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National Chaplain’s Message
Timothy Michael Cardinal Dolan

M
Y DEAR 

CATHOLIC 

DAUGHTERS, 

Spring is the season of 

planting when the ground 

thaws, and we realize there 

is work that must be done if 

we want to enjoy beautiful 

flowers or a harvest of food 

from our gardens. In this 

way, it is a forward-looking 

season, a season of hope 

about what is to follow. The 

theme for this issue, Hope, sowing the seeds for the future, 

reminds us of this aspect of spring. Jesus had something to 

say about sowing seeds, remember?

The Parable of the Sower is found in three Gospels: 

Matthew 13: - 23; Mark 4:1-20; Luke 8:1 – 15. It is a story 

that I’m sure you know – a sower scatters seed on different 

types of soil, yet only the seed planted in rich soil produces 

any fruit. There are multiple lessons in this parable, and, 

what’s even better, Jesus Himself explains it for us! As we 

consider the parable, it may cause you to think of how your 

many wonderful efforts with the Catholic Daughters of the 

America can be a source of hope, and bear fruit in the future. 

But also consider how Jesus is speaking to each one of us and 

examine whether we are making our hearts a rich soil able to 

receive God’s grace in our lives.

First things first, Jesus explains, the seed the sower 

is sowing is the Word of God. In Matthew, it is usually 

translated as the “word of the kingdom,” by which Jesus 

means the message of salvation he came to us to proclaim: 

“This is the time of fulfillment. The kingdom of God is at 

hand” (Mk. 1:15). This tells us that Jesus’ message is not 

accepted by all, which seems clear enough in today’s world. 

However, we should not overlook that the sower allowed 

seeds to fall on ground that might not seem suitable for 

growth. He didn’t go back and pick them up, which tells us 

something about the abundance of God’s grace and mercy, 

even toward those whom He knows may not accept Him. Do 

we act with the same abundance and generosity in our own 

lives? Especially toward those who might seem unlikely to 

respond in a positive way to us?

The first two places the seed falls are the most difficult 

circumstances for God’s Word to grow. The edge of the path 

or patches of rock are both places where the seed cannot 

take root, where it can be carried away or burned by the 

sun. Are there places in our lives – areas of struggle, strained 

relationships, or something else – where our soil is rocky 

or otherwise trampled so that the Word cannot take root? 

The seed that falls among the thorns is able to take root and 

grow, but is ultimately choked by the thorns. Jesus explains 

that this seed is able to experience some growth but is 

ultimately strangled by the “worries of this world,” thereby 

producing no fruit. In our personal lives or in your service 

as Catholic Daughters, are there worldly concerns that might 

be preventing the full flowering of your efforts?

Ultimately, of course, we want our hearts to be rich soil, 

soil that hears, understands, and lives the Word of God. This 

is soil that produces a great harvest, and I’m so proud to say, 

my beloved Catholic Daughters, that the fruit of your efforts 

across the world show that there are indeed hearts of rich 

soil, willingly responding to God’s movement in your lives. 

What a blessing you are to so many people!

Now any of you who grow flowers or maintain a garden 

know that the work extends beyond the planting. There 

must be great care taken to help the plant grow to its 

fullest potential. Sometimes the plant needs to be pruned. 

Sometimes weeds need to be pulled out. Thankfully, the 

Sacrament of Penance is a way we can help maintain a 

rich soil within ourselves. And of course the plants need 

water and sunlight, which we might think of as the divine 

nourishment provided by prayer and the sacraments, 

especially the most Holy Eucharist. 

Self-examination is an essential part of the Christian 

life, and it’s imperative for those who are committed to 

spreading the Gospel, which you all do in so many ways, to 

honestly ask God for help in always cultivating rich soil. For 

we must first have hope ourselves before we can sow hope 

with others: hope in God’s love and mercy most intimately 

revealed to us through the saving work of Jesus. In all that 

you do as Catholic Daughters, I urge you to be rooted in the 

hope offered by God so that, with the help of His grace, the 

seeds you sow among others will bring forth a great harvest. 

May God bless you and guide you in all you do to sow 

seeds for the future of His kingdom!

Faithfully in Christ, 

Timothy Michael Cardinal Dolan 

Archbishop of New York 

National Chaplain

Timothy Michael Cardinal Dolan
Archbishop of New York

National Chaplain
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R
ecently at my parish I thought to myself, darn, I 

should have put a tree there when I moved in 9 

years ago…it would have looked great there. Now 

I’m scrambling to decide whether it’s even worth it now. 

Trees need time. The old saying goes, you plant a tree 

for someone twenty years from now who will enjoy it 

fully. Many really beautiful trees were planted before I 

was born...they need time and will often outlast us. That 

is why last summer at the national gathering in Belleville, 

I handed out twenty-year calendars to the national and 

state officers. 

Watching the collapse of many women’s (and men’s) 

religious orders in the United States, I often wondered if 

someone back in 1995 would’ve shaken them up to say, 

“your youngest member is 56…not 18…in twenty years 

your order’s mission is effectively finished!” Would that 

have been enough to change the course of some orders of 

religious? I see it even now as in 2019 I turn 40...I’m not 

the young priest anymore. I must always look for more 

young men who hear His call to the altar. 

Perhaps begin to plant the seeds of junior courts or 

begin now, like the orders should have done in 1985, to 

look at the youngest member and ask, “Where will we be 

in twenty years?” Some courts might find this depressing, 

but I hope it’s sobering. When you get sober you begin 

to change things, ask anyone in AA. I hope that the 

twenty-year calendars will help us to realize that the time 

for planting seeds is now! We have an amazingly strong 

tree in CDA, let’s use its seedlings and saplings to grow 

something great from it! 

As I walk back to my rectory after writing this I’m going 

to make a decision to plant the tree this spring…perhaps 

it’s nine years late, and maybe I won’t get to enjoy it’s 

full height and beauty, but it’ll be there for someone and 

many others because I did it. Let’s get planting!

God bless you.

Father Jeffrey Maurer

National Clergy Consultant

Fr. Jeffrey J. Maurer,
National Clergy Consultant

National Clergy  
Consultant’s Message
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Sowing Seeds (of Trees) for the Future



  ◆ THE LIGHT ENTRUSTED TO YOU
Keeping the Flame of Faith Alive
John Wood

We keep the flame of our faith alive by sharing it with others. John Wood 
wrote this practical, inspiring primer that explains the Catholic faith in 

engaging lessons that can be applied to everyday life. He illustrates how Catholicism 
has the power to form ordinary people into extraordinary Christians - saints. Using 
life experiences, stories, movies, songs, and sports, he illuminates the wisdom of 
Catholicism and equips us to share it with others, especially our own children.
LEYP . . .  Sewn Softcover, $18.95
    “With engaging clarity, this book offers a refreshing representation of the timeless Catho-
lic faith. In underscoring the daily wrestle with faith, Wood presents a text to help us both live the 
faith and ensure its transmission to our posterity.”   
— Curtis Martin, Founder, FOCUS

◆ DEFYING GRAVITY
How Choosing Joy Li� ed My Family from Death to Life
Joe Sikorra

A powerful, deeply moving story of a family’s hopes and dreams being shat-
tered by a terrible nightmare, and how they responded to it. Told by the father, 

a popular Catholic radio host and marriage counselor, it shows how he and his wife 
dealt with the shocking revelation that their two young children had a rare, neuro-
logical and vicious fatal disease. He tells how, what seemed to be a story of death and 
tragedy, was turned into one of hope, love and joy found in the midst of incredible 
struggle — an outcome that only a loving, merciful God could provide.
DGRAP . . . Sewn Softcover, $16.95
    “Joe Sikorra is a natural-born story teller, a talent that explodes across each page of his book. � is pow-
erful, poignant, inspirational account of his own, sometimes deeply painful, experiences of divine provi-
dence proves the wisdom of the adage: ‘Let go, and let God.’” 
— Patrick Madrid, Host, The Patrick Madrid Show

◆ CAUSE OF OUR JOY
Walking Day by Day with Our Lady
Mother Mary Francis, P.C.C.

A beautiful book of meditations on Our Lady based on the Litany of the Blessed 
Virgin and on her Magni� cat prayer. It also presents re� ections for all the major 

feasts of Mary, as well as poetry centered on the Mother of God. � ese meditations 
come from the profound prayer of a holy contemplative Poor Clare nun, inspired by 
the Holy Spirit. Acclaimed spiritual writer Mother Mary Francis speaks with an 
intimate familiarity of the Mother of God, and you will feel that same closeness to 
Mary a� er reading these soul stirring re� ections. 
CJOYP . . .  Sewn Softcover, $15.95
     “It is obvious that the mind and heart of Mother Mary Francis have been deeply enriched by her medita-
tions on Our Lady.  It will do the same for any reader of her book, truly “Walking Day by Day with Our 
Lady” and the joy that would bring!  
—Mother Assumpta long, O.P., Superior, Dominican Sisters of Mary, Mother of the Eucharist

P.O. Box 1339, Ft. Collins, CO 80522

www.ignatius.com

1-800- 651-1531

C        HOOSE JOY THAT  
BRINGS LIGHT & LIFE



D
EAR CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS,

As we are preparing for our National 

Convention, at Sioux Falls in July we have 

some time to consider the theme: Hope, Sowing the 
Seeds for the Future. Many times, in the past, I have 

written that these are challenging and troubling times. 

However, it seems even more so presently. There are 

many social and moral issues that need to be addressed 

and resolved. That is why the themes of Hope and the 

Future seem so appropriate. 

Hope implies looking toward the future with optimism, 

trusting in God’s help for the outcome. It also implies 

patience and endurance. “Hope is the proper response to 

the promises of God. Abraham serves as a prime example 

here. Even though he was very old, he had confidence 

that God would fulfill his promises. “against all hope, 

Abraham, in hope, believed” (Rom 4:18). Like Abraham, 

we can trust in God’s promises and “seize the hope set 

before us.” (Heb 6:18) The Holy Spirit is also a source of 

hope, for his power causes hope to abound (Rom 15:13). 

Finally, hope comes as a gift from God through grace 

(2Th 2:16). Hope leads to joy (Rom 12:12) boldness (2 

Cor 3:12), and faith and love (Col 1:4-5). Hope also leads 

to comfort; we are to encourage one another with the 

knowledge of the resurrection (1 Th 4:18). *

However, hope cannot be a passive activity. While 

we have trust in God, we must continue to work toward 

our goals. “Pray as though everything depended on God. 

Work as though everything depended on you.” St. Ignatius 

of Loyola. We need to put action into our lives. We can’t 

wait for it to happen. We have to make our own future. 

Our Circle of Love is of primary importance in this 

regard as it is our outreach to our local communities, 

parishes, and society as a whole, as well as our source 

of our own spirituality and renewal. This is why it is 

imperative that you have turned in your Circle of Love 

forms. There is a definite need for hope in our world. 

We need to pray, follow the prophets and serve others.

In order to prepare for the future, we must have 

a clear vision of our future goals. This can only take 

place by having input from you. That is the reason why 

participation in the National Convention is so vital to 

the health and growth of our order. The Convention 

is the place where you have the opportunity to voice 

your concerns and vote on the issues presented by 

the membership. It is the place where the seeds are 

germinated and planted. We need you to be part of this 

process. Your voice, your opinion and your vote, are 

valuable and necessary for our continued growth. We 

can only collectively, work toward goals we understand 

and support.

In addition, participation in the Convention gives you 

the opportunity to see the” inner workings” of CDA and 

to form relationships with other CDA members. In this 

way you develop a sense of connection and oneness 

with this great organization and its members.

Together, beginning at Sioux Falls, let us move forward 

with confidence and optimism for the future, joyfully 

trusting in the support of our CDA Sisters and the love 

and protection of God.

Optimism is the faith that leads to achievement. Nothing 

can be done without hope and confidence. Helen Keller. 

In Unity and Charity,

Helene Shepard

National Regent

Helene Shepard,
National Regent

National Regent’s Message
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    Serve the 
     Lord with 
gladness! 
                      

—Psalm 
100:2

 * Copyright Statement: These files are public domain
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A Sparkling Symbol of a Family

Joined by Faith and Love
Th is elegant expression of a family united is beautifully realized in a 
unique custom design, hand-crafted of solid sterling silver with 18K 
gold-plated accents. Central to the design is a graceful open heart 
which holds an 18K gold-plated cross sparkling with a genuine 
diamond—a symbol of the radiance of God’s love, which along with 
the love of family is what a Mother holds most dear in her heart. 
Th e sweeping band parts to individual branches that gently hold the 
heart and can be engraved with the names of each family member 
(up to six)! Adding to the meaning, the band is finely engraved 
inside with the reminder “Faith and Family are at the center of a 
Mother’s Heart”.

An Exceptional Value... for a Limited Time
The “Faith & Family” Personalized Diamond Ring ring is a 
remarkable value at $99*, payable in 4 easy installments of $24.75 
and backed by our unconditional 120-day guarantee. It is made to 
order in women’s whole and half sizes 5-12 and arrives in a custom 
case along with a Certifi cate of Authenticity. To reserve yours, send 
no money now; just mail the Priority Reservation. Th is personalized 
ring is only available from Th e Bradford Exchange. So don’t miss 
out—order today!

Signature

Mrs. Mr. Ms.
                                                         Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City                                           State               Zip

Email 

         01-26031-001-E50381

*Plus a total of $9.98 for shipping and service (see bradfordexchange.com). Please allow 4-6 

weeks for delivery of your jewelry after we receive your initial deposit. All sales subject to product 

availability and order acceptance. 

A Fine Jewelry Exclusive from Th e Bradford Exchange

PRIORITY RESERVATION                             SEND NO MONEY NOW

P.O.  Box 806,  Morton Grove,  IL  60053-0806

                                                                        

jewelry

�������� ��������

the

©2017 The Bradford Exchange
01-26031-001-BIBRT

www.bradfordexchange.com/26031

LIMITED TIME OFFER    

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED
To assure a proper fi t, a ring sizer will be sent to you after your 

reservation has been accepted.

1. 

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

YES .  P lease 

reserve my ring as 

descr ibed in  th is 

a n n o u n c e m e n t 

engraved with the 

names indicated at 

right.

Ring Size _____ 

(if known)

Shown here with 4 names

Actual size

Hand-Crafted in Solid 

Sterling Silver with 

18K Gold Plating

Set with a Solitaire  

Genuine Diamond

Engraved inside with

 “Faith and Family are

at the center of

a Mother’s Heart”

“Faith & Family”
PERSONALIZED DIAMOND RING

With each family 

member’s name

 (Maximum of 6 names of 10 letters)

Reservations will be accepted 
on a first-come, first-served 

basis.  Please respond as 
soon as possible to reserve 

your ring.

*For information on sales tax you may owe to your state, go to bradfordexchange.com/use-tax.

01_26031_001_BIBRT.indd   1 7/20/17   12:40 PM
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Growing Together

Essie Walker, National Director
National Family Chairman
Growing Together Spiritually

After surviving the cold winter 
months, families look forward 
to the arrival of spring. Not only 

are they looking for warmer weather, 
they start to think about planting a 
garden or a flower bed, and let’s not 
forget the spring cleaning.

The same consideration should 
be given to the family’s spiritual 

growth. No matter how strong a 
family’s faith, it is important to look 
for ways to strengthen that faith. It’s 
a time to evaluate the spiritual goals 
of the family or to put goals in place. 
First, think about what the family will 
keep, stop doing, do differently or 
start doing. Establish goals that will 
strengthen the faith family.

It is very important that the 
children be included when setting 
these goals. Some important goals 
to focus on are family prayer, 
family devotionals, learning more 
about the Catholic faith, sharing 
with neighbors, sharing family 
moments and setting specific goals 
for children. 

Spiritually
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Plan each day with care: 
Make prayer an important daily 

practice. Gather in the morning or 
evening as a family to pray and reflect. 
When family members pray together, 
each member grows in intimacy with 
God. Prayer will help deepen that 
interpersonal relationship. Prayer 
creates family cohesiveness and 
strengthens the bonds between 
husband and wife, brother and sister, 
and parent and child. 

Family Devotionals: 
As a family, sing hymns, take turns 

reading from inspirational books and 
discuss how they can apply those 
principles to life’s everyday situations 
and challenges. It’s a time for families 
to come together to study God’s 
word, make prayer requests and give 
praise, and to discuss important family 
issues. Make sure the younger children 
participate in the devotional. Allow 
them to lead the lessons or prayers. 

Family Meetings: 
Encourage all members living in the 

home to join in the meeting. Make sure 
everyone present gets to contribute. 
There might be times a family member 
may need a little coaching to open-up. 
Even if he/she not open-up, ask if he/
she has anything to say or share. A 
simple question to ask is, “What were 
the best things that happened to you 
today or this week?" This question 
would be most important for the 
younger generation. 

Choose a Saint: 
Each family member chooses a 

saint of interest. Learn about the 
life of the saint for inspiration and 
guidance. Consider choosing a 
different saint each month. 

Faith: 
There is always something to be 

learned about our faith. Read articles 

or attend a service of a different faith. 
Remember, we are all from different 
faiths, but the same global community. 

Get to know your neighbors: 
Invite your neighbors to attend 

Mass. Lead by example. Show 
examples of Christ’s love and charity 
regardless of culture, attitude, or 
religion. Encourage family members 
to let their spiritual lights shine. 

Family Projects: 
As a family project, make a Spiritual 

Journal. On the first page, note a 
favorite prayer. Each day, write two 
blessings received during the day. 
Make note of anything that will help 
to grow and strengthen faith. 

Involving younger children: 
When involving the younger 

generation in the family goals, 
make sure the goals are specific, 
measurable, attainable, relevant, and 
time bound. 

• Specific - Determine what to 
accomplish

• Measurable - Be able to measure 
each child’s progress

• Attainable - Make sure the goals 
are age appropriate

• Relevant - Goals should make 
sense for your child

• Time Bound - Set a deadline
Based on age, start out with simple 

spiritual goals for children. (Spend 15 
minutes reading the Children’s Bible. 
Include praying for a week). 

Give each family member the 
opportunity to share his/her goal(s). 
Write goals on a poster board, post 
where everyone can see, review 
goals frequently and most of all, 
celebrate success. 

Now is the perfect time to do some 
Spiritual Evaluation and to set goals. 
Remember prayer is like a seed, it 
nourishes one's spiritual growth. 

www.avemariapress.com

NEW FROM

Joyce Rupp

Boundless Compassion
Creating a Way of Life

The definitive Christian guide to 
compassion, Boundless Compassion  

is the culmination of bestselling  
and award-winning author Joyce 

Rupp’s research and work as 
codirector of the Servite Center  

of Compassionate Presence.  
Through this six-week personal 

transformation process for 
developing and deepening 
compassion, Rupp nudges, 

encourages, and inspires you to  
grow in the kind of love that 

motivated Jesus’ life and mission  
for his disciples. 

224 pages, $18.95

Prayers of Boundless 
Compassion

Prayers, blessings, and meditations 
by Rupp will help us practice 

themes of compassion.
128 pages, $12.95

“I felt my heart relax  
into sweetness.”
—Sylvia Boorstein

Author of It’s Easier Than You Think
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“Yes, my soul, find rest in God; my hope comes 
from him.” These words from verse 5 of Psalm 
62 should be emblazoned on the heart of each 

Christian woman and especially each Catholic daughter. As 
we seek to serve God, we will face many struggles. We will, 
at the very least, feel like there is not enough time to do all 
that we must do. We will wonder if we are hearing the Lord 
correctly and if we are doing what we are called to do. We 
will wonder if there is a better way to serve; we may even 
wonder if we are doing more harm than good. Often, we 
may worry about the future—especially those of us working 
on increasing membership. We worry about the future of 
our great organization, and we fear that the organization 
might not be there for our daughters and granddaughters. 
How will our daughters know the joy of serving with other 
women of faith, and how will they experience the powerful 
bond of sisterhood if the organization is not here? While we 
don’t want to stop working and sowing seeds for the future 
of our organization, we need to quit worrying. We need to, 
as the saying goes, “Let go, and let God!”

We are not called to be successful; we are called to be 
faithful. When we take our focus off success, and when 
we quit worrying about failure, we are free to experience 
the holiness and the joy of service. Feeding the hungry or 
caring for the sick, whether they are strangers, friends, or 
members of our own family, are not just duties we must 

fulfill. They are opportunities to share the love of God with 
others. Praying for and praying with someone is a great 
honor. To be able to intercede for someone before the 
throne of God is an awesome privilege. 

Research tells us that attitude is everything. Let’s 
cultivate an attitude of hopeful expectation. We can start 
by changing the way we speak to ourselves and changing 
the way we speak to others about our work. Instead of 
saying, “I have to go to a meeting tonight,” let’s try, “I am 
looking forward to our meeting tonight! I get to pray with 
my sisters! I get to be in on the planning of something 
wonderful for God!” Instead of praying just for God to help 
us get through what we must do, let us be a little bolder 
and ask Him to help us experience the joy of living for Him. 

I know we get tired, and I know we lead stressful lives 
filled with problems ranging from the mundane and tiresome 
to the fearful and devastating. But the Scripture tells us, 
“They that hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They 
will soar as with eagles’ wings; they will run and not grow 
weary, they will walk and not grow faint. (Isaiah 40:31) Let us 
place our hope and our trust in the Lord not only for our own 
well-being and for the health and safety of those we love, 
but also for the future of our Order. My prayer for you is the 
prayer of St. Paul, “May the God of hope fill you with all joy 
and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by 
the power of the Holy Spirit. (Romans 15:13)  

Olga Samaniego
National Regent-Elect
Spiritual Enhancement Chairman

Hope
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Sowing the Seeds 
for the Future

Sherry Nilles
First Vice National Regent
National Leadership Chairman

As Catholic Daughters, we are fortunate to have good information to guide us. This information is available through 
the current bylaws (July 2016 edition) of the Catholic Daughters of the Americas and The Tools of the Trade. Both are 
filled with instructions for instituting a court, installing officers, conducting business at a local, state, or national 

meeting, inviting new members, and so much more!
The instructions have many parts and plans. Good suggestions are included. But good etiquette is still needed in a court. 

There are six important P’s for etiquette in leadership. Etiquette in leadership is another way to say that each member makes 
a difference and is important to the organization. Members are the heart of Catholic Daughters.

Six P’s for Leadership Etiquette

Hope,
#1 

PURPOSE
Determine the purpose of this gathering. 

Is it a regular court meeting, or a planning 
meeting, or a celebration or a social 

gathering? Then communicate and make sure 
everyone involved knows the purpose. Trying 

to have a business meeting following an 
agenda while “party” is the mindset of those 
attending creates an atmosphere of disregard 
for rules. Members become disruptive during 

the meeting. Those who understood the 
purpose of the meeting was a party who then 
discover that it really is a business meeting 

will express their disappointment with 
disinterest and inattention.

#2 
PLAN

Make a list of everything that will be  
needed to accomplish the purpose of the 
meeting. For a business meeting have an 

agenda, committee reports, specific information 
for discussions, minutes, and financial reports, 

the gavel, and any other items needed for 
that specific meeting. Double check with the 
recording secretary, financial secretary and 

treasurer to ensure that they are prepared for 
the meeting. The meeting will run smoothly and 
necessary work for the court will be completed 

without a problem and on time. A party  
would be informal and lack a  

designated timeline.



  CATHOLICDAUGHTERS.ORG  13

#4 
PAY ATTENTION

Understand that to be successful the 
attention of all present must be focused on 

the goal of working together and completing 
the project or meeting. As the leader, you are 
responsible for maintaining order and control 

of the meeting. Side conversations disrupt 
the meeting, add stress to the court regent, 
and tend to upset those who are trying to 

follow the meeting. Proper use of the gavel 
helps in maintaining order and control.

#3 
PEOPLE

Is the fund-raiser chairman in attendance at 
the meeting for discussion that will focus on 
the planned dinner for 250 attendees? She 
is the chairman and needs to be identified. 

That reduces arguments and ensures that the 
information about the event is correct. Identify 
who the “boss” is for the event. Communicate 

that with the court and give that person the 
ability to be in charge. Surround yourself with 
good women who know what they are doing 

and let them do their jobs.

#5 
POLITENESS

Every Catholic Daughter has good ideas 
and needs to feel that she can express her 
thoughts without being ignored. Come to 
the meeting with a positive attitude and 
willingness to listen and give attention 

to everyone present. Keep control of the 
meeting. Nothing is more discouraging to 
a member, especially a new member, than 
being looked down upon or made to feel 
that her suggestion was not acceptable.

#6 
PATIENCE

Working together takes time and 
patience. Allow each member to 

fully participate in the discussion, 
planning, and work of the court. Each 
court has its own flavor which makes 
our organization great and good. As 
Catholic Daughters, taking time to 
know each member creates a more 

welcoming organization. A member who 
feels welcome will be a member who is 
involved and willing to share her God-

given talents freely.

If you remember the six P’s – purpose, plan, people, pay attention, politeness and patience, 
your ability to be the leader will be greatly enhanced. Each court needs new members, new 
officers and new ideas. By following the six P’s, seeds are being planted for future growth and 
strength. Your court will work together and do great things for the honor and glory of God.  
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During the Bylaws presentation at the 56th Biennial 
National Convention in 2016, a proposal was 
presented to change the name of our organization 

from Catholic Daughters of the Americas to Catholic 
Daughters of the World. A motion was made referring this 
to committee. The committee was charged with studying 
all aspects and implications of the proposed change and 
compiling a report to be published in a quarterly letter and 
in SHARE Magazine to be reviewed by all.

A committee was appointed by National Regent Helene 
Shepard after consultation with the National Board. An 
outline was drawn, assignments given, and the nine 
members of the committee started their work. The Spring 
2017 quarterly newsletter contained some details of how 
the committee would proceed. The Fall 2017 quarterly 
newsletter contained an updated report as to the progress 
to-date. The committee met at the New York office the first 
weekend of February 2018, for the first and only “in-person” 
meeting. All previous communication was through email 
and phone in a cost-saving effort. The committee’s work is 
now complete. This SHARE article was compiled as a tool 
for every member to provide the information necessary 
to make an educated decision regarding a possible name 
change. It has been published in SHARE as requested in 
the motion to refer, in an effort to reach every CDA member.

This final report contains researched facts and 
suggestions as presented and discussed by the entire 
committee. It does not contain a recommendation, pro 
or con, as that was not part of the charge given when the 
motion to refer to committee was presented. All major 
decisions require analysis from many angles. While 
budgetary impact is an important consideration, there 
are other factors to keep in mind when pondering the 
possibility of funding such a change. Will a change of name 
further our mission to serve the poor, help those in need, 
be Christ’s hands and feet? Please read this article in its 
entirety before forming an opinion of your own. 

 The steps to change our name are numerous. We 
consulted the attorney in New York who has served the 

Catholic Daughters for many years. It is her opinion a 
name change would require her services throughout the 
process. She estimates a change of name at all three levels; 
National, State and Local, would require a minimum of 41 
and up to 82 billable hours or more at an average rate of 
$365 per hour. The services of a graphic artist would also 
be necessary to update our trademark name and logo, the 
cross and crown. Graphic artists usually charge a minimum 
of $95.00 per hour. 

Additional consideration should be given to existing 
inventory, again at all levels. The national office store 
inventory is currently valued at approximately $204,000. 
This is a very conservative number as there are many 
other items at the New York office that are not considered 
“inventory” but contain the logo and/or trademark. 
Many state courts also have inventory on hand of items 
customized to include the name of their state. 

All total, we estimate the cost would be anywhere from 
$24,000 to $42,000 to do the legal work for all levels, 
and $250,000 to rebrand at the National Level only, i.e. 
replace the inventory, brochures, forms, new stationary 
and envelopes, change of bank accounts, checks, deposit 
books, etc., new signage at the office, etc.

The committee further discussed branding issues in 
addition to inventory in the national and state stores. If we 
chose to change our name we must all be on-board in the 
effort to send a clear message that we are all part of one, 
united organization. To that effort, each court would need 
to replace their existing Unity and Charity banner and/or 
court banner with one containing the new logo. All supplies 
would become obsolete as they will contain the old name. 
Redesigning brochures, applications and other items will 
require the work of a graphic artist, too. Jewelry molds will 
have to be redesigned as well. National robes would have 
to be changed because CDA is on the emblem on the sleeve. 
State and Local robes only have symbols on the sleeves.

In researching possible banking concerns, we were told it 
is not possible to change the name on an existing business 

RESEARCH ARTICLE:

Catholic Daughters of the Americas
Very Important Information

Please Read Carefully
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account. It would be necessary for all courts at all levels to 
open new accounts using the new name. The banks require 
a copy of the new articles of incorporation and the letter 
from the IRS which the national office staff would make 
available, minutes of the meeting authorizing a change in 
accounts, minutes of the meeting containing the results of 
the most recent election to prove who has authority to sign, 
and a copy of the section of the bylaws showing the officers 
have the signature authority on the courts’ accounts.

Currently we have limited our work to countries where 
either English or Spanish is spoken because our materials 
are only available in these two languages and some are 
only available in English. Translators charge by the word to 
translate a document. The more complex the language, the 
higher the per word price. 

The committee also discussed possible changes to the 
bylaws. A change in corporate name would require a motion 
to change all references to Catholic Daughters of the Americas 
or CDA to whatever the new name would be. It would not 
require addressing each occurrence individually. However, we 
also discussed the possibility of a new section in the bylaws, 
“International Courts,” rather than a change of name. We 
currently have a section for Campus Courts; International 
Courts could function similarly, with special guidelines.

These types of courts would serve to recognize the growing 
presence of our organization in nations around the world 
and provide a space for acknowledgement and participation 
for our global members. The committee discussed how the 
International Courts model could also open new doors for 
our mission work and possibly attract new members looking 
for an organization that not only offers opportunities for 
spiritual growth and ways to financially help others but also 
ways to help in person through mission trips; joining our 
CDA sisters in foreign areas and assisting them with their 
projects. We do this type of work in the states when we build 
houses with Habitat for Humanity. We did this in Mexico 
when we had two teams of workers each working a full week 
on the Lenten build in 2008.

There were several additional 
recommendations discussed by the committee: 
1.  Take more time to discuss the issues and think this 

through. 
2.  Allow the current international courts time to establish 

themselves; to develop and grow. 
3.  Wait until there are a few more international courts 

instituted before a decision is made.
4. Request updates from the international courts.
5.  Assign a National representative for international courts 

in the same way we have one for each state. 

Changing the name of our organization is a major 
decision that must not be taken lightly. The steps are 
tedious and time-consuming. It is not something that could 
happen overnight. In fact, even if a decision was made to 
change our name, it would take months and possibly a few 
years to fully enact. Please take the time to discuss this at 
your court meetings. We must not be afraid of change but 
we must be sure we are fully informed and ready and able 
to follow through if we decide to change.

It was my honor to serve as chairman of this committee. 
Every committee member was well prepared to present on 
their topics allowing us the opportunity to finalize our work 
in a timely manner. Thank you to each of these women for 
their dedication and many hours of work. 

The committee members were:
Joanne Tomassi, Past National Regent, Chairman
Claudia Bosch, Past National Regent
Jina Couvrette, Nevada State Regent
Irene Duda, Oregon State Regent
Susan Killian, California Past State Regent
Anne Nelson, Past National Regent
Heather Rave, New York State Regent
Libby Ramirez, Past National Regent
Shirley Seyfried, Past National Regent
Helene Shepard, National Regent, Ex Officio 

Members of the Name Change Committee organize the research 
regarding a possible name change.  In the photo, front, right 
side, Oregon State Regent Irene Duda; New York State Regent 
Heather Rave; Nevada State Regent Gina Courvette; and Susan 
Killian, California.  Center: Committee Chairman and Past National 
Regent Joanne Tomassi, Florida.  Front, left side, Past National 
Regent Claudia Bosch, North Dakota; Past National Regent Libby 
Ramirez, Texas; Past National Regent Shirley Seyfried, Minnesota; 
Past National Regent Anne Nelson, Maryland; and National Regent 
Helene Shepard, New York.
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There is a tradition upheld every January when Catholic 
Daughters from across the country attend the March 
for Life in Washington, D.C. Members have been 

going since the first March for Life was held on January 22, 
1974 on the first anniversary of the 1973 Supreme Court 
Roe v. Wade decision making abortion legal.

A “tradition within this tradition” is the live interview on 
EWTN (Eternal World Television Network) of the National 
Regent and National Regent-Elect on the morning of 
the March. The interview takes place outdoors on the 
Washington Mall with the nation’s Capital building in the 
background.

Sometimes, it gets really, really cold! But this year, 
thankfully, temperatures were moderate.

National Regent Helene Shepard and First Vice National 
Regent Sherry Nilles stepped in front of the camera this 
year. They were interviewed by Teresa Tomeo, a friend 
to the Catholic Daughters who has spoken at a biennial 

national convention and other Catholic Daughter events.
Teresa has been doing this for 12 years and has 

interviewed other national officers including Past National 
Regents M. Joan McKenna, Claudia Bosch, Libby Ramirez, 
Joanne Tomasi, Anne Nelson and Shirley Seyfried. Teresa, 
who loves her work and is proud of it, said, “It is a complete 
honor and blessing to be able to help promote the great 
work of so many ministries including my friends at the 
Catholic Daughters.”

Helene and Sherry have made many presentations for 
the Catholic Daughters. When asked if talking in front of 
a camera was different than speaking before an audience, 
Helene said, “I really feel that talking to one interviewer 
or speaking to a room full of people are very similar. You 
concentrate on the message.” 

Concentrating on the message is something Helene does 
very effectively, and she outlines her message strategy for 
the EWTN interview: 

National Officers On EWTN at

March for Life
Tom Panas
National Public Relations Director

“Lights! Camera! Action!”  The interview begins, 
with the Nation’s Capital in the background
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“The three points I wanted to touch on were 

Prayer.
 In which our members attend Mass, pray a Rosary and 

Chaplet, have prayer services, hold and attend prayer vigils. 

Education. 
We encourage our members to exercise their right to vote 

and help them to understand the platforms. Help them to 
understand more fully the dignity of human life from 
Conception to Natural death. 

Activities. 
I was able to ‘hand this off’ to Sherry! We were a good 

team, and I think we prepared well.”

Sherry agreed. “I was comfortable in front of the camera 
because I was next to Helene, and she is such a confident, 
great speaker. It was very helpful that she had a plan for 
presenting the information. So I was ready when my turn 
came to talk about our Catholic Daughter pro-life activities.” 

Sherry Niles, left, Teresa Tomeo, center, and Helene Shepard smile as they wait 
for the interview to begin

In the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception at the Vigil 
Mass on the evening before the March, front, left to right,  First Vice National 
Regent Sherry Nilles, National Regent-Elect Olga Samaniego, National Regent 
Helene Shepard, National Director Susan Moné and National Legislative Chair 
Margaret Sitte.  Back row, left to right, National Director Carolyn Bachmann, 
National Director Essie Walker, National Director Susan Hicks, National 
Secretary-Treasurer Emily Guilherme and National Director Arline Rich (partially 
hidden, apologies to Arline).

There was a lot of joy as can be seen from the smiles of those marching.

Catholic Daughters stand ready and prepared, waiting for the March to begin.

“The March for Life,” 
Teresa said, “is a straight 

live broadcast so I am 
totally in my element of live 
reporting and I love it. My 

other activities are similar in 
that I am using my speaking 

abilities through several 
retreats AND speaking 

engagements a month. I also 
love to write so that’s where 
the books come in. I am very 

excited that I have a new 
book coming out about the 

new evangelization. ‘Beyond 
Sunday: Becoming a 24/7 

Catholic.’ It will be released 
by Our Sunday Visitor this 

spring. Believe it or not, this 
will be my 14th book!”
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Sherry differed from Helene in that she thought that 
talking in front of a television camera was not the same 
as making a presentation to a group of people. One thing 
she likes about the television interview is that she enjoys 
getting immediate feedback from the interviewer as she 
speaks. A nod of the head, a smile or laugh, or even a look 
of concern gives her direction. She is also able to maintain 
her sense of humor and had some good-natured banter 
with Teresa. “I said we respected life at all stages, including 
on the other end -- which was a lot closer for me than an 
abortion at this time of my life! Teresa stated that we were 
only 35 years old so we had a lot of years left.”

Teresa was asked if she still gets nervous even with her 
many years’ experience in front of the camera. “The Lord 
has trained me very well,” she replied. “I have been on 
the air since I was 14 years old. We had a very small radio 
station at my high school, and I was one of their hosts. So, 
my experience in the industry - high school, college, and 36 
years as a professional broadcaster - has taught me how to 
handle all kinds of live situations.”

Teresa added, “That said, reporting for Catholic media is 
a huge responsibility. We have to make sure we are helping 
people understand and embrace the faith. They look to us 
as sources of hope, inspiration, and guidance. So if there 
are any nerves that is where they would be: the huge 
responsibility of passing on the faith. I am blessed to have 
a great spiritual director and other advisers, not to mention 

being married to a very holy deacon.”
Helene believes that the same principle Teresa mentioned 

of providing hope to the Catholic media applies to SHARE. 
“I think that our members look to the articles in SHARE as 
a source of Hope,” Helene explained. “For this very reason 
the theme for the next issue of SHARE is ‘Hope, sowing the 
seeds for the future.’  We hope and pray that the articles 
will inspire our members and give them the guidance that 
is needed.”

Sherry agreed.  “A lot of our work as a national board is to 
provide guidance and be ‘full of life’ which inspires hope.”

“We want to be present and bear witness to answering 
questions that are important to Catholic Daughters 
everywhere.”  

National Regent Helene Shepard and National Clergy Consultant Rev. 
Jeffrey Maurer march joyfully together.

As they marched, the Catholic Daughters carried their banner proudly 
and high.
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A First-Ever Brings You the Look Famous the World 
Over!

A timeless story! A timeless look! 

Presenting 

The Silent Night (Wsrod Nocnej Ciszy) 
Nativity Collection

Issue One
“Mary and 

Baby Jesus”

Issue Two
“Joseph”

Shown smaller than actual
sizes of up to 8" tall.

www.bradfordexchange.com/Polish

’ ’

Hand-crafted sculptures echo the  distinctive 

look of traditional Polish Stoneware! 

A centuries old artistic tradition 
inspires a fi rst ever from Hawthorne!

Traditional Polish Stoneware’s unique patterns 
are inspired by the peacock feather and its look is 
distinguished by clean lines and captivating designs 
in cobalt blue, peacock blue, iridescent greens and 
earth tones.  This pattern is one of the most collected in 
the world, and often commands top dollar from avid 
collectors looking to complete or enhance their collection.  

   Now, labor intensive handcrafting by skilled artisans has 
captured that prized look in a fi rst-ever from Hawthorne, 
the Silent Night (Wsrod Nocnej Ciszy) Nativity Collection.

Begin with Issue One, 
“Mary & Baby Jesus” 

The heirloom-quality fi gurine of “Mary and Baby Jesus” 
can be yours for only $29.99 each*, billed with shipment. 

Subsequent fi gurines will be 
sent about every other month 
with each billed separately at the 
same remarkable price as Issue 
One. Your Second Issue will be 
the “Joseph” fi gurine. You can 
cancel at any time, and our best-
in-the-business 365-day guarantee, 
assures your satisfaction.

A Superb Value; Act Now!
This sculptural treasure is expected 
to generate unprecedented demand, 
so please don’t wait. Send no money 
now. Simply complete and mail the 
Reservation Application today!

Equally beautiful when 
displayed separately. 

’ ’

*For information on sales tax you may owe to your state, 

go to bradfordexchange.com/use-tax

*Plus a total of $7.99 shipping and service-see 
bradfordexchange.com. Allow 4-6 weeks for
 shipment.  Sales subject to product availability and order acceptance. 

Signature

Mrs. Mr. Ms.
                                                  Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City

State                               Zip

E-Mail

 917581-E41501

9345 Mi lwaukee Avenue 

Ni les,  IL 60714-1393

RESERVATION APPLICATION                        RESPOND PROMPTLY

YES. Please enter my Charter Sub scrip tion for one Silent Night Nativity 

Collection as described in this announcement starting with Issue One 

“Mary & Baby Jesus.”                                SEND NO MONEY NOW

Certificate of Authenticity & 365-day Guarantee
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Sowing Seeds for the

One of the most tremendous blessings in life is when 
God allows us to see the fruit from our service or 
donations. All too often, in the event of a crisis, we 

give funds or send prayers up to heaven, not truly knowing 
the difference our sacrifice and generosity makes. Through 
Catholic Daughters of the Americas, we have an opportunity to 
see, first hand, the impact our generosity makes. Like ripples 
across a pond, our support spreads and changes lives.

One of the most powerful examples is Smile Train – we 
can see an instant difference in the life of a child who is 
impacted by cleft lip and palate surgery to remedy what 
would otherwise be a lifelong debilitating affliction. Our 
generosity in donations and prayers has an immediate 
impact in their lives and the lives of their families!

Financial support of the North American College provides 
formation for numerous seminarians who will one day 
change the hearts and minds of their flocks, celebrate 
Mass, give soul- saving sacraments, and provide hope and 
the Gospel for families throughout the US. What a blessing 
to know are helping create a better future by supporting 
our future clergy! 

Our support of the Catholic Relief Services and Disaster 
Relief provided over $30,000 in funds and supplies to more 

than 25 dioceses in the wake of hurricanes, floods, and 
fires. Images of pallets of water being given to people in 
need from Texas and Florida reaffirmed what we do and 
what we give makes a difference. We supplied 5 dioceses 
in Puerto Rico with batteries and flashlights secure in the 
knowledge that our donations brought light to families and 
children, bolstering our resolution to generosity. 

While these donations may seem minimal when 
compared to the devastation incurred, our support aids 
families in rebuilding. Our support and prayers help the 
families know they are not alone. We are with them. Our 
help allows them to return to a sense of normalcy and 
consistency which is imperative for children and teens.

As a Catholic Daughter, I am beyond proud of our 
response to the call for service and support for our brothers 
and sisters in need. We are the hands of Christ scattering 
the seeds for Him to do miracles. We are the feet walking 
the fields bringing hope to those who need it. I encourage 
you to continue reaching out and sow the seeds of hope 
in our future; children whose lives are changed by our 
generosity and support. The impact of our service and 
prayers has eternal consequences, and that, dear sisters, 
is worth everything.  

Emily Guilherme
National Secretary Treasurer
National Projects and Charities Chairman

Future
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“Love Saves Lives.” This theme united the 
hundreds of thousands of people who came 
from across the country for the 45th Annual 

March for Life in Washington, D.C., January 19, 2018. 
As the first President to address the March for Life 

via satellite, President Donald Trump energized the 
walkers, saying, “We are with you all the way.” “Under my 
administration,” he said, “we will always defend the very 
first right in the Declaration of Independence, and that is 
the right to life.”

Vice-President Mike Pence introduced the President, 
saying, “With God’s help, we will restore the sanctity of life 
to the center of American law.”

When the National Board of Catholic Daughters comes 
together for the March for Life, they also have an annual 
legislative meeting to discuss the past year’s legislative 
activities and to plan for the year ahead. The past year 
has seen more positive pro-life gains than any other year 
before. At the state level, more than 50 laws were passed 
to protect life. 

At the federal level, many concrete laws and regulations 
passed that restore respect for life. Congress is no longer 
funding the United Nations Population Fund, which provided 
money for forced abortion and sterilization around the 
world. The Mexico City policy was reinstated, prohibiting 
$9 billion in foreign aid from being used to fund abortion. 
The Department of Health and Human Services released 
a “strategic plan” that declares that human life begins 
“at conception.” Protecting citizens “from conception to 
natural death” is one of the plan’s top priorities.  

This year’s speaker at the annual legislative meeting 
was Stephen Mosher, President of Population Research 
Institute (PRI), and author of several books, including Bully 
of Asia and A Mother’s Ordeal, books about China and the 
horrific consequences of the one-child policy. 

As a Stanford graduate student and the first American 
in China after the country’s doors opened in 1979, Mosher 
had unrestricted access to research the culture. He walked 
into a village operating room believing in moral relativism 
and situation ethics. After witnessing a third-trimester 

abortion, he walked out pro-life and believing in God. “The 
pit of hell opened up before me,” he said. “It became clear 
to me that evil did exist.” 

China brags it has eliminated 400 million people in the 
last 40 years. As a result, their population is aging faster 
than any other country. China has the highest rate of suicide 
in the world, and it is primarily young women who take 
their lives. PRI has set up safe houses in China to provide 
sanctuary for women in their “illegal” pregnancies. They 
have helped hundreds of women. A fine for an illegal child 
is five to seven times the family’s annual income. Mosher 
said China has millions of hidden children who live on the 
margins of society. 

The economy is suffering because of the population 
control policies in place since the late 1970’s. In 2016, China 
had a labor shortage of four million people. The ratio of 
men to women is so lopsided because of the one-child, now 
two-child policy, that the country is short 25 million brides. 

Mosher said, “The ultimate resource is the human 
being, God’s gift of life. As numbers grow, well-being has 
increased faster.” He said, “PRI crunches numbers. Every 
American will produce half a million dollars more than 
they will consume. A nation that engages in widespread 
abortion is killing its future prosperity.” 

For the past 25 years, Mosher has headed PRI, an 
organization devoted to saving lives and defeating 
population control advocates around the globe. For more 
information, go to www.pop.org. 

Legislation and
Margaret Sitte
National Legislative Chairman

March for Life

At the annual Legislative Meeting, left to right, National Regent Helene 
Shepard, Stephen Mosher and National Legislative Chair Margaret Sitte.

March for Life
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The Labouré Society is a national, Catholic non-profit 

organization that rescues vocations from the barrier of 

student loan debt. The vast majority of seminaries and 

religious communities in the United States will not accept into 

religious formation men and women (“aspirants”) who have 

outstanding student loan debt. Labouré solves this serious 

problem for the Catholic Church.

Labouré’s mission is to train, coach and oversee aspirants to 

share their faith with Catholics nationwide, and raise funds for 

vocations collectively as a “class” of aspirants. They raise funds 

for each other, NOT for themselves individually. This approach 

complies with the tax code, it avoids income tax reporting for the 

aspirants, and it preserves the donor’s charitable tax deduction. 

A Labouré class starts with a 3 day “boot camp” in Minneapolis 

where professionals teach the aspirants a wide variety of 

skills and strategies they will use to raise funds for vocations. 

The fundraising model is grounded in a Catholic ethos which 

teaches that each encounter with a donor is an opportunity to 

build a personal relationship, share the joy of their vocation, 

evangelize, and offer the donor a unique opportunity to work 

with our blessed Lord and the aspirant to build up the church. 

After boot camp the aspirants go back to their home dioceses 

and begin their 6 months of fundraising. The aspirants receive 

constant support and encouragement from the Labouré staff 

through continual face to face webinars, personal mentoring, 

free laptops with state of the art donor database software, and 

multiple forms of written and digital marketing materials they 

can share with their ever expanding donor network. 

After the 6 months, the total amount raised by the class is 

divided up and each aspirant receives a monetary award based 

on their need, and based on their class performance. If the award 

is enough to resolve their debt the aspirant enters formation. If 

the award is not enough then Labouré holds the award in reserve 

and the aspirant is welcomed back for additional classes until 

he/she receives what they need to resolve their debt. Labouré 

pays the aspirants’ lenders directly over a 3 year period (rather 

than an immediate pay off which makes it nearly impossible for 

an aspirant to “game” the system for an immediate debt pay 

off ). Through Labouré, aspirants resolve five and six figure debt 

in 6-24 months rather than 6-24 years. By 

then, their vocation would be lost to the 

church forever.

Labouré is a priceless resource for 

dioceses and religious institutes to solve 

the debt impeded vocations problem 

while preserving their own funds for their 

mission. Labouré offers a fundraising 

solution plus aspirant formation of 

human characteristics and skills (e.g., 

social interaction skills, prudence, humility, gratitude, public 

speaking, time management skills, business skills, emotional 

intelligence, building personal relationships and, of course, 

fundraising) which are universally recognized as critical in 

the religious formation process. Also, through the rigor of the 

Labouré program, the aspirants’ commitment to their vocation 

is strengthened. The aspirants leave Labouré with an increased 

confidence and maturity far beyond what they had when they 

walked through the Labouré door. 

Labouré’s program is indispensable because vocations 

studies tell us there are 2000-3000 aspirants in the United 

States who are blocked from entering religious communities 

because they have student loan debt. Catholic bishops, 

superiors and vocation directors around the country support 

the program’s genius because they recognize its ability to 

erase debt while, perhaps more importantly, providing a human 

formation process much needed for vocation candidates who 

will be our future priests, sisters or brothers.

The Labouré program is a proven program. Its results have 

been and will continue to be extraordinary. After experiencing 

boot camp for the first time, here is what Fr. Stephen DeLacy 

(Vocation Director for the Archdiocese of Philadelphia) had to say: 

“The Labouré Society is really the Church at its best...these 

men and women are starting their formation by getting the 

people skills, the business skills, the prudence skills, and the 

boundaries that need to be in place for successful ministry 

through this amazing program. And so I thank God every day for 

the gift of the Labouré Society.”  

By Bill LeMire  |  Director of Advancement  |  Laboure Society

The Labouré Society: 
“Rescuing” Catholic Vocations

At a Laboure Boot Camp.

Rev. Stephen DeLacy
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It’s no secret that all forms of sexual exploitation 
plague our society. Pornography is readily available to 
every man, woman, and child with Internet access or a 

smartphone. The Internet has made sex trafficking more 
efficient and anonymous than ever. Virtually the whole 
country is embroiled in dialogue about sexual assault 
and how best to prevent it in the wake of the Harvey 
Weinstein scandal and the birth of the #MeToo movement. 
Individuals from all spheres of society and backgrounds 
are engaged in the discussion—and finding the right 
solutions are essential. 

The National Center on Sexual Exploitation (NCOSE) 
strategically operates at the intersection of all of these 
spheres, uniting and directing the movement to end sexual 
exploitation. While the NCOSE team carries on the tradition 
of our predecessors, the anti-pornography organization 
Morality in Media, our mission is decidedly larger thanks 
to the ever increasing Internet-connected world we live in.

We employ several highly effective strategies to combat 
sexual exploitation including: 1) policy activism to combat 
corporate and governmental policies that foster sexual 
exploitation, 2) public education and engagement, and 
3) spurring united action by leading the international 
Coalition to End Sexual Exploitation (CESE). We mobilize 
grassroots armies; initiate thoughtfully designed social 
media campaigns; operate an aggressive communications 
strategy; host symposia and legislative briefings; 
and develop data rich resources that add heft to our 
intellectual arguments. 

One of our chief activism strategies is our annual “Dirty 
Dozen List,” where NCOSE names and shames massive 
mainstream companies or organizations that contribute 
significantly to the normalization of sexual exploitation. 
The entities named to The Dirty Dozen List masquerade as 
respectable or family-friendly entities, while simultaneously 
facilitating access to, or pandering and profiting directly 

from pornography, prostitution, and/or sex trafficking. 
Since launching the Dirty Dozen List in 2013, NCOSE has 

instigated change at some of the biggest companies in the 
world. For instance, after landing on The Dirty Dozen List for 
hosting pornographic ads on its site and linking to sexually 
explicit content, Google adopted policies to prohibit those 
practices. Our efforts have led to policy improvements 
around the issue of pornography at Verizon, Hilton 
Worldwide, the Department of Defense, Walmart, and many 
more. See more of our victories at EndSexualExploitation.
org/victories. 

As we work to change corporate policies fueling our 
sexually exploitative culture, we do not neglect the 
government’s role. Our Freedom from Sexploitation 
Agenda presents Congress and the executive branch with 
robust recommendations that powerfully combat sexual 
exploitation. For instance, our Agenda ranges from stronger 
enforcement of constitutionally upheld obscenity laws 
to establishment of a policy to ban members of the U.S. 
military from patronizing strip clubs. We have authored and 
helped usher through resolutions declaring pornography a 
public health crisis in several states. 

We educate and engage the public through several 
awareness campaigns, including “Pornography: a Public 
Health Crisis;” “Bright Light on the Red Light: the Truth 
about Prostitution;” and “Out of the Shadows: Addressing 
the Sexual Exploitation of Boys and Men.” We bolster these 
campaigns with the latest peer-reviewed research, along 
with anecdotal evidence, in order to bring the pandemic of 
sexual harm out of the shadows. 

As the primary leader of the movement, we direct the 
Coalition to End Sexual Exploitation (CESE), unifying 
more than 300 national and international organizations 
dealing with various sexual exploitation sectors. We host 
the CESE Global Summit, bringing together leaders from 
across the country and around the globe to strategize and 

The National Center on Sexual Exploitation: 

Leading a Movement Against 
Pornography & Sex Trafficking

Patrick Trueman is the President and CEO of the National Center on Sexual Exploitation (NCOSE) in Washington, DC. 
NCOSE (formerly Morality in Media) is the nation’s leading nonprofit organization exposing the connections between 
all forms of sexual exploitation, including pornography, child sexual abuse, sex trafficking, sexual violence, and more. 

Formerly a CDA National Charity, NCOSE is now one of our National Projects.
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mutually energize each other. This year, our Summit will 
take place just outside Washington, DC, bringing together 
subject matter experts, survivors, activists, academics, 
and newcomers to the movement to educate, motivate, 
and inspire change. We hope many of you will join us! 
EndExploitationSummit.com 

The Catholic Daughters’ generous move to support 
NCOSE even more than you have in years past is a most 
providential development, and a powerful investment in 

the movement to end sexual exploitation. We are grateful 
to have your national regent serving on our Board of 
Directors and many of your courts engaged in activism 
with us. While combating sexual exploitation can be 
demoralizing and tragic, these issues demand that people 
of good will be the change we wish to see in the world. The 
National Center on Sexual Exploitation exists to answer 
that call with vigor and dedication, fighting tirelessly for 
world free from sexual exploitation.  

Gathering in front of the nation’s capital building before lobbying congress.

Dawn Hawkins looks on as Pat Trueman makes a point at last year’s CESE Summit.
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CALIFORNIA COURT CELEBRATES 75TH ANNIVERSARY
At the 75th Anniversary of Court Our Lady of Victory #1344, Redondo Beach, 

California, Msgr. Mike Meyers celebrated Mass with a wonderful homily praising 

the Catholic Daughters for their charitable works.  Mass was followed by a 

wonderful reception at St. James Church where long term court members were 

honored. A memorial service was held for court members who had passed away 

and the court’s history was presented with a collage of pictures and albums.

SIXTIETH ANNIVERSARY OBSERVED BY 
PENNSYLVANIA COURT
Court Our Lady of the Alleghenies #1755, Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania, 

celebrated its sixtieth anniversary with many esteemed visitors. Among those 

present were National Director Peggy Guckin, (standing front, center, in the 

photo), state and court officers, charter members Parliamentarian Pat Gildea 

and Past Regent Dorotheann Simendinger and other Catholic Daughters from 

the Altoona-Johnstown Diocese.  

IDAHO COURT COMMEMORATES 75TH 
ANNIVERSARY ON CDA SUNDAY
Court Our Lady of Victory, #1348, Nampa, Idaho, 

celebrated its 75th anniversary on CDA Sunday. 

Members attended Mass at St. Paul’s church 

followed by a catered luncheon. Honored guests 

included several local priests and Dorothy Vauk, 

one of the charter members who helped establish 

the court in 1942. Dorothy can be seen sitting in the 

photo at the luncheon.

TEXAS COURT HONORS QUARTER CENTURY MILESTONE
Court Most Precious Blood #2380, Corpus Christi, Texas, honored its 25th 

anniversary with Mass celebrated by Rev. David Bayardo followed by a 

reception. Regent Cindy Doxey recognized nine charter members and eight past 

regents. Also acknowledged were Immediate Past Texas State Regent and Court 

member Eve Trevino and 30 new members who have joined the court since her 

installation in 2014. Service pins were also awarded. Front row, backed by court 

members, left to right, Elena Mendez, Therese Newchurch, Vice Regent Cyndi 

Duarte, Fr. Bayardo, Cindy Doxey, Recording Secretary Elma Garcia, Financial 

Secretary Louisa Fuentes and Eve Trevino.

ILLINOIS COURT PAYS TRIBUTE TO 
90 YEARS
Members of Court Champaign County #1070, 

Champaign, Illinois, joyously celebrated their 90th 

anniversary. The festivities began on Saturday 

evening with dinner at a local restaurant followed 

by Sunday Mass where the court received special 

recognition from Rev. Joseph Donton and Court 

Chaplain Deacon Bob Ulbrich. In the photo, first 

row, left to right, Judy Schuster, recording secretary; 

Cheryl Carlson; Charlotte Joop; Rosemary Decker 

and Margaret Smock. Second row, Sandy Nichols, 

treasurer; Joy Pace; Pat Gallagher and Ruth 

Branaman. Third row, Gloria Fellers; Sherri Paris and 

Regent Debby Wagner. Standing, Bob Ulbrich.
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NINETY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY FOR 
PENNSYLVANIA COURT
Sharing the happiness of the 95th anniversary celebration of Court 

Monessen #776, Monessen, Pennsylvania, are, front row, left to 

right, Margaret Giordano, Pennsylvania second vice state regent; 

Peggy Witas, state regent;  National Director Peggy Guckin; 

Shirley Hall, First Vice State Regent and State Secretary Lisa 

McCann.  Middle row, left to right, Sara Stein, Kathy Byron, Debbie 

Genemore, Rose Marie Lesovic, Regent Pat Godla, Rev. Michael 

Crookston, Jackie Elias, Kathy Imbrescia and Sandy Craig.  Back 

row, Knights of Columbus, Bishop Phelan Assembly #0911 Color 

Corps. Not present for picture: Betty Geis, ceremonial coordinator. C
D
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CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY FOR SOUTH 
DAKOTA COURT
Court St. Catherine #323, Dickinson, South Dakota, celebrated its 

100th anniversary.  In the photo, Past National Regent and court 

member Claudia Bosch stands at the podium during the reception 

dinner while Past South Dakota State Regent and Past Court 

Regent Renae Sticka looks on.

TEXAS COURT HONORS GOLDEN 
ANNIVERSARY
Court Oblates of Mary Immaculate #1978, Roma, Texas, which was 

instituted on November 12, 1967, with 36 members, honored its 

50th anniversary with Mass celebrated by Court Chaplain Rev. Pablo 

Wilhelm.  Current charter members were recognized and a heart-

warming tribute was paid to each of the deceased charter members 

by a candle lit at the altar in their honor. A noon celebration luncheon 

followed as Deacon Amando Pena Jr. led the invocation and said 

grace. Regent Maria Yolanda Gonzalez welcomed attendees and 

introduced local, state and national officers, including National 

Regent-Elect Olga Samaniego and District Deputy Delia Cardenas. 

The event concluded with closing prayer, door prizes and socializing.  

In the photo, court officers were presented service pins by Texas 

State Regent Rosie Stockwell. Left to right, Vice-Regent Ana Laura 

Ramos, Recording Secretary Ramoncita Guerra, Treasurer Margarita 

Molina, Financial Secretary Olga R. Martinez, Regent Yolanda 

Gonzalez and Rosie Stockwell.

TEXAS COURT ANNOUNCES ITS FIRST DECADE
Court Pope John Paul II, #2580, Decatur, Texas, celebrated its 

10th Anniversary with a Corporate Communion Mass during which 

members served as Eucharistic ministers, gift bearers and singers 

in the choir. A reception in the parish hall followed which included 

distribution of 10-year membership pins to 13 members and the 

pledge of a new court member.  Pictured in front of their special 

CDA anniversary cake, left to right, Secretary Jeanne Vangundy, 

Vice Regent Delma Pillot, new member Cindi Gagnon, Regent 

Chris Baker, Financial Secretary Rachel Gasperson and Treasurer 

Dr. Anissa August.
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ANIMALS HELPED BY PENNSYLVANIA COURT
Court Prince Gallitzin #2625, Altoona, Pennsylvania, sponsored 

a drive in local churches to aid animals. They collected a full 

truckload of food, toys and supplies for the local Humane Society.  

In the picture are court officers and the men who unloaded the 

supplies from the truck.
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HOMELESS HELPED BY WASHINGTON COURT
Members of Court St. John #2105, Vancouver, Washington, 

participate regularly in a Quality of Life Project at Friends of the 

Carpenter (FOC), which says on its website, “We are a non-profit, 

faith-based day facility that provides safety, structure and purpose 

for vulnerable members of our community.” Court members serve 

meals and birthday cakes, and in October donated 70 bras and other 

under items for women there in conjunction with “Breast Awareness 

Month.” In the photo, serving food at FOC, left to right, Joan Jones, 

Bernie Gerhardt, Denise Groth, Kathy Roberts and Laura Holcomb.

In the photo National Regent Helene Shepard and Jocilyn Rodriguez 
(right), Texas state JCDA first vice president and first vice president of 
Court Lydia Miller #2187, Harlingen, stand with Juniors. Jocilyn said 
to Helene, “It was very nice to meet you. We send much love from our 
state court and local court!”

The second weekend in February was a full one for Texas Catholic 

Daughters, and National Regent Helene Shepard flew to Texas 

from New York for the occasion. Events began on Saturday, 

February 10th, with Mass for two anniversary celebrations: the 

50th anniversary of Court Mt. Carmel #1993, Edinburg, Texas, and 

the 35th anniversary of their JCDA Court.

The liturgy was celebrated by Auxiliary Bishop-Elect Avilles, 

and the homilist was Texas State Chaplain Rev. Gregory Labus, 

pastor of St. Joseph’s Church. After Mass, Helene described “a 

first-class celebration at the Social Club with a delicious lunch. We 

were entertained by a Mariachi Band, so we experienced authentic 

Mexican culture.” 

HOUSTON COURT BRIGHTENS SEMINARIANS’ 
CHRISTMAS 
Court Queen Of All Apostles #2258, Houston, Texas, organized 

a “Gift of Giving to our Seminarians” project in which 76 gift 

bags were shared with seminarians at St. Mary Seminary. Regent 

Glenda Bautista said, “Pastor Rev. Wayne Wilkerson, parishioners 

of St. Michael the Archangel Parish, District Deputy Mavis Kathryn 

Dugas and especially our court members were very proud and 

excited about the success of this project. This was the first time 

we’ve done this and we are hoping to make it an annual project.” 

In the photo Catholic Daughters are surrounded by a happy group 

of the seminarians they assist.

Standing proudly in front of the new Habitat House are, left to right, 
National Regent Helene Shepard, National Director Carolyn Bachmann, 
National Director Rose Holschlag, Texas State Regent Rosie Stockwell, 
First Vice State Regent Melodie Brunt, Second Vice State Regent 
Rebecca Brown, State Secretary Theresa Beltran, and State Treasurer 
Mary Jane Albert.

The group then headed to the Rio Grande Valley for the dedication 

of a new Habitat for Humanity House. Father Labus blessed the 

house and gave the family a Bible. Helene presented a check 

from National Headquarters for $15,000 toward the house 

and a $500.00 Gift Card for the family. Joining Helene for the 

presentations were National Director and National Habitat for 

Humanity Chairman Rose Holschlag and National Director Carolyn 

Bachmann, Texas state supervisor.

A BUSY WEEKEND, TEXAS STYLE!
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NORTH DAKOTA COURT AIDS MATERNITY HOME
Court Sacred Heart #1908, Harvey, North Dakota, held a parish-

wide baby/mother shower for young women residing at St. 

Gianna Maternity Home, which states on its website, “You are not 

alone. We care about you and your baby.” Court members and 

parishioners of St. Cecilia’s Parish collected over 25 blankets, 

hundreds of diapers, baby clothing, household necessities and 

personal items. The gifts were presented right before Christmas. 

Seen in the photo with their gifts, back row, left to right, Joan 

Grossman, Lola Faul, Kathy Flagen, Leona Volk, Susan Waldoch, 

Kathy Grossman and Rosalie Axtman. Front row, June Prom, 

Margaret Hager, Judy Keller, Bergetta Hager, Karen Olschlager, 

Carol Weninger, Diane Martin and Donna Marthe.

TEXAS COURT SENDS BOOKS OVERSEAS FOR 
CHRISTMAS
Members of Court St. Ann Mother of Mary #2649, La Vernia, 

Texas, decided to try something different for Christmas. In lieu 

of a Christmas gift exchange, court members collected books 

and money for shipping to send much-needed books to Rev. 

Marek Kondrat for Catholic Church Megiar, Father Kondrat’s 

parish mission/school in Papua, New Guinea. Seen with literary 

treasures that will benefit the children, left to right, Carol Spiesz, 

Doris Cormier, Blanca Gomez-Wittmer, Project Organizer Pam 

Javior and Bettie Trainer.

VIRGINIA COURT SEWS DIAPERS FOR HAITI 
Court Queen of Peace #1872, Arlington, Virginia, became inspired 

at the last national biennial convention in Pittsburgh when they 

learned about Catholic Daughter Mary Loftus’ medical missions 

to rural Haiti.   Heeding Mary’s request for cloth diapers, court 

members obtained a sample diaper, raised money for fabric and 

pins, and made 222 diapers for the babies of Haiti.  The diapers, 

in a variety of colors and designs, were delivered to Mary in time 

for her November mission last year.  In the photo, next to the CDA 

“Unity and Charity” banner, court members hold the wonderful 

diapers they made.

SCHOOL LIBRARY ASSISTED BY IOWA COURT
Court St. Rose of Lima #14, Emmetsburg, Iowa, presented a $783.00 

check to the Emmetsburg Catholic School Library.  This amount 

represented 75% of the proceeds from the court’s bake sale and 

coffee project held in October.  In the photo, standing amongst the 

schoolchildren, left to right, Judy Murphy, secretary; Jane Bruch, 

district deputy; Judy Sorensen, treasurer; Angie Beem, district 

deputy (presenting the check to Librarian Elizabeth Ehn); and Ellen 

Picray.  Back row, Court Chaplain Rev. Clem Currans, parish priest.

VETERANS HONORED BY MINNESOTA COURT
For the last three years Court St. John, #1371, Pipestone, 

Minnesota, has prepared homemade breakfast to honor the 

warriors who selflessly serve to protect our freedom.  Members 

provide food and volunteer their time to make this breakfast 

free to all veterans.  Under a sign stating that “98% will wake 

up today to enjoy their freedom, 2% will wake up to defend that 

freedom,” court members, their husbands and other parishioners 

“welcomed, served and offered their gratitude to remind these 

heroes that their sacrifices are our blessings.”
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HURRICANE HARVEY VICTIMS HELPED TWICE 
BY TEXAS COURT
Court St. Paul #1604, Shiner, Texas, donated $1,000 to the 

Diocese of Victoria Hurricane Relief Fund to help churches harmed 

by Hurricane Harvey. Then, two months after the hurricane, the 

court learned from Mid-Coast Family Services that there was an 

ongoing need for other household items including bathroom, 

kitchen and general cleaning towels. The court decided to focus 

on towels. Collection containers were placed in Sts. Cyril and 

Methodius Catholic Church, and so many towels were donated 

by the community that the containers were emptied many times. 

After a month the court had enough to fill the back of a pick-up 

truck. Pictured with the towels are court members, left to right, 

Betty Kosler, Ann Duke and Lisa Stafford.

ARIZONA COURT REMEMBERS HOMEBOUND 
AT CHRISTMAS 
Court St. Rose of Lima #2398, Safford, Arizona, made certain that 

homebound individuals had Christmas cheer by bringing them 

poinsettias and warm greetings. Pictured standing, Regent Helen 

Romero, left, and Vice Regent Mercy Rivera; seated, longtime 

member Donna Brugman.

OREGON COURT ASSISTS PREGNANCY CENTER
Court Klamath #1295, Klamath Falls, Oregon, heard the local 

Pregnancy Hope Center’s request for assistance and responded 

with a generous donation. The Pregnancy Hope Center counsels 

pregnant women, offers parenting classes and provides court-

appointed special advocates to support foster children in court. 

Court Klamath donated a carload of infant clothing, supplies 

and handmade afghans to this worthy organization. In the 

photo, Executive Director Teri Cline addresses court members and 

expresses her thanks and speaks to court members.

IOWA COURT BRINGS CHRISTMAS JOY  
TO SENIORS
Members of Court Our Lady of the Holy Rosary #2476, Glenwood, 

Iowa, gathered for Christmas caroling at a local nursing home 

facility. The bright smiles on the faces of the carolers in the photo 

show once again that there is as much joy in giving as receiving.

HABITAT WORKERS SERVED BY TEXAS COURT
Members of Court Our Lady of Schoenstatt #2672, Weslaco, Texas, 

came together to do community service for an ongoing Habitat for 

Humanity project. The court helped serve a hearty meal to the hard 

working construction workers and stapled scripture messages to 

walls of the house as a blessing for the new owners. The court 

said that it is “proud to be a part of this opportunity to help make 

a difference for someone in need.” Pictured, front row, left to right, 

Marcy Ortiz, Regent Lydia Rodriguez, Cristina R. Banda and Vice 

Regent Leticia Ballesa. Back row, left to right, Sandra D. Garza and 

Maria Guerra. 
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NEW YORK COURT HELPS KEEP FAMILIES SAFE
Court St. Ann, Mother of Mary #2419, Washingtonville, New 

York, gives Christmas gift bags to Safe Homes, whose mission, 

according to its website, “…is to work toward the elimination 

of intimate partner violence and human trafficking by providing 

comprehensive support services to victims and their children, 

and by increasing public awareness about these issues and 

encouraging accountability for perpetrators.” Quality of Life 

Chairman Linda Jurain asks court members for toiletries, hair 

treatments, and personal items for the gift bags. One hundred 

bags are decorated by Girl Scouts and delivered to Safe Homes 

for its Christmas party. Some members also adopt families and 

donate gifts specifically for them. In the photo the beaming smiles 

of court members with their gift bags radiate the joy of giving.

PUBLIC ROSARY RALLY ORGANIZED BY  
IOWA COURT
Led by Financial Secretary Carleen Schwieso, Court Our Lady of 

Fatima #1492, Manning, Iowa, spearheaded an America Needs 

Fatima Public Rosary Rally. The event was among approximately 

20,000 Rosary rallies held across the country to honor the 100th 

anniversary of the Fatima Miracle of the Sun. Carleen was assisted 

by fellow court members, left to right, Cathy Pfannkuch, Joan 

Bauer, Iola Muhlbauer, Melvin Meier, Imelda Langel, Arlene Meier, 

Jim Herbers, Delores Herbers and Nina Rasmussen. 

TEXAS COURT JOINS PUBLIC SQUARE ROSARY
Members of Court Marie #344, Texarkana, Texas, gathered with 

others to participate in the Public Square Rosary at St. Michael 

Hospital’s Sisters Park. Court members and a priest can be seen in 

the photo encircling a statue of the Blessed Mother and bouquet 

of beautiful flowers.

TEXAS COURT SHOWS CHILDREN HOW POLICE 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE
Court Our Lady of Angels #2505, Seguin, Texas, invited Seguin 

Police officers to the Children’s Mass at St. James Catholic Church 

on Make a Difference Day. The court wanted to introduce the 

children of St. James School to the law enforcement individuals 

who protect them every day and at the same time give police 

officers the gratitude, respect and recognition they deserve. 

The court made appreciation goodie bags for each officer which 

included a handprint from pre-K four-year olds that said, “thank 

you.” The officers were given a blessing and standing ovation as 

they left the church.

OVERSEAS CHILDREN NOURISHED BY 
ILLINOIS COURT
Court West Chicago #432, Chicago, Illinois, supports “Feed My 

Starving Children” (FMSC), a Christian non-profit organization 

committed to providing nutritious meals to malnourished 

children. Volunteering at the FMSC packing site, eleven court 

and family members filled 57 boxes that contained 24,624 meals 

of Manna Pack Potato-W (a formula that meets World Health 

Organization guidelines for toddlers between 7-12 months old). 

The boxes were shipped to the Philippines and the Dominican 

Republic for distribution. The court has future volunteer packing 

dates scheduled. In the photo, left to right, Linda Alaniz, Jan 

Lootens, Sylvia Valdez, Kathy Nagy, Yolanda Barrientos, Mary Ann 

Radkiewicz, Rita Thomas, Cathy Johnston, Sylvia Mosier, Carol 

Vigsnes and Rich Vigsnes.
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WASHINGTON D.C. TERRITORIAL COURT HELPS 
THE HOMELESS
Every Thanksgiving Territorial Court Our Lady of the Americas 

#2344, Washington, D.C., prepares shoe boxes with toiletries 

for the Men’s Central Union Mission Homeless Shelter. This year 

court members wrapped 43 boxes. At Christmas they donate shoe 

boxes to the women’s homeless shelter. In the photo, behind 

the carefully wrapped presents they prepared for the Homeless 

Shelter, front, National Director Peggy Guckin and Hazel Ballard. 

Back, left to right, Rita Matori-Rigor, Dakoru Offor, Patricia 

Walker, Juliette Andrews, Nicola Wharton, Yvonne Williams, Bettie 

Kennedy, Ana McBayne, Doris Crosson, Joan Tillery, Carolyn Ndolo 

and Christiane Rosamont.
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IOWA COURT ADVOCATES FOR LIFE
Court St. Maria Goretti #2498, Wollstock, Iowa, installed a pro-life sign 

with labor provided by the Knights of Columbus.  Seen in the photo 

beneath the powerful and inspiring sign are, left to right, Lisa Sondag, 

Treasurer Jo Ann Kenkel, Susan Schmitz and Regent Zita Smith.

TEXAS COURTS TEAM UP  
AGAINST PORNOGRAPHY
For the second straight year Court Santa Angela #1736, San 

Angelo, joined forces with Court St. Catherine of Siena #1762, 

Wall, to fight pornography by placing a billboard on a busy street 

in San Angelo. The billboard was displayed during annual WRAP 

(White Ribbons Against Pornography) Week, which is held from 

the last Sunday in October to the first week of November. The 

courts received assistance from the National Center on Sexual 

Exploitation (a CDA National Project), which explains WRAP on its 

website: “WRAP Week brings together hundreds of national, state 

and local groups, along with driven concerned citizens in a massive 

effort to educate the public on the harms from pornography and 

the many resources available to aid those affected.” You can see 

the impact of the powerful billboard in the photo.

MONTANA COURT HELPS FIREFIGHTERS
Members of Court St. Theresa #1161, Havre, Montana, donated 50 

Personal Care Kits to the firefighters battling the 2017 Montana 

Wildfires. Each kit was composed of a toothbrush, toothpaste, 

soap, shampoo, comb and washcloth. Participating court 

members, left to right, Arlene Keller, Marlyn Damson, Maryann 

Smith, Laura Kinsella, Margaret Anderson and Sue Swan.

OKLAHOMA COURT BRIGHTENS  
GIRLS’ CHRISTMAS
Court St. Jude #2166, Lawton, Oklahoma, delivered Christmas 

presents and quilts to the Parker Pointe Girls Group Home. 

According to its website, it “is a 16-bed facility for girls with 

behavioral and emotional needs that cannot be addressed in 

traditional foster-care placements.  Many of these girls have been 

subjected to abuse and neglect in their lives and have a difficult 

time coping with relationships.” In the photo, members gather at 

the court’s annual Christmas Party with Rev. Brian Buettner before 

delivering the gifts to the Home.
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CDA SUNDAY HONORED WITH FOOD DRIVE BY 
MINNESOTA COURT
Court Sacred Heart #1424, Waseca, Minnesota, invited parishioners 

to donate to the Waseca County Food Shelf for National Catholic 

Daughters Sunday. The court made a presentation at Mass and 

set up tables at the church entrance for donations. In just this one 

weekend court members collected 31 gallons of milk, 45 dozen 

eggs and 52 pounds of butter, and monetary donations of $758. 

In addition to helping the hungry, the court said that the project 

“also showed our parish just exactly what CDA is all about. I think 

it is safe to say Waseca, Minnesota is CDA Strong!”

ROSARY RALLY ATTENDED BY  
PENNSYLVANIA COURT
Court St. Victoria # 646, Houtzdale, Pennsylvania, joined the 

nationwide America Needs Fatima rosary rally by gathering in front 

of Christ the King Church in Houtzdale. The event was organized by 

Vice Regent Kathy Selvage for the third consecutive year and was 

attended by 40 people. Rev. Marc Soloman led hymns, prayers 

and rosary. Seen in front of a “Pray the Rosary” banner are court 

members, front row, Florence Kasubick, Johanna Dietrick, Annette 

Freeberg, Ann Berenbrok and Tina Kitko. Back row, left to right, 

Kathy Kasubick, Kathy Selvage, Elaine Murawski, Barb Archer, Pat 

Wulderk and Genevieve Gallagher. 

MINNESOTA COURT TALKS UP WRAP WEEK
Court Joan of Arc #691, Blue Earth, Minnesota, decided to educate 

Catholics and the general public during WRAP week. Information 

was placed in the parish bulletin to inform parishioners about the 

need to protect the dignity of life from pornography. White ribbons 

attached to information cards were given to adults after Saturday 

and Sunday Mass. Age applicable same style cards were distributed 

at faith formation classes. To inform the public about the harmful 

effects of pornography, Legislative Chairman Lola Schultz wrote a 

Letter to the Editor that was published in two local newspapers. She 

also designed informative and colorful anti-pornography posters for 

display at Saints Peter & Paul Church. In the photo are Ruth Kastner, 

Sue Wiltse, Lola Schultz and Lorraine Hassing.

BABY BOTTLE DRIVE HELD BY NORTH 
CAROLINA COURT
Court Immaculate Heart of Mary #2715, Waynesville, North 

Carolina, invited Nancy Brito from the Smokey Mountain 

Pregnancy Care Center to speak at their monthly meeting. She 

described how the program provides non-judgmental support 

and offers faith that women in western North Carolina can have 

a “Home of Hope.” (It says on the organization’s website, “We 

have found that many women who have had an abortion report 

experiencing symptoms of Post Abortion Stress. They may not 

realize that a number of common symptoms can be and are often 

related to their past abortion and other negative life events. Smoky 

Mountain Pregnancy Care Center offers small group support and 

referrals to other help that can serve you right where you are. We 

invite you to contact us about coming to our office to discuss your 

needs.”) The court was inspired by Mrs. Brito to hold a Respect 

Life Drive by distributing baby bottles at two local churches for 

which parishioners generously donated almost $2,000.00. In the 

photo court members listen attentively to Mrs. Brito.
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MASSACHUSETTS CDA AT WORLD  
MISSION MASS 
His Eminence Cardinal Sean O’Malley, archbishop of Boston, 

celebrated World Mission Sunday at St. Columbkille Church in 

Brighton (World Mission Sunday is organized by the Pontifical 

Mission Societies as a day set aside for Catholics worldwide to 

recommit themselves to the Church’s missionary activity through 

prayer and sacrifice.) Among Catholic Daughters attending were 

Patricia McShane; Massachusetts State Regent Maureen Trainor; Sr. 

Ellen Powers, CSJ, state spiritual advisor; and members from Court 

Our Lady of the Presentation #1543, Brighton, Massachusetts.  The 

court said the Mass “was truly a celebration of the various traditions 

and cultures that are part of our parish communities.”
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INSPIRING PILGRIMAGE FOR TEXAS  
CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS
Eleven members of Court Immaculate Mary #2134, Angleton, Texas, 

and one member of Court St. Theresa of Lisieux #2211, Sugar Land, 

took an eleven day pilgrimage to Portugal, Spain and France in 

November, 2017.  Fatima, Avila, Santiago de Compostela (St. James 

Cathedral) and Lourdes were visited.  The group enjoyed Mass at 

different chapels along the route and recited the Rosary each day.  

“An indescribable peace and a few miracles were witnessed by the 

entire group,” the court said.  One message heard on the trip was 

“Jesus is alive and with us.”  The pilgrimage was guided by Court 

Chaplain Rev. Victor Perez.  Father Perez first heard his call to the 

priesthood in Fatima and decided to become a priest in Lourdes 

many years earlier.  Pictured near the Rosary Basilica in Lourdes 

are, left to right, bottom row,  Laura Cruz, Joyce Echols, Rebecca 

Mireles, Cynthia Heffernan and Texas Second Vice State Regent 

Rebecca Brown; top row, Annette Trevino, Blanca Ochoa, Dawn 

Dedas, Lori Greak Marguerite Sutton, Connie Zocco (member of 

Court # 2211), Peggy Morehan, Father Perez and Amanda Ocanas.

FALL BAZAAR BENEFITS COURT CHARITIES
Members of Court Christ the King #1489, Newberg, Oregon, were 

proud to hold another successful annual fall bazaar.  The yearly 

event is important because the proceeds benefit the court’s many 

charities throughout the year.  In the photo, court members, left 

to right, Pat Bauer, Treasurer Regina Price and MaryAnn Hanifan.

CHRISTMAS SHOPPING FOR SCHOOL BY NEW 
MEXICO COURT
Members of Court Our Lady of Belen #1359, Belen, New Mexico, 

raised $1,956.00 from their 2016 Christmas House Tour and used 

those funds to shop for 30 children who attend Dennis Chavez 

Elementary School.  They obtained the children’s clothing sizes 

from the very accommodating elementary school principal Kelli 

Williams-Page.  Court members shared a snack with the children 

and then showered them with clothing, undergarments, toiletries, 

hats, scarves and gloves.  In addition, the children were able to 

choose a toy donated by the local Albuquerque Woodworkers.  

In the photo, Financial Secretary Marcelle Trujillo, Recording 

Secretary Corine Duran, Melissa Jolene, Christmas Tour Chair 

“Missy” Sanchez, Christmas Elf  Bonnie Montoya, Mrs. Kelli 

Williams-Page, Hilda Hidalgo, Treasurer Julia Chavez, Lou 

Trujillo (member of Albuquerque Woodworkers) and Rosie Chavez, 

Christmas in the Classroom chair and past regent.



  CATHOLICDAUGHTERS.ORG  35

N
E

W
S

&
N

O
T

E
S

CDA SUNDAY HONORED BY MINNESOTA COURT
Members of Court Queen of Peace #1558, Slayton, Minnesota, 

celebrated National Catholic Daughters Sunday sitting together 

as a group at Mass. They also contributed to the liturgical 

ministries and served coffee and rolls for the congregation after 

Mass. Pictured with a display of CDA activities are Judy Carlson 

and Joyce Wynia.

NEW YORK COURT GETS “TRICKY!”
Court Madonna #114, Port Jervis, New York, held a successful 

“Tricky Tray” event.  In the photo, National Regent Helene Shepard 

stands behind Past District Deputy Mary Wohlscheid, right, and 

Past National Regent Rayola McLaughlin, left.  Rayola, who is in 

her mid-90s, is a wonderful role model for all Catholic Daughters.

ARIZONA COURT WELCOMES TERESA TOMEO
In this issue of SHARE there is a feature story about the annual 

interview on EWTN conducted by Teresa Tomeo of National Regent 

Helene Shepard and First Vice National Regent Sherry Nilles at 

the March for Life.  Teresa is a frequent visitor to the Catholic 

Daughters, as she was when Court Daughters of St. Anthony 

#2651, Casa Grande, Arizona, hosted Teresa at the court’s annual 

Advent by Candlelight ceremony. Teresa spoke eloquently, as 

she always does at these occasions.  In the photo, left to right, 

Arizona State Chaplain Rev. Ariel Lustan, First Vice State Regent 

Lorrie Holland, National Director Susan Mone, Court Regent Mary 

Peoples, Teresa Tomeo, State Regent Irene Gramza, Program Chair 

Margaret Hennesey and State Secretary Lynn Wilson.

FATIMA ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATED BY 
LOUISIANA COURT
Court Padre Pio #2141, Cottonport, Louisiana, invited the public 

to pray the rosary with them to celebrate the 100th anniversary 

of the Blessed Mother’s final apparition to the children of Fatima. 

Participants gathered in the morning at the People’s Cross along 

the Cottonport Bayou for the Rosary and children launched 

balloons as an added lovely touch.

TEXAS COURT HOLDS LIVING ROSARY  
FOR FATIMA
Members of Court Our Lady of Light #2684, Coppell, Texas, were among 180 people who came together to pray “just as Mary asked us to 

do 100 years ago when she appeared to the children of Fatima.” After celebrating Mass, participants of all ages and nationalities created 

and prayed an outdoor Living Rosary. A new lantern was lit as each prayer was spoken. Three children posed as the Fatima children.  Five 

different languages were spoken in a night that was filled with light and grace. The evening ended with food and fellowship.
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GRANDMA’S HOUSE HELPED 
BY OREGON COURT
Court Our Lady of the Cascades #2041, 

Bend, Oregon, held a bake sale for 

the local Grandma’s House, which, 

according to its website, “is a non-profit, 

nondenominational home and outreach, 

providing emergency and transitional 

shelter to homeless or abused pregnant, 

parenting young mothers, and young 

mothers choosing adoption for their 

child.”  The court donates to Grandma’s 

House each year as one of its charitable 

projects.  This year, they presented a check 

for $1050.00. “This program,” the court 

said, “has been successful for many years 

and we are encouraged and thankful that 

God has given us this opportunity to serve 

and provide this blessing and assistance 

where it is so graciously accepted.”  In the 

photo, Grandma’s House Director Woody 

Medeiros, left, receives a check from 

Financial Secretary Irene Richardson.

LOUISIANA OFFICERS CELEBRATE 
CHRISTMAS 
The Fourth Annual Christmas Social for the Diocese 

of Lake Charles, Louisiana, was held at the Cathedral 

of the Immaculate Conception Ave Maria Hall. 

Invitations were sent to all local court officers, state 

chairmen and state officers.  Among those attending 

were the five Louisiana state officers Regent Connie 

Dronette, First Vice Regent Dawn Fortenberry, Second 

Vice Regent Pam Melancon, Recording Secretary 

Margaret Comeaux and Treasurer Becky Shillings.  

Court officers represented many local courts, 

including Court Lady of the Lake #695; Court Stella 

Maris #1233; Court Our Lady of LaSalette #1255; 

Court St. Raphael #1377; Court Mother Cabrini #1468; 

Court Our Lady of Fatima #1506; Court Father Charles 

Kirk #1573; Court Our Lady Queen of Heaven #1785; 

Court Our Lady of Grace #1964; Court Our Lady of the 

Snows #1980; Court Of the Visitation #1999; Court 

St. Barbara #2153; Court St. Theodore #2161; Court 

Our Lady of the Americas #2388; Court St. Martin 

de Porres #2659; and Court St. Katharine Drexel 

#2697. The social was hosted by district deputies 

from the Diocese of Lake Charles, including Karen 

Fills, chairman; Melina Dally, co-chairman; Aline 

Babineaux; Barbara Lantz; Christie Melancon; and 

Cindy Vincent. 

ILLINOIS LADIES “STEP 
OUT” IN STYLE
Court St. Petronille #1096, Glen 

Ellyn, Illinois, hosted a “Ladies 

Night Out” event as the court’s 

major fundraiser. Guests enjoyed 

an appetizer and sweet table, 

played cards and other games, 

participated in a silent auction 

of “mystery gifts” and bought 

tickets for a 50/50 raffle (a 50-50 

raffle is when the proceeds are 

split “50-50” between the ticket 

winner and the court.) The evening 

raised $2000 to support parish 

ministries. Seen in the photo selling 

raffle tickets are, left to right, 

Financial Secretary Eileen Breen, 

Vice Regent Denise Doerries, 50-

year member Jackie Henry and 

Treasurer Karen Cunningham.

ARIZONA COURT WALKS AND BAKES FOR CHRISTMAS 
Court Our Lady of Lourdes #2278, Sun City West, Arizona, held another successful 

Christmas Cookie Walk and Bake Sale in early December.  The event, which has 

become a favorite with the community, supports the court’s donations to local, 

state, and national charities, including the parish Life Teen trip in January to 

Washington, D.C., for the March for Life.   In the photo, admiring some of the 

delicious cookie offerings, left to right, Regent Joyce Stalians, Bernie Manser, 

Barb Westenberg, Carol Mungas and Joann Hansen.

CALIFORNIA COURTS VISIT  
HOLY LAND
Members of Court Our Lady of the Angels #2599, 

Burbank, California, and Court Guardian Angel 

#1520, Montebello, took a pilgrimage to the Holy 

Land together.  In the photo, pilgrims, including 

Court Our Lady of the Angels Chaplain Deacon 

Ryan Adams, stand outside Herod’s Gate in the 

Old City of Jerusalem preparing to walk the Via 

Dolorosa (Stations of the Cross). 



  CATHOLICDAUGHTERS.ORG  37

N
E

W
S

&
N

O
T

E
S

TEXAS COURT GOES BUNCO!
Members of Court Queen of the Holy Rosary #2282, Hostyn, Texas, 

gathered for a bunco evening of fun, food and fellowship at their parish 

hall (the internet’s Wikipedia describes bunco as “a parlor game generally 

played with twelve or more players, divided into groups of four, trying to 

score points while taking turns rolling three dice.”) The court said that the 

bunco outing “has become an annual event and an opportunity to invite 

women from the parish to join us to see what a fun group of ladies we are!” 

In the photo, some of the bunco players pause to have their picture taken.

OREGON COURT COMMEMORATES CDA SUNDAY
Court St. Anne #1089, Oregon City, Oregon, celebrated National Catholic 

Daughter Sunday with a special Mass at St. John the Apostle Catholic Church. 

Leading a procession of 26 Catholic Daughters into Mass were court officers 

Regent Denise Tischler, Secretary Laura Jaimes and Treasurer Claudine Brotzman. 

During Mass, celebrated by Court Chaplain and Pastor Rev. Maxy D’Costa, court 

members received a special blessing and recognition for their many charitable 

and community activities, including support for the Madonna Center for Life, 

Hope 360 Pregnancy Center, Father’s Heart, Mt. Angel Abbey Seminarians and 

an annual award of student scholarships. In the photo, court members, left to 

right, Secretary Laura Jaimes, Cathy Elting, Linda Carlson, Barb Strahm, Regent 

Denise Tischler, Pat Barclay, Gail Holt, Treasurer Claudine Brotzman and Father 

D’Costa. Second row, left to right, Theresa Foley, Maria Graf, Roseanne Cotton, 

Markie Talarsky, Hannelore Brey, Pat Dugan, Judy Pietz, Christine Kerovecz, 

Connie Hardegger and Sally Reeves. Back row, left to right, Angie Velasquez, 

Janet Cote, Danille Howke,Toni Neels, Lois McNeice, Joan Terry, Carol Helfrich and 

Cathy Lamb.

PENNSYLVANIA OFFICERS  
HOLD WORKSHOP
A workshop was hosted in Philadelphia by 

National Director Peggy Guckin, Pennsylvania 

Second Vice State Regent Margaret Giordano and 

State Treasurer Colette McCaffrey. Thirty-five area 

Catholic Daughters attended. In the photo, at a 

table during the workshop, left to right, Carol Ann 

Ferreira, Nicole Kreider, Barbara Jackson, Dorothy 

Mankowski, Carol Parsons and Patricia Lafferty

CHRISTMAS JESSE TREE 
HONORED BY TEXAS COURT
Court Salve Regina #2611, Denton, 

Texas, hosts an annual Advent Prayer 

Breakfast on the first Saturday of Advent. 

This year the theme was Old Testament 

Prophecy with scripture. One of the 

main activities was decorating the Jesse 

tree (Loyola Press website explains that 

the Jesse tree “helps us connect the 

custom of decorating Christmas trees to 

the events leading to Jesus’ birth. The Jesse tree is named from Isaiah 11:1: ‘A 

shoot shall come out of the stock of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his 

roots’”.) The five segments were annunciation, visitation, travel to Bethlehem, 

nativity and baptism into Christ. The event was attended by approximately 90 

guests. In the photo, participants are seen decorating the Jesse tree.

IOWA COURT HELPS PRO-LIFE AT 
CHRISTMAS
Members of Court St. Anne #215, Rock Valley, 

Iowa, celebrated the spirit of Christmas at their 

potluck dinner. At this annual event baby items 

including clothing, blankets and diapers are 

donated to Mary’s Choice of Sioux City (according 

to its website, “Mary’s Choice volunteers provide 

compassion, support and accurate information 

about pregnancy, parenting, adoption and 

abortion.”) In the photo, front row, left to right, 

Sister Jodie Zimmerman, Donna Anderson and 

Cheri Gacke. Back row, left to right, Dorie Kramer, 

Nita Dammann, Kerrie Summers, Mary Jo Moeller, 

Sheila Driesen, Shirley VanderWoude, Dee 

Keegan and Carine Schroeder.
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CALIFORNIA COURT USES “UGLY” SWEATERS 
FOR LOVELY EVENT
Court St. Joachim #2553, Madera, California, held an “Ugly 

Sweater” themed event at which everyone enjoyed delicious food, 

fun and activities. Court member Nellie Uribe was the host and 

creator of this fun way for members to get to know each other 

better and grow a little closer.  Judging by the smiles and happy 

looks on those in the photo Nellie’s objective was achieved, and 

a good time was had by all. The sweaters actually look quite nice!

MINNESOTA COURT HONORS FATIMA 
Court St. Rita #409, Perham, Minnesota, joined with Knights 

of Columbus to pray to the Blessed Mother on the centennial 

anniversary of Our Lady of Fatima. Volunteers led decades of the 

Rosary for the approximately 50 people present and took turns 

holding the event banner and an image of Our Lady of Fatima. A 

sense of peace and serenity was felt by those present. Renee Doll 

of Court St. Rita and Jerry Huebsch of the Knights of Columbus 

chaired the event. In the photo are Knights of Columbus Michael 

Lundquist, Al Stigman and Jerry Huebsch with Regent Dianne 

Rohde-Szarke.

APOSTLESHIP OF THE SEA HELPED BY VIRGINIA COURTS
Court St. Frances #1206, Staunton, and Court Queen of Peace #1872, Arlington, packed shoe boxes with gloves, socks,  scarves and 

personal items for Apostleship of the Sea (a Catholic Daughter National Charity).  Each box was wrapped in Christmas paper and delivered 

to the International Seafarers’ Center at the Baltimore harbor port.  Christmas is the hardest time of year for many seafarers, who may 

spend months at sea.  Receiving one of these boxes lets them know they are thought of while away from their families at Christmas. 

Members of Court Queen of Peace stand with their gifts in front of 
their CDA “Unity and Charity” banner.

Court St. Francis Catholic Daughters stand proudly with their presents 
for seafarers.

TEXAS COURT HOLDS  
“OVER 60S PARTY” 
Members and guests of Court Our Lady Queen of 

Peace #1374, El Campo, Texas, enjoy socializing at 

the court’s annual Over 60’s Party which is held 

each year in December.  Those attending have 

fun during the afternoon luncheon playing bingo, 

winning door prizes made by the court’s Crafters 

and Quilters Group and visiting with friends.  

The Crafters and Quilters also makes quilts and 

handmade items for the annual parish picnic and 

handmade Christmas gifts for residents at two 

area nursing homes. In the photo, participants are 

seen enjoying the party and each other’s company.
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BASILICA PILGRIMAGE BY WEST  
VIRGINIA COURT 
Members of Court Martinsburg #392, Martinsburg, West Virginia, 

joined Catholics from the West Virginia Diocese of Wheeling-

Charleston for a pilgrimage to the Basilica of the Immaculate 

Conception in Washington, D.C. The court was among four 

organizations that set up tables to provide the pilgrims with 

information about their ministries. The CDA table was run by court 

members National Director Carol Bogacz and West Virginia Second 

Vice State Regent Lisa Ceravalo. Carol introduced presenter Father 

Justin Blanc, associate pastor at West Virginia University and 

associate director of the Campus Ministry, and welcomed the 

group who came to his session. In the photo Carol is at the table 

with Father Blanc and her husband Bruno, who helped out.

CHILDREN HELPED AT CHRISTMAS BY  
TEXAS COURT
Court St. Rose #1597, Schulenberg, Texas, decided not to have a 

Christmas gift exchange but rather bring gifts to the Rainbow Room 

of Fayette County. The Rainbow Room is an emergency resource 

center available to Child Protective Services caseworkers to help 

them meet the critical needs of abused and neglected children. It 

consists of a store-like setting stocked with new clothing, shoes, 

toys and other items that allows Child Protective Services workers 

to go “shopping” for children and families. In the photo, with the 

their gifts, left to right, Regent Rosa Galipp, the Rainbow Room’s 

Krystal Seger, Past Regent Barbara Veselka, Vice Regent Kathy 

Bertsch, Recording Secretary Dolores Wilkes, Financial Secretary 

Lorine Machicek and the Rainbow Room’s Patricia Null. Court St. 

Rose also donated $200.

NATIONAL CDA SUNDAY CELEBRATED BY 
TEXAS COURT
Members of Court Mary Queen of Peace, #2497, Floresville, 

Texas, attended Mass together at Sacred Heart Church in honor 

of National Catholic Daughter Sunday.  In the photo, surrounding 

parish priest Rev. Jorge Campos, front row, left to right,  Katherine 

Hale, Angela Luna, Belinda Guzman, Rachel Trevino, Fr. Jorge, 

Ofelia Sanchez, Lupe Trevino and Lydia Martinez.  Back row, left 

to right, Vice Regent Shirley Toscano, Mary Jane Moczygemba, 

Senaida Sanchez, Financial Secretary Gracie Trevino, Erica Chavez, 

Elva Chavez and Katelyn Martinez.  The court donated the flowers 

next to the CDA banner in memory of deceased members.

TEXAS COURT CELEBRATES NATIONAL  
CDA SUNDAY
Court Queen of Angels #1538, Wallis, Texas, celebrated National 

Catholic Daughter Sunday by attending Mass at Guardian Angel 

Catholic Church where members joined together in corporate 

communion. After Mass, participants had refreshments in the 

parish hall. In the photo, members of Court Queen of Angels 

gather in the sanctuary with the parish priest.

“FUN AND FUNDS” LINE DANCING BY NEW YORK COURT
Court Queen of the Universe #1702, Smithtown, New York, hosted a Line Dance 

Fall Fundraiser (Wikipedia explains line dancing as “a form of dance that takes 

place with a group of people. Participants line up in rows and execute the same 

movements in a synchronized manner.”) The event was very successful, filled 

with fun, food and many beautiful raffle prizes. Members of the junior court 

pitched in and did their part to make the evening triumphant. In the photo, line 

dancers are seen moving well and having fun.
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MINNESOTA COURT MAKES  
REMEMBRANCE QUILT 
Court St. Anne #1840, Medford, Minnesota, was asked by a man 

whose wife recently died of cancer to create a quilt from pajamas 

his wife wore during her illness. He wanted to give the quilt to his 

two daughters as a Christmas remembrance of their mother. Court 

members felt that his request was an honor and they gratefully 

accepted. The quilt was completed in time to be presented at their 

December meeting. The court noted that “he was very grateful 

and we experienced the joy of sharing a very significant gift of 

comforting of the soul.” In the photo, surrounding the Christmas 

remembrance quilt, left to right, seated, Terry Beulcer, Gail Heim 

and Jackie Svenby. Standing, Betty Hager, Sandy Kucera, Luella 

Heim, Twila Karow, Joan Pirkl, Lois Nelson, Judy Thomas, Shirley 

Jeno, Winnie Hughes, Mary Zabel and Judy Bauer.

TEXAS COURT WRAPS IT UP FOR CHRISTMAS
Each year members of Court St. Francis of Assisi #1887, San 

Antonio, Texas, help wrap Christmas gifts at the Elf Louise 

Christmas Project, which “is dedicated to providing a little bit of 

joy to Bexar County’s [Texas] less fortunate children.” Toys are 

collected from donations throughout the year and in December 

volunteers wrap gifts and prepare them for delivery by the Elf 

Louise Santas. Each toy is labeled with the name of the child who 

will be receiving it. Elf helpers in the photo, back row, Treasurer 

Janie Belletz, Elvira Villarreal, Financial Secretary Maria Clark, 

Helen Gutierrez, Regent Amelia Torres, Recording Secretary 

Zulema Mota, Socorro Flores and Lucy Benavides. Front row, 

Michael Benavides and Vice Regent Leticia Flores.

PENNSYLVANIA COURTS HELP THOSE WHO 
SERVE AT SEA
Nine members from four Pennsylvania courts joined others 

to pack 900 ditty bags to assist Apostleship of the Sea (a CDA 

National Charity).  The ditty bags, which contain items used by 

sailors and fishermen, were for seamen arriving at Philadelphia 

and New Jersey ports. The three Philadelphia courts were Court 

Rose Cecilia #1641, Court St. Dominic #2222 and Court St. Francis 

de Sales #2617, joined by Court Ave Maria #650, Germantown. In 

the photo are court members and others who helped, including 

Lutheran Minister Rev. William Rex, port chaplain for the Seafarers 

International House (SIH).

ROSARIES HAND-CRAFTED BY  
TEXAS COURT
The Rosary Makers of Court St Helen #2330, Pearland, Texas, 

donate their talent, time and material to make rosaries for various 

groups, including St. Helen’s First Communion, Confirmation, RCIA, 

Eighth Grade Graduates, CDA Scholarships, Serra Club, missions 

and more.  Since beginning in 2003, they have made 9,766 rosaries 

and 3,250 chaplets.  Rosary Makers from left to right, standing, 

Chairman Marie Stryk, Josephine Dolan, Mary Helen Perez, Vita 

Rao, Pauline Roark, Bernice Matusek, Kathy Lynch, Billie Michel, 

Della Ermis, Helen Kainer, Joyce Chunda, Linda Albert and Elvera 

Orsak. Sitting, Ethel Wind, Bea Lysal and Rosie Barta.
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CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS SUNDAY CELEBRATED 
BY TEXAS COURT
Each year Court St. John, Baptizer of Jesus, #2532, Corpus Christi, 

Texas, honors National Catholic Daughters Sunday by inviting 

parishioners to pray the Rosary with them. Last year, Parish Priest 

and Court Chaplain Rev. Rodolfo Vasquez asked that the court also 

redirect their prayers on problems facing our country. After Mass, 

parishioners joined the court in a prayer service to end abortion, 

domestic abuse, and human trafficking, healing for victims of abuse 

and terrorism, and to unite our country. In the photo, front row, 

left to right, Estela Garcia, Ola Mae Soliz, Financial Secretary Anita 

Joya, Treasurer Noemi Lazo, Vice Regent Sylvia Perez, Regent Lillian 

Cardiel, Recording Secretary Rosie Garana, Bertie Almendarez and 

Mary Rivera. Second row, left to right, Sylvia Syler, Elvia Pena, Gaby 

Hadyka, Dolores Mendoza, Sylvia Saenz-Martinez, Linda Diaz and 

Bea Cisneros. Back, Deacon Jesse Hinojosa.

KNIGHTS THANKED BY MINNESOTA COURT
Court Bishop Schenk #2010, Crookston, Minnesota, wanted 

to express appreciation to the Crookston Knights of Columbus 

for their valued assistance during the Minnesota State 

Convention.  The court held a potluck for the Knights before their 

monthly meeting in January at which Regent Jean LaJesse and 

Vice Regent Margee Keller thanked the Knights.  In the photo, 

Grand Knight Neal Plante is pictured with the twenty four Catholic 

Daughters present.

TEXAS COURT HONORS OUR LADY  
OF GUADALUPE
Court Queen of the Rosary #2368, McAllen, Texas, celebrated 

its eleventh annual Marian Conference in honor of Our Lady of 

Guadalupe, Patroness of the Americas. More than 250 attended. In 

recognition of the Juan Diego Apparition (when Mary appeared to 

Juan Diego in 1531 at Tepeyac Hill, near Mexico City) the Juan Diego 

Catholic High School performed a play entitled “Matachines.” As 

seen in the photo, court members dressed in festive Mexican 

attire. Regent Esther Waters, far right, distributed a medal of the 

Blessed Mother to each Catholic Daughter present.

THREE ARIZONA COURTS SHARE MARIAN 
PILGRIMAGE
Catholic Daughters from three courts were led by Arizona 

State Chaplain Rev. Ariel Lustan on a Marian pilgrimage. The 

participating courts were Court Daughters of St. Anthony #2651, 

Casa Grande; Court St. Rose of Lima, #2398, Safford; and Court 

St. Clare of Assisi, #2677, Surprise. Pilgrims pictured at Lourdes, 

first row, left to right, Jennifer Fileccia, Kathy Boettcher, Ann Foley 

and Maria Saldivar. Second row, left to right, Margaret Wulftang, 

Monica Jesty, Marlene Humphreys, June Nunnink, Lorrie Holland 

and Fr. Lustan.
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ILLINOIS COURT RECEIVES NEW 
MEMBERS ON CDA SUNDAY
Court St. Joan #522, Carrollton, Illinois, honored National 

Catholic Daughters Sunday by attending Mass together at 

St. John the Evangelist Church and welcoming new members. 

Mass was concelebrated by Rev. Mariadas Chatla and 

Pastor Emeritus Rev. Henry Schmidt, after which Court St. 

Joan enjoyed breakfast served by Knights at the Knights of 

Columbus Hall. The seven new Catholic Daughters received 

into the court by Regent Elaine Bugos can be seen in the 

photo: standing, Jill Schmidt Osborne, Connie Barnard, 

Kathleen Kaiser and Amber Brannan. Seated, Melia Sibley, 

Phyllis Didier and Missy Palan.

NATIONAL DIRECTOR VISITS KANSAS COURT
National Director Rose Holschlag visited Court Evarista #1138, Clyde, Kansas, 

during their monthly meeting. She brought useful resources for officers and made 

constructive suggestions to help the court with membership and fundraising. “It 

was good to see someone from National,” the court said, and noted that Rose 

also had the honor of reinstating former member Laura Lea Stenberg. In the 

photo, front row, left to right, Elaine Begnoche, Cathy Koch, Recording Secretary 

Shirley LeBlanc, Regent Margaret Nobert, Darlene Weatherhead, Ina Garrison, 

Genevieve Jones, Maxine Boling and Donna Sorell. Back row, left to right, Vice 

Regent Linda Brown, Treasurer Elizabeth Bergstom, Rose Holshlag, Laura Lea 

Stenberg and Audrey Mayer.

IOWA COURT WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS
Court St. Rose of Lima #6, Carroll, Iowa, held a 

ceremony for three new members during their 

monthly meeting at Holy Spirit Catholic Church. 

In the photo, first row, left to right, new members 

Lorraine Danner, Joyce Best and Joan Bernholtz. 

Second row, left to right, Iowa Second Vice State 

Regent Kaye Stock-Arndorfer, Financial Secretary 

Ruth Steinkamp, Secretary Pat Sanders and Rev. 

Kevin Richter, pastor. Third row, left to right, State 

Secretary Rita Carlson, Vice Regent Rosie Obman, 

Treasurer Sharon Daniel and Regent Bev Vonnahme.

NEW MEMBERS JOIN NEBRASKA COURT 
Court Little Flower #988, Columbus, Nebraska, received five new Catholic 

Daughters, bringing the court’s membership to 223. In the photo, front row, new 

members Jolene Young, Sue Gonka and Janet Brezinski.  Court officers, back row, 

District Deputy Rose Braun, Vice Regent Barb Cave, Regent Monica Veik, Deacon 

Larry Mielak, Financial Secretary Susan Mark, Treasurer Mary Ann Schmidt and 

Recording Secretary Joan Van Dyke. New members not pictured: Karen Tschauner 

and Jean Olsufka.

RETIREMENT CENTER RESIDENTS HONORED BY  
SOUTH DAKOTA COURT
Court St. Patricia #271, Sioux Falls, South Dakota, held one of its monthly meetings at the 

Avera Prince of Peace Community Retirement Center Chapel to honor those residing there.  

Pictured in the chapel are residents Mildred Thelen, Dorothy Johnson, Margaret “Peggy” 

Kemp, Genevieve Ament and Marilyn Hagan.  Lunch was provided by the Avera Community 

and the meeting concluded with a Rosary prayed for living and deceased residents. 

PENNSYLVANIA COURT ANNOUNCES CATHOLIC DAUGHTER 
OF THE YEAR
Court Columbia #2, Meadville, Pennsylvania, proudly announced that Joanne McClay 

was the court’s Catholic Daughter of the Year. In the photo, sharing the celebration, front, 

Maxine Holzer, court member; back, Regent Phyllis Vrobel, Catholic Daughter of the Year 

Joanne McClay and Vice Regent Mary Ann Cochran.
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NORTH CAROLINA JUNIORS CLEAN FOR CHRISTMAS
For their Christmas Service Project members of Junior Court Bernadette, Fuquay-

Varina, North Carolina, met on a chilly morning and spent several hours cleaning 

up the church grounds before the beginning of Advent. When they were finished, 

the grounds were very neat and ready for all the Christmas activities. In the 

photo outside the church after completing their hard work, front row, left to right, 

Sophia Rivera, Marie Perry, Ana Tschampion and Julie Selig. Back row, Michelle 

Rivera, JCDA leader Paula O’Shea, JCDA Vice President Danielle Tschampion, 

Nicolette Rivera and Debbie Skubon.
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TEXAS MOMS AND DAUGHTERS SHARE TEA 
Members of Court St. Maria Goretti #2380, Corpus Christi, Texas, held a mother–

daughter tea party with their JCDA Court following the regularly scheduled 

meeting. Activities included making fascinator hats (small, lightweight 

ornamental headpieces with feathers, beads or flowers, as seen in the picture). 

Junior officers assisting the young girls included President Allison Alaniz, Second 

Vice President Emma Harris and Secretary Caitlyn Alaniz. Participants added 

extra fun to the costumes with play jewelry and pretty boas. JCDA Chairman Rosie 

Rodriguez presented a slide presentation on proper table etiquette and napkin 

folding, putting into action the motto “to live nobly.” Everyone then practiced 

table manners during a dinner with real tea sets used as centerpieces.

YOUNG WOMEN HONORED BY CALIFORNIA COURT
Court Compton #942, Compton, California, paid tribute to young ladies in the 

community at the court’s Fourth Annual Tea Social. Among those honored were 

students from Our Lady of Victory School and St. Albert the Great School. The 

theme was “Rising Stars: Recognizing the Beauty and Treasure of our Girls.” 

Young men from Verbum Dei High School volunteered their time to serve at the 

tea. More than 120 women enjoyed delicious food, music, a hat parade and voted 

on the best decorated table. Funds from the tea are used for girl’s Catholic School 

Scholarships. Seen in the photo striking fashionable poses in their tea finery are 

the 21 young ladies honored by Court Compton.

MARYLAND JUNIORS’ GODLY LADYBUGS
“Joyful is the only way to describe the faces of Maryland’s 

Junior Catholic Daughters as they registered for Maryland’s 

annual statewide JCDA workshop,” said Debbie Lattus, 

Maryland Youth/JCDA Chairman. “While the JCDA program 

in Maryland is not large enough to have a JCDA state 

convention, the state officers recognize the importance 

of promoting the objectives and goals of the JCDA. The 

Juniors we are mentoring are going to be the future officers 

and members of the Catholic Daughters of the Americas 

organization.”

Workshop activities included spiritual enrichment, 

developing peer relationships, community service and fun. 

Each Junior was required to earn the $2.00 registration fee, 

which was donated to Girl’s Inc., a “United States nonprofit 

organization that encourages all girls to be ‘Strong, Smart, 

and Bold’ through direct service and advocacy.” Maryland 

senior CDA courts donated funds to purchase a ladybug 

canvas tote bag for each attendee at the workshop.

The legend of the ladybug, which tells how the farmers in 

Germany many years ago prayed to the Virgin Mary to save 

their crops, became this year’s workshop theme. Dressed in 

red tops and black slacks representing ladybugs the Juniors 

learned these beetles became known as “Our Lady’s bugs.” 

The ladybug’s red wings represent the Virgin Mary’s dress. 

The black spots are representative of the Virgin Mary’s joy 

and sorrows. A lesson stressing how we are ladies of God 

included discussions on talking, walking, sitting, dressing, 

acting and thinking like a lady pleasing to God.

Activities included a ladybug hand painting banner, 

ladybug rock painting, ladybug hat craft, and a ladybug 

Hail Mary activity. Members of JCDA Court St. Francis Xavier, 

host JCDA court, presented a lesson on a lively step dance.

All Maryland JCDA advisors were present and met for a 

meeting to share ideas and challenges.

Maryland instituted Court St. Charles Borromeo on 

October 20, 2017, bringing the total of JCDA courts in 

Maryland to five, and presented each new Junior with a 

JCDA pin.
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Report from Calabria:  
A Season with the Carthusian Monks
By a Priest
(Ignatius Press, San Francisco, California, 2017)

In a world of constant noise, nonstop news, robocalls and a 

steady stream of e-mails, the idea of retreating to a place of 

silence, contemplation and prayer has much appeal. This book 

describes the experience of an anonymous American priest who 

did exactly that – spending four months living among Carthusian 

monks at Serra San Bruno in Calabria, Italy. 

The Carthusian monastery at the tip of the toe of Italy is the 

resting place of Saint Bruno, founder of the order, who died in 

1101. As the book’s preface notes, the Carthusians are considered 

by many to be the most austere of the Catholic religious orders. 

The priest-author, who writes in an accessible style with grace, 

humility and wit, chose anonymity because Carthusian authors 

remain anonymous, and he wanted to honor that custom. The 

book is written in the form of letters – sketches of life in the 

monastery – which the American priest wrote home to family and 

friends during his stay. Carthusians rarely allow visitors to live 

among them, which makes these glimpses from the author all 

the more compelling. Also compelling are the many color photos 

taken inside the monastery and on its grounds.

The author gives us the schedule of a typical day at the 

monastery, which includes much time for prayer in the monk’s cell, 

Mass in the chapel, manual labor and study, singing in the chapel, 

a meal in the cell (with no meat, and no dairy products during Lent) 

and spiritual reading. The monks also take walks, usually two-by-

two. There is a community meal (eaten in silence) on Sundays and 

solemnities. All of the 150 psalms are prayed each week. The aim 

of the schedule is threefold: divine worship; prayer for oneself and 

others; and contemplative union with God.

The cell, inhabited by just one monk, contains a simple single 

bed, a seat and kneeler similar to a single choir stall, and a small 

wood-burning stove. The Carthusian life is structured to provide 

the greatest amount of uninterrupted time for prayer. At the 

time the author lived among them, there were six monks in the 

monastery; several older ones had died and one had been sent 

to serve as chaplain to a community of Carthusian nuns. Far from 

being a place of isolation, the author sees his cell as a welcome 

refuge, and refers to it as “Cell Sweet Cell.” In describing it, he 

writes: “Although the word cell conjures up thoughts of San 

Quentin, the meaning of cella in Latin is a storage chamber (as in 

wine cellar) or a small room.”  

As the author notes, “…by and large the monks strive to respect 

each other’s quiet, and the avoidance of unnecessary conversation 

is seen as a gift to one another.” He adds, “Here I have the 

opportunity to experience silence where it is not a temporary 

respite but a way of life.” He likens it to learning a new language, 

a language that has its own eloquence. And, the American priest 

muses, “Perhaps if in ordinary life we spoke to each other less 

often and saw our conversation as a privileged moment, we would 

not let slip words that wound.” 

The motto of the Carthusians is “The cross stands firm as the 

world turns.” The author found the life of the Carthusians “a very 

balanced regimen,” in contrast to those who view it as extreme 

and forbidding. He comments, “I think the watchword is simplicity: 

in worship, in accommodations, in lifestyle.” 

I was particularly drawn to the chapter titled “Every Day is 

Mother’s Day.” Saint Bruno was known to have had a deep love 

for the Blessed Mother, and built his first chapel in her honor. In 

contemplating the faith of the mother of Jesus, the author of this 

book views her as “a remarkable role model for contemplatives,” 

and states that “she was a participant in the joyful, the sorrowful, 

and the glorious mysteries of her Son’s life. She was united with 

him in the depths of her soul.” The author adds, “The concrete 

humanity of Jesus Christ comes from his Mother; the Incarnation 

is at the heart of Christian faith.” 

“Report from Calabria” has received a number of endorsements 

from bishops, priests and from Mother Dolores Hart, O.S.B., author 

of “The Ear of the Heart: an Actress’ Journey from Hollywood to 

Holy Vows.” Mother Dolores, who gave up a successful career as 

a movie star to become a nun, knows first-hand what it is like to 

reject the glittering temptations of secular life for life in a religious 

order. Of this book she writes, “I am very moved to be able to read 

about the Carthusian monks in Calabria. It is heartening to share 

even a day with these holy men. They make me so grateful for the 

vocation I was given, but their lives are even more meaningful for 

those living in the midst of modern pain.”

Not everyone can live as the Carthusian monks do. But we 

can all learn valuable lessons from them about the gifts of 

silence, solitude, prayer and simplicity. In a volatile world that 

glorifies instant gratification, the lessons of these holy men 

endure. 

Reviewed by  
Peggy Eastman
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