nurturing our mustard seeds, but God’s word is Spirit 
and Truth, and He can work miracles. I have seen countless 
children become teens and then become devoted Catholics 
in their adult lives, and now have married and are planting 
seeds of faith in their children. The roots of their faith run 
deep. It is both a humbling and extraordinary responsibility.

If you work in ministry, let the mustard seed be a reminder 
that even though our efforts may feel small, but with faith 
and dedication, God’s grace will cause that seed to take 
root and grow. Remember St. Teresa of Calcutta’s words: 
“God does not call us to be successful, He calls us to be 
faithful.” Our faithfulness will have profound ripple effects 
that will impact the tiniest mustard seeds in the hearts of 
those to whom we minister. Happy sowing!  

The

Mustard Seed
Emily Guilherme
National Secretary-Treasurer
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The mustard seed: “It is smallest 
of all seeds, yet when full-
grown it is the largest plants.” 

Matt 13:31-32
Jesus used parables about seeds 

many times. The kingdom of God is 
compared to a mustard seed. Even 
though it is the smallest of seeds, 
when it grows it becomes big enough 
for the wild birds to come and build 
nests in its branches. The story of the 
farmer planting the good seed that fell 
by the roadside is another example, as 
is the seed that fell among the weeds. 

Each new court member is a seed that 
needs to be planted, watered, cared 
for and appreciated. Only then can 
that member feel a part of the Catholic 
Daughters team and be willing to take 
an more role in her court.

Leadership and the  
mustard seed.

As a new member joins Catholic 
Daughters, she experiences the 
beginnings of leadership when asked 
to be a Circle of Love chairman, host a 
luncheon, or provide refreshments for 

a monthly meeting. These may seem 
to be small leadership roles, but they 
are necessary in providing a strong 
basis for growth. Small successes 
provide the courage to try even more 
leadership positions that build and 
grow into a larger roles in leadership-
-roles large enough to fill the needs 
of Catholic women in every walk of 
life—roles large enough to encourage 
more willing leadership in the local 
courts—roles large enough to make a 
difference and gain skills in personal 
leadership to make our order great 

Leadership
Sherry Nilles
First Vice National Regent
Leadership Chairman
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and good. Those are the goals for 
building and enhancing leadership 
skills. Those goals are also proof that 
the small mustard seed (the very first 
assignments in the local court) grows 
to the largest plants where birds can 
nest (active participation in local, state 
and the national court). Good, caring 
leadership is needed in every court.

Our world is full of those who 
receive leadership through power, 
position, prestige, command or 
control. The concept of service as 
the beginning of leadership is not 

even considered. With membership 
in the Catholic Daughters, a Catholic 
woman can learn leadership skills 
using the way of the mustard seed. 
Start with a small success that will 
grow with each leadership position.

Servant leadership, a concept 
developed in 1970 by Robert K. 
Greenleaf, suggests that certain traits 
must be a part of leadership. The 
servant leadership traits are humility, 
consideration for others, and being a 
servant. To be a true servant leader, 
an effective leader must be less about 

her thoughts and values and more about 
serving and developing others. Servant 
leadership is more about truly believing 
and leading with the heart. Growth is 
nurtured by servanthood but strangled 
by pride and power. Servant leaders 
joyfully treat others like kings. Servant 
leaders carry the cross and help others 
with theirs. Women in all walks of life 
need love and deeply value being given 
the opportunity to develop. This will 
happen in our courts when leadership is 
about serving, not being served.

As a farm wife, seeds and growing 
are a very important part of my life. 
Because of this farm background, I think 
that it is important to consider another 
parable about seeds that Jesus related. 
He spoke about seeds and the ground 
on which they land. The seed that falls 
by the road is like the person who learns 
about Catholic Daughters and quickly 
accepts it with joy, then does not let the 
meaning of unity and charity go deep 
into their soul, so loses that concept 
and the opportunity to develop their 
leadership. When troubles or problems 
come to the court, membership is 
quickly given up without any learning 
or growing done by the member. The 
seed that falls among the weeds is the 
new leader who hears the teachings and 
good works done by Catholic Daughters 
but allows worries and the busyness 
of life to take over the joy that can be 
obtained in a leadership position in 
Catholic Daughters.

Planting the seeds of leadership in 
the Catholic Daughters is necessary 
for the instituting of new courts and 
supporting those courts already in 
existence. Let your heart listen to 
Jesus through Mary, our mother and 
patroness. Accept His invitation to 
leadership in our great organization, 
Catholic Daughters of the Americas.  



Mustard Seed 

in the Midwest
Vickie M. Feist
Second Vice National Regent
2018 National Convention Chair

The Mustard Seed Store is a Catholic book store in the black hills city of Rapid City. The Mustard Seed Shelter provides 
a warm place for homeless individuals to spend the dangerously cold nights in the reservation town of Eagle Butte. In 
Brookings, there are University researchers who are working out the kinks in a process to convert mustard seeds into 

Navy fighter jet fuel. The Mustard Seed Market has been bringing natural foods to Watertown for twenty years.
Why do I provide these handy facts to you? Just my way of connecting the theme of this Share of the Mustard Seed with 

the Midwest state of South Dakota- the location of your 2018 National Convention!

When? 

July 16-22, 2018
Where? 

Sheraton Sioux Falls & Convention Center, 

Sioux Falls, SD
More details to come.  

Mural of South Dakota’s Mount Rushmore Monument created with corn on the exterior of the world’s only Corn Palace in Mitchell, South Dakota.
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Families 
Growing In Faith Together

In today’s society, individuals, families, and church 
families are being challenged with a variety of trials 
and tribulations. Our world is surrounded by sickness, 

diseases, homelessness, deaths, hunger, and financial 
challenges in the church and home. We are often taken 
through situations that will test our faith. When experiencing 
these situations, we must continue to nurture our family’s 
spiritual growth, through teaching, discussing and 
encouraging spiritual development. As a family, we can come 
together in unity to continue to teach and strengthen our own 
faith on a daily basis. Growing in faith requires a personal 
relationship with God. Family religious involvement benefits 
children, teens and adults. Not only does it strengthen the 
individual, it also strengthens the family.

It is important that families take the time to experience 
their faith in the home, church, and in the community. The 
family meal is a great opportunity to talk about faith as part of 
the family’s activities. If someone is having an issue at work 
or school, it is a good time, to share and receive feedback 
from the entire family. Family faith practices can happen 
during the family meal such as, grace before meals, reading 
the Bible, having conversations, celebrating rituals and 
traditions. It allows family members to act on their concerns 
for themselves and for other family members. Mealtime can 
be a faith-filled experience for all family members.

Family weekly worship in the home and church is also 
important. It gives a family the opportunity to experience 
insights into the daily Scripture Readings. Family activities 
can be created to help families apply the Scripture readings 
to their daily family living. It is important that family members 
attend Mass together. Encourage family members to take a 
leadership role in the parish and community activities. There 
are many activities in which a family can participate. Family 
members can serve as greeters, ushers, lectors, participate on 
the choir; celebrate special liturgical events (JCDA Sunday, CDA 
Sunday, World Youth Day), or offer to be a prayer partner. They 
can also plan workshops on family-faith practices or family-
focused topics and invite the church community. Families can 
include topics for adults and children.

Many family volunteer opportunities are available in the 
community. One of the most important is serving those in 
need. Check with Catholic Charities for a list of needs within 
the church and community. Establish a relationship with a 
local agency in the area. Both children and adults can be 
powerful in their faith by serving others.

The mustard seed is a good example how faith can work in 
our lives. The seed starts out very small, but when it increases 
in size, it becomes greater than all the herbs and produces 
greater es. When families grow together in knowing God, 
their faith will increase and continue to grow.  

Essie Walker
National Director
Family Chairman
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Carol M. Bogacz
National Director 
Quality of Life ChairmanTolerance

Our faith as Catholic Daughters is put into perspective 
as we see the size of a mustard seed. We often look 
at things and ask, “Is it possible?” The mustard 

seed gives us an image of growing trees, shrubs, flowers 
and plants that provide us a powerful insight into how the 
quietness of our faith grows among us and within us.

At our State Conventions, we were all reminded as 
Catholic Daughters that we have grown together in our 
faith through our actions of love and compassion towards 
others. That is the mustard seed taking firm roots in our 
lives. We are on a wonderful journey, but sometimes we are 
confronted with situations that are difficult for us to accept 
such as different habits, cultures, beliefs, or individual’s 
lifestyles. All of a sudden our journey is faced with turmoil. 
Maybe God places those individuals before us to help us 
see ourselves as part of a greater whole created by God.

Like all parables, the purpose of the Mustard Seed 
Parable is to teach a “big idea,” which is growing in faith. 
Here is a little different story about growing in faith while 
at the same time growing in tolerance. This is a true story 
about a court in WV. They decided to do a simple but 
meaningful project called “Pay It Forward.” It basically was 
to do an act of kindness randomly out in the community. 
Spreading their love and kindness took a different twist as 
they reported back to the organizers. One CDA member was 
in line at the drug store getting her own prescriptions when 
she noticed a young tattooed man with long stringy hair 
and a long straggly beard standing in front of her. There 
seemed to be a problem with his medication. He said that 
he did not have enough money. Before the CDA member 
heard him say that, she was thinking to herself, “I bet he 
is trying to get some narcotics, and they won’t give it to 
him.” The clerk said, “You are only short $10.00.” CDA 
member again thought to herself, “It is ‘Pay It Forward,’ but 
really God!” The young man walked away. The CDA member 
stepped up asked the clerk, “Is he trying to get narcotics?” 
She responded quickly with, “No way; he has cancer and 
cannot get one of his cancer drugs.” The CDA member ran 
after the young man and gave him the money to get the 
medication he needed. I believe that CDA member’s life has 

changed forever. She learned a lesson of understanding 
and tolerance. Other stories from other members came 
pouring in to the organizers about stepping out of their 
comfort zones and feeling surprised and better about 
themselves. It became the first experience of working to 
increase their tolerance for many. Their ultimate goal was 
and still to change the world one act of kindness at a time.

Are we as Catholic Daughters making everyone welcome 
at our meetings, in our parishes, and in our communities? 
For many the Catholic Daughters are the face of the Catholic 
Church. We need to take that extra step as Pope Francis 
said, “What do I do to make the Church a community where 
everyone feels welcome and understood, everyone feels 
mercy and love of God who renews life?”

If we as Catholic Daughters can be tolerant and put forth 
the effort to incorporate these small things in our daily lives 
and remind others to do the same, what a better world we 
would live in!
•  If you see a child acting out of sorts and the parents seem to 

be struggling with the youngster, extend or offer a helping 
hand, or extend a friendly gesture like a comforting smile.

•  If you see an individual physically laboring to enter a 
building or a room, hold open the door, move into the 
center of the pew, or help in any way possible.

•  If you see an individual displaying unusual behavior 
understand that it may be a sign of a disability. Embrace 
the individual as a child of God, and realize that every one 
of us has different ways of receiving and communicating 
God’s love.

•  If you see an individual who is lacking neatness or 
cleanliness, consider that he/she might be in need of 
assistance. Act with compassion.

•  Some individuals may have difficulty in getting through 
the Liturgy in its entirety. Offer transportation. It may 
open a door. Offer acceptance and understanding. A 
smile, a hug or some small act of kindness can make all 
the difference.

“Amen I say to you, whatever you did for one of these 
least of my brothers, you did for me.” Matthew 25: 40  



Visit www.GetCatholicTV.com to contact your carrier via email, 
or contact Bonnie Rodgers at BRodgers@CatholicTV.org for postcards.

AT&T U-verse Television
Director of Programming
1880 Century Park East, Suite 1101
Los Angeles, CA  90067

Spectrum
60 Columbus Circle
New York, NY 10023

Comcast
1701 JFK Boulevard
Philadelphia, PA 19103

Verizon FiOS TV
140 West Street, Floor 22
New York, NY 10007

DIRECTV
Director of Programming
2230 E. Imperial Hwy.
El Segundo, CA 90245

SuddenLink
12444 Powerscourt Dr.
St. Louis, MO 63131

DISH Network
Director of Programming
EchoStar Communications Corp.
9601 S. Meridian Blvd.
Englewood, CO 80112

Cox Communications Inc.
Director of Programming
1400 Lake Hearn Drive
Atlanta, Georgia 30319
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Pictured after Mass, seated, left to right, Lillian Orsak, Annie Fietsam, 
Georgie Moretz and Judy Klesel. Second row, Brenda Pat Christ, 
Lorine Machicek, Dolores Wilkes, Rosa Galipp, Kathy Bertsch, Karen 
Miley and Jan Ripper. Third row, Phyllis Venghaus, Claudine Franz, 
Peggy Kusy, Anna Marie Huebner, Lorine Christ, Gloria Kolek, Peggy 
Kalich, Barbara Beselka and Lillian Hilscher. Last row, Sarah Olle, 
Joyce Dittrich, Earline Fietsam, Annie Mae Ripper, Judy Kubenka, 
Father Bazar, Suzette Surman, Katy Kutac, Bernadette Gillings, 
Brenda Rehak and Sheila Brossmann. 

TEXAS COURT CELEBRATES 65 YEARS
The anniversary celebration of Court St. Rose #1597, Schulenberg, 

Texas, began with a procession into Mass celebrated by Rev. Ty 

Bazar. After Mass court members and invited guests enjoyed a 

luncheon celebration at the St. Rose of Lima School Cafeteria. 

Regent Rosa Galipp welcomed all, and Court Chaplain Rev. Timothy 

Kosler blessed the meal. Brenda Fietsam, Regent of Court Queen 

of the Holy Rosary #2282, LaGrange, Texas, was a special guest.

NINETY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY  
FOR NEBRASKA COURT
Court Our Lady of Loretto #709, Plattsmouth, Nebraska, celebrated 

its ninety-fifth anniversary with Mass followed by a coffee and cake 

reception with parishioners in the Church Commons. Among the 

special guests were Nebraska State Regent Rosemary Shald, First 

Vice State Regent Nancy Brown and District Deputy Elaine Boyce. 

Knights of Columbus were also present to honor the occasion.

TEXAS COURT MARKS CENTENNIAL
Court Our Lady of Perpetual Help # 296, Windthorst, Texas, 

celebrated the New Year and its 100th anniversary together. A 

member brunch and awards social was followed by Mass at St. 

Mary’s Catholic Church. The New Year’s Day celebration was held 

in conjunction with the anniversary of the first Mass held at St. 

Mary’s 125 years ago. The Most Rev. Michael F. Olson, Bishop, 

Diocese of Ft. Worth, Texas, and Court Chaplain Rev. Michael 

Malone, Pastor, con-celebrated. The day’s remainder was spent 

in unity enjoying lunch prepared by the Knights of Columbus and 

viewing historical memorabilia honoring the past, present, and 

future of both CDA and St. Mary’s.

CALIFORNIA COURT HONORS LONG TERM 
MEMBERS AT ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
Court Compton #942, Compton, California, celebrated its 92nd 

anniversary with an African-American History Month Mass at 

Our Lady of Victory Parish celebrated by Pastor Rev. Francisco 

Valdovinos, S.T. Aja Brown, Mayor of Compton, was special guest 

speaker. Among long-term members honored, some in absentia, 

were Vice Regent Alice Avery, Sandra Koch, Luciens Braun, 

Marion Malley, Helen Ramelot, Rita Dartis, Lovie Washington, 

Fanny Carter, Julie Mayfield and Doris Wilson. In the photo court 

members gather in church with Mayor Brown and Father Francisco.
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FOUR DECADE MILESTONE  
FOR OKLAHOMA COURT
Court St Jude #2166, Lawton, Oklahoma, honored its 40th 

anniversary with Mass and the Blessing of the Throats by Rev. Roy 

Narisetti and Deacon Jim Coe. A luncheon followed at Mi Familia 

restaurant. In the photo, court members in white pause from the 

festivities with Father Narisetti and Deacon Jim.
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ARIZONA COURT COMMEMORATES  
FORTIETH ANNIVERSARY
Court Our Lady of the Desert #2164, Mesa, Arizona, celebrated 

its 40th anniversary with Mass celebrated by Court Chaplain Rev. 

Thielo Ramirez, followed by brunch. Arizona First Vice State Regent 

Irene Gramza and State Secretary Lorrie Holland represented the 

Arizona State Board. Madeline Marcoux, Regent, Court St. Clare 

of Assisi #2677, Surprise, Arizona, was present. National Director 

Susan Moné, the court’s only surviving charter member, gave a 

brief history of the court. Susan was presented with a corsage 

and plaque to mark the landmark occasion. Susan’s mother, Jean 

Beatty, had also been a charter member of the court.

MASSACHUSETTS COURT CELEBRATES  
95TH ANNIVERSARY
Members of Court Margaret #629, North Adams, Massachusetts, 

joyously celebrated their 95th anniversary with Mass followed by 

brunch at St. Elizabeth of Hungary Church in North Adams. Mass 

was con-celebrated by Court Chaplain Rev. William Cyr and Rev. 

Pinto Paul from Holy Cross Family Ministries. Deacon George Galli 

was homilist. Pictured, left to right, Father Cyr, Treasurer Alice 

Samia, Recording Secretary Sally Nolan, Massachusetts Second 

Vice State Regent Patricia Adams, Regent Justyna Carlson, State 

Regent Maureen Trainor, District Deputy Mary Ann Gruszecki and 

Anne Carruth, Regent, Court Bishop Molloy #1441, Nashua, New 

Hampshire. Anne’s mother Ruth Meaney and Sister Mary Ellen 

Perrault were long-time members of Court Margaret. Present 

but not pictured were Past National Regent M. Joan McKenna, 

Past National Director Joyce Fleming, and Past State Regent Judi 

Shooter.

TWENTY-FIVE YEAR ANNIVERSARY  
FOR TEXAS COURT
Original story written by Delia Soto for the newspaper “The 

Progress.”

Court Our Lady of the Rivers #2376, Three Rivers, Texas, honored 

its special milestone with a Mass that included a blessing 

by Pastor Rev. Ryszard “Richard” Zielinski. Father Zielinski 

emphasized that a priest cannot be a priest if he does not have 

his hands, and with his hands come the blessings, indicating the 

Catholic Daughters are a blessing who reach out with their helping 

hands and happy hearts to do work for the parish and community. 

He thanked court members for their commitment and service. 

His encouraging words left a powerful impact on court members, 

knowing he is their shepher, and they are his flock. A meeting led 

by Regent Carmelita Moreno followed the worship service in the 

fellowship hall. Sheryl Henry, who was instrumental in forming 

the court and who was the first regent, led a group prayer prior 

to celebrating with a cake and ice cream social. Court members 

assist Father Richard as lectors, sing in the church choir and help 

with the upkeep of the church and the annual barbecue picnic, 

which is a major fundraiser for the church community.
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ILLINOIS COURT HELPS MOTHERS IN NEED
Court Ave Maria #1385, Pinckneyville, Illinois, sponsored its 

annual collection of baby items to be given to the County 

Health Department and distributed to young mothers in need 

through various agencies. In the photo, court members stand 

behind a table of the many baby items collected. Front row, 

left to right: Barb Giacomo, Susan Epplin, Sara Malinski, 

Mary Giacomo, Darlene Vanderjack, Marguerite Spencer, Rita 

Harris, Janet Sherman, Julie Lunnemann, and Shirley Bigham. 

Second row, Connie Mathis, Denise Bathon, Judy Malinski, 

Angie Bruns, Carol Isaacs and Sandy Ferror.

CALIFORNIA COURT ADOPTS A STREET
Every three months members of Court Holy Innocents #2446, Victorville, California, 

and their families brave the elements of the desert and use rakes, hoes, shovels 

and muscles as they participate in the City of Victorville Adopt-a-Street program. 

Members work from two to four hours cleaning debris and weeds from the church 

property. Yolanda Troutman coordinates the program for the court and provides city 

shirts, water and equipment. Church pastor and Court Chaplain Rev. Pat Travers 

and the parish community appreciate the work and the maintenance of the church 

property. Though the work is hard, the ladies always do a great job and end with a 

picture and a smile. 

Pictured from left to right, Diana Pyle, Lucy Rheinhardt-Ulatowski, Anna Watson, Chelsea 
Watson, Patty Rodarte, Shirley Kaufer, Michele Quinn, Lisa Thiem, and Yolanda Troutman. 
Participating, but not present for the picture, Regent Jo Ann Gaskill, Nick Luedtke, Vikki 
Rubio and daughters, Jerry Kaufer, George and Annabelle Watson, Nancy Garren, Cheryl 
Moreno, Shirley Fraser, June Brown and Kathy Reimund. 

SINGLE MOTHERS AND BABIES GET AID FROM 
NEW YORK COURT
Treasurer Laura Paretta, Court Queen of the Universe #1702, Smithtown, 

New York, is seen manning the Birthright International baby shower 

table (according to its website, “Birthright offers love, hope and support 

to each woman, to help her make a realistic plan for her future and the 

future of her unborn child”) for the court’s annual fundraiser. Money, 

baby clothing and other necessities donated to this annual fundraiser 

are disseminated to various charities benefiting single mothers and 

babies in need.

HOMELESS HELPED BY TEXAS COURT
Every February, members of Court Most Precious Blood #2380, Corpus 

Christi, Texas, provide lunch to the homeless at the Mother Teresa 

Shelter in Corpus Christi as part of the court’s charitable project “Love 

Our Homeless.” The court served two pieces of fried chicken, mashed 

potatoes, corn, a roll, beverage, cupcake and chocolate Valentine 

candy to 150 homeless people, sixteen transitional residents and nine 

staff members. In the photo, front row, left to right, Sister Cebe, Aurora 

Canales, Sister Rency, Mary Alice Garcia, Cookie Adame and Adriana 

Adame. Back row, left to right, Michelle Burden, Janie Ayala, Angie Garza, 

Regent Cindy Doxey, Vice Regent Cyndi Duarte and Elida Gutierrez.

HOSPITAL NURSERY AIDED BY TEXAS COURT
Each year Court Mary Mother of Mercy #2143, Hillsboro, 

Texas, joins parishioners of Our Lady of Mercy Church for a 

baby shower to collect items for donation to the Hill Regional 

Hospital Nursery in honor of “Right to Life.” In the photo, 

Kay Tucker, center, Director of Obstetrics at Hill Regional 

Hospital, accepts baby items from Judy Grabowski, left, and 

Margaret Kennedy.
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COURTS WORK TOGETHER IN CALIFORNIA TO 
HELP SEMINARIANS
Members of three courts in the Oakland Diocese presented the 

Bishop of Oakland with a check for $4,000 from proceeds of the 

Bishop’s Burse fundraiser in support of diocesan seminarians. 

The Bishop’s Burse, held every other year, was hosted by Court 

St. Raymond #2057, Dublin, California, with a luncheon and a 

vintage fashion show featuring “Goodwill Bags.” In the photo, 

left to right, Treasurer Phyllis Guild, and Vice Regent Sylvia San 

Miguel, Court St. Raymond; from Court Mary, Queen of the World 

#2400, San Leandro, Vice Regent Laura Vacca, Regent Kim Oliver, 

and Financial Secretary Molly Oliver; Secretary Dreanna Alaniz, 

Court St. Raymond; The Very Reverend Michael Barber, Bishop of 

Oakland; Regent Tess Chiampas and Financial Secretary Maureen 

Laubacher, Court St. Raymond; District Deputy Nita Volker, 

Court Father Francisco de LaSuen #1508, Mission San Jose; and 

Secretary Lorine Bakowsky, Court Mary, Queen of the World.

RUMMAGE SALE FOR CHARITIES  
BY ARIZONA COURT
Court Our Lady of Lourdes #2278, Sun City West, Arizona, holds a 

rummage sale each spring as its major fundraiser. Ably directed by 

co-chairmen Joan Cosson and Lucy Horner, the sale allows gently 

used or no longer needed items to find new homes and assists 

the budget-minded in purchasing furniture, clothing, electronics, 

tools, housewares and other useful items at a reasonable price. 

Thanks to the tremendous support of the parish and the local 

community the court will donate $35,000 to 30 local, state, and 

national charities.
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Volunteers take a break from packing.

WEST CHICAGO COURT PACKS FOOD FOR HUNGRY 
CHILDREN
Thirteen members of Court West Chicago #432, West Chicago, Illinois, joined by two 

family members, volunteered at the Feed My Starving Children packing site in Aurora, 

Illinois. The team filled almost thirty cartons of food to be shipped to Nicaragua. Feed 

My Starving Children, a Christian non-profit organization committed to feeding God’s 

children in poor countries, is the court’s newest project. The court volunteers hand-

packed vegetarian MannPack Rice meals, which contain a power-packed formula 

of twenty vitamins and minerals added to dried vegetables, soy protein and rice. It 

is specially formulated for malnourished children, providing complete nutrition for 

children to grow and thrive. The food packets are sent to nearly fifty countries.

TEXAS COURT RALLIES FOR LIFE
Members of Court St. Angela of the Cross 

#2674, Houston, Texas, joined over 7000 Texans 

from all over the state at the Texas Rally for Life 

in the state capitol of Austin on January 28. 

Court members began their journey with Mass 

at Annunciation Church in Houston, boarded 

buses to Austin where they passed out prayer 

cards before continuing to the south steps of the 

capitol building. In the photo, Barbara Syzdek, 

Dela Garza and Bobbie LeBlanc hold the court 

banner with the capitol building prominent in 

the background.
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WASHINGTON COURT HELPS HOMELESS TEENS
Court Madonna of the Valley, #2556, Spokane Valley, Washington, 

contacted Crosswalk (under the umbrella of Volunteers of 

America) to help homeless teens by providing Teen “Blessing 

Bags” with personal items to meet some of their needs. The court 

delivered 100 Blessing Bags, each of which included a knitted hat, 

gloves, a pair of socks, hand warmers, hygiene products, granola, 

and water. In the photo, left to right, Regent Sue Kappen, Head 

Coordinator for Spokane Crosswalk Lyn Smestad, Crosswalk 

aide, Past Regent Shirley Pantaleo, Project Chairman Donna June 

Kellams and Past Regent Virginia McMulkin.

CRIME VICTIMS AIDED  
BY PENNSYLVANIA COURT
Court Monessen #776, Monessen, Pennsylvania, collected baby 

items for the Blackburn Center in Greensburg (The Blackburn 

Center provides services for people whose lives have been affected 

by violence or crime.) In the photo, seated, Marsha Rocereta; first 

row, left to right, Debbie Genemore, Patsi Fantauzzi, Rosemarie 

Lesovic, Patricia Godla, Guest Speaker Beth Babyak (Education/

Outreach Manager of the Blackburn Center), Della Guseman, Toni 

Roman, Rene Moncini, Ethel Peshok and Rosina Volpi; middle 

row, Jackie Elias, Janet Manderino, Betty Geis, Kathy Byron, Dolly 

Cieply, Alice Frolo, MaryAnn Gallo and Rose Sowko. Back row, 

Kathy Imbrescia, Kristy Chavez and Beverly Mascetta.

MARYLAND STATE COURT PAINTS BOWLS TO 
HELP THE HUNGRY
The Maryland State Court participated in the annual “Empty Bowls” 

project sponsored by the St. Vincent de Paul Society of Baltimore. 

Each participant paid $10.00 to paint a bowl, the proceeds of which 

will help to feed the hungry throughout the state. There are 760,000 

people in Maryland who do not have enough to eat, and this annual 

event has helped feed 66,000 homeless people. Last year forty local 

court members attended, and this year the number increased to 

seventy. The Maryland State Court plans to support this cause again 

next year. In the photo, Maryland Catholic Daughters are seen hard 

at work painting bowls.

FAT TUESDAY LUNCHEON  
HELD BY TEXAS COURT
Court Sacred Heart #829, West, Texas, hosted its annual Fat 

Tuesday Taco Soup and Salad Luncheon, which included a Silent 

Auction and Raffle, at the Knights of Columbus Hall. On the 

weekend prior to the luncheon, a group of men and women baked 

buchtas (Czech pastry) for sale at the St. Mary Parish Center. Total 

funds raised from the event were $11,300. Left to right, Wanda 

Stacha, Jeanie Maguire, Monica May and Rose Kubacak.

WASHINGTON COURTS  
DONATE TO FOOD BANK
Members of Court Our Lady Queen of Peace #2463, Bothell, 

Washington, and Court St. Rita #957 Everett, visited the food 

bank of St. Charles Parish in Burlington to donate homemade 

baby blankets, jackets, and hats. While the Catholic Daughters 

helped distribute the items, Court Our Lady Queen of Peace 

Chaplain Rev. Jose Ugalde, M.Sp.S., cooked Yakisoba (fried 

buckwheat, a Japanese dish,) for everyone and worked in the 

food bank. In the photo, left to right, Father Ugalde, Eileen 

Dostert, Colleen Benedetti, Mary Krajewski, Lucy Higgins, 

Mary Pinger and Lois Raske.
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WISCONSIN COURT CONTRIBUTES TO FREE 
DENTAL CLINIC
Members of Court St. Mary #914, Lake Geneva, Wisconsin, joined 

hands with neighboring Open Arms Free Clinic, Inc. to help 

incorporate a free dental clinic into its health and wellness facility. 

Funds were raised by the court at a champagne reception at the 

world-renowned Yerkes Observatory in nearby Williams Bay to 

purchase a dental chair, lights, and stool. In addition, a check for 

more than $2,400 was given to Open Arms for dental equipment 

and supplies. Pictured, front, Gwen Faust, court fundraiser chair, 

presenting the check to Board Chairman Rev. Daniel Sanders. Back 

row, left to right, Past Court Regent Diane Read, clinic volunteer 

Kathy McLaughlin and Court Fundraiser Committee members 

Susanne Micklevitz, the late Rita Leahy, Maureen Allenstein and 

Clinic Executive Director Sara Nichols.

FREE RELIGIOUS ITEMS FOR PARISHIONERS 
FROM TEXAS COURT
Court St. Faustina #2478, Dallas, Texas, collects new and gently used 

religious articles throughout the year and then gives them away 

for free after Mass on one Sunday during Lent. This annual event is 

very popular because it allows members to clear out some of their 

duplicate or no longer needed objects and know that they will be 

going to someone who will truly cherish them. Items also frequently 

come from the families of deceased members who are extremely 

happy to have a way to pass on the religious items that belonged to 

their loved ones. In the photo, standing in front of the table where the 

religious items are offered are Carmen Grant, Florence Crable, Lupe 

Del Angel and Event Coordinator Christine Bukowsky.

NEVADA COURTS HELPS PARISH  
GET PALL CLOTH
Court Our Lady of the Valley, #2118, Las Vegas, Nevada, made 

a sizeable special donation to their parish, St. Viator Catholic 

Community, towards purchasing a much needed pall cloth for funeral 

services. In the photo, left to right, Eleanor Aruiza, Felicitas Bentley, 

Recording Secretary Nancy Scarbro, Regent Bernadette Lopez-

Garrett, Lilian Proce, Pastor Rev. Richard Rinn, C.S.V., Pat Gronowski, 

Lorna Santarossa, Alesia Foster, Mary Ann Ponci, Vice Regent Leonie 

Frisbee, Financial Secretary Loy Prado and Rhonda Sharp.

TEXAS COURT COMBINES BINGO AND 
SPAGHETTI FOR CHARITY
Court St. Gianna Beretta Molla #2691, Corsicana, Texas, held a 

Bingo and Spaghetti Dinner on Saturday evening. Proceeds 

from the dinner were used for the court’s service projects in the 

Corsicana community. In the photo, court members pause from the 

festivities behind a sign announcing the event.
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MASSACHUSETTS CAMPUS COURT DELIVERS 
HOPE TO ADDICTED HOMELESS
Campus Court Stonehill College #2623, Easton, Massachusetts, 

teamed up with Campus Knights of Columbus Fr. Alan Kraw 

Council # 7673 to join members of Our Lady of Lourdes parish in 

Brockton in a service project to benefit Hand Delivered Hope. Hand 

Delivered Hope is an organization that provides street outreach 

to deliver basic needs, nutrition and resources, as well as hope 

and support for recovery, to those in active addiction. Court 

members assembled lunches and care packages, “Bags of Hope,” 

with items collected in the parish to be distributed to homeless 

victims of addiction on the streets of Boston. The campus court 

took part in this project last year and later hosted the founder of 

HDH, Lynnel Cox, as a speaker at Stonehill College. Ms. Cox shared 

her personal story as the mother of a young addict living on the 

streets, and how she channeled her worry and pain into forming 

a charitable organization that offers food, clothing, comfort and 

hope to addicts, as well as education and advocacy to lawmakers, 

healthcare professionals and the general public.

NEW COURT INSTITUTED IN COLORADO
Court Our Lady of Peace #2728, Woodland Park, Colorado, was 

instituted on January 14, at Our Lady of the Woods Catholic Church. 

Colorado State Regent Bonnie Valcik instituted the court and Court 

Chaplain Rev. Dr. Timothy L. Corbley, I.V. Dei, installed the new 

officers. In the photo, front row, surrounded by the new court 

members, left to right, Father Corbley; Jamie Ruder, vice regent; 

Beverly Jopek, treasurer; Carol Ashurst, financial secretary; Rose 

Long, recording secretary; Evelyn Irving, immediate past Colorado 

state regent and court member; Julie Hatch, regent; Mary Jane 

Armstrong, first vice state regent; and to her left, Bonnie Valcik, 

state regent.

TEXAS COURT INVOLVED IN A VARIETY OF 
ACTIVITIES
Court St. Thomas More #2683, San Antonio, Texas instituted in 

October 2014, fosters spirituality and engagement in the parish 

and community. The court began monthly presentations on a 

devotion or title of Mary and an annual May Crowning of Mary. 

Subsequent initiatives included presenting to the parish a statue 

of Our Lady of Grace, a parish-wide drive for house cleaning 

supplies for the Fisher Houses at Ft. Sam Houston Military Base, 

a monthly Living Rosary and a “high tea” bringing women and 

children together to experience a Sunday afternoon of elegance. 

Members gather periodically to bead Rosary bracelets, book 

markers and other items that are sold after weekend Masses to 

assist in Circle of Love projects. Recently, the court held its first 

Baby Shower for mothers from local agencies that have chosen to 

keep their babies. Donations of diapers, clothing and baby items 

were given to local agencies. Expectant mothers were treated to 

gift bags with baby items to take home.

Court members gather to celebrate after the successful luncheon. 
Seated, left to right, Rose Young; Oguilvia Skelton, vice regent; Mary 
Shanahan; Anna Marie Blume; and Eileen Laudani. Standing, left 
to right, Julia Kelso, regent; Jane Myrand; Donna Schatz; Christine 
Beltran; Susan Freeman; Cathleen Kirby; Cynthia Fisher; Pat 
Halvorsen, financial secretary; Tess Cersovski, recording secretary; 
Barbara Gunn; Shirley Forgarty; Lisa Hurlimann. 

OREGON COURT BAKE SALE HELPS STUDENTS
Court Oregon #118, Eugene, Oregon, held its third Annual 

Sweetheart Salad Luncheon and Bake Sale at St. Mary, Our Lady 

of the Presentation Catholic Church where Court Chaplain Rev. Ron 

Nelson is Pastor. Many in the court donated a salad or volunteered 

at the luncheon, and the Bake Sale featured over ten pounds of 

homemade fudge! Proceeds will benefit local students who will 

attend the Steubenville Conference (a Catholic conference for 

teens) in San Diego this fall.
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TEXAS COURT HELPS PRO-LIFE ON 44TH 
“ROE VS WADE” ANNIVERSARY
Court St. Francis of Assisi #1887, San Antonio, Texas, hosted a 

baby shower to benefit The Gabriel Project on the 44th Anniversary 

of the Supreme Court Roe v. Wade decision allowing abortion. 

The Gabriel Project, which began in Houston in 1990, provides 

help to pregnant women who might not choose life for their 

unborn babies. Local parishioners were invited, and all present 

enjoyed bingo, games, door prizes and food. A large supply of 

diapers, wipes, toiletries, other baby items and $155.00 in cash 

was collected. In the photo, court attendees, front row, Carrie 

Maldonado, Charter member Eva Gomez, Hope Cano, Angie Salas, 

Socorro Flores, Helen Gutierrez and Secretary Zulema Mota. Back 

row, Sylvia Coronado, Financial Secretary Maria Clark, Regent 

Amelia Torres, Lydia Hernandez, Sylvia Salas, Vice Regent Leticia 

Flores, Dolores Gomez and District Deputy Janie Villarreal.

CALIFORNIA COURT TEAMS UP WITH KNIGHTS 
FOR FISH FRY
Court Marian #1669, Lakewood, California, joined Knights of 

Columbus Msgr. Daniel Kielty #10140 to host their annual joint 

Fish Fry. Funds raised were distributed to area schools that the 

court supports. The event was a success, and members also 

celebrated the court’s sixty-third anniversary. In the photo, Pat 

Hunter, left, sits at a table during the fish fry with Bonnie Warner 

and her husband Bob.

NEW COURT IN NEW MEXICO
Court San Miguel #2730, Socorro, New Mexico, was instituted 

with 26 members on March 19, 2017, on the day of the Feast of St. 

Joseph. In the photo new members dressed in white smile happily.

TEXAS COURT LOVES VALENTINE’S DAY
Valentine’s Day was celebrated by members of Court Queen of the 

Holy Rosary #2282, La Grange, Texas, at the beautiful Texas Czech 

Heritage and Cultural Center. A catered chicken spaghetti dinner, 

sisterhood, and friendship were enjoyed by all. The celebration 

also honored Court Chaplain Rev. Dan Kahlich, District Deputy 

Terri Wagner and Parish Deacon John McCourt. In the picture, 

attendees, many in “Catholic Daughter and Valentine’s Day red,” 

pause during the festivities.

NORTH CAROLINA COURT OFFERS LENTEN SOUP 
AND SUBSTANCE
Court Asheville #412, Asheville, North Carolina, helps the Basilica of 

St. Lawrence with its project of serving a meal every Friday during Lent 

followed by the Stations of the Cross. Calling it “soup and substance,” 

court members prepare and serve the meal, clean up, and then the 

Stations of the Cross begins. In the photo, front row, left to right, Silvia 

Bendersky and Cecelia Meredith. Second row, left to right, District Deputy 

Veronica Sartor, Financial Secretary Sharon Stosich, Vice Regent Mickie 

Booth and Liz Pritchard. Third row, left to right, Treasurer Marge Sposato, 

Recording Secretary Aviva Bruyer, Joan Tolley and Cindy Smith.
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LOUISIANA HOLDS CHRISTMAS SOCIAL 
FOR OFFICERS
The Third Annual Christmas Social for officers within the 

Diocese of Lake Charles, Louisiana, was held at the Cathedral 

of the Immaculate Conception Ave Maria Hall in Lake Charles. 

Invitations were sent to all local court officers, state chairmen 

and state officers. Among those attending were Louisiana 

State Officers Connie Dronette, first vice regent; Dawn 

Fortenberry, second vice regent; Donna Young, recording 

secretary; and Margaret Comeaux, treasurer. Officers from 

many local courts within the diocese also attended. The 

social was hosted by District Deputies Karen Fills, chairman; 

Melina Dally, co-chairman; Aline Babineaux; Barbara Lantz; 

Christie Melancon; and Cindy Vincent.

MINNESOTA COURT CHALLENGES KNIGHTS TO 
FOOD FIGHT
Court St. Bernard #886, Lismore, Minnesota, issued a “food fight” 

challenge to the St. Anthony Knights of Columbus. The friendly 

competition between the men and women was to see which 

organization could collect the most items for the local food shelf. The 

group with fewer items would prepare and serve a parish meal after 

Saturday evening Mass. Everyone was encouraged to join the spirited 

competition by donating non-perishable food, personal care articles 

and household items. At its conclusion, visiting priest Rev. James Bream 

declared that the amount of items donated was “too close to call” so 

it was determined to be a tie. Therefore, the Daughters and Knights 

made a joint effort to provide an evening of fun, food and fellowship to 

conclude the competition. Pictured with the donated items are Knights 

Matt Loosbrock, Tom Diekmann and Frank Kemper, and court members 

Shanelle Henning, Stephani Diekmann and Lisa Diekmann.

CALIFORNIA COURT VISITS SEMINARY
Members of Court Our Lady of the Angels #2599, Burbank, California, 

with Court Chaplain Deacon Ryan Adams and Associate Pastor Rev. 

Jeff Baker of court parish St. Charles Borromeo, visited Saint John’s 

Seminary to pray Vespers with seminarians in the chapel. Dinner 

followed, and members were fortunate to spend time with court-

sponsored seminarian Cesar Galan.

DAY OF RECOLLECTION FOR GUAM COURT
Court Our Lady of Camarin #2047, Tamuning, Guam, 

celebrated a Day of Recollection Prayer Service on March 26, 

in the St. Therese Chapel, Agana Basilica. The court members 

were joined by Spiritual Director Monsignor B.B. Arroyo.
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LENTEN SOUP SUPPER HOSTED  
BY NEVADA COURT
Court Our Lady of the Rosary #2226, Las Vegas, Nevada, hosted a 

Lenten Soup Supper. In the photo, gathered in the kitchen, left to 

right, Nancy Rossi, Laurie Borgna, Asuncion Cedron, Elda Garcia, 

Kathie Light, Theresa Haddad, Rev. Steve Hoffer, Nevada State 

Regent Jina Couvrette, Rae VanHoven, Jeri Flynn, Mary Vodrazka, 

Dorothy Calabrese, Edna McMillion, Kim DePatie, Vee Panajon and 

Kathy Balchunas.

The Northern California Veterans Home. 

CALIFORNIA COURT PRAYS  
WITH VETERANS
Members of Court Our Lady of Shasta #2312, 

Redding, California, pray with Catholic residents 

of the Northern California Veterans Home in 

Redding on the third Wednesday of each month 

year round.

Under the leadership of Regent Gerilynn Leeka 

and with guidance from Deacon Rich Valles, 

members meet in the chapel of the Veteran’s 

Home to recite the rosary, pray for special needs, 

and receive the Holy Eucharist. A consistent group 

of 10-12 residents participate, and reaching out to 

them has become a beloved and integral part of 

the court’s schedule each month. The court prays 

that this activity will be ongoing for years to come.

VALENTINE DANCE HOSTED BY NORTH 
CAROLINA COURT
Court St. Bernadette #2629, Fuqua-Varina, North Carolina, hosted 

the annual Valentine Dance. Rev. Ian VanHeusen, twenty-four court 

members and seventy-five parishioners attended. The Church 

Youth Group decorated the walls earlier in the day. Four members 

served the food, and leftovers went to the Parish Pantry for the 

needy on Monday morning. In the photo Father VanHeusen sits 

in front of court members surrounded by the lovely decorations 

prepared by the Youth Group.

LOUISIANA COURT SUPPORTS SENIOR 
SPIRITUALITY
A Senior Day of Reflection at Our Lady of Prompt Succor Church in 

Alexandria was hosted by Court Notre Dame #1452, Alexandria, 

Louisiana. The event included morning coffee and donuts, a 

guest speaker, Mass and lunch. Senior Day is part of a ministry 

to serve all seniors within the Our Lady of Prompt Succor Church 

Community. Court members hosting, left to right, Suzanne Evans, 

Cherlye Verzwyvelt, Regent Elsie Campbell, Rose Walker, Marie 

Weeks, Norene Diegelmann, Sharon Vandersypen, Linda Gauthier, 

Anna Ryland and Donna Young.

MINNESOTA COURT BOOK CLUB CONVENES
The Book Club of Court Queen of Peace #1558, Slayton, Minnesota, 

read and discussed “Ordinary Lives, Extraordinary Mission: 5 

Steps to Winning the War Within” by Dr. John Wood. Pictured, left 

to right, Alice Knutson, Barb Surprenant, Betty Dahlhoff, Karen 

Juenemann, Rita Lear, Joann Halbur, Joyce Risacher and Deb 

Hagen. Absent from the photo are Marlys Knuth and Bev Schreier.
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BLANKETS FOR THE HOMELESS SEWN BY 
PENNSYLVANIA COURT
Members of Court Bellevue #655, Bellevue, Pennsylvania, made 

no-sew fleece blankets at a court meeting. Court sewers made ten 

warm blankets that were donated to the Light of Life Mission in 

Pittsburgh. In the photo, Financial Secretary Maria Faller, District 

Deputy Karen Jmay, Vice Regent Rose Faller, and Mary Agnes 

Schmidt can be seen working on the blankets.

TEXAS COURT HAS A BALL ON ASTROS 
FAMILY DAY
Dorothy Bodle, Regent, Court Queen of Angels #1538, Wallis, 

Texas, and her family joined other Catholic Daughters at the 

first CDA Family Day to watch a Houston Astros baseball game. 

Everyone watched Texas State Regent Eve Trevino throw out the 

first ball and rooted for the Astros as they faced the Chicago White 

Sox. The Astros lost, but Regent Bodle’s granddaughter Laura Tully 

had lucky seat #13 and was given an Astros’ pillow pet from Texas 

District #20, which organized the event. In the photo, Dorothy 

stands with Laura and her new pillow pet.

WEST VIRGINIA COURT HELPS FEED THE 
HUNGRY FAMILY
Court Victory #379, Weston, West Virginia, worked on the court’s 

new Family category in the Circle of Love with its Feed the Hungry 

Family project. Cooperating with the local Catholic school, Girl 

Scouts, and St. Patrick Parish, court members donated canned 

food so that twenty-six families and over 100 persons received at 

least three food boxes and a ham during the Christmas holiday. 

Shown filling the boxes are Kathy Sims, Janice McCarty, Jackie 

Smith, Barb James and Diane Collins.

DOUBLE DUTY GREETING CARDS FOR SOUTH 
DAKOTA COURT
Court Sancta Maria #368, Dell Rapids, South Dakota, has an 

interesting project of recycling greeting cards. The recycled cards 

are donated to the Dell Rapids Nursing and Rehab Center in Dell 

Rapids and other missions in Sioux Falls. Pictured hard at work 

recycling are Jeanine Hoffman, Sheila Welbig, Regent Mildred 

Schmidt, Kathy Geraets, Dolores Fiegen, Connie Geraets, Kaye 

Reecy and Mary Fox.
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TEXAS COURT HOSTS PARISH RETREAT
For the past fifteen years Court Our Lady of the Hills #2415, Round Rock, Texas, has hosted a Ladies Retreat at St. William Catholic Church, 

the court parish. Sister Helen Marie Raycraft, OP, from the Dominican Preaching Team, facilitated, as she has for all fifteen years. The 

theme was “Seven Sorrows of Mary” and sixty-eight attended.

On a table with some of the bags they’ve sewn, left to right, Karen 
Fortier, Margaret Wetch, Pam Smith, Marilyn Blanchard and Diane 
Hood-Wetzel.

WASHINGTON COURT SEWS TO HELP GIRLS 
STAY IN SCHOOL
Court Caruana #906, Yakima, Washington, started a sewing 

group to make drawstring bags for Days for Girls International, 

an ecumenical organization that provides re-usable feminine 

hygiene packs to girls in third world countries. Girls who do not 

have these products cannot attend school during their cycle, and, 

therefore, get further behind in their education, often dropping 

out. The drawstring bags include shields, liners and cleaning 

supplies. So far, the court has completed more than 700 bags 

and also donated supplies of thread, material, sewing machines, 

Ziploc bags, underwear, and soap.

BABY SHOWER TO HELP YOUNG MOTHERS 
HELD BY OREGON COURT
Members of Court Christ the King #1489, Newberg, Oregon, hold 

a baby shower each April for the St. Brigid Home, which is part of 

the Fr. Taaffe Homes operated by Catholic Community Services in 

Salem. The shower is given to help young mothers by giving them 

diapers, clothing, blankets, and toys. In the photo, front row, left 

to right, MarySue Mueller, Marcia Cornell, Kathy Andreas, Dorothy 

Tedeschi, Carol Winczewski, Mary Hess, Mary Bartlett, and Sr. 

Juanita Villarreal, SSMO. Back row, left to right, Annell Pulicella, 

Carol Jensen, Linda Vondrachek, Marylou Dittman, Treasurer 

Regina Price, MaryAnn Hanifan, Pat Bauer, Terrie Marshall, Fran 

Vanderzanden, Recording Secretary Bridget Hunsinger, Vice 

Regent Margaret Buyserie, Mary Suddarth, and Regent Pat 

Ridenour. Leaning on table, Rhoda Senz and Sandy Sattler.

OREGON COURT HOSTS RITE OF ELECTION
Court Klamath #1295, Klamath Falls, Oregon, hosted a reception following 

the Rite of Election to welcome catechumens and candidates into the 

Sacred Heart Catholic Church family. The Most Rev. Liam Cary, Bishop of 

the Diocese of Baker, presided over the ceremony. In the photo, first row, 

left to right, Jeanne Waid, Marcia Pistone, candidate Leslie Clough, Bishop 

Cary, catechumen Steve Embry, Court Chaplain Rev. Rogation Urassa, Pastor, 

Sacred Heart, and Carol McGregor. Second row, left to right, Financial 

Secretary Marie Wright, Sharon Elder, Millicent Fouch, Jo Ogborn, Bonita 

Fillmore, Lynne Butterworth and Sharleen Hutchison.
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CALIFORNIA COURT HONORS 
LONG SERVING MEMBERS
Court Regina Coeli #1521, Porterville, 

California, honored members with Catholic 

Daughter service of ten years or more. 

Pictured are long serving members with 

Regent Luz Hughes, who presented the pins, 

center; Doris Leasure, 60 years, left; and 

Belen Hurtado, 50 years, right. (Not pictured 

is Joleen Flynn, 55 years.)

NEW MEMBERS JOIN NEW 
MEXICO COURT
A reception for new members of Court Our 

Lady of Belen #1359, Belen, New Mexico, was 

held during noon Mass at Our Lady of Belen 

Catholic Church. Pastor and Court Chaplain 

Rev. Clement Niggel celebrated the Mass 

with Deacon Manny Trujillo and Deacon Rudy 

assisting. Among those attending were New 

Mexico State Regent Delfinia Schmitt, First 

Vice State Regent Angelina Romero, State 

Treasurer Yvette Griego, State Secretary 

Catherine Collins, Louisa Rodriguez and local 

court officers Connie Baca, Julie Montoya, 

Julia Chavez, Marcelle Trujillo and Corine 

Duran. In the photo court members gather 

for their new member reception with Father 

Niggel and Deacon Rudy.

THREE GENERATIONS AND 
THREE PAST REGENTS GATHER 
IN VIRGINIA
Marion Conrad, Past Regent of Court 

Kavanaugh #54, Alexandria, Virginia, 

traveled to Alexandria with her daughter 

and granddaughter from their homes in 

Virginia Beach over the weekend of March 

18-19. Marion was turning 103 on March 

30 and wanted to share photos and stories 

with her court and her husband’s Knights 

of Columbus Fitzgerald Council #459. In the 

photo, back row, left to right, court member 

Lucille Wilkerson, daughter of Marion Conrad; 

Therese deSanto, daughter of Lucille; and Past 

Regent Helen Lynch. Front row, Past Regent 

Elizabeth Scheuren, left, and Marion Conrad.



  CATHOLICDAUGHTERS.ORG  29

P
E

O
P

L
E

NEW JERSEY COURT ELECTS 
NEW OFFICERS
The newly-elected officers of Court Holy Spirit 

#380, Asbury Park, New Jersey, were installed 

by District Deputy Bobbi Banks-Grove. In 

the photo, Anita Nixon, treasurer; Rose 

Tate, financial secretary; Marjorie Long, vice 

regent; Esther Day, regent; and Doris Carroll, 

recording secretary.

MINNESOTA COURT PROMOTES 
CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS
The annual Stewardship Weekend at St. 

Henry’s Catholic Church gave Court St. Rita 

#409, Perham, Minnesota, an opportunity to 

inform parishioners about Catholic Daughter 

activities and events.

The court hosted a table displaying posters, 

pamphlets, and the CDA banner and charter, 

as well as local, state, and national data. 

Court members were available to answer 

questions and distribute information after the 

three weekend Masses. Rev. Matthew Kuhn, 

past national chaplain and court chaplain for 

Court St. Rita, invited the new parishioners to 

a luncheon after Mass to welcome them to the 

parish. Regent Dianne Rohde-Szarke invited 

the Catholic women to become Catholic 

Daughters. Pictured, left to right, are Dianne 

Rohde-Szarke, Treasurer Lori Curtis and court 

member Dorothy Doll.

NEW YORK COURT HONORS 
MILESTONES AT CHRISTMAS
The highlight of the Court Mary Anthony 

#883, Liberty, New York, Christmas festivities 

included the recognition of several members 

who reached milestones in their service to 

CDA. Pictured, left to right, Julia Hemmer, 

55 years; Barbara Walker, 55 years; Irma 

DiLorenzo, 55 years; Dorothy Bottaro, 30 

years; Margaret Rapenske, 50 years; and 

Julia Wasikiewicz, regent, who presented the 

awards. Absent were Jeanne Killian, 60 years 

and Barbara Taylor, 25 years.
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PENNSYLVANIA COURT ANNOUNCES 
EDUCATION AWARD WINNERS
Court Prince Gallitzin #2625, Altoona, Pennsylvania, held an 

Education Awards Ceremony at the St. Rose of Lima Social Hall. 

In the photo are award recipients, first row, left to right, Abigail 

Fleming, Ardeen McKendree, Lia Simanski, Madelyn Myers and 

Delaney Rehm; second row, left to right, Education Committee 

Chairman Jennifer Crum-Waite, Jaden Quinn, Ben Dodson, Rachael 

Simanski, Linsey Ball, Ava Gwinn, Elizabeth Frank and Riley 

Brennan; third row, left to right, Court Chaplain Rev. D. Timothy 

Grimme, Marcus Lucas and Regent Judith Wood.

JCDA DAY HONORED BY TEXAS JUNIORS
Regent Belinda Aguilar, Court Our Lady of the Mystical Rose #2399, 

Corpus Christi, Texas, presented a proclamation to JCDA members 

from St. Philip the Apostle Church in Corpus Christi at the Youth group 

meeting on Junior Catholic Daughters Sunday. Following a meal, cake 

was served by JCDA members to the youth group. In the photo, left to 

right, JCDA Sponsor Vanessa Toscano, Narissa Netek, Alyssa Toscano, 

Abigail Padilla, Kaelyn Mora, Ariel Garza, Danyelle Coe, Rayelynn 

Orona, Marissa Escobar and Erin Vela.

DUAL ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATIONS FOR NEW 
HAMPSHIRE JUNIOR COURTS
New Hampshire JCDA Courts Holy Spirit, 

Plymouth, and Virgil Barber, Claremont, both 

had 90th anniversary celebrations. Court 

Holy Spirit, led by Amy Ulricson, held its 

celebration at St. Matthew Church, and Court 

Virgil Barbara, led by Past National Director 

Arline Marro, celebrated at the Old St. Mary 

Mission Church. New Hampshire State Regent 

Jane Powers visited both and presented 

framed JCDA Proclamations at each.

Members of Court Holy Spirit gather for their 90th 
Anniversary celebration.

At the Court Virgil Barber event, left to 
right, Chelsea Melna, Jane Powers and 
Alysha Webster.

CONTEST WINNERS PRESENTED BY NEW YORK COURT
Award winners from various New York schools were recognized at Sacred 

Heart School in North Merrick for the Court Bishop Kellenberg #1756, North 

Merrick, New York Education Contest. This year’s themes were “Whatever 

You Do For the Least of My Brethren You Do For Me” and “Helping The Needy 

Where I Live.” The categories were essay, poetry, art, computer art, music 

and photography. In the photo are contest winners from St. Elizabeth Ann 

Seton Regional School, St. William the Abbot School, Brother Joseph Fox 

Latin School and St. Martin DePorres Marianist School.

OREGON JUNIOR COURT WELCOMES  
NEW MEMBERS
New members of Junior Court Mt. Angel, Oregon, joined 26 other 

Juniors serving the parish and community. With the help of their 

parents, the junior court holds a huge bottle drive fundraiser for 

scholarships and to support ministries. In the photo, left to right, 

Megan Wagner, Keely Emch, Marta Seifer, Maggie Jame, Sofia 

Copley, Sophia Wagner, Madelyn Schaecher, Sophia Astorga, 

Lindsey Arritola and Lena Rutkowski.
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TWO NEW JUNIOR COURTS INSTITUTED IN LOUISIANA

JCDA Court Our Lady of Humility, Basile, Louisiana, was instituted with 23 members. 

The new juniors have been working very diligently with their leader, Kim LeBleu, 

and made lovely gifts for donation to the local community. Pictured, front row, 

left to right, Anna LaFosse, Allie Willis, Avery Bacon, Brilee LaPoint, President Ava 

Manual, Kora Douget, Louisiana State Regent Barbara Michael and State Secretary 

Donna Young. Second row, Greta Courville, Abigail Bitts, Allie Duplechin, Secretary 

Jacqueline Wilson, Treasurer Aubrie LeJeune, Sophie LeBleu (standing in for Vice 

President Cate Courville, who was not present), Kate Hill and Rev. David Hebert, 

Pastor, St. Augustine. Third row, Louisiana State Youth/JCDA Chairman Linda 

Gauthier, State Treasurer Margaret Comeaux, Assistant Leader Danielle Toups 

Young and Leader Kim LeBleu.

JCDA Court St. Teresa of Calcutta, Lake Charles, 

Louisiana, was instituted with fourteen charter 

members, girls grades six through eight. The 

officers are President Margaret Reeves, Vice 

President Marigrace Young, Secretary Mary 

Dempsey, Treasurer Michelle Mallet and Historian 

Katrina Cotton. Pictured with the juniors and 

officers are Leader Judy Reeves, Regent, Court Our 

Lady of Fatima, #1506, Lake Charles, Louisiana, 

State Youth/JCDA Chairman Linda Gauthier and 

State Regent Barbara Michael.

NEW JUNIOR COURT IN NEBRASKA
A new JCDA court was instituted at St. Joseph’s parish in York, Nebraska. 

Charter members included Hattie Chavanu, Nell Chavanu, Sophia Chavanu, 

MaryAnn Huebner, Olivia Linhart, Elley Malleck, Alivia Pavel, Ashton Rauert, 

Lena Rauert, Maggie Rauert, Sydney Woodruff, Lucy Haarman, Alex Saatoff 

and Grace Sinsel. The JCDA sponsor is Court St. Mary #764, York, Nebraska. 

Leaders are Deb Makovicka, Elizabeth Prigge and Morgan Gleason. Court 

Chaplain is Msgr. James Reinert. Nebraska State Secretary Betty Fredericks 

and Regent Jenifer Busing attended the ceremony.

TEXAS COURT HONORS CONTEST WINNERS AT 
ANNIVERSARY DINNER
Court Annunciation #1962, La Grange, Texas, announced Education Contest 

winners at the court’s 51st Anniversary and Family Dinner. Seated from 

left to right, Brisa Soto, Izela Cerda, Ely Glisson, Abigail Dela Rosa, Jillian 

Hightower, Reece Nygren and Alyssa Liccioni. Standing, left to right, Corbin 

Supak, Rachel Matocha, Barbara Brauner, District Deputy Terri Wagner, Gabi 

Janak, Court Chaplain Rev. Fr. Matthew Kinney, Elizabeth Hart, Elizabeth 

Kallus, Education Contest Co-Chairmen Melinda Dunk and Laurie Janda, 

Regent Mary Lou Anderle, and State Secretary Terri Beltran. Unable to attend 

were Gloria Gonzalez, Ysenia Martinez, and Ty Trlicek.

TEXAS JUNIORS RECEIVE MEDALS
On National JCDA Day, Court St. Paul #1604, 

Shiner, Texas, presented religious recognition 

medals to members of the JCDA court it sponsors. 

In the photo, Court Chaplain Rev. Bryan Heyer, 

front, stands with Junior recipients, left to right, 

Stefany Pokluda, Brooke Cerny and Dallyn Pesek 

(not pictured, medal recipient Gracie Machart).
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Sons of Saint Patrick
By George J. Marlin and Brad Miner 
(Ignatius Press, San Francisco, 2017)

This book is subtitled “A History of the Archbishops of 

New York from Dagger John to Timmytown,” which gives 

an intriguing hint of its colorful content. While very well-

researched and comprehensive, it is also highly readable and full of 

fascinating details about the 10 men who have led the Archdiocese 

of New York from John Joseph Hughes (1850-1864) to the current 

archbishop, Cardinal Timothy Michael Dolan, national chaplain 

of the Catholic Daughters. Each was Irish by birth or heritage, 

and each faced trials in carrying out his job; early 20th century 

archbishops, for example, were faced with frank discrimination 

against Catholics.

The authors, who have delved deeply into the lives of their subjects, 

have interesting backgrounds themselves. Marlin is Chairman of Aid 

to the Church in Need U.S.A., an agency under the guidance of the 

pope; he is a former Executive Director of the Port Authority of New 

York and New Jersey. Miner is Senior Fellow of the Faith & Reason 

Institute in Washington, D.C. Each has written other books.

In reading this book, I was struck by the multiple responsibilities 

the New York archbishop has to carry on his shoulders, especially as 

his flock has grown in population and absorbed Catholic immigrants 

from other countries. He is routinely called upon to put out brush 

fires, and he must be an inspiring spiritual leader, a money manager, 

a comforter, a gifted speaker, a teacher, a politician, a fund-raiser, a 

defender of the Church’s doctrine – and much more. To undertake 

such a challenge requires great physical, mental and psychological 

strength. Most of all, such a position requires deep faith. I believe 

that men who have taken on the challenge over the years must pray 

constantly for guidance from the Holy Spirit, as does Pope Francis.

The position of New York archbishop was given special 

prominence during the 2016 Presidential election, when Cardinal 

Dolan was shown on national television seated between Donald 

Trump and Hilary Clinton at the famous Al Smith Dinner, a white tie 

event traditionally hosted by the archbishop of New York. Not only 

did Cardinal Dolan seem at ease, he seemed to be enjoying himself 

greatly – displaying his “exuberant personality,” as the book puts 

it. This dinner was seen by 10.3 million TV viewers, and raised $6 

million for Catholic charities – breaking a record. What the dinner 

showed was the increasing influence that New York archbishops 

have on American culture beyond the boundaries of New York.

Most readers would probably wonder how New York’s first 

archbishop, John Joseph Hughes, earned the nickname “Dagger 

John.” I was no exception, likening it in my mind to something 

vaguely Shakespearean and maybe slightly nefarious. But the 

explanation was something far 

more innocuous and practical; 

it seems that in the typography 

of the time, there was no symbol for the cross a bishop used after 

his printed name, so the typographical symbol used resembled a 

dagger with a hilt.

Hughes, who first became a bishop and then archbishop in 1850, 

deeply regretted that so many Catholic Irish immigrants continued 

to live in poverty in New York. He was himself an immigrant, coming 

to America at age 20 after his father and older brother had already 

made the crossing.

As the book makes clear, the U.S. Catholic population, which 

totaled 8.9 million in 1890, grew explosively and by 1920 numbered 

16.3 million people, representing 20 percent of the American 

population. This explosive growth, which included Catholic 

immigrants not only from Ireland but also from Austro-Hungary, 

France, Germany, Italy and Poland, funneled the hard-earned money 

of faithful immigrants to local priests for the building of stunning 

parish churches that reflected what they had known in “the old 

country.” In New York, as in Chicago, Detroit, Boston, Pittsburgh 

and Cleveland, these parish churches became a source of identity, 

providing much needed services, Communion breakfasts and 

social activities. As the book puts it, “Parish activities helped build 

parishioners’ self-confidence – immigrants were treated as special 

persons with God-given abilities and not as victims.”

Today, Cardinal Dolan understands well the need to communicate 

with and unify his diverse flock, using new tools at his disposal. The 

book stresses that he is media-savvy, speaking at press conferences 

and creating his own blog called “The Gospel in the Digital Age.” 

He also began tweeting. The cardinal is indefatigable in traveling 

around his archdiocese, greeting crowds and shaking hands. The 

book's authors note that in his first week in office as archbishop 

of New York, Cardinal Dolan attended a Yankees game and a Mets 

game, visited a Bronx food pantry, and attended a Holocaust 

Memorial service at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church in Manhattan.

Times may have changed, but the power of the New York 

archbishop to strengthen the faith of his flock through inspiration 

has not. As Cardinal Dolan said in his homily in 2009 when he was 

installed as archbishop at St. Patrick’s Cathedral, “I say to you, my 

sister and brother disciples now on the road to Emmaus, let’s not 

turn inward to ourselves, our worries, our burdens, our fears; but 

turn rather to Him, the way, the truth and the life, the one who told 

us over and over, ‘Be not afraid.’”   

Reviewed by  
Peggy Eastman
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The Family That Prays Together Stays Together

From the vaults of Family Theater Productions comes 
the incredible story of “Our Lady of Fatima.” The Catholic 
Daughters of the Americas working in collaboration with 
Father Peyton sponsored this feature film in the l950s. 
This powerful story is told in thousands of homes each 

DVD $7.95

From the vaults of Family Theater Productions

Our Lady of Fatima
Feature film sponsored by the
Catholic Daughters of the Americas

year through television broadcast and retail sales. Order 
your copy and see what audiences continue to enjoy. 
This 59-minute DVD features a dramatic reenactment of 
the apparition of Our Lady to three shepherd children in 
Portugal in 1917. A great program for the entire family!

10 West 71st St.
New York, NY 10023


