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Leave a Legacy of Vocations!
Deliver the Next Generation of Priests & Religious  
Many Catholics are concerned about declining 
numbers of priests, sisters, and brothers. Contrary 
to common belief, there is no shortage of new vocations! 
The difficulty lies in the growing problem of student 
loan debt, which prevents men and women from 
entering seminaries and religious communities.  

Since 2003, with the help of faithful Catholics like 
you, Labouré has delivered over 240 holy men 
and women into formation for the priesthood or 
religious life through student loan resolution.  

“There is a very easy way to guarantee that our Roman 
Catholic Church will have sufficient shepherds to be 
there for our children, grandchildren, and generations 
into the future.  That guarantee comes from planned 
giving to the Labouré program...”
                         —Labouré benefactor, Fran Gomes

You Have the Power to Change the World   
Each priest, sister, and brother touches thousands 
of lives through prayer, good works, and the 
administering of sacraments. 

Your legacy will help sustain Labouré’s mission 
of delivering priests and religious to the Catholic 
church, while providing you and your family (or 
other beneficiaries) with significant tax benefits. 

In addition to tax deductible donations, there are 
other creative planned gifts, including:

 • Gifts of stock or other assets 
 • A beneficiary designation on a life insurance   
  policy, 401(k) plan or IRA 
 • A bequest in your will or trust 
 • Life income gifts 

Help us deliver 
new Catholic 
vocations by 
making a planned 
gift today!

Learn how YOU can leave a Legacy of Vocations!
Contact Bill LeMire today at 651.295.2548! 

When you include Labouré in 
your planned giving, you...
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National Chaplain’s Message
Timothy Michael Cardinal Dolan

M
Y DEAR 

CATHOLIC 

DAUGHTERS, 

May the blessings of 

Christmas and the hopes 

of this New Year fill your 

hearts and those of your 

families! We are in the 

midst of a wonderful, yet 

often very busy time of 

the year. The hustle and 

bustle of the holidays can 

risk drawing our attention away from the things that 

really matter, so a brief meditation on God’s Word is 

always something that can benefit us. 

Serve the Lord with gladness (Ps. 100:2) is the theme 

for this issue, and it is a message that we can never hear 

enough. Psalm 100, from which this verse is taken, is 

a short yet powerful Psalm that is rich in meaning and 

most appropriate for this time of year. It is a beautiful 

Psalm of Thanksgiving, and one that reminds us of the 

reasons we offer ourselves in service to the Lord. 

Shout joyfully to the Lord, all you lands; serve the 

Lord with gladness, come before Him with joyful song 

(vv.1 – 2). Do you notice that twice in these first two 

verses we hear that joy is to be a characteristic of our 

attitude toward God? The French writer Léon Bloy once 

said that “joy is the infallible sign of God’s presence,” 

and as we think about the importance of service we 

must always remember to approach it with joy. 

Know that the Lord is God; he made us, we belong 

to him, we are his people, the flock he shepherds (v.3). 

In the middle of this Psalm we find the source and 

explanation of our call to service: we are God’s people. 

God created us, and in time himself became incarnate 

– which we just celebrated at Christmas – because He 

loves us and we belong to him. In the Gospel of Mark, 

Jesus says, “For the Son of Man did not come to be 

served but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for 

many (Mk. 10:45).” Of course God sent his only Son not 

merely to serve, but to save us; however, the Gospels 

are full of stories that demonstrate Jesus’ ministry of 

service. As His disciples, we are called to do the same. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving, his courts with 

praise. Give thanks to him, bless his name (v.4). Just 

as our service must be carried out with joy, so also 

should it be entered into with an attitude of praise and 

thanksgiving. When we consider our many blessings 

and the grace that God gives us to refresh us and help 

us through life - especially those graces we find in the 

Sacraments – how can we not be thankful and praise 

Him? When I see the numerous acts of service that 

Courts from across the country are engaged in, I have 

no doubt that they are motivated by a recognition of 

our own blessings and a desire to share the love that we 

have received from God with others. 

Good indeed is the Lord, His mercy endures forever. 

His faithfulness lasts through every generation (v.5). 

The Psalm ends with a reminder of God’s goodness, 

faithfulness, and mercy, and we must keep this reality 

close to our hearts at all times. We just concluded 

the Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy, where we 

focused especially on recognizing God’s mercy toward 

us, as well as the response we must have to be merciful 

toward others. His mercy truly does endure forever! 

And His faithfulness is constant through every 

generation: just think of the Catholic Daughters who 

have gone before you, witnesses of God’s love and 

tireless in their service toward others. In reflecting 

on this verse, Pope St. John Paul II once wrote about 

God’s goodness, faithfulness and mercy: “They are the 

three virtues that belong to the covenant of God with 

his people; they express a bond which will never be 

broken, through generations…With serene confidence 

in divine love that will never diminish, the people of 

God journey through history.” As we offer our service 

to others we can rest in the confidence that it is God’s 

work, not merely ours, that is touching the lives of 

others and will continue to do so. 

Serve the Lord with gladness! I am so grateful to 

National Regent Helene Shepard for the work she has 

begun to build on the efforts of her predecessors and 

for all that you Catholic Daughters are doing across the 

country and around the world in your Courts. May you 

always remember the joy, thanksgiving, and praise that 

are characteristic of our service in the name of a Good, 

Faithful, and Merciful God. 

Faithfully in Christ, 

Timothy Michael Cardinal Dolan 

Archbishop of New York 

National Chaplain

Timothy Michael Cardinal Dolan
Archbishop of New York

National Chaplain
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D
EAR DAUGHTERS: 

New Year’s Resolutions…ugh. 
Most of us of a certain age have a well-worn cynicism 

of such things. After all, what makes January 1st the day that 
everything has to change? 

It’s a good reminder to us as disciples (as well as Daughters) 
that each month, each moment, each minute is a time of 
conversion and change. However, a new year does give us the 
opportunity to reach deeper into ourselves and go deeper into 
the very life of God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

Might I suggest a practice which I’m trying to get better at 
too? Rather than trying to lose something at the gym this year 
I’d like you to gain something…lol. 

Try praying with your calendar. So often we go from event to 
event and meeting to meeting without reflecting on the people 
we just served or just met. 

If you use a book, or Google calendar simply make a quiet 
period of five minutes to go through your activities and 
prayerfully look at them. What were the persons’ needs? What 
did the person really need? Where was God in the meeting, it’s 
high or low points, its tension or resolution? 

This might be a good resolution to busy Daughters and it 
doesn’t even require a gym membership.

Sincerely in Christ, 
Rev. Jeffrey J. Maurer 
National Clergy Consultant 

Rev. Jeffrey J. Maurer,
National Clergy Consultant

National Clergy  
Consultant’s Message
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♦ GUADALUPE MYSTERIES
Deciphering the Code
Grzegorz Gorny & Janusz Rosikon

In this glorious, lavishly illustrated 
book, the renowned  team of Górny 

and Rosikon take the reader on a stun-
ning photographic pilgrimage to the 
shrine of  Our Lady of Guadalupe in 
Mexico. They tell the amazing story of 
her apparition to Juan Diego in 1531, 
her miraculous image on his tilma, and 
its dramatic impact upon the destiny of 
an entire continent. They interview var-
ious scientifi c and theological experts 
on the image, and reveal its amazing 
symbolic messages, those of the past 
and those speaking to us today.

“Examining the image of Our Lady 
was the greatest experience of my 
life. I had strange feelings similar to 
those experienced by people who 
worked on the Shroud of Turin.”
— Philip Callahan, Ph.D., Research 

Biophysicist, University of Florida
GUM-H . . . Sewn Hardcover, Illustrated, $31.95

♦ MARY OF NAZARETH
History, Archeology, Legends
Michael Hesemann

The fi rst archaeological and histori-
cal biography of the most revered 

woman in history. Searching for her 
traces in Italy, Israel, Turkey and Egypt, 
Hesemann draws on biblical tradi-
tions and archaeological discoveries to 
reconstruct the life of Mary of Nazareth. 
From the Holy House in Loreto, to 
Mary’s residence in Ephesus and her 
empty tomb in Jerusalem, this is a jour-
ney of stunning revelations, full of sur-
prising insights which deepen our faith 
in the great mystery of the Incarnation. 
Includes 16 pages of color photos.

“Hesemann brings the work of 
careful scholarship to a book rich in 
research and a healthy respect for 
Our Lady and her only Son, Jesus 
Christ Our Lord.”

—Mark  Shea, Author, 
Mary, Mother of the Son

MN-P . . .  Sewn Softcover, Illustrated, $19.95

♦ THREE KINGS, 
TEN MYSTERIES
Grzegorz Gorny

Were the Three Kings, or Magi, 
who the Bible says traveled to 

Bethlehem in search of the Christ Child 
real historical fi gures or just a legend? 
For generations, the Magi have inspired 
art and music. Epiphany, the important 
feast twelve days after Christmas, is 
a national holiday in many countries 
around the world. What lies at the heart 
of this celebration and its relevance 
today?
 Turning to amazing discoveries made 
by historians, scientists, and theolo-
gians, Górny answers these questions 
and more. With gorgeous color pho-
tographs on every page, he traces the 
mysteries of the Magi from the Gospel 
of Matthew to modern-day astronomy 
to Epiphany celebrations on the streets 
of secularized European capitals.
TKTM-H . . . Sewn Hardcover, Illustrated, $21.95

REVEALING THE 
MYSTERIES o� MARY 

and THE MAGI
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D
EAR CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS, 

As part of my job on the National 
Board, and now as National 

Regent, I send and receive a lot of mail! As a result, I 
am on a first name basis with the workers at our local 
Post Office. They always greet me with a smile and ask 
about my trips and CDA. They do their job, but more 
important to me is the attitude with which they do it. 
Through their kindness, the trip to the Post Office has 
become a little visit with friends. Their happy spirit 
has made it so. 

This brings me to our theme, “Serve the Lord with 
Gladness.” We as Catholic Daughters are called to be 
different. We can be agents of change in a very self-
absorbed world. We have many opportunities to share 
smiles and kindnesses with those we meet every day. 

Our theme has two parts, not only the performance 
of duties but also the attitude with which they are done. 

To Serve means to use the gifts we have been given, 
with an attitude of love, to further the mission of our 
organization. This spirit of service begins from the 
top down. 

The entire National Board is involved in service. All 
National Committees have been appointed including 
the committee that was mandated by the National 

Convention delegates to study and research 
the feasibility of the name change for our 
organization. A committee of nine members 

was chosen from across the Nation to accomplish 
this task. No doubt you saw the announcement in the 
December National Quarterly. If for some reason you did 
not see it, please visit our website. 

During this term, the entire National Board will also 
be responsible for updating the Tools of the Trade. If 
you have any suggestions please feel free to send them 
to us. We want to keep the lines of communication 
open. We want to hear what you have to say. 

There is much work for us to do and it can only be 
accomplished by each one of us serving together for 
the good of the organization. Let us keep in mind that 
we need to do it joyfully. 

“Prayer in action is love, and love in action is service. 
Try to give unconditionally whatever a person needs 
in the moment. The point is to do something, however 
small, and show you care through your actions by 
giving your time … We are all God’s children so it is 
important to share His gifts.” St. Teresa of Calcutta 

In Unity and Charity, 
Helene Shepard, National Regent 

Helene Shepard,
National Regent

National Regent’s Message
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The blessings of that Holy Night are yours to enjoy with 
this one-of-a-kind tree that captures the beauty, faith 
and spirit of the Emerald Isle. From the fi gurines, Angel 
ornaments and illuminated Crèche—all masterfully 
crafted and hand-painted in classic Belleek-style hues—
to the 50 mini-lights glittering amongst its life-like pine 
boughs, Hawthorne’s Irish Blessings Christmas Tree 

Nativity Collection is destined to become a new 
family tradition for your home and holidays. 

 A superb value that’s Not Available in 
Any Store. Act now!

Shipment One is the “Holy Family” that can 
be yours at the attractive $59.97 issue price, 
payable in three convenient installments 
of just $19.99, the first billed before 
shipment. Subsequent shipments, each 
billed separately at the same attractive 
price, will arrive about every other 
month. These include your 3 foot pre-lit 
Christmas tree, illuminated Crèche, 
Angel ornaments and additional Nativity 
fi gurines. As an added value, the snowy 
white tree skirt with silver trim is 
included FREE with Shipment Three. 
With our best-in-the-business, 365-day 
guarantee, your satisfaction is assured. 
Strong demand is expected. To get 
yours at its remarkable low issue 
price, you need send no money 

now. Just complete and mail the 
Reservation Application today!

www.bradfordexchange.com/Elegance

Delicately 
sculpted Angels 
fl oat among the 

branches 

*Plus $9.99 shipping and service. Allow 4-6 weeks 
after initial payment for shipment.  Sales subject to product availability and order acceptance. 

Mrs. Mr. Ms.
                                                  Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City

State                               Zip

E-Mail

 917825-E41501

9345 Mi lwaukee Avenue ·  Ni les,  IL 60714-1393

RESERVATION APPLICATION                                PLEASE RESPOND PROMPTLY

YES.  Please reserve the Irish Blessings Christmas Tree Nativity Collection for 

me as described in this announcement.

                                                                               SEND NO MONEY NOW

Over 20 Figurines and 
Ornaments crafted in 

the world famous style 
of Irish Belleek. 

Shown smaller than actual size. 
Tree measures approx. 3 ft. tall.

(shown smaller 
than actual 
size of 3.5"!)

                                                                                  

Shipment Two
3 ft. Pre-lit 

Christmas Tree

Shipment One
The Holy Family 

Shipment Three
Illuminated Crèche & 

FREE Tree Skirt
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Every day we are urged to do or not do all kinds of 
things. These exhortations come at us from many 
directions, and most are simple and straight-

forward. “Have a nice day.” “Stay off the grass.” “Walk.” 
“Don’t walk.” “Don’t worry.” “Be happy.” The sources of 
these exhortations are nebulous, and we do not spend time 
delving into their meaning because we don’t need to do so. 
We are meant to take them at face value. 

Biblical exhortations are vastly different. They often 
have levels of meaning, and they offer a treasure trove of 
wisdom if we take the time to study them and to discover 
the nuggets of insight and comfort hidden within. The 
theme chosen for her term by our National Regent, Helene 
Shepard, is one such exhortation: “Serve the Lord with 
gladness.” (Psalm 101:2) 

The meaning that first comes to mind when we are told to 
“Serve the Lord with gladness” is probably that we should 
enjoy what we do. Working together to serve the Lord and 
his people is fun! Additionally, we are much more effective 
witnesses of the Lord’s love and mercy if we serve with joy. 
A sour face and an angry disposition never drew anyone to 
the Lord. If we are not enjoying what we are doing, we need 
to spend time in prayer together. If there is unhappiness 
or strain, it is possible that we are doing what we are not 
called to do. We need to discern carefully so that we can 
serve gladly. 

If we look a little more closely at the exhortation, it also 
means that we should give ourselves to the Lord’s service 
whole-heartedly and without hesitation. He has given us 
so many blessings—so much for which we are grateful—
that we should be loath to hold anything back from Him. 
Serving the Lord may cost us our time, our energy, our 
patience, our strength, maybe even our money. When we 
consider, however, that He is the giver of all we have in the 

first place, using all we have for Him should be our priority 
and our greatest honor. When scripture tells us, “The Lord 
loves a cheerful giver,” (2 Corinthians 9:7) the first thing 
we are meant to give cheerfully is ourselves. We all have 
seen children grudgingly complete chores because they 
feel they must. That is not who we are. We do the Lord’s 
work because we want to. 

Looking at another quote from Scripture can give us a 
third level of meaning for serving with gladness. “Go, 
eat your food with gladness, and drink your wine with 
a joyful heart, for God has already approved what you 
do.”(Ecclesiastes 9:7) If we are listening to the Lord and 
honestly trying to do what we are commanded to do, if we 
are trying to love one another as we are commanded, if we 
are honestly giving all we have to Him, then we can have 
a joyful heart because the Lord knows what we are doing, 
and He is pleased. Whether or not we are successful in 
our efforts is not important. Sometimes we schedule large 
events that don’t yield what we hoped, or we hold a large 
membership drive, and two women join us. Numbers aren’t 
important—maybe those are the two ladies we were meant 
to reach at that time. What is important is that we are doing 
what the Lord calls us to do. What is important is that we 
remain committed and faithful to His call. When we remain 
connected to Him, we can rest in the Lord’s approval and in 
His everlasting love. 

Studying the exhortations of Scripture is always fruitful. 
We have just celebrated the Christmas season, and 
what should remain with us year-round is the truth that 
“Emmanuel, God is with us!” (Matthew 1:23) He is here. 
He holds us in the palm of his hand. He strengthens us; He 
comforts us; and He gives us His peace. Because of Him, 
we can live and we can serve in complete peace and with a 
joyful heart. Because of Him, let us rejoice and be glad!   

Olga Samaniego
National Regent-Elect, Spiritual Enhancement Chairman

Serve  
the Lord

with Gladness
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Daughters Serving through History 
Vickie M. Feist, Second Vice National Regent 

From our beginning, the Daughters have not only been 
driven by desire to grow in faith and by the desire 
for the deep friendships with other Catholic women, 

we have also been driven to service in charity for those in 
need. In the July 1905 issue of our publication Herald, Dr. 
Coyle’s editorial gives us an idea about that drive to loving 
and selfless service for which CDA members are known. He 
says, “…when these truths come to the inquiring mind of a 
Catholic woman who has sufficient interest in her faith, and 
enough hope in her sisters to believe that they can thus 
carry out such doctrines, the heart of the woman leaps at 
the thought and her mind assents to the platform of hope 
and unselfishness.” 

Throughout history, our members have served those in 
need. Let’s look at some of these charitable activities. 

In 1915, Supreme Regent Genevieve Walsh called on 
the grand regent of every court to find ways to help in the 
war efforts, and they responded mightily in many ways. 
One such effort was brought to the daughters by Mrs. W. 
G. McAdoo, the daughter of President Wilson and wife of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, to sell liberty bonds. Cardinal 
Gibbons endorsed the idea, and the Daughters set about 
this project with vigor. 

In 1913, our order started clubhouses and sororities for 
members, and by 1930 the clubhouses across the country 
numbered almost 50. The women in some of the clubhouses 
were primarily members of the order while other clubhouses 
also accommodated single Catholic working women and 
transients. Many clubhouses offered classes for young 
women in business and homemaking skills. 

Throughout the depression, when CDA staff salaries 
were decreased, the order still raised funds to give 
scholarships, funded seminarian expenses, contributed 
toward the building of chapels and churches, provided 
disaster relief, and contributed to numerous Catholic 
media and organizations. 

In the wake of World War II’s massive displacement of 

citizens of Europe, CDA “adopted” 800 priests who had 
been expelled from their parishes. Courts responded to a 
call to assistance with gifts of food, coffee, suits, raincoats, 
vestments, other clothing, bicycles to aid the priests in 
traveling to their many Mass stations, typewriters, and money. 

Following World War II, CDA worked with the National 
Catholic Welfare Council’s War Relief Services to send 
towels, clothing, and CARE packages to Europe’s children 
and war refugees. 

When the bishops sought funds to complete the 
construction of the National Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception next to the Catholic University of America in 
Washington, DC, our order raised $250,000 from 1954 to 
1959 for the construction of five chapels in the northern 
apse; each commemorating one of the Glorious Mysteries 
of the Rosary. 

CDA fundraising from 1974 to 1978 raised $750,000 
for endowment to Catholic University of America which 
established a chair in American Catholic Church History. 
This endowment pays the professor’s salary, provides 
scholarships for graduate students, and provides for an 
annual Catholic Daughters of the Americas lecture. 

When the bishops of the USA were looking for funds to 
relocate the national headquarters of NCCB/USCC in 1992, 
our order gave $500,000. After this pledge was completed, 
a $500,000 pledge to the Papal Foundation was paid over 
10 years, using 5% of the income from the national dues 
collected each year. 

This is just a taste of our service over the years. I close 
with a portion of a letter dated June 21, 1977 from St. 
Teresa of Calcutta who thanked the Catholic Daughters 
for their support. 

“God love you for the love you have shared and care you 
have shown to thousands of poor throughout the world 
by your generous giving. My prayer is with you- that you 
may remain faithful in sharing your love with Christ in the 
distressing disguise of the Poor.”  

© PhotoTourism DC
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Goals, Visions 
    and Strategies
Board Members
Helene Shepard, National Regent (New York)
Olga Samaniego, National Regent-Elect (Texas)
Sherry Nilles, First Vice National Regent (Iowa)
Vickie Feist, Second Vice National Regent (South Dakota)
Emily Guilherme, National Secretary Treasurer (California)
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Plans and Suggestions from the New National Board Members 2016-2018

Goals, Visions and Strategies should be simply stated and attainable. The 
members of the Catholic Daughters of the Americas National Board held 
their first meeting in Monroe, New York, to plan, set goals, and strategize 

for 2016-2018. At the request of National Regent Helene Shepard, each board 
member was asked to share goals, visions, and strategies in four important areas 
that will assure the continued growth and success for our organization. The four 
areas are Spiritual Development, Leadership, Membership, and Programs. 

Leadership 
Vision: We need local, state, and national officers who are 

vibrant, confident and skilled to lead Catholic Daughters into new 
directions while maintaining the traditions of our Organization. 

Goal: Encourage Catholic Daughters to be willing to use their 
God-given gifts to be leaders. 

Strategy(ies): Develop an Each One Teach One mentoring 
program. Encourage mentoring by seasoned officers. 
Encourage and appreciate accomplishments of members. 

•  Educate leaders to see the big picture by focusing on the 
why not the what. 

•  Make better use of the District Deputies by training them so 
they better understand their role in the Catholic Daughters. 

•  Use active listening skills with open-ended questions. 
•  Make better use of technology with remote meetings. 

Spiritual Development 
Vision: Spiritual development is one of the 

strengths of this organization that should be 
highlighted since is not readily incorporated or 
found in other organizations. 

Goal: Increase spiritual activities at all Catholic 
Daughters meetings which will build awareness 
for potential members to the possibilities available 
in this organization. 

Strategy(ies): Help courts implement strong 
spiritual programs that will be the focus of each 
court. If a court has a strong spiritual life everything 
else will fall into place. 

•  At a minimum, each meeting should start 
and end with prayer. 

•  Consider and suggest programs which 
encourage growth in spirituality. 

National Directors
Carolyn Bachmann (Texas)
Carol Bogacz (West Virginia)
Peggy Guckin (Pennsylvania),  
Susan Hicks (Wisconsin)
Rose Holschlag (Iowa)
Susan Moné (Arizona)
Arline Rich (Connecticut),  
Marialice Sagan (Michigan)
Essie Walker (North Carolina)
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For Lenten Retreats and Court Meetings!

www.HCFMstore.org • www.FamilyRosary.org
1-800-299-7729

The Family That Prays Together Stays Together.

50% off all faith products for Catholic Daughters!
Use discount code SHARE when ordering.

Together we will work to achieve these  
goals and we will do so with joy in our 
hearts, as we fulfill the theme for this term: 
Serve the Lord with Gladness ~ Psalm 100:2.  

Membership 
Vision: We need to increase the number and diversity of 

members with special outreach to youth. 
Retaining members by preparing members to be active 

in their courts. 
Goal: Continue the strong push to develop new courts 

and recruit new members as it is essential to the survival of 
the Catholic Daughters. 

Strategy (ies): Have materials designated to be adapted 
for local and state courts with news release information for 
local and diocesan papers. 

•  Realize that there is a difference in small states and 
larger Catholic populations. 

•  Recruitment tools would vary in this situation. 
•  Consider sending membership teams to states that are 

experiencing difficulties. 
•  Develop more JCDA and Campus Courts which are vital 

to growth. 

Programs 
Vision: One of the components of being a 

Catholic Daughter is working together to make 
a difference in the lives of God’s people. This can 
be done locally as well as throughout the world. 

Goal: Develop an understanding and 
awareness of the Circle of Love with emphasis on 
today’s woman. 

Strategy(ies): Incorporate the programs in the 
Circle of Love as a part of each meeting. 

•  Get more visibility in local courts by 
implementing programs in the local area. 

•  Educate courts to become familiar with and 
participate in programs suggested from the 
national level, and formulate programs on 
the local level to increase awareness to our 
members and those not yet members. 
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Serving with

 Joy
So many times we try to put a face and a name together. It is not 

always easy. We hope this article helps you to put a name, face, 
and interesting facts together for each of the National Board 

members, for the staff members who work in our National Office, and 
for the National Regent’s secretary.

Helene Shepard,  

National Regent

Service has always been an important word in my vocabulary and has 

made an impact on my life. However, my experience of service truly began 

when I heard Deacon John of happy memory utter the words on the altar in St. 

Patrick’s Cathedral, “I come to serve” when he was ordained. Unfortunately, 

God took him too early in his life. It was then I realized that I have to fulfill 

his mantra. So I joyfully say I have come to serve through the vehicle of the 

Catholic Daughters of the Americas. Therefore, my theme for this term is to 

‘Serve the Lord with Gladness.” Psalm 100:2.

National Officers
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Olga Samaniego,  

National Regent Elect

Although I didn’t officially join Catholic 

Daughters until much later, I feel I became 

a Catholic Daughter in 1956 when Mother 

became a charter member of Court Our 

Blessed Mother #1731 in El Paso.  I was only 

seven years old, but from that time on, we 

were a Catholic Daughter family.   I watched 

the dedicated women of my mother’s court, 

and I learned the meaning of service and 

giving of yourself for others.  They were my heroes, and in 1969, I 

was happy to join their ranks.   Besides my family and my years as 

a teacher, it is my work with CDA that has brought me my greatest 

satisfaction and my deepest friendships.  It has been a joy to serve 

with the women of CDA—sisters of the heart if not of blood.  My 

husband, Sam, has been an honorary CDA member almost as long 

as I have since we married in 1970; we just celebrated forty-six years 

together.  Our daughter Roxie and our son-in-law Tony are teaching 

our granddaughters, Sophia and Eva, to be women of service.  I am 

so proud and happy to be a member of CDA, and I will give whatever 

I have to give through CDA for as long as I am allowed.  

Vickie Feist,  

Second Vice National Regent

When I first joined Catholic Daughters, I 

was eager to join the group of ladies with 

whom I could pray and who shared my love 

of the Catholic Church.  Over time, my soul 

having received the nourishment of prayer 

and support of my CDA sisters, I wanted to 

move beyond myself to be the “hands and 

feet” of Jesus Christ.  Catholic Daughters 

allowed me to do this through serving 

those in need by working at our blood drives, by distributing 

LifeSavers® to raise money for abuse victims, by participating in 

the donations at meetings for charities and for food collections for 

the food pantry.  I have not done anything great. I have not been the 

leader of these activities.  I have been one of many sisters giving 

time and little efforts to serve others.  And I have been proud to 

serve in the name of CDA!

Emily Guilherme,  

National Secretary Treasurer 

There are no words to express 

what service to others has meant 

to me. It has made me see the 

bigger picture in life—the need 

to help those less fortunate and 

to share in their struggles. I have 

come to realize that many need 

a helping hand in life and have 

learned to put others first. I have 

come to understand that at times I need to give more of 

myself as the Gospel of Matthew says, “...as the Son of 

Man did not come to be served, but to serve..." (20:28) 

It is one of God’s greatest gifts that we give of ourselves 

to show mercy and compassion to those who struggle 

in everyday life. It has made me, in many ways, a better 

person, and I have been humbled to be part of this journey.   
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Sherry Nilles,  

First Vice National Regent

Starting as a new member in 

1972 and attending my very first 

meeting opened my eyes to the 

many possibilities for growing 

in spirituality, leadership and 

service as a Catholic Daughter. 

Helping those in need whether 

through building a Habitat for 

Humanity home, providing funds 

for cleft-lip surgery or taking a meal to a family in my local 

area are ways I can carry out service and serve the Lord 

with gladness. One of the greatest ways to contribute is 

with our power of prayer. This can be done at home, while 

traveling, and in the court room. This powerful sisterhood 

of prayer, caring and service to all God’s people is the 

greatest gift anyone can give to another. I thank God 

every day for this powerhouse of prayer from my sisters 

in Christ.



M. Susan Champion Hicks, 

National Director

I grew up on Faith and Mercy 

streets in Shullsburg, Wisconsin, 

with my parents, Mom, a CDA 

member at age 18 and Dad, a K of C 

member along with my two sisters 

and brother. I was blessed with my 

parent's faith and perseverance. 

They each bestowed a purpose and confidence in my 

life. On October 1st, I celebrated 33 years of marriage 

to my best friend, Rodney. Together we have four adult 

children and eight beautiful grandchildren. While I have 

worked in nursing and as a child care owner/director/

teacher, my primary "job" has been at home as mother/

wife/gramma and volunteer at church and school. 

Throughout my life’s journey, my family are the people I 

hold dear. The root of joy is gratefulness. And with that, 

I continue to trust in the Lord as I journey with each of 

you in the Catholic Daughters of the Americas to serve, 

learn, and grow CDA.

Peggy Guckin

It is a pleasure and honor to serve as 

National Director. I am looking forward as I 

continue on this new journey. I am a 44-year 

member of Catholic Daughters, and I went 

through the Juniorette and Junior Program. 

When not doing CDA, I like being with 

family, traveling, cooking and baking. One 

of my assignments is Campus Court Chair. I 

look forward to being in contact with the advisors and the campus 

court regents. Please email me and give me your court information, 

location, how many members are in your court, your service projects 

and fundraising activities. I look forward to serving the Lord with 

gladness. If I can be of any assistance, I am just a phone call or email 

away. May God Hold You in The Palm of His Hands.

Carol Bogacz, National Director

I am a member of Court 

Martinsburg #392 in Martinsburg, 

West Virginia. I serve the Lord with 

gladness through the Catholic 

Daughters in many leadership roles 

as an officer on local and state 

levels and now on the National 

level. An overwhelming joy and 

something that has brought me gladness in serving the 

Lord has been the opportunity to bring new and enriching 

opportunities for CDA members to experience and be 

rejuvenated spiritually. I have organized retreats and days 

of reflection on the local and state levels. I started a “Pass 

it Forward Day” on Valentine’s Day mainly because of all 

the great works St. Valentine did in the prison system with 

letters of love and concern. I wanted to do the same with 

acts of kindness so individuals would get the idea and 

pass another act of kindness on to another person. We 

can only hope that if we continue, one small act could turn 

into large returns for many. Who knows, we could start a 

revolution of kindness.

Carolyn Bachmann, National Director

Catholic Daughters has provided me with 

many opportunities to learn and grow in my 

faith and helped to make a difference in my 

life and in the lives of those we serve in His 

name. The leadership skills I was born with 

were developed and groomed through the 

years in the offices and duties I performed on 

the local and state levels of our Order. With 

each office came new duties and the desire to promote CDA and the 

leadership and know-how to get it done grew. I grew stronger and 

more independent with each office and chairmanship I performed. I 

have accomplished many things in my role as a Catholic Daughter in 

serving the membership of CDA and serving those God has called me 

to help. Catholic Daughters has helped to mold the individual I am 

today. CDA has blessed me with a sisterhood of women and made 

me a true servant in helping others. “We must not only give what we 

have, we must also give what we are.” Joseph Cardinal Mercier

Rose Holschlag, National Director

Thanks to all of you who voted for me to be your National Director. With your prayers and God’s blessings, 

I will do my best to enhance the growth and goals of our wonderful Catholic Daughters of the Americas 

organization. I grew up on a family farm with loving parents and eight siblings. I’ve been married 56 years to 

my companion and encourager, Richard. We have six children, one deceased, 23 grandchildren and 12 great 

grandchildren—maybe 13 by time you read this. Family has always been very important to me, and times 

spent together are precious. It is exciting to be able to chair the Habitat for Humanity project. I am looking 

forward to hearing from you and your state to help build a home for another family in need. Together and 

with God’s help, we can make things happen!
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Arline Rich

My signs of serving the Lord are 

watching the future home owners 

touch the frame work of the Habitat 

for Humanity home and closing 

their eyes, smiling, with thoughts of 

tomorrow; teaching children to read 

and seeing their excitement when 

they realize they can read; seeing 

the smile of the chef of a soup kitchen as he envisions 

what he can create with the donation of eggs and sugar; 

the hug given by a cerebral palsy child during a religious 

education class; the joy of friendship in all situations and 

celebrations; as a member of the Catholic Daughters of 

the Americas bringing smiles, joy, and love to many more 

people around the world. These are my ways of serving 

the Lord. The Lord says "Thank you, Arline," by giving me 

the gift of happiness.

Susan Moné, National Director 

I am so glad to be serving another term 

as a National Director and look forward 

to serving my assigned states. I joined 

Catholic Daughters in January 1977 as a 

Charter member, along with my mother, of 

Ct Our Lady of the Desert #2164, Mesa, AZ. 

Having 5 brothers, the sisterhood of CDA is 

a special blessing to me. CDA has been a 

major influence in my growth spiritually and personally. I continue 

to learn so much as I share in the many activities of CDA. As a new 

CDA member, I was focused on my court but soon realized that I 

am part of something much bigger and very special as I became 

more involved locally, within my state, my country and globally to 

be the hands and feet of God to those in need. My hope is that all 

CDA members come to see us as many different factions coming 

together as one in Unity and Charity and Serving the Lord with 

Gladness. Let’s keep each other in prayer for the success and 

growth of our organization. God’s Peace and Blessings.

Marialice Sagan, National Director

I have been a member of Catholic Daughters 

for 25 years, all of the years with the same 

court, Court Ludington #745. Catholic 

Daughters has been an important part of my 

life outside of family. It has made it possible 

for me to serve the Lord with joy in a variety 

of ways. I have held most of the local offices 

and served as regent for two different 4 year 

periods. I was elected to two terms as state regent of Michigan and 

was secretary for 3 terms and treasurer for two terms. While state 

regent, I encouraged more communication between courts such 

as attendance at a day of recollection sponsored by one court as 

well as developed a workshop based on “Circle of Love.” As local 

regent I started a service whereby CDA members staff the parish 

food pantry every Tuesday afternoon. We have done this for the 

past 14 years, and I look forward to my service there. Through all of 

these activities, the chance to work with other Catholic Daughters 

as we serve each other, the community and most of all the Lord, I 

gain a sense of fulfillment and have made many friends. 

Essie Walker, National Director

As a Catholic Daughter, it is so 

uplifting to share with others in 

prayer, song and praise. It gives me 

great joy to be able to lift my voice 

in song and prayer. I know when I 

pray, He is listening. Prayer and song 

give me the opportunity to reflect on 

the goodness of the Lord. In sharing 

a song, I make sure the song has a spiritual meaning.  As 

a volunteer at the Diocese of Charlotte as a Benevolence 

Counselor and at Victory Junction as a Crew Chief, and 

when working with the Elder Ministries, individuals share 

with me their concerns and struggles in life. Not only do I 

assist with feeding the homeless, we take time to pray and 

sing together.  Prayer and song have taught me that during 

certain times, both can be a comforter. When I gather with 

my Catholic sisters in North Carolina, I know we will say the 

Rosary before each meeting.  It's most important that we 

continue to pray together and for one another. 

Diane Meore, Secretary to National Regent Helene Shepard

While working with Helene for ten years at the preschool, I migrated from working with the children to 

more regularly working with her in the office, especially with her Catholic Daughters paperwork while she 

served as state regent. I resisted actually joining Catholic Daughters at that time, because I really didn’t need 

“one more thing” to do. I was up to my eyeballs with my daughters’ lives – PTA, Girl Scouts, teaching in the 

Religious Education program. And then one night at Open House at the preschool, a court member came to 

speak to the ladies who were there about how belonging to Catholic Daughters was the one selfish thing she 

allowed herself, that it was her time to pray with like-minded women and to join them in service. Her words 

resonated with me, and I soon joined. At every meeting there are ways we can all find to serve our court, 

serve our Church and serve the Lord. We each do as much or as little as we can, but there is a role for everyone. Now that the girls 

are grown, and I don’t have PTA, Girl Scouts, and all the rest, I’m glad I still have Catholic Daughters, my selfish indulgence as I 

"Serve the Lord with Gladness."
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Mary Impellizeri,  

National Executive Director

I truly enjoy serving all the Catholic Daughters. 
I especially love interacting with members at 
National Conventions and the State Officers 
Workshops. When I can answer a question or help 
solve a problem, it proves that CDA is the right 
place for me. Whether it is managing the office 
staff, disbursing donation checks to our charities 
or organizing various CDA events, I try to serve all 
of my CDA sisters competently and respectfully.

Headquarters Staff

Theresa Duran, Administrative Assistant

Serve the Lord, and CDA, with gladness, 
that’s what I strive to do. I handle many issues 
for state officers; I manage the online store and 
answer questions for members, and I use my 
God-given design talents to create attention 
grabbing brochures, posters and newsletters 
that keep members informed and help courts 
attract new members.

Gigi Barreca, Membership Secretary

My job is to input information from courts and 
individuals into our computer record-keeping 
systems. This includes processing membership 
applications, renewals, transfer cards and other 
paperwork. By overseeing the management of this 
information carefully, I help courts stay up to date 
and keep accurate membership data on hand for 
local and state officers and for the national board 
at all times.

Alyssa D’Angelo, Accounts Receivable

It is my responsibility to manage the money you 
send to the Catholic Daughters for membership 
and court dues, donations to National Projects and 
National Charities, and purchases from our CDA 
Store. By recording the money properly, I ensure 
that you can have confidence that your finances 
are being handled efficiently. I believe I am serving 
the Catholic Daughters by making sure the monies 
sent to our office are correctly applied to invoices, 
donations or charitable endeavors.

Joe Delgado, Shipping Coordinator

I send you, either by UPS or the 
United States Postal Service, the items 
you order from the CDA Store. I focus 
on making sure you receive the exact 
items and precise quantity you ordered 
in a timely fashion. I check and double-
check so that when you open your 
packages you will find exactly what 
you ordered. In this way I am able to 
serve the Catholic Daughters.

Martha Hamboussi, Secretary

I think of myself as the first line 
of customer service because I’m the 
one who usually answers the phone. 
I answer member questions, help 
customers with orders they make on the 
CDA website and walk them through the 
Paypal process. Since I speak Spanish, 
members for whom Spanish is their 
primary language can call me. Clarifying 
and expediting matters that Catholic 
Daughters may find confusing is a way 
that I believe I provide service to the 
Catholic Daughters.

Gloria Linley,  

Membership Secretary

Financial Reviews, Officer Lists and 
Rosters are my responsibilities. I help 
maintain all of this data in our computer 
system, dispense rosters when they 
are requested and try to assist any 
member who might call with a question. 
Working as a Catholic Daughter has 
helped me be more prayerful and 
patient in all my endeavors. I believe 
that by understanding that there is 
a person behind each slip of paper I 
process – someone who is a valued 
member of our organization – I am able 
to provide service.

Tom Panas, National Public 

Relations Chairman

My responsibilities are to write 
stories for SHARE Magazine, to send 
stories about the Catholic Daughters to 
the media and to sell advertisements 
for SHARE. By communicating about 
our wonderful organization to the 
Catholic Daughters through SHARE and 
about the Catholic Daughters through 
the media, I believe that I am providing 
a valuable service to our members.  
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The United States Conference

of Catholic Bishops
By Helene Shepard, National Regent

With Bishop Hennessey  
from Massachusetts

Helene with National Chaplain 
Cardinal Dolan

Rev. Jon Thomas, Pastor of the Parish 
of St. Monica in Atlantic City, New 
Jersey, where Court Stella Maris was 
founded 100 years ago.

Bishops at Mass

The United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops (USCCB) Fall General Assembly 
took place November 13-17, 2016 at 

the Waterfront Marriott Hotel in Baltimore, 
Maryland. It was an honor for me to represent 
each of you at this conference. It was an 
awesome experience to be among 192 Bishops 
and many Cardinals including our own National 
Chaplain Timothy Cardinal Dolan.

The meetings were highly organized and 
moved along with precision. Archbishop 
Joseph Kurtz, President of the USCCB, 
presided, and Cardinal Di Nardo, Archbishop 
of Galveston-Houston (TX) was elected 
president of the Conference for the coming 
term. We attended Mass at the historic St. 
Peter Claver Church. Voting on eight important 
issues was all done electronically. I learned a 
new technique.

The mission goals are: 
•  To act on vital issues confronting the 

Church and society.
•  To foster communion with the Church in 

other nations.
•  To offer each bishop appropriate 

assistance in their ministry. 

There are 16 standing committees 
representing the ongoing work of the Church 
in the United States. There are Management 
Committees that take care of Budget and 
Finance along with Priorities and Plans. 
There are Taskforces for contemporary issues 
affecting the church and society such as 
Religious Liberty. The Bishops approved a 
Strategic Plan with five following priorities: 

•  Evangelization – Opening the doors to 
Christ through discipleship.

•  Family Life and Marriage – To encourage 
and heal all families.

•  Human Life – To uphold the sanctity of 
life from conception to natural death. 

•  Vocations – To nurture the call to the 
priesthood and consecrated life.

•  Religious Freedom – To promote  
and defend our religious freedom  
in the US.

Two major activities will take place in 2017. 
The Joy of the Gospel in America: A National 
Convocation of Catholic Leaders. July 1 -4, 
2017. The outcome of the Convocation is 
to form missionary disciples who will be 
equipped to share the Gospel and to go out 
and make disciples of all. This is a five year 
long process.

The second activity will be the V Encuentro 
on Hispanic Latino Ministry. The overall theme 
is: ‘Missionary Disciples: Witnesses of God’s 
Love.’ The themes of the sessions are inspired 
by Pope Francis in The Joy of the Gospel. 

We attended Mass at St. Peter Claver Church. 
President Archbishop Joseph Kurtz presided, 
and Cardinal Di Nardo was elected president of 
the Conference for the coming term. 

As observers we attended the meetings but 
we had no voice or vote. We enjoyed lunch as 
well as coffee breaks with the Bishops. I was 
happy to see so many Bishops who support 
Catholic Daughters in many dioceses – Bishop 
Terry LaValley from Ogdensburg (NY), Bishop 
Robert Cunningham from Syracuse (NY), Bishop 
Dominick Lagonegro from the Archdiocese 
of New York, Archbishop Timothy Broglio 
from the Archdiocese for the Military Services 
USA, Archbishop Alexander Sample from the 
Archdiocese of Portland in Oregon, and Bishop 
Robert Hennessey from the Archdiocese of 
Boston (MA), just to name a few. It was a 
wonderful learning experience for me.  
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Family, Church 
A N D  C O M M U N I T Y   

Essie Walker, National Director

In the family unit, one of the more important family 
types is the inclusive family. This type includes family 
members, church members and members from the 

community. It is evident that our church community is a 
part of the family structure—not by blood, but by joining 
together as a church family to make a difference in the lives 
of the less fortunate. When the church and its membership 
are operating as public servants, it can make an impact 
on the individual and community. Members of the church 
share a spiritual connection and believe in the same values, 
principles and are committed to do the Lord’s will. It is a 
common error in the community to concentrate on making 
things look good instead of actually making them good. The 
church community starts on the inside of the church and 
then moves out into the community. 

Families from different denominations and all walks of life 
can work together to discuss how they can help to make a 
difference in the lives of others. As a family, they may offer 
to contribute emotional support, spiritual guidance, provide 
food, visit the sick, or to make a monetary donation to an 
established program. Regardless of the need, individuals 
know they can seek spiritual and economic assistance from 
their church community. On a daily basis, families along 
with their church families are supporting programs that 
serve individuals and groups. 

Serving the community as a church family is an 

opportunity for parents to model positive social skills and 
for the children to develop and practice using these skills. 
Parents can also model how to follow directions, express 
feelings appropriately, and to show respect and sensitivity 
to others. The family experience will enable family 
members to develop their sense of empathy. The parents 
and children can practice seeing life through a different 
person's perspective. For example, family members can 
learn a great deal by helping to distribute food at the 
church food pantry or food bank, or by serving a meal 
at Thanksgiving or Christmas. Families can later reflect 
and share their feelings and experience. The discussion 
can reflect on their feelings before, during, and after the 
experience. Family members will benefit from hearing and 
understanding each other’s experiences.

Regardless of how small or big, a family along with their 
church family can make a huge difference in the community 
or in the life of an individual. Working together as a church 
family is an act of Unity and Charity. When families are 
serving others, they are also serving the Lord with gladness. 

"At the end of life, we will not be judged by how many 
diplomas we received how much money we have made, how 
many great things we have done. We will be judged by "I 
was hungry, and you gave me something to eat, I was naked 
and you clothed me. I was homeless and you took me in.” 
(St. Teresa of Calcutta)  



The Call to Be 

St. Vincent Pallotti, founder of the Union 
of the Catholic Apostolate, the Pallottine 
Family, was privileged to receive the 

inspiration of the Lord that all are called to be 
ambassadors of God – based on God’s own 
words to create man and woman in the image 
and likeness of God. We are, like God, to be a 
sign of God’s own goodness that is spreading 
love to everyone and in every place. 

The call to be an apostle – according 
to St. Vincent Pallotti – is not reserved to 
priests and sisters, deacons and members 
of religious orders. It is the invitation given 
to all by our very creation in the image 
and likeness of God. And so the Catholic 
Daughters are among the chosen apostles, 
followers of Jesus Christ, ready not only to 
evangelize and spread the Reign of God but 
also to remind everyone they meet of their 
calling to be apostles. 

How important it is for an apostle to be 
a sign of one who serves the Lord with 
gladness. How powerful a witness this is to 
everyone around us! It speaks louder than 
our words, and it opens the hearts and minds 
of those who observe us. The apostle is the 
“image of God,” who shines forth as the sign 
of God’s loving action within us, the source 
of our joy. Then as we remind others of their 
calling, they will have firsthand knowledge 
of the identity of an apostle: one who serves 
the Lord with gladness.  

Sr. Carmel Therese Favazzo, CSAC

Apostles 
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Our agency was started as War Relief Services to 
respond to the needs of refugees during World War 
II, the first a group of Poles who had made it from 

Siberia to the Iranian border in 1943. 
For the next decade much of our work was with those 

affected by that war, many of them refugees, others whose 
homes were destroyed, lives disrupted, always helping all, 
regardless of religion or national origin. Early work was not 
just in Europe but also in Asia, Hong Kong, the Philippines 
and other places. 

But the Catholic Community in the United States found 
that there were needs that went beyond that, and a decade 
later War Relief Services became Catholic Relief Services, 
dedicated to helping the poor wherever they lived and 
whatever their situation. 

Both “relief ” and “services” are descriptive of our 
work: relief is aid given in an acute situation, such as an 
emergency, when help must be given to get people back on 

their feet. But our work goes beyond that, to be of service 
to those who face chronic poverty not caused by a disaster, 
whether natural or manmade. This is development work. 

All of this work arises from the spiritual meaning of the 
word service. It is not mere employment; we do this work 
not expecting anything tangible in return. We are servants 
not only to those we are trying to help, but also to the 
gospel call of Matthew 25, to the Corporal Works of Mercy 
that arise from that biblical chapter. We know that God calls 
us to be of service. 

In the Catholic context, we feel that the work that we 
do arises particularly from Catholic Social Teaching (CST), 
especially and importantly from its emphasis on the dignity 
of the individual. This ties into the CST concept of subsidiarity 
in that we do not dictate from on high how the poor are to 
be helped. We work on the ground, through the Church, at 
the bishops’ invitation, with local partners. We know that 
poverty can rob people of the dignity that God intended for 

Catholic Relief Services: A CDA National Charity  

Focused on Service 
Michael Hill, Communications Officer, Catholic Relief Services
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them and by following the principles of CST we help them 
discover that dignity, understanding that the best way to do 
that is to give them the tools and knowledge and means they 
need to find their way out of poverty. So we do provide relief 
in emergencies, but if we are to be of real service, we must 
go beyond that and empower development. 

An example of this is what we did in Haiti following the 
devastation of Hurricane Matthew. We were immediately 
on the ground with materials people needed simply to get 
on with their lives – water, tarpaulins, hygiene materials, 
cooking and other living supplies. But we also recognized 
that this was not sufficient. So among our first responses 
were seed fairs where farmers whose crops and fields were 
devastated by winds and rain could access the seeds they 
need to begin replanting this region that is an important 
agricultural area for all of Haiti. This is one of the first steps 
we will take to restore these farmers to their work and all 
the dignity that comes with that. This is the best way we 
can serve. 

Let me tell you of a woman in Ethiopia where we have 
worked for more than 50 years and have helped millions 
of people in challenging circumstances. A few years ago 
CRS donated several drilling rigs to the Ethiopian Catholic 
Church to tap deep groundwater. Our partner, the Hararghe 
Catholic Secretariat, used one of the rigs to drill a borehole 
in Dire Dawa, an arid eastern district in Ethiopia. The 

borehole now provides 2,400 households with access 
to clean water. Recently, the Secretary General of the 
Ethiopian Catholic Secretariat Abba Hagos Hayish toured 
some of the communities benefitting from this work. 

“What do you think of this water project?” asked Abba 
Hagos of a Muslim woman filling a 5-gallon jug with water 
from one of the system’s taps. 

“It’s wonderful!” she exclaimed. “Look how clean this 
water is. Our life has changed.” 

“Do you know who is responsible for this project?” Abba 
Hagos inquired. The woman put down her water jug and 
looked at him with a slightly puzzled expression. 

“They call themselves Catholics,” she said, emphasizing 
the strange word at the end of her sentence. “I’m not sure 
exactly what that means, but we give thanks to God for 
their work.” 

Since 1993, CDA has supported the poor around the 
world through CRS with over $350,000 in donations. Dr. 
Carolyn Y. Woo, Catholic Relief Services President and 
CEO, said, “The Catholic Daughters of the Americas and 
Catholic Relief Services share a deep commitment to lifting 
up the human dignity of our least fortunate brothers and 
sisters. Together, we have sought to serve the poorest of 
the poor, with humility and grace. On behalf of CRS, I want 
to offer my most sincere thanks to the Catholic Daughters 
for joining us in the mission of service.”  



Title
Author | Position

Subtitle

22  SHARE • WINTER 2017

Being a Leader 
                           

Sherry Nilles, First Vice National Regent, National Leadership Chairman

“I cannot be a court officer. I have no leadership 
skills.” Have you ever made that statement? 

Leadership skills can be taught and learned. 
Leaders are not a different breed of people. They are not 
born to lead, but are prepared to lead. Learning leadership 
skills starts as children are growing up in the family. Basic 
leadership skills are learned from parents who have their 
own unique leadership styles. In a family, whoever is the 
eldest child is often asked to watch siblings. That child 
is learning leadership skills as he or she observes the 
parents, then uses those skills to protect siblings and make 
them behave properly. 

Observing friends and coworkers using their leadership 
skills can also help new leaders to understand how to lead. 
Joining and participating in organizations gives perspective 
on leadership and leads to understanding and learning 
basic leadership skills. These learned skills become the 

foundation for an individual’s leadership style. 
In his book Emerging Leadership, Mohammed Almed 

writes that there are four pillars that encompass leadership; 
character, culture, communication, and charisma. They provide 
a fundamental understanding of leadership. It is important to 
look at each pillar from a Catholic Daughter perspective. 

Character 
Character in the Catholic Daughters is defined as being 

moral or ethical, being honest, having courage, integrity 
and a good reputation. Character develops over time. It 
is usually formed early in life and continues through life 
but does not change quickly. Behavior that is strong or 
weak, good or bad gives an indication of character. Strong 
character shows drive, determination, willpower, self-
discipline, energy and nerve. To be an effective leader, 
followers must have trust in the leader and be sold on the 

as We Serve the Lord with Gladness
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leader's vision. Our organization needs leaders who will 
guide the court to the future. A person of good character 
sees the organization as a whole and goes after it. 

Culture 
An informal definition of culture is the way we do things 

around here. Culture is shaped by Catholic Daughters' 
values, stories, and rituals. Values are the cornerstone of 
Catholic Daughters. Leaders must be very strong in shaping 
and enhancing the values of CDA. Better decisions are 
made when guided by values. The Black Box, wearing the 
graduation type of hats and always wearing white gloves, 
the initiation ceremonies held in previous years are all good 
memories of our history. They give cohesiveness between 
new and seasoned members. Sharing stories and memories 
creates a culture of acceptance of who we once were and 
who we are now. The Tools of the Trade provide the rituals 

so important to CDA. This is not unlike the stories of the 
past that are shared. Rituals give a steadfastness to the 
organization. Consideration must be given to the culture of 
Catholic Daughters as changes are implemented. 

Communication 
It is no great surprise that leaders in our organization 

spend a majority of their time communicating with members 
of CDA. Problems within Catholic Daughters occur as the 
direct result of poor communication. The best communicators 
are great listeners who are skilled at observing or reading a 
member or a court and sensing their attitude, values, and 
concerns. To communicate and be a worthy leader there 
must be trust that the leader has integrity and a true desire 
to make the organization better. Women don’t care how 
much you know until they know how much you care. Enter 
each conversation with a servant’s heart. By focusing on a 
member or court's wants, needs, and desires, much more is 
learned than focusing on a personal agenda. 

Charisma 
Leadership charisma is best seen when a leader is 

working for the greater good or a higher purpose in the 
service of the organization. A charismatic leader has 
the ability to project confidence, the capacity to engage 
others, skill in articulating ideas, visions and goals of 
the organization. Are you truly a charismatic leader? Ask 
yourself these questions: 

Why do I want this? Is it for attention? Do I want 
validation? Am I addressing an insecurity? Is this just my 
perception of a leader? 

What makes this leadership role at this time in my life the 
right role for me? How have I prepared? 

How do I physically interact with other people? What is 
my nonverbal communication saying to others? What does 
the tone of my voice say? 

The good news is if you want to practice leadership 
charisma, a little goes a long way. There is no need to 
become someone else. Just find the connection to the 
Catholic Daughters that will allow you and the organization 
to grow and be the best that is possible. 

Leaders who are truly interested in being the best 
person possible and keeping Catholic Daughters always 
above a personal agenda are needed in every court. 
Consider your own potential for leadership. Follow the 
four pillars of leadership; character, culture, charisma and 
communication. With these guidelines you will be Serving 
the Lord with Gladness.  
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Campus Courts 
Peggy Guckin, National Director and Campus Courts National Chair

“Serve the Lord with Gladness” (Psalm 100:2) is 
just what our Campus Courts are doing. 

There are 15 campus courts across the 
country: Our Lady of Good Counsel #2434, Washington 
DC; George Washington University #2577, Washington DC; 
Catholic University # 2646, Washington DC; Court Our Lady 
of Grace #2591, Iowa; Court St. Therese of Lisieux #2711, 
Iowa; Court Stonehill College #2623, Massachusetts; Court 
Our Lady of Lourdes #2643, Maryland; Court St. Ignatius 
of Loyola #2712, Nebraska; Court St. Rose of Lima #2716, 
Oregon; Court Our Lady of Loretto #2702; Pennsylvania; 
Court St. Clare of Assisi #2559, Texas Court Daughters of 
the Incarnate Word #2583, Texas; Court Belles of St. Mary’s 
#2615, Texas; Court Daughters of St. Agnes #2622; Texas; 
and Court St. Theresa of the Child Jesus #2671, Texas. 

We can all find time to serve, and our young ladies are 
doing just that. Their focus in this time of their lives is their 
studies, but as members of a Catholic Daughter Campus 
Court, they make time for service projects. In this issue, we 
are highlighting seven of the campus courts. 

Iowa has two Campus Courts. Briar Cliff University 
in Sioux City is home to Court Our Lady of Grace #2591. 
Their members babysit for the faculty at Christmas time. 
Newly instituted Court St. Therese of Lisieux #2711 at Iowa 
State University sets up adoration times and cleans the 
confessionals in the chapel. 

The members of Court #2623 at Stonehill College in 
Easton, MA, collected over 100 coats, jackets, and scarves 
last winter which were given to local charities for distribution. 
The members attend Mass and go to adoration as a group 
and some attended the “Christ’s Encounter Retreat.” 

Our Lady of Lourdes #2643 at the US Naval Academy 
is alive and well with around 50 members. They have 
hosted different speakers, most notably the Sisters of Life 
who spoke on building a culture of life as well as a call to 
greatness. The court is planning a retreat and a community 

service project later this year. 
Campus Court #2646 at Catholic University in 

Washington, DC, helped with a Halloween gathering for the 
children of the area. Rhiannon, who graduated in May, is 
serving a year in Bolivia at an orphanage with the Salesian 
Lay Missionaries. 

In Pennsylvania, at St. Francis University, members of 
Court Our Lady of Loretto #2702 teamed up with the campus 
Knights of Columbus council, as well as a CDA local court in 
nearby Cresson to march in faith with the CDA banner at the 
March for Life event held on campus on January 22, 2016. 
The members also managed the hospitality tent during 
Special Olympics held April 17th. Saint Francis University 
has hosted Special Olympics for over twenty years. This year 
300 athletes from fifteen counties in central Pennsylvania 
competed, and representing the Catholic Daughters of the 
Americas at this event was very inspiring for the members. 
The court has continued with the PA State Project that was 
undertaken at the National Convention, “Hands and Hearts 
Ministry” by collecting hygiene products, household items, 
canned food and school items for children in Haiti. This 
collection took place the weekend of September 23, before 
Hurricane Matthew hit the island. 

Congratulations to the campus court that was instituted 
last spring: Court St. Rose of Lima #2716 at University of 
Oregon, in Eugene. We look forward to hearing from them 
about their activities. 

Keep the members of all our Campus Courts in your 
prayers as they continue their studies and their journeys in 
CDA –they are our future. 

“There are four things to remember when praying. God 
hears prayer, God considers prayer, God answers prayer, 
and God delivers by prayer.” From “Obtaining Answers to 
Prayer” by E.M. Bounds. 

“May God Hold you in the Palm of His Hand.” (Old Irish 
Blessing)  
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The Heart of Holiness 
By Father Gary Lauenstein, C.Ss.R. 
(Ignatius Press, San Francisco, 2016) 
Reviewed by Peggy Eastman

In a world that seems increasingly plagued by divisions, 

discord and violence, we need books that remind us of what 

is really important in this life: love of God and love of our 

fellow human beings. The Heart of Holiness, which is subtitled 

“Friendship with God and Others,” is such a book. 
The book title derives from a statement made by Pope John 

Paul II: “It is Jesus Christ who teaches us that the heart of holiness 

is love.” Father Lauenstein, who has been a Redemptorist priest 

for 45 years, writes with wisdom, honesty and clarity about what 

he sees as the purpose of religion: friendship with God, with 

other people and with oneself. In a chapter called “Being Holy 

Means Being Loving,” he quotes from 1 John 4:16: “God is love, 

and he who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in 

him.” He adds, “Thus, the more we understand love, the more 

we will understand God. And the more we live in love, the more 

we will live in communion with God.” 

The author clearly has the compassion of a parish priest 

who has seen the human condition and human suffering 

up close; currently he serves at St. Mary of the Assumption 

Catholic Church in Whittier, California. He is also a certified 

spiritual director. What makes his grace-filled insights on the 

transformative power of love particularly poignant is his own 

personal spiritual journey. As a novice he struggled hard with 

questions about what it really means to be holy. Of special 

concern to him was the concept of mortification, which involved 

wearing the cilicium, the barbed wire armband common to 

religious orders at that time. Worn on the upper arm, it was 

meant to be an irritant, a penance. 

“Was I to spend the rest of my life seeking ways to frustrate 

and irritate myself in the name of penance?” he writes. He felt 

trapped, which caused him anxiety and depression. But, he 

writes, “I instinctively persevered in prayer, asking only that 

God guide me to truth.” A seminary professor helped to do 

exactly that, explaining that the word “gospel” means good 

news. “Gradually I came to see that God’s love for us is the 

Good News of Jesus,” the author writes. “And with that I had 

the key for putting things into perspective. I had the key to the 

spiritual life.” It was love, not self-abasement, that reached 

the heart of the confused, questioning novice and helped 

guide his spiritual formation. 

The author’s book is rich in quotations from Scripture 

and examples drawn from the lives of holy men of the 

past. For example, 

he cites St. John 

Chrysostom, bishop of 

Constantinople in the 

last half of the fourth 

century and a Doctor of 

the Church. This saint, 

known as an eloquent 

preacher, “tells us 

that friendship with one another introduces us into the very 

life of God, the Holy Spirit of love,” writes the author. Father 

Lauenstein states that “Holiness describes a healthy, personal, 

loving relationship with God as our Friend.” So if we think of God 

the Father that way, He becomes a loving companion in our walk 

of life, One who always wants the best for us. 

The author gives the example of a wayward 13-year-old boy 

in Oregon who was placed in a detention home by parents who 

said they could do nothing with him. The boy, as described in a 

newspaper story, ran away and sought shelter with a group of 

hobos – men who showed him loving concern and tried their 

best to take care of him despite their poverty. When the boy was 

found by people in authority, he was returned to the detention 

home; he ran away again and went back to the hobos who 

had shown him love. “The story points to a truth we have all 

experienced: if we cannot find love where we should be able to 

find it – in our families and among our friends – we will look for 

it elsewhere,” the author writes. 

The author cites Saint Thomas Aquinas, another Doctor of the 

Church, who said, “To love is to will the good of another.” What 

would our world be like if more people really willed the good 

of others? To will the good of another means to be less self- 

absorbed and more focused on the poor, the homeless, the sick, 

the grieving, the lonely – and all who need love. 

Father Lauenstein writes movingly of the crucifixion of Jesus 

and God’s response to that savage act. He states that “…God 

the Father had only two choices: to punish or to forgive...the 

only adequate punishment for such an enormous crime would 

have been to destroy the world. But the fact that we are still here 

proves that God chose the other alternative: to forgive.” In that 

forgiveness, God gave us an example of the highest form of love. 

Can we do less than respond by trying our very best to love God, 

our neighbors and ourselves?  
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NATIONAL CHAPLAIN CELEBRATES NEW YORK 
COURT’S CENTENNIAL MASS 
National Chaplain Timothy Cardinal Dolan, Archbishop of New 

York, visited Court St. Clare #912, Great Kills, New York, to 

celebrate the court’s 100th anniversary. In the photo, Regent 

Juliette Zinsley, left, and court member Mary Bonfiglio, right, greet 

Cardinal Dolan. Juliette thanked His Eminence for accepting the 

position of Catholic Daughters National Chaplain, and Cardinal 

Dolan expressed his appreciation to the Catholic Daughters for all 

the good work they do.

TEXAS COURT CELEBRATES FORTY YEARS 
Court Mary, Mother of Mercy #2143, Hillsboro, Texas, honored its 

40th anniversary with a beautiful Mass by Court Chaplain Father 

Ouseph Thekkumthala and Deacon John Lauhoff. The members 

of the court gave parishioners a delicious dinner to thank them 

for their support. As part of the celebration, the court honored its 

eight charter members. In the photo are court officers and charter 

members, front row, left to right, Mary Foran, Genoveva Garcia, 

Helen Mach, Financial Secretary Nellie Cavazos, Regent Barbara 

Clevenger, Vice Regent Barbara Weatherford, Tina Cavazos, Gina 

Foran, and Margaret Kennedy. Back row, left to right, Dorothy 

Brock, Yadira Davalos, JoNell Michaud, Father Ouseph, Susie 

Jacobs, Deacon John, and Maria Davalos. 

CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY  
FOR SOUTH DAKOTA COURT 
Court Sacred Heart #280, Parkston, South Dakota, honored its 

100-year anniversary with Mass and a meal served by the Knights 

of Columbus. In the photo, front row, left to right, Carol Gilman, 

vice regent; Janet Martineau, national director; Diane Baumiller, 

regent; and Lisa Herrman, financial secretary. Back Row, left to 

right, South Dakota state officers Michelle Sage, state treasurer; 

Brenda Anderson, first vice state regent; Barb Wiechmann, state 

regent; Judy Konechne, second vice state regent; and Bernice 

Cizadio, state secretary. 

TEXAS COURT HONORS 25 YEARS 
The 25th anniversary celebration of Court Our Lady Queen of the Lake #2364, Lake Jackson, Texas, was 

shared by Catholic Daughter courts from District 35. Mass was celebrated by Msgr. Leo Wleczyk, Court 

Chaplain, after which attendees were welcomed by Regent Rhonda Palasota. Lake Jackson Mayor Joe 

Rinehart presented a proclamation declaring August 13 Catholic Daughter’s Day in Lake Jackson. After 

dinner, Past National Director Duchess Collins gave the Keynote address, and Grand Knight Mark Jasek 

cited projects the Knights and Catholic Daughters work on jointly and talked about the important role the 

Daughters serve in the parish and community. The Knights also presented a $500.00 donation to assist the 

Catholic Daughters in their prayer blanket ministry. Dottie Mensik, past regent, recognized Betty Bartos 

and Ruth Ermis for over 40 years of service. In the photo, Gloria Millsap, district assistant to Senator Joan 

Huffman and former regent, presents a Proclamation from the Senator’s office to Rhonda Palasota.

100 YEAR ANNIVERSARY  
FOR CALIFORNIA COURT 
Eighty-seven members and guests of Court San Jose #281, San 

Jose, California, celebrated the court’s 100th anniversary with a 

beautiful prayer service and delicious luncheon. Regent Theresa 

Cetani welcomed all and introduced dignitaries present including 

Rose Arena Dusek, financial secretary; Jo Ann Bjornstad, recording 

secretary; Father Joseph Morris, court chaplain, His Excellency 

Bishop Patrick J. McGrath, Diocese of San Jose; Jessie McDonnell, 

treasurer; and Angie Carillo, vice regent. Regents from 1916-2016 

were acknowledged for their service, with special mention of 

Immediate Past Regent Joan M. Loher. In the photo, anniversary 

celebrants gather with Bishop McGrath, who gave the opening 

prayer and congratulations.
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MINNESOTA COURT RAISES FUNDS WITH 
GUMMI BEARS 
Court St. Anne #1840, Medford, Minnesota, was thrilled with the 

community support it received for its Gummi Bear Project. Court 

members were given space in two local grocery stores where 15 

ladies and two children (the Court Regent’s grandchildren) were 

able to collect a record-breaking $1200. Members of the local 

Habitat for Humanity expressed appreciation for the project, as did 

many people who had seen or viewed pictures of the houses that 

had been built. In the photo, front, left to right, Jacob Zabel, Megan 

Zabel and Helen Nagel; back, Minnesota State Treasurer Jackie 

Svenby and Ken Kangas of the Rice County Habitat Build Project. 

VETERANS IN NEED HELPED  
BY LOUISIANA COURT 
Members of Court Our Lady Queen of Heaven #1785, Lake 

Charles, Louisiana, delivered 18 walker/wheelchair caddies to the 

Louisiana War Veterans Home in Jennings. The caddies were made 

by Una Couvillion, who is standing in the photo second from right 

with other court members.

NEW YORK COURT HELPS OUR TROOPS 
Court Patricia #195, Newburgh, New York, collected goods for 

American armed forces abroad. Items, chosen from a "wish list" 

from the brave men and women who serve, were comprised of 

basic personal hygiene articles such as toothpaste, brushes, body 

wash and soap; and snacks, including chips, candy, crackers and 

more. In the photo, court members stand behind a table of the 

many things gathered to bring good cheer to the troops.

OKLAHOMA COURT JOINS HOUR OF PRAYER 
AGAINST ABORTION 
Members of Court Queen of Peace, #2204, Tulsa, Oklahoma, 

participated in an hour of prayer during the National 40 Days for 

Life Campaign to end abortion. It was held across from an abortion 

clinic in the Garden of Hope (according to the Diocese of Tulsa 

website, “The Garden of Hope is a place of hope and healing, a 

place for prayer and for grace. Throughout the year people gather 

here to pray for the end to abortion.”) Pictured behind the 40 Days 

for Life banner are, left to right, Cindy Tanner, Regent Rhonda 

Howell, Vice Regent Cynthia Cavenah, and Financial Secretary 

JoElla Newbury.

ROSARIES DONATED TO FLOOD VICTIMS  
BY LOUISIANA COURT 
Members of Court St. John #1214, Plaquemine, Louisiana, donated 

300 handmade rosaries to their Catholic sisters and brothers who 

were victims of the Baton Rouge flood. The court also donated box 

fans to assist with cleanup. Pictured are Regent Carolyn Marchand, 

Financial Secretary Anita Gilchrist and Bernadette Quatravantz.
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MARYLAND COURT BUILDS HOMES IN HAITI 
Court. St. Joseph #2300, Eldersburg, Maryland, collaborates with Operation Starfish, 

an organization that builds homes for needy families in Haiti. Shacks are replaced with 

homes that have two bedrooms and contain indoor plumbing and solar lighting. Court 

St. Joseph has already donated funds to build four houses and is working towards a fifth. 

Each house costs $3200 and the court is praying for enough donations to complete the 

fifth in 2017. In the photo, left to right, are Past Regent Kathy Monteil, Court Coordinator 

for Haiti Homes Snookie Judge, and Coordinator for Operation Starfish Jim McDaniel.

STUDENTS GIVEN FREE LUNCHES BY NEW YORK COURT 
Court St. Ann, Mother of Mary #2419, Washingtonville, New York, prepared and distributed lunches at four community locations during a 

two-week period in July and August. The newly-named Food For Kids free lunch program was the brainchild of current Vice Regent Nanette 

Murray, an administrator in the Washingtonville School District. Nanette recognized the value of expanding to the summer a program 

that had serviced deserving students during the school year. Through the combined efforts of the court, the local Food Pantry, Knights 

of Columbus and other churches in the community, children who had received take-home weekend lunches during the school year also 

obtained free weekday lunches in the summer. The four-week program distributed 2,565 lunches. In the photo court members stand 

behind bags of lunches prepared for the students.

MASSACHUSETTS COURT GATHERS  
“PENNIES FROM HEAVEN” 
Barbara Maldero of Court Ausonia #781, Boston, Massachusetts, 

donated $500 to her court to be given to the Pennies for the Unborn 

Fund. This is given by the Massachusetts State Court to Sean Cardinal 

O’Malley, Archbishop, Archdiocese of Boston, for pro-life activities. In 

the photo, front, left to right, Elena Barassi, Rita Ann Mulkern, Regent 

Rosemary McAuliffe, and Barbara Maldero; rear, left to right, Sonia 

Frissora and District Deputy Brenda McIntyre. 

LOUISIANA COURT HELPS STUDENTS  
MAKE ROSARIES 
Members of Court Padre Pio #2141, Cottonport, Louisiana, 

worked with teachers at St. Mary’s school to make 

rosaries for students. Standing behind the children 

displaying the rosaries they made are, left to right, 

Monica Nicholson, Renee Brouillette, court member 

Kathy McDonald, Tammy Mayeux and court member  

Nita Brouillette.
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WISCONSIN COURT NAMES  
CONTEST WINNERS 
Court St. Rose #1062, Wausau, Wisconsin, announced winners 

of its education art contest. In the photo, left to right, Education 

Co-Chairman Arlene Buchberger presents Ann Seliger (junior at 

Marathon High School) her award for third place in Art in Division 

III; Ashley Seliger (sixth grader at St. Mary’s School Marathon) 

receives her second place award in Art in Division II from Regent 

and Education Co-chairman Pauline Riedl. 

EDUCATION CONTEST CERTIFICATES GIVEN BY 
CALIFORNIA COURT 
Court Compton #942, Compton, California, presented Education 

Contest participants with certificates during Mass. Participants 

were selected from Compton’s two Catholic schools, Our Lady 

of Victory and St. Albert the Great. Pictured, top row, left to right, 

Shirley Creighton, Elisapeta Fido, Our Lady of Victory Principal 

Theresa Voelz, Essie Preston and Jo Bryant. Second row, Jacqueline 

Dunn, Janet Castaneda, Louise Harris, Carole Gilmore, Regent Joan 

Braun, Yvette Manard, Karen Jones, Yvonne Iraldo and Past State 

Regent Daphne Bernestine. Third row, Laterria Allen, Dahlia Ochoa, 

Valerie Garcia, Brizza Cumplido, Jessica Hernandez, Teresita Flores 

and Juliana Salcedo. Bottom row, Rashida Garcia, Andrea Vincente, 

Delana Tramel, Carol-Jay Smith, Giselle Campos, Martha Garcia and 

Daniela Laguna.

NATIONAL FIRST PLACE WINNER 
ANNOUNCED BY IDAHO COURT 
Court Our Lady of the Lake #1447, Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, was 

proud to announce Kirill Pierce, a student at Holy Family Catholic 

School in Coeur d’Alene, as first place national winner of the 

National Education Contest, Computer Art Division. In the photo, 

Kirill, front row, is joined by Cindi George, Regent and Bonnie 

Mc Dowell, Education Chair. In the back row are Rev. Roger La 

Chance, St. Pius X parish; Rev. Mariusz Majewski, St. Thomas the 

Apostle; and Rev. Tim Ritchey, St. George. 

THREE HUNDRED STUDENTS ENTER 
PENNSYLVANIA COURT EDUCATION CONTEST 
Students participating in the annual education contest held by 

Court Easton #358, Easton, Pennsylvania, were from Holy Family 

Elementary School, St. Jane Frances deChantal Elementary School 

and Notre Dame High School. In the photo are award winners and 

contest officials from Holy Family School, front row, Patricia Bleam, 

regent; Nicholas Bonventre, Andrew Lazar, Erika Nestor, Mary 

Strucko, education chairman; and Principal of Holy Family, Mrs. 

Christine Bruce. Back Row, Eileen Yanno, Olivia Shallenberger, Ben 

Morris and Patrick Benolken.
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LOUISIANA COURT VISITS GOVERNOR
Louisiana Governor John Bel Edwards and First Lady Donna 

Edwards invited members of Court St. Helena #2536, Greensburg, 

Louisiana, to a reception and tour of the Governor’s mansion. First 

Lady Donna Edwards is a member of Court St. Helena. The Court 

presented their hosts with a crucifix from Mother Angelica’s 

Shrine.  As court members prepared to leave, the Governor and 

First Lady asked for their continued support through prayer.

TEXAS COURT PLAYS BUNCO TOGETHER
Members of Court Queen of the Holy Rosary #2282, La Grange, 

Texas, gathered for an evening of Bunco (a game played in teams 

with dice), fun, food and fellowship at the home of Regent Brenda 

Fietsam. This was the first Bunco outing for the court, and for some 

it was the first time playing the game. Members and prospective 

members were invited. The winners were awarded beautiful 

handmade ribbon/wood crosses. The biggest winner was Court 

Queen of the Holy Rosary because it gained a new member. In the 

photo, Court “Bunco-rettes” pause from the game for a photo.

MONTANA COURT VISITS SHRINE
On a beautiful fall day members of Court St. Cecelia #1151, Billings, 

Montana, took their long awaited trip to the Lady of Lourdes Shrine 

in Emigrant, Montana.  Pilgrims prayed the Lady of Sorrows Rosary, 

enjoyed a nice lunch, and had a pleasant trip home.  Front row, 

Cecelia Jirges, treasurer; Helen Boespflug, Irene Wolf, and Carolyn 

Lansing.  Second row Sharon Nelson, Donna Meyer, Joyce Kuehn, 

Marge Larimer, Gale Kreitzberg.  Third row Marlene Hensley, Jackie 

Cox, Vivian Bruski, Betty Besel, Eileen Pritting, Jessica Beens, 

Margaret Helfrich, secretary; and Lois Junso, regent.

National and state officers, new court members, Knights of 
Columbus, and clergy gather for a photo to celebrate the new court.

NEW COURT INSTITUTED IN MASSACHUSETTS
National Regent Helene Shepard and Massachusetts State Regent 

Maureen Trainor were the presiding officers at a special Mass for the 

institution of Court Queen of Peace #2724, Foxboro, Massachusetts. 

Mass was celebrated by Rev. Matthew Wescott, Pastor, St. Mary’s 

Church, while Knights of Columbus 4th Degree members and the 

parish choir assisted in making the day very special.

MASSACHUSETTS STATE COURT GOES ON TV 
TO RAISE FUNDS
Dressed in CDA purple, members of the Massachusetts State 

Court participated in a Telethon for Catholic TV in Boston, which 

was celebrating its 25th anniversary.  The Telethoners received 

many telephone calls including some from CDA court members.  

Leading the Telethon was Very Rev. Robert Reed, newly-appointed 

Bishop of the Boston Archdiocese. Catholic Daughters can be seen 

in the photo handling the phones in front of the cameras.



  CATHOLICDAUGHTERS.ORG  31

N
E

W
S

&
N

O
T

E
S

OHIO COURT CELEBRATES “MIRACLE OF LIFE”
Court Bellaire #367, Bellaire, Ohio, held its annual “Miracle of 

Life” baby shower. Assorted gifts included handmade Afghans, 

diapers, baby clothing, and sweater sets. All items were donated 

to needy infants. Among those in attendance were, from left to 

right, Secretary Laurie Hetzel, Regent Irene Bickmeier, Susan 

Stewart, Vice Regent Margaret Poolucci and Mary Linguist.

NEW COURT INSTITUTED IN TEXAS
Court Mother of Divine Grace #2717, Edinburgh, Texas, was 

instituted with 173 members. Special guests included Texas State 

Officers, State Chairmen, Catholic Daughter courts from the area 

and Knights of Columbus Council #15262. Chief celebrant for Mass 

Rev. Kumar Nayak, Court Chaplain, was joined by concelebrants 

Rev. Chris Santangelo, Rev. Richard Lifrak, Rev. Bob Charlton, Rev. 

Michael Koday and Monsignor Louie Brum. In the photo are 133 of 

the new court members present for the ceremony.

TEXAS COURT HOLDS ANNUAL GARAGE SALE
Court St. Theresa of Lisieux #2211, Sugar Land, Texas, hosted its 

annual garage sale fundraiser with the help of Knights of Columbus 

Council #4204 of Sugar Land. Sale items included housewares, 

linens, clothing, shoes, electronics, luggage and many other 

treasures. Proceeds from the sale support the court’s annual 

scholarships, seminarian sponsorships, clergy appreciation and 

local, state, and national charities. Unsold items were gathered, 

boxed and donated to the local Fort Bend County Women’s Center.

NORTH CAROLINA COURT HOLDS BABY SHOWER
Court St. Bernadette, #2629, Fuquay-Varina, North Carolina, hosts an annual baby 

shower for the local Birthchoice organization, which, according to its website, 

“Since 1971 Birthchoice has been seeing women who are most vulnerable and 

at risk for abortion. Birthchoice cares for and accepts women where they are at. 

Our client advocates meet with the women who come to us in a quiet, loving, 

respectful environment.” Birthchoice representative Betty Rogosich spoke about 

how the organization helps unwed mothers choose life for their babies. Court 

members donated 209 new baby outfits and filled five gift bags, which will 

provide a gift for each new mother.

 A view of the altar from those in the pew during the prayer service.

NEBRASKA COURT HOLDS 24-HOUR  
PRAYER SERVICE
Court Little Flower #988, Columbus, Nebraska, hosted a 24-hour 

prayer service to honor the Sacred 

Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of Mary on their Feast 

Days in conjunction with the Jubilee Year of Mercy. The special 

intentions of the prayers were to end abortion, terrorism, 

pornography, for God’s blessing on traditional marriage, our 

nation’s election, and in recognition of the “World Day of Prayer 

for Priests.” Coordinating this special event were court members 

Lois Kuta and Betty Zoucha. This was the prayer service’s second 

year, and the court intends for it to become an annual tradition.

Court members gather behind a table filled with gifts 
collected at their baby shower.
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Pictured at the ceremony are Recording Secretary Lucille Zamora; 
Treasurer Julia Chavez; Financial Secretary Marcelle Trujillo; Rosie 
Chavez; District Deputy Louisa Rodriguez; Hilda Hidalgo, and 
committee members Connie Quintana and Corine Duran. 

NEW MEXICO DEDICATES MEMORIAL PLAQUE
Court Our Lady of Belen #1359, Belen, New Mexico, dedicated a 

memorial plaque honoring deceased court members.  The plaque 

was blessed by Deacon Rudy Zamora and the Ceremony for 

Deceased Members was led by the Regent Hilda Hidalgo and Vice 

Regent Rosie Chavez. Twenty-five people attended, and all visited 

the Felipe Chavez (El Millionario) Memorial to attend Our Lady of 

Belen Church Outdoor Mass.

Regent Madeline Marcoux, Court St. Clare of Assisi, left, and Regent 
Mary Peoples, Court St. Anthony, right, present a check in the amount 
of $5,309 to Father Koro, center.

ARIZONA COURTS ASSIST KENYAN STUDENTS
Because Rev. Nicholas Koro, AJ, is Parochial Vicar of St. Clare of 

Assisi Parish in Surprise, Arizona, members of Court St. Clare 

of Assisi #2677, also in Surprise, became aware of dire living 

conditions in his native village in Kenya. When court members 

asked how they might help, they were told that school uniforms 

and supplies for 242 elementary students would be beneficial 

(the uniforms are important because children who arrive at 

school without a uniform are sent home). Court St. Clare was able 

to donate $3,509 for the uniforms and Court Daughters of St. 

Anthony #2651, Casa Grande, Arizona, joined the cause by offering 

$1,500 to purchase school supplies.

Front row, left to right, Kathleen Dorn, Sylvia Macheski (partially 
hidden), Melanie Miller, Doris Dutcher, Bishop Scharfenburger, 
National Regent Helene Shepard, New York State Regent Mary Ziesig, 
First Vice State Regent Heather Rave, and State Treasurer Emma Lou 
Smith. Second row, left to right, Catherine Smith, DeLynn Wickham, 
Marycay Doolittle, Deacon Richard Washurn, Mary Anuska, Mary 
Morse and Marlene Nalli. Standing behind Deacon Washburn is Rev. 
Winston Bath, Pastor of Holy Trinity Parish. 

NEW YORK CELEBRATES PAST REGENTS 
MEMORIAL MASS
The Diocese of Albany Past Regents Chapter held its 49th Annual 

Memorial Mass at St. Mary’s Church in Hudson to remember CDA 

members within the Albany Diocese who passed away during the 

past year. Rev. Edward B. Scharfenburger, Bishop of Albany, served 

as principal celebrant and homilist. New York State Regent Mary 

Ziesig presented Bishop Scharfenburger with a check for $1,500 

from the Marie C. Curry Seminary Scholarship Fund, a special state 

court project funded by all the courts in the state. Each year the 

New York State Court presents similar awards to each bishop in 

the eight Dioceses as financial aid for seminarians.

In the photo, left to right, Florida State Regent Michele Bowman, 
Immediate Past State Regent Delia Funnell, and Second Vice State 
Regent Kathy Brady.

FLORIDA STATE BOARD BRINGS CDA TO 
TAMPA WOMEN’S CONFERENCE
Members of the Florida State Board sponsored and manned a 

table at the annual Spirit FM Women’s Conference attended by 

more than 800 faith-filled women.  It was an all-day affair with 

three keynote speakers, numerous vendors, and charity tables.  

The day ended with the Celebration of the Holy Eucharist.  It was 

a day of renewal and fellowship, and an excellent opportunity to 

grow CDA in Florida.
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MASS OF THANKSGIVING IN NEW 
YORK FOR NEW NATIONAL REGENT
A Mass of Thanksgiving at St. Mary’s Parish 

in Washingtonville to honor Helene Shepard 

becoming National Regent was celebrated 

by National Chaplain Timothy Dolan with 

Concelebrant Rev. Jeffrey Maurer, National Clergy 

Consultant and Pastor of St. Mary’s Parish. Among 

those in attendance were Past National Chaplain 

Rev. Matthew Kuhn and Past New York State 

Chaplain Msgr. James Fox. Members of the new 

National Board attended, as well as Immediate 

Past National Regent Shirley Seyfried and Past 

National Regents Anne Nelson, Joanne Tomassi 

and Grace DiCairano. Executive Director Mary 

Impellizeri, Administrative Assistant Theresa Duran 

were there, as well as state regents from New York, 

Massachusetts, New Jersey, and Oregon. A lovely 

dinner was sponsored by Court St. Ann, Mother of 

Mary #2419, Washingtonville, New York. Helene’s 

niece Robin Conklin and her sister Joan Oram 

gave tribute to Helene. The New National Board 

entertained all with a skit about Helene’s fairy 

godmothers. Many gifts were presented to Helene 

by those who love and support her, including a 

Windows of Opportunity Scholarship and a 1903 

Society Perpetual membership.

CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS MAKE DREAM COME TRUE 
FOR KENYA COURT
Rev. Peter Wambulwa sent a picture of the bus purchased for Court St Monica 

#2706, Nairobi, Kenya, with the donation presented to him at the Fifty-Sixth 

Biennial National Convention in Pittsburgh. “The bus is fully owned by the 

court, it has been hired out several times,” Father said. “We are very grateful 

to you. It is really an instrument of unity and charity. God bless you. The bus 

was officially blessed and presented to us on November 8. It has a capacity 

of 41. It is nice. Behind the bus are the words, ‘Whatever you do to for the 

little ones, you do it for me.’”

NORTH CAROLINA COURT HONORS 
DECEASED MEMBER
Rev. Father Thomas S. Tully, Pastor of Saint Paul Catholic 

Church, New Bern, North Carolina (standing, far right), 

presented Mr. Joseph “Sandy” Stewart (seated) a 

CDA grave marker in honor of his late wife, Nancy 

Jean Stewart, a longtime dedicated member of Court 

Monsignor Michael A. Irwin, #1704, New Bern, North 

Carolina. Assisting Father Tully in this presentation 

were, left to right, National Director and North Carolina 

State Regent Essie Walker, National Regent Helene 

Shepard and Court Regent Belinda Swager.



34  SHARE • WINTER 2017

P
E

O
P

L
E

MASSACHUSETTS COURT INSTALLS  
NEW OFFICERS
Court Saint John Eudes #987, Hudson, Massachusetts, which 

recently celebrated its 90th anniversary, held its installation of 

officers at the court’s monthly meeting. In the photo, back row, left 

to right, District Deputy Jean Rousseau, Recording Secretary Claire 

Feehan, Treasurer Audrey Davidson and Financial secretary Diane 

White. Sitting, left to right are Regent Catherine Russell and Vice 

Regent Janet Wisti.

LONG STANDING MEMBERS RECOGNIZED  
BY NEW YORK COURT
To honor their years of service, Court St. Rosalie #1783, Hampton 

Bays, New York, displayed five picture albums showing members 

through the court’s 58 years. Membership pins were presented 

by Regent Rae LaMagna to all members who served 15 years or 

more, including Charter Member and the court’s first historian 

Sylvia Smith. In the photo, first row, Alice McGovern, 43 years; 

Marge Gately, 25 years; Jo Dolan, 32 years; Genevieve Leskody, 

32 years; Sylvia Smith, 58 years; Dorothy Linnick, 38 years; 

and Pat Swanson, 22 years. Second row, Cathy Fava, 36 years; 

Barbara Borell, 57 years; Father Ed, Pastor; Dorothy Conners, 36 

years; Marie Kennedy, 43 years; Maureen Collins, 17 years; Kathy 

O’Shea, 36 years; Theresa Bigart, 32 years; Carolyn Donato, 17 

years; Grace Rizzo, 32 years; Margaret Reibel, 21 years; Noreen 

Iovino, 19 years; and Rae LaMagna, regent.

Left to right, Rose Tondra, State Regent Darlene Moritz and Rita A Carlson.

IOWA COURT MEMBERS RECEIVE  
ST. FAUSTINA AWARDS 
Among the St. Faustina Award for Membership and Court 

Development recipients that received pins at the Biennial National 

Convention in July were Rita A. Carlson from Court Our Lady of 

Good Counsel # 216, Fort Dodge, Iowa, and Rose Tondra from 

Court Madonna #858, Ames, Iowa. Rita instituted an exemplary 

Recruiting Program for her Court, which has been successfully 

increasing court membership for many years.  Rose was the driving 

force to establish a new Campus Court at Iowa State University. 

National Regent-Elect and National Membership Chairman Olga 

Samaniego said, “St. Faustina is the patron saint of mercy, and 

we are grateful to the ladies who are encouraging women to 

undertake the Spiritual and Corporal Works of Mercy as members 

of the Catholic Daughters of the Americas. In 2018, I look forward 

to presenting many more members with their St. Faustina pins.”

Left to right, Dr. Carolyn Woo, Helene Shepard, and Mark R. Melia, 
Executive Vice President, Charitable Giving.

NATIONAL REGENT PRESENTS CHECK TO 
CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES
National Regent Helene Shepard and National Executive Director 

Mary Impellizeri attended a reception in New York City for Catholic 

Relief Services, one of CDA’s National Charities, hosted by the New 

York Regional Council of CRS. It was an opportunity to expand 

the metro community’s awareness about CRS’ mission and its 

role in the global Catholic Church’s efforts to serve “the least 

among us.”  The focus of this year’s event was CRS’ work with 

Middle East refugees, specifically its work with Syrian refugee 

children.  Helene presented a $10,000 check to Dr. Carolyn Woo, 

Catholic Relief Services President and CEO, with whom she also 

shared interesting conversation. During the festivities Rev. James 

Martin, SJ, Editor-at-Large of the Jesuit magazine “America,” was 

guest speaker and presented to the Catholic Daughters a signed 

copy of his book, Jesus, A Pilgrimage. An interesting video about 

CRS was shown, and then a choral group from Highbridge, New 

York performed.  “It was,” Helene said, “a lovely evening.”
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WEST VIRGINIA COURT SUPPORTS  
COLLEGE MINISTRY
Katherine Janelle, a recent graduate of West Virginia University 

with a major in philosophy and minors in English and religious 

studies, spoke of her ministry work with FOCUS (Fellowship of 

Catholic University Students) at a meeting of Court Martinsburg 

#392, Martinsburg, West Virginia. FOCUS is a collegiate outreach 

program whose mission is to share the gospel with college 

students through Bible studies, outreach events, mission trips 

and one-on-one discipleship. Court Martinsburg was proud to 

support Katherine by making a donation to her ministry work at 

Boise State University in Boise, Idaho. 

MINNESOTA COURT SUPPORTS  
CONFIRMATION STUDENTS
Court Queen of Peace #1558, Slayton, Minnesota, served a retreat 

meal and gave a religious CD recording by the Seminarians 

Folk Band to confirmation students. In the photo, back row, 

Confirmation Instructor, Jim Cowan; students Tyler Penoyer, 

Brad Schreiber, Wyatt Staples, Nick Dierks, Ethan Clarke, Brady 

Woldt, John Sweetman and Regent Joyce Risacher; front row, 

students Matt McNab, Patrick Platt, Mary Doom, Kayla Bass, 

Mariah Beckmann, Michaela DeGreeff, Rev. Thien Nguyen and Vice 

Regent Joann Halbur.

NEW OFFICERS AND MEMBERS FOR  
NEW MEXICO COURTS
Several courts in New Mexico celebrated the installation 

of new officers and reception of new members at St. Joseph on the 

Rio Grande Catholic Church. Participating courts were St. Joseph 

on the Rio Grande #2523, Albuquerque; Court Immaculate Heart 

of Mary #1671, Bernalillo; Court St. Thomas Aquinas #2306, Rio 

Rancho; and Court Nativity/Mt. Carmel #2522, Albuquerque. 

Msgr. Lambert Luna celebrated Mass with concelebrant Msgr. 

Anthony Bolman assisted by Deacon Leonard Martinez.

IOWA COURT MEMBERS TRAVEL TO MEXICO 
FOR SEMINARIAN ORDINATION
Three members of Court Our Lady of the Lake #2515, Spirit Lake, 

Iowa, traveled to Mexico to celebrate the ordination of Rev. Mauro 

Sanchez, whom the court supported as a seminarian. The court 

purchased vestments for Father Mauro and bus tickets to transport 

his family from their village to Mexico City to share the big event 

with him.  A sculpture of Mary was presented to the family for 

their home parish. In the photo left to right, Teresa Garvey, Father 

Mauro, Susan Sundlin, and Marilyn Fleming.

VERMONT COURT WELCOMES BISHOP 
The Very Rev. Christopher J. Coyne, Bishop of Burlington, Vermont, 

visited Mary Queen of All Saints Parish and concelebrated Mass 

with Parish Administrator Angelito Sumod-Ong, Court Chaplain. 

Prior to the potluck dinner following the Mass, members of Court 

St. Veronica #1273, Hardwick, Vermont, posed with the Bishop. 

Front row, left to right, Bev Shepard and Bev Pape; second row, 

left to right, Helen Renaud, Helen Willey, Kathy Shepard, Jeannine 

Young, Vice Regent Doris Voyer, Regent Robin Gauthier, Ida Perron, 

Gertrude Barnes; third row, left to right, Annette Gann, Recording 

Secretary Raymonda Parchment, Bishop Coyne, Adrienne Olney, 

Madeleine Berner, Mary Jane Fradette and Father Sumod-Ong.
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CHILDREN WITH 
CANCER HELPED 
BY NEW YORK 
COURT
Kendra Durant of Court 

Little Rose #1300, 

Ellenburg, New York, 

shaved her head in 

support of children’s 

cancer research at an 

annual head shaving 

event for the St. 

Baldrick’s Foundation. 

According to its website, 

“St. Baldrick’s head-

shaving events began as a challenge between businessmen 

and have grown from one event in 2000 to over 1,200 events in 

2016, raising critical funds for childhood cancer research.” With 

the help of the Catholic Daughters, Kendra and her team, named 

Babbleheads, raised over $2500 to help children with cancer.

PENNSYLVANIA 
COURT HONORS 
LONG-STANDING 
MEMBER
Cour t  Columbia #2, 

Meadville, Pennsylvania, 

h o n o r e d  m e m b e r 

Virginia Anderson for 

her 76 years of faithful 

membership.  Virginia was 

presented with a Certificate 

of Appreciation and flower 

arrangement by Court 

Chaplain Rev. Johnathan 

Schmolt and Court Regent 

Phyllis Vrobel. Her son, 

Charles Anderson, brought her to the celebration, and everyone 

enjoyed the evening reminiscing about “the good ol’ days.”  In 

addition to Virginia’s 76 years, Court Columbia has two 50-year 

members and nine 60-year members.
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NEW OFFICERS INSTALLED FOR  
ARKANSAS COURT 
Court Mother of Divine Mercy #2656, Hot Springs, Arkansas, the 

newest court in Arkansas, recently installed new officers at the 

Church of St. John the Baptist.  Presiding at the installation were 

Arkansas First Vice State Regent Trudy Pascale and District Deputy 

Gretchen Zell, who is a member of Court Our Lady of Victory Court 

#564, Pine Bluff, Arkansas. In the photo, left to right, Trudy Pascale; 

State Secretary Linda White, Regent Carolyn Wethington, Vice Regent 

Cecile Green, Recording Secretary Jennifer Elder, Financial Secretary 

Shirley Pitts, Treasurer Cynthia Risques, and Gretchen Zell.

CALIFORNIA COURT ANNOUNCES NEW OFFICERS
The new officers elected to serve Court St. John #2526, Fresno, 

California, are, left to right, Ana Martinez, treasurer; Mary V. 

Harguindeguy, vice regent; Esther Granillo, financial secretary; Sr. 

Rosalie; Irma Rij, district deputy; Jennifer Rodriguez, recording 

secretary; and Monica Herrera, regent.

NEW OFFICERS WELCOMED  
BY NEBRASKA COURT
Court Our Lady of Loretto #709, Plattsmouth, Nebraska, installed 

new officers with Mass celebrated by Rev. David Azambawu. 

District Deputy Elaine Boyce and Ceremonial Coordinator Patricia 

Vaughn assisted Father Azambawu with the installation. Following 

Mass, the Court served refreshments. Pictured, left to right, 

Patricia Vaughn; Vicki McCarville, treasurer; Elaine Boyce; Father 

Azambawu; Meta Blankman, recording secretary; Barbara Toman, 

financial secretary; Cheryl Todd, regent; and Mary Lou Salazar, 

vice regent.

THE SEMINARIANS IN KENYA SEND 
GREETINGS TO CDA
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This rosary is a treasured devotional piece.  
The glass pearl beads feature soft lilac and pink 
colors.  The centerpiece is a heart-shaped locket 
with an image of St. Anne and her daughter Mary.  
A crucifi x with intricate etchings complements 
the centerpiece.  

The Mother of Mary Rosary will be sent 
to you in gratitude for your gift of $12 or more.  
Your donation will support the ministries of the 
Missionary Oblates as we serve poor and needy 
people in our missions around the world. 

Donate Now Toll-Free At:

1-888-330-6264
Mon. - Fri. 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Central

To request this item on our secure 
internet site, visit oblatesusa.org/ads

Follow us on Facebook
facebook.com/oblatesusaorg

Thank you for your generous support!

Locket centerpiece
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beautiful rosary 
is blessed by 
an Oblate.
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 Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate
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