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It’s Our Turn To Help Them

They’ve cared for you. 
Taught you. 
Encouraged you.
Even inspired you.

You can help us in our mission 
to support aging Sisters, 
Brothers and Priests. Support 
Our Aging Religious (SOAR!) 
provides grants to Catholic 
religious communities to  
help them care for their  
aging members. 

Your gift today brings safety, 
comfort and peace of  
mind to aging Sisters,  
Brothers and Priests across  
the United States.

Donate Today  

P.O. Box 96409 Washington, DC 20090-6409 • www.soar-usa.org • (202) 529-7627
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National Chaplain’s Message
Timothy Michael Cardinal Dolan

M
Y DEAR 

CATHOLIC 

DAUGHTERS, 

A blessed New Year 

to you! Every Sunday at 

Mass we pray the Nicene 

Creed, that beautiful, 

ancient statement of faith 

from the fourth century. 

We profess our belief 

in “One, Holy, Catholic 

and Apostolic Church,” 

four characteristics that are called the marks of the 

Church. Sometimes we might recite these words in 

a rote manner, without really thinking about their 

meaning. However, the theme of this issue, We Are 

One!, provides an opportunity to reflect on the first of 

these four marks: that the Church is one.

We Are One is a sentiment that can be found 

throughout Sacred Scripture. That we be united as one 

is the very wish of Jesus Himself, as we hear in the 

Gospel of John, after the Last Supper: “I pray…that 

they may all be one, as you, Father, are in me and I in 

you (Jn. 17:21).” In St. Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, 

he urges the Christian community there to live united 

as “one body” centered around “one Lord, one faith, 

one baptism (Eph. 4:4-5).” Here we see the meaning 

of the oneness of the Church: we are one because Jesus, 

united with God the Father, remains present in the 

Church today through the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

The Holy Trinity is our example here: a communion 

of Persons united in love. Likewise, we, too, form a 

community of believers in Jesus Christ, united by our 

love for God and neighbor. 

Does saying we are one mean that we all must think 

and act the same way? Hardly! The Catechism reminds 

us of the variety of expressions within the unity of 

the Church: “From the beginning, this one Church has 

been marked by a great diversity which comes from 

both the variety of God’s gifts and the diversity of those 

who receive them. Within the unity of the People of 

God, a multiplicity of peoples and cultures is gathered 

together (CCC, 813).” I am sure you see examples of 

this every day, and the work of the Catholic Daughters 

around the world demonstrates that the unity of the 

Church is expressed in a multitude of ways. We are 

one in our faith in Jesus and His Church, and this binds 

us in love to serve each other no matter where we are 

located.

Sadly, the call to be one is not without some pain 

and suffering. As I am sure you saw, we recently 

commemorated the 500th anniversary of the 

Protestant Reformation, which was a deep and 

grievous wound to the unity of believers in Jesus 

Christ that persists today. Even closer to home, are 

there ways in which we struggle to be one? Within our 

families or communities? All of these divisions are the 

consequence of sin, and we must never cease to seek 

forgiveness for wrongs we commit, working towards 

and praying for unity! 

Finally, one issue that is especially important to 

me is the plight of Christians who are persecuted 

throughout the world. In some areas we see Christians 

deprived of their cherished religious freedom, while in 

others they face torture and death for professing faith 

in Jesus. Pope Francis reminds us of “an ecumenism 

of blood” that unites Christians, regardless of whether 

they are Catholic, Orthodox, or Protestant, saying, 

“our martyrs are crying out: we are one.” This sobering 

reminder should serve as a call to courageous, 

loving action to work toward unity: in our family, 

community, nation, and around the world. Thankfully, 

you Catholic Daughters are demonstrating examples 

of this in countless ways! 

I am grateful for all your efforts and offer my 

continued encouragement and support. I will 

remember you and your families in my prayers and 

wish you many blessings in this New Year. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Timothy Michael Cardinal Dolan 

Archbishop of New York 

National Chaplain

Timothy Michael Cardinal Dolan
Archbishop of New York

National Chaplain
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D
EAR CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS,

We Are One... 
Look on the nickel, what words do you see? E 

pluribus unum: “Out of many, one.” It is one of the mottos 

of our nation. However, that is the last thing many of us 

think, see, hear and act like at times. Red states, blue states, 

liberals, conservatives, pro-flag or anthem kneelers, 

everything seems to be about separation. It seems to be 

quite literally tearing us apart as a community, a culture 

and even as a country.

Division is one of those things which can take root in 

human formation, families, clubs and even Churches. It 

was one of the concerns that Saint Paul had to address and 

crush out in some of the earliest Christian communities, 

especially the Corinthians. It can also happen with 

Courts…could you ever believe that, lol?

Luckily our very name: Catholic Daughters, reminds 

us that division has no place in our courts because the 

word Catholic means one, universal, together. Further 

our motto, “Unity and Charity” reminds us that it’s not 

enough just to be united but to be united in love for God 

and one another.

Here’s a great rule of thumb to go by in life: praise 

someone to others and only critique someone privately. 

Usually we (and me) almost always do the opposite; 

therefore, neither unity nor charity prevail in anything 

we do. Perhaps since so much is done today with credit or 

debit we don’t see nickels anymore or rarely. Maybe keep 

one in your pocket to remember not just an American 

truth but a Catholic truth: E Pluribus Unum.

God bless you,

Reverend Jeffrey Maurer
National Clergy Consultant

Fr. Jeffrey J. Maurer,
National Clergy Consultant

National Clergy  
Consultant’s Message
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♦ CONVERSION
Spiritual Insights into an 
Essential Encounter with God
Fr. Donald Haggerty

The acclaimed spiritual writer off ers 
penetrating observations into the 

phenomenon of Christian conversion. 
He discusses the repercussions of sin, 
the understanding of mercy, and the 
importance of a radical response to the 
will of God. His refl ections also treat 
other issues that ensue in the immedi-
ate aftermath of a conversion—crucial 
issues that can make the diff erence 
between a mediocre life with God and 
a truly holy life. 
CNV-P . . .  Sewn Softcover, $17.95

♦ FROM ISLAM TO CHRIST
One Woman’s Path through 
the Riddles of God
Derya Little

Raised as a Muslim in Turkey, Little 
wandered far in search of the truth. 

She rejected the Islamic faith and be-
came an atheist. She tried to convert a 
Christian missionary to atheism but was 
converted to Christ instead. Later, dur-
ing her doctoral studies in England, her 
amazing spiritual journey led her into 
the Catholic Church. Her story provides 
a window into both Islam and moderni-
ty. It shows that the grace and the mercy 
of God know no bounds.  
ISCH-P . . .  Sewn Softcover, $16.95

♦ REPORT FROM CALABRIA
A Season with the Carthusian Monks

This unique book presents insights 
from journal notes of an Ameri-

can priest who spent four privileged 
months with the Carthusians of 
Calabria, Italy. He lived their daily regi-
men and kept a journal that gives read-
ers a deep sense of what this intense 
life of prayer and contemplation is like. 
It invites us to fi nd time in our busy 
lives to encounter God more deeply. 
Illustrated with many beautiful photos 
of the monastery and the monk’s lives. 
Illustrated
RCA-P . . . 7 x 10 Sewn Softcover, $19.95

“The esteemed Fr. Haggerty uses 
a clear, direct style to show that 
conversion is the daily heartfelt 

response of a disciple to the Master. 
This fi ne book encourages a 

conversion of souls to the true 
challenge of holiness.”
— Fr. George Rutler

Author, He Spoke to Us

“From Islam to Christ off ers an 
intimate glimpse into a very 

unique journey of faith, and in 
the process touches on many 
critical issues of our time.”

— Jennifer Fulwiler
Author, Something Other than God

“A beautiful book. It reveals the 
profundity of daring to enter a 

dialogue of silence with the 
heart of the Lord. A dialogue 
that each of us is invited to 
know the Lord in silence.”

— Most Reverend James Conley
Bishop of Lincoln, NE

P.O. Box 1339, Ft. Collins, CO 80522 1 (800) 651-15311 (800) 651-1531

www.ignatius.com

Works that Inform, 
Inspire, Illuminate



D
EAR CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS,

We Are One
Usually when we say we are one, we are 

referring to Romans 12:5 and our place in the Mystical 

Body, our unique set of diverse yet complementary 

skills that work together to form the Church. However, 

as Catholic Daughters, we are united and are One on 

many other levels.

We are one in the values that we share. Generosity: 

willingness to give resources, help or time to others. 

Honesty: being truthful and sincere. Integrity: sticking to 

your moral and ethical principles and values. Kindness: 

being considerate and treating others well.

We are also one in our goals which include not only 

being a more committed Catholic woman, but also in 

improving the world around us as witnessed by the 

charities in our Circle of Love. We are committed to 

these goals, and we are driven to be personally the 

best we can while reaching out to those in physical and 

spiritual need.

This in turn, influences our lifestyle. Spirituality 

and the development of a personal prayer life become 

priorities in our lives. Giving good example to our family 

and friends are conscious goals that we try to achieve. 

Our order provides numerous opportunities for us to 

come together and pray as one.

We are also one in our achievements such as our many 

successful builds for Habitat for Humanity including the 

present one going up in Texas. Another achievement 

being the establishment of courts in Africa and Peru and 

many in the states. There is also the endowments of our 

five Projects and ten charities. We unite in celebration 

and pride over these experiences.

We are also one in the Shared Experiences of our 

ceremonies and conventions. We participate in the 

election and installation of our officers on a local, state 

and national level. We come together to bid farewell to 

our departed sisters and we honor our Regents past and 

present. At the state and national convention, we work, 

learn and celebrate together. Friends, new and old, come 

together for enrichment and enjoyment. Attending these 

events, makes the bonds among us stronger.

Most importantly, we are one in our beliefs. We 

believe in the Word of God and its place in our lives. We 

also believe that together we can be a positive influence 

on our society and help to bring about positive change.

As Ryunosuke Satoro said, “Individually, we are one 
drop. Together, we are an ocean.” 

In Unity and Charity,

Helene Shepard

National Regent

Helene Shepard,
National Regent

National Regent’s Message
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    Serve the 
     Lord with 
gladness! 
                      

—Psalm 
100:2



©Hawthorne Village  14-01666-001-BITX

The blessings of that Holy Night are yours to enjoy with 
this one-of-a-kind tree that captures the beauty, faith 
and spirit of the Emerald Isle. From the fi gurines, Angel 
ornaments and illuminated Crèche—all masterfully 
crafted and hand-painted in classic Belleek-style hues—
to the 50 mini-lights glittering amongst its life-like pine 
boughs, Hawthorne’s Irish Blessings Christmas Tree 
Nativity Collection is destined to become a new 
family tradition for your home and holidays. 

 A superb value that’s Not Available in 
Any Store. Act now!

Shipment One is the “Holy Family” that can 
be yours at the attractive $59.97 issue price, 
payable in three convenient installments 
of just $19.99 each*, the first billed before 
shipment. Subsequent shipments, each 
billed separately at the same attractive 
price, will arrive about every other 
month. These include your 3 foot pre-lit 
Christmas tree, illuminated Crèche, 
Angel ornaments and additional Nativity 
fi gurines. As an added value, the snowy 
white tree skirt with silver trim is 
included FREE with Shipment Three. 
You may cancel at any time and with 
our best-in-the-business, 365-day 
guarantee, your satisfaction is assured. 
Strong demand is expected. To 
acquire yours, send no money now. 
Simply log on or complete and mail 
the Reservation Application today!

www.bradfordexchange.com/Elegance

Delicately 
sculpted Angels 
fl oat among the 

branches 

*Plus a total of $9.99 shipping and service-see bradfordexchange.com. 
Allow 4-6 weeks after initial payment for shipment.  Sales subject to product availability and order acceptance. 

Mrs. Mr. Ms.
                                                  Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City

State                               Zip

E-Mail

 917825-E41502

9345 Mi lwaukee Avenue ·  Ni les,  IL 60714-1393

RESERVATION APPLICATION                                PLEASE RESPOND PROMPTLY

YES!  Please reserve the Irish Blessings Christmas Tree Nativity Collection for 

me as described in this announcement.

                                                                            SEND NO MONEY NOW

Over 20 Figurines and 
Ornaments crafted in 

the world famous style 
of Irish Belleek. 

Shown smaller than actual size. 

Tree measures approx. 3 ft. tall.

(shown smaller 
than actual 
size of 3.5"!)

                                                                                  

Shipment Two
3 ft. Pre-lit 

Christmas Tree

Shipment One
The Holy Family 

Shipment Three
Illuminated Crèche & 

FREE Tree Skirt

*For information on sales tax you may owe to your state, 

go to bradfordexchange.com/use-tax
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As Catholic Christians, we understand the gift of 
intercessory prayer. We count on our brothers and 
sisters and, sometimes, on our favorite and trusted 

saints to lift us up in prayer, and we recognize the power of 
those prayers. Most of us have experienced God’s wondrous 
deeds that we have attributed to intercessory prayer, and we 
are forever grateful to God and to the intercessor who prayed. 

Since before we were born, however, we have had one 
powerful intercessor whom we often fail to recognize and 
honor, Jesus himself. More importantly, we often take our 
eyes off the powerful request Jesus made on our behalf. In the 
Gospel of John 17:21, Jesus prays, “that they may all be one; 
even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also may 
be in Us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me.” 
Jesus prays that we may be one, just as He and the Father are 
one, and that we may remain united to the Father and the Son 
for one powerful reason—so that the world may believe!

As sisters in Christ, we have one over-arching mission: to 
witness our faith in Jesus Christ. We serve others because 
of our love for Christ. We reach out to others to help them 
to understand the Creator’s love and to help them believe 
and trust in Him. The most important tool that we have as 
witnesses to Christ is our unity. When we pray together and 
work together and love others together, and when we live in 
“Unity and Charity,” we are not just living up to our motto; 
we are fulfilling Jesus’ vision for our lives, and we are helping 
others believe. Unity is the way we evangelize; united is 

how we work and serve; speaking with one voice is the way 
we help the world to hear the Gospel message—the Good 
News—that Jesus Christ is Lord!

My dear sisters, let us work to preserve our unity. Let us 
fight to let nothing destroy it. It is so easy to focus on small 
hurts or unimportant comments. It is so easy to hold on to 
our grudges and to pull away from each other because of real 
or imagined slights. It is easy to focus on the bad because 
we have help. We have an Enemy who will do anything to 
destroy our unity because by doing so, the Enemy destroys 
our work! Why would non-believers believe in a loving God 
when believers show no love for each other? Why should 
non-believers believe in a God who loves and welcomes all 
if we exclude some, or, worse yet, judge them. There is good 
news, however. We have a powerful intercessor in Jesus 
Christ. Through Him, and with His help, we can be one. When 
we remain in Him and in His Father, we can let go of all that 
divides us, and we can show the world that Jesus is Lord and 
that He is with us. 

There is important work to do in 2018! We have people to 
feed, houses to build, children to teach and nourish. Each 
court is called to important work. Let us pray and strive to 
ensure that what we do for God’s people is not diminished 
by how we do it. Do you remember the song, “They will know 
we are Christians” by Peter Scholtes? Let us make that our 
theme song for this year. If we, “work with each other,” and 
we “work hand in hand,” we Can Do Anything! 

Olga Samaniego
National Regent-Elect
Spiritual Enhancement Chairman

So That They Will Know



CHOOSE LAYER AND DELETE YELLOW BOX
You experience her joys... encourage her dreams... and wish for her the 
best in life. Now you can give your blessed granddaughter a very special 
gift of love—a beautiful personalized pendant along with some wise 
and loving words to treasure forever.
 The “Precious Granddaughter” Pearl Pendant is finely hand-
crafted of solid sterling silver and features a genuine cultured 
freshwater pearl with a genuine diamond at the top. Suspended 
from the heart-shaped clasp is a sterling silver heart charm engraved 
with your granddaughter’s name. An 18" solid sterling silver chain 
completes the beautiful look. The exquisite pendant arrives in a

velvet jewelry pouch and gift box that includes the touching “Grandma’s 
Pearls of Wisdom” poem seen above.

Exclusive Design ... Exquisite Craftsmanship
A remarkable value at $99, this is a beautiful expression of a 
grandmother’s love. Th e pendant is payable in 4 installments of just 
$24.75 and is backed by our unconditional 120-day guarantee. It comes 
complete with a Certifi cate of Authenticity in a velvet jewelry pouch 
and gift box that includes the meaningful poem. Th is design is exclusive 
to Th e Bradford Exchange—you won’t fi nd it in stores. Order today!

I’ve traveled paths you’ve yet to walk
Learned lessons old and new

And now this wisdom of my life
I’m blessed to share with you

Let kindness spread like sunshine
Embrace those who are sad

Respect their dignity, give them joy
And leave them feeling glad

Forgive those who might hurt you
And though you have your pride
Listen closely to their viewpoint

Try to see the other side

Walk softly when you’re angry
Try not to take offense

Invoke your sense of humor
Laughter’s power is immense!

Express what you are feeling
Your beliefs you should uphold

Don’t shy away from what is right
Be courageous and be bold

Keep hope right in your pocket
It will guide you day by day

Take it out when it is needed
When it’s near, you’ll find a way

Remember friends and family
Of which you are a precious part

Love deeply and love truly
Give freely from your heart

The world is far from perfect
There’s conflict and there’s strife

But you still can make a difference
By how you live your life

And so I’m very blessed to know
The wonders you will do

Because you are my granddaughter
And I believe in you

FREE 

PERSONALIZATION

Sterling silver heart charm is 
elegantly engraved with your 

granddaughter’s name

www.bradfordexchange.com/26030    ©2017 The Bradford Exchange  01-26030-001-BIBRT
©Grandma’s Pearls of Wisdom by Becky Netherland for The Bradford Exchange

PRIORITY RESERVATION                                  SEND NO MONEY NOW                                                                                                                 

jewelry

�������� ��������

the

9345 Mi lwaukee Avenue ·  Ni les,  IL  60714-1393

� 1st Pendant                                                                 

� 2nd Pendant  

� 3rd Pendant     

� 4th Pendant

Signature

Mrs. Mr. Ms.
                                                         Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City                                                           State                    Zip

Email (optional)

01-26030-001-E50381

YES.  Please reserve the “Precious Granddaughter” Pearl Pendant for me as 
described in this announcement in the quantity checked below.

*Plus a total of $9.98 for shipping and service (see bradfordexchange.com). Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery of
your jewelry after we receive your initial deposit. All sales subject to product availability and order acceptance.

*For information on sales tax you may owe to your state, go to bradfordexchange.com/use-tax
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Sunday, October 22, 2017
JFK will never be the same. Forty-nine pilgrims gathered to 

begin their pilgrimage to Ireland. Hugs and smiles, laughter 
and “What have you been up to?” filled the airport. Old 
friends greeted each other and introductions were made to 
new friends. We received our name tags, hats and t-shirts 
that would identify us as a special group of travelers. Father 
Jeffrey Maurer, National Clergy Consultant, led us in prayer 
before we boarded the plane. It was then we realized it was 
real. Traveling through the night, the morning sunrise saw 
us over the land of many shades of green. We met our tour 
guide and carriage driver, boarded the bus and began our 
pilgrimage to the shrines, abbeys and holy wells of Ireland.

Monday, October 23, 2017
After a bus tour of the city of Dublin, Mass was celebrated 

by Father Maurer in the Lourdes Grotto at the community in 

Inchicore. Railroad workers who built this grotto on their 
own time did so in remembrance of their beloved grotto 
in Lourdes. After Mass, we traveled to Trinity College, 
which houses the Book of Kells, an ornate manuscript 
of the Gospels and is the oldest university in Ireland. 
Many famous students attended Trinity College including 
Jonathan Swift and Samuel Beckett. 

Tuesday, October 24, 2017
Mass was celebrated at Whitefriar Street Carmelite 

Church in Dublin to start the day. Shrines to St. Valentine, 
Our Lady of Dublin and St. Albert of Sicily are part of the this 
shrine which is under the care of the Order of Carmelites. A 
visit followed to St. Mary’s Pro Cathedral which functions as 
the main Catholic parish of the city center in Dublin. Tuesday 
evening a banquet with Irish music, song and dance was 
enjoyed by the pilgrims at The Merry Ploughboys.

Pilgrimage to Ireland
Shrines, Abbeys & Holy Wells Kylemore Castle

October 22-27, 2017
Anne Nelson
Past National Regent

October 27-29, 2017
Mary Ann Kizer
Past National Director

October 30-November 3, 2017 
Shirley Seyfried
Immediate Past National Regent
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Wednesday, October 25, 2017
We then began our journey north. Going off main roads 

we enjoyed the many quaint villages and the beautiful 
land on the road to Armagh. We stopped at St. Peter’s 
Church in Drogheda, with a shrine to St. Oliver Plunkett, 
who was credited with bringing Jesuits to Drogheda. It was 
spectacular with more than 40 stained glass windows. The 
next stop was at Monasterboice, which is considered the 
finest High Cross in the country with many sculpted biblical 
scenes on it. The shrine of St. Bridget’s Well at Faughart 
provided holy water for the pilgrims. Mass was celebrated 
at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in Armagh. Armagh is considered 
the ecclesiastical capital of Ireland.

Thursday October 26, 2017
This drive today was in the Mountains of Mourne, an area 

filled with folklore and legend. The Black Monk of Newry 
and The Weird Weaver of Warrenpoint are only two legends 
of the area. The Well of All Healing in Rostrevor along the 
way provided a time of prayer. Mass was celebrated at St. 
Patrick’s in Saul followed by a visit to St. Patrick’s Center 
in Downpatrick. The grave of St. Patrick in the gardens 

developed behind the center and an Imax presentation of 
the life of St. Patrick were part of this stop. As we arrived in 
Belfast, we enjoyed a panoramic tour of the city.

Friday, October 27, 2017
Our day started with Mass in St. Patrick’s Church in 

Belfast followed by a visit to the famous Titanic Center in 
the Belfast. Touring the Titanic Museum was an emotional 
process. Built to resemble four hulls of the Titanic and six 
stories tall, we were immersed in the Titanic process from 
sketches by designers, to standing on workers’ platforms, to 
impact with the iceberg and subsequent survivor’s stories. 
The afternoon was free to enjoy the Belfast Docklands and 
the many shops around the city center.

Saturday, October 28, 2017
Headed to Letterkenny, we learned that sheep graze 

16 hours a day and are raised for lamb in Ireland. We saw 
salmon cages in heavy currents where they are raised for 
“good tastes.” We walked in the footsteps of giants at the 
Giants Causeway. Father Maurer, celebrated Mass in St. 
Eugene’s Cathedral.

Apparitions scene from Our Lady of Knock

Chapel at the Father Peyton centerGrave of reknown Irish poet, W. B. Yeats. 
Note the epitaph on the grave stone.

Nativity on “The Rosary Way” at  
Ballintubber Abbey

Lee Proposes to SherrySign at Tobernalt Holy Well. Note the 
last line which says,”Pilgrims walk 
softly, this is Holy Ground.”
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Sunday, October 29, 2017
Mass was celebrated at St. Eunans Cathedral in South 

Donegal. This cathedral offers visitors the chance to 
appreciate a comparatively modern building as it was 
completed in 1901. We drove along the Atlantic coast to Slieve 
League Cliffs for beautiful views and memorable photos. Not 
as popular as the Cliffs of Maher, the Slieve League Cliffs are 
almost three times higher and largely untouched by tourism.

Monday, October 30, 2017
Today following breakfast, we headed for County Mayo. 

After a brief stop to take pictures by the beach of Bundoran, 
we continued to the foot of the Ben Bulben Mountain 
outside the town of Sligo, where we visited the grave of 
the Irish poet, W. B. Yeats. Yeats is considered one of the 
greatest poets of the twentieth century. The epitaph on 
his grave stone says “Cast a cold eye on life, on death. 
Horseman, pass by!” This is the last line of a poem written 
by him called “Under Ben Bulben” (Ben Bulben being the 
mountain.) Curiously, the bus driver/tour guide said that 
those who visit the grave often wonder the meaning of the 
epitaph. In trying to research the interpretation of the line, 
I found several complex theories of what people think it 
means, none of which were clear to me, so I will leave it to 
you, the reader, to try to interpret as we, the pilgrims, did. 

Following our visit to Yeats grave, we stopped at a 

beautiful setting called the Tobernalt Holy Well at Sligo, 
Ireland. It is a site of a natural spring well and has been 
considered a holy site since before Christianity. It had a 
very spiritual, peaceful atmosphere with several altars and 
statues in a wooded setting. We then drove to the Father 
Peyton Memorial Center where we celebrated Mass in the 
Memorial Centre. We toured the center and were served 
tea and scones by the very hospitable caretakers there. 
Many of us also did a bit of shopping in the gift shop for 
memorials of Father Peyton, the famous “Rosary Priest.” 
We were shown a video on the life of Father Peyton followed 
by Father Steve, one of the Holy Cross Priests, speaking 
with us about Father Peyton’s work.

Tuesday, October 31, 2017 
Today we were in County Mayo, and we visited the most 

well-known shrine of the Blessed Mother in Ireland, the 
Shrine of Our Lady of Knock. Following Mass, we toured the 
grounds and museum. The apparition of Our Lady of Knock 
occurred on August 21, 1879. It was not only the Blessed 
Mother who appeared but also St. Joseph, and St. John the 
Evangelist. There was also an altar with a lamb standing 
on it seen by at least fifteen people who witnessed the 
apparition. The apparition occurred on the south gable wall 
of the Knock Parish church. Unfortunately, the church was 
under restoration, so we did not get to go to the actual site 

Victorian Gardens at Kylemore
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of the apparition. Pilgrims were able to take holy water 
home from this shrine. Following the visit to the Shrine 
of Our Lady of Knock, we visited Ballintubber Abbey. This 
abbey was built in 1216 and is the only church in Ireland 
founded by an Irish king that is still in use today, despite 
many attacks on it over the years. It has been beautifully 
and simply restored. Many of the pilgrims walked along 
what is known as “The Rosary Way” at the Abbey. A 
beautiful special feature was the Nativity that had a little 
rock with the following words carved into it, “Were Christ to 
be Born in a Thousand Stables, it would be of no avail, were 
He not born in our hearts.” 

Wednesday, November 1, 2017 
Today began with a visit to Croagh Patrick, Ireland’s 

holiest mountain. It has been a site for pilgrimages for 
over 5000 years. In pagan times, people gathered there to 
celebrate the beginning of the harvest. It was also on the 
top of this mountain that Saint Patrick fasted and prayed 
for forty days in 441 A.D. The peak is 2500 feet high, one of 
Ireland’s highest, and many people make the pilgrimage to 
the top each year. Our pilgrims climbed up to the statue of 
St. Patrick and then returned to the bus. Walking to the top 
is very rocky and treacherous and is an all-day climb.

After visiting Croagh Patrick, we traveled through 
beautiful lush green Irish countryside along the northern 

shore of the ocean so there were many spectacular views 
of the ocean and the mountains. We made a couple stops to 
take pictures along the picturesque roadway, including at 
the Doolough Valley, and Aasleagh Falls on the River Erriff. 
Our next stop was at Kylemore Abbey where we celebrated 
Mass on All Saints Day. The abbey is run by the Irish 
order of Benedictine nuns. After Mass, we took a shuttle 
to see the beautiful Victorian Gardens on the site. When 
we returned we visited the huge, beautiful castle, which 
was built by Mitchell Henry for his family. Unfortunately, 
his wife passed away at a young age while on holiday in 
Egypt leaving the husband and nine young children. Mr. 
Henry had her body brought back to the site, and she is 
buried in a Mausoleum there. In 1870, he had a small but 
beautiful neo-gothic church called the miniature cathedral 
built beside the castle in honor of his wife whom he loved 
dearly. He never remarried and is buried beside her in the 
Mausoleum. Following our visit to the abbey, we toured the 
village of Cong, the setting of the movie “The Quiet Man” 
starring John Wayne and Maureen O’Hara. We saw the 
statue of John Wayne and Maureen O’Hara as well as many 
of the storefronts featured in the movie. We completed 
the tour with a short reenactment of a couple scenes from 
the movie with members of our pilgrim group playing the 
parts. We enjoyed many laughs and lots of fun with our 
little “play.” (See attached pictures.) 

Aasleagh Falls
Immediate past National Regent Shirley Seyfried and her husband 
Dave at the foot of the statue of St Patrick at Croagh Patrick
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After our fun filled afternoon, the tour guide surprised us 
with a visit to the Connemara Marble Factory and store. We 
were given an interesting presentation about the different 
types and colors of Connemara marble which is native to 
Ireland. We were then given an opportunity to shop in the 
gift shop and see the many beautiful pieces of Connemara 
marble jewelry, ornaments, statues, and mementos. 

Thursday, November 2, 2017 
The final day of our pilgrimage began as we left our hotel 

in Galway to visit Galway Cathedral, called Cathedral of 
Our Lady Assumed into Heaven and St. Nicholas. It is the 
most recently built of the great stone Cathedrals of Europe, 
having been completed in 1965. According to our tour 
guide, the name of the church was interesting because it 
seems the “Our Lady Assumed into Heaven” was the name 
the Bishop and priest wanted but the parishioners wanted 
St. Nicholas. When the Bishop dedicated the church, he 
called it “Our Lady Assumed into Heaven, the crowd 
gasped loudly, and he quickly added “and St. Nicholas,” 
thus the unusual name of the Cathedral. We arrived at the 
Cathedral just as Mass was beginning, so we attended 
the daily Mass with their congregation. After visiting the 
Cathedral, we drove to Clonmacnoise Cathedral, which 
originated in the 6th century and where we found ruins of 
a Cathedral, two large towers, three large crosses, and a 

large cemetery. The grandparents of the bus driver/tour 
guide were buried there. We then completed our pilgrimage 
of Ireland by driving back to Dublin in time to do a little 
last-minute shopping. We had our last supper in the hotel. 
At this time thank you gifts were presented by National 
Regent Helene Shepard and the Executive Committee to 
our wonderful tour guides, to Father Mauer for celebrating 
Mass each day, and to Greg Shilling, our music director for 
all the Masses. We then packed to get ready to fly home on 
Friday, November 3rd. 

Doolough Valley

Clonmacnoise cemetery and ruins

Sanctuary of the Cathedral of Our Lady Assumed into Heaven 
and St Nicholas in Galway
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National Regent Helene Shepard was awarded 
the Inaugural Dorothy Day Service Award from 
SOAR! (Support Our Aging Religious), one of the 

five Catholic Daughter National Projects. She received 
the award at SOAR!’s annual awards banquet in New York 
City. The event was attended by many Catholic Daughters, 
including the entire national board, whose members flew 
to New York from California, South Dakota and other 
states across the country for three days of meetings and to 
support Helene and SOAR!. 

Upon accepting the award, Helene presented a check 
for $10,000 to SOAR! President Sister Kathleen Lunsmann 
on behalf of Catholic Daughters nationwide. The Catholic 
Daughters are proud that in addition to donating 
generously through the years, they were instrumental in 
providing “seed money” when SOAR! was formed in the 
summer of 1986.

The Dorothy Day Service Award is a new award for 
volunteer service that was instituted by SOAR!’s board 
of directors. It recognizes individuals for “volunteerism, 
leadership and advocacy work to promote the common 
good and for working to move beyond community service.” 

SOAR! chose to honor Helene with this award “for the 
Catholic values she models, the talents she willingly 
shares, and the gift of herself which keeps on giving. 
Helene has long been admired by the SOAR! staff and 
board of directors for her generosity of spirit.”

Kathryn Caballero, chair of the board of SOAR!, 
commented that Helene is an inspiration to her as a 
professional woman able to lead and motivate others with 
kindness. Sister Kathleen added, “Helene is a true servant 
leader. She leads by example from a foundation of faith – 
and that is a gift.” 

Helene said that she supports SOAR! because of the 

SOAR! Honors Helene Shepard  
With Special Award

National Regent Presents SOAR! With $10,000 Check
Tom Panas
National Public Relations Director
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“tremendous impact” Catholic Sisters have had in her life. It 
began during her school days at St. Catherine of Alexandria 
School in Brooklyn and the Academy of the Sacred Heart of 
Mary in the Bronx and continued through her association 
with the Sisters of the Catholic Apostolate (also known as 
the Pallottine Sisters) from 1957 to the present. Helene says 
that the Pallottine Sisters have “enhanced my spirituality 
and helped me broaden my outreach as a Catholic woman.”

Helene became a Catholic Daughter in 1982 and is a 
member of Court Margaret Mary #768, Monroe, New 
York. She later instituted Court St. Ann, Mother of Mary 
#2419, Washingtonville, New York, while remaining a 
member of Court Margaret Mary. She worships at St. Mary’s 
Parish in Washingtonville where she has been active for 44 
years, serving as lector, Eucharistic minister, founder and 
director of St. Mary’s Little Lambs Preschool, chairman of 
the first building campaign, and currently, a parish trustee. 

“I am honored and humbled that SOAR! chose me as 

the recipient of this first-time award,” Helene said. “In 
my personal life and in leadership service to the Catholic 
Daughters I strive to give back to individuals, church and 
community in the spirit of Christ. It is especially heartwarming 
to be given this award by SOAR!, which has been so generous 
to our beloved sisters, who have, in turn, been so generous 
to me from my Catholic childhood to today.”

All of you can be proud of this award honor bestowed 
upon Helene, and through her, to the Catholic Daughters. 
And proud as well of your ongoing generosity to our 
wonderful National Project, SOAR!.  

National Board Meets at Headquarters
Left to right, National Directors Rose Holschlag, Essie Walker, Susan Moné and 
Marialice Sagan; First Vice National Regent Sherry Nilles; National Directors 
Carol Bogacz and Peggy Guckin; National Regent Helene Shepard; National 
Director Susan Hicks; National Regent-Elect Olga Samaniego; National Director 
Carolyn Bachmann; National Secretary-Treasurer Emily Guilherme; National 
Director Arline Rich; and Second Vice National Regent Vickie Feist.
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Take a moment to visualize a tree growing alone in 
the forest. Look closely, the tree has a number of 
branches. However, this tree has two faults: the 

tree is alone, and it only produces knots. The best trees 
are those that grow together in a grove. When trees grow 
tighter, they grow taller and straighter; they grow together 
producing many strong branches. 

Just like the trees, families grow stronger when there 
is togetherness especially when the family members 
come together to love one another unconditionally, pray 
together and come together in support of family, church 
and community. 

As God’s family, we are all one people. There must be 
the presence of God and His love. True love comes from 
a profound harmony between family members. Love is 
something that each member should feel in her heart 
which will allow each member to experience the beauty of 
togetherness. Family on earth should be patterned after 
our family in heaven. If a family is going to come together 
as one and maintain the family relationship, there must be 
expressions of love. 

Each member must learn to maintain that love for one 
another during the good times and the difficult times. 
A strong family focus is devoted to the wellbeing and 
happiness of all members. If a family member is suffering, 
other members should come to his/her aid. This is why 
we should continue to work hard at being one. Family is 
where members learn the social graces of loyalty, love, 
cooperation and trust. As a family, we are called to love 
and show love to everyone. We cannot close our hearts to 
people without closing our hearts to God. 

Family members are meant to take care of each other. 
Praying for each other is a huge factor in our daily lives. Not 
only does prayer bring people closer together, it is a source 
of strength. We must remember that praying for families 

can be done in a variety of ways….by praying in your prayer 
closet, praying together as a family unit, and praying 
with friends. We must realize that prayer is needed in our 
personal and family lives. When we pray as one, we should 
pray for peace and protection. Praying the Rosary and the 
Lord’s Prayer are important elements in this process. Let us 
continue to be of one accord and pray for one another. 

Unity is one of the greatest joys when families and the 
community can come together and work as one in peace 
and harmony. Families are more unified in sharing their time 
and talent, which allows them to serve others. Together 
families can
• mentor those seeking spiritual guidance, 
• plan a visit to a nursing facility in the community, 
• feed the homeless, 
• collect food for the parish pantry, 
•  offer assistance to displaced members in the community 

and around the world, 
• visit a children’s home, 
• buy food for a homeless person on the street, 
• become a mentor in a grade school, 
•  start a prayer group in the community and invite all faiths, 
• organize a walking group, 
• include a physical fitness class as part of your meetings, 
•  open your meetings with asking each member what they 

are thankful for, 
•  plan a trip as a group to visit members who are 

homebound, 
• plan a blood drive, 
• visit or make cards for our veterans. 

 
 When families and church communities come together 

as one, they will spread love, pray for one another and meet 
the needs of others. As a family and church community, we 
will continue to be one in Love, Prayer and Unity. 

One in Love, Prayer,  
and Unity Essie Walker

National Director
Family Chairman
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Leadership is really about life. As a daughter, wife, 
mother, sister, or grandmother, you are called to be 
a leader in your home and with your family. That is 

where the first skills of a leader are learned. The same rules 
that apply to life apply to leadership. Where and how does 
a person, family or court start?

The first and foremost rule for our courts to be great 
and good is that all must work together to become one. 
Resistance, especially to change, causes a split in our 
courts and the loss of the ability to become one.

Never argue with the one in charge. There may be 
differing opinions. Ask whether you can give yours. No 
room for discussion? Be courteous. Attitude shown by 
rolling of eyes, exasperation or rudeness only causes more 
dissent and a negative feeling for the court.

Don’t criticize the court regent or any officer. Much more 
work will be accomplished by working as one. Negativity 
during a meeting is uncomfortable. Members may choose 
not to attend a meeting when criticism is a part of the court 
meeting. 

Give 110 percent effort all the time. Be willing to make the 
extra effort. More effort means more results. You will seem 
motivated and helpful. Your court will be alive and well if 
every member gives more than just what is expected. 

If things go wrong, reflect on the lesson taught, then 
move on. Smile and start again tomorrow.

Be flexible and willing to listen to other ideas. Always 

give your best, and your court will flourish and grow. 
When representing the Catholic Daughters, look better 

than the average, and you’ll be treated better than the 
average. People will notice and be more interested in being 
a part of this organization. Appearance is key to success. 

Opportunities are limited only by your desire to work 
and your imagination. Only you can guide your court to be 
more than ever imagined. Be open to new ideas or changes, 
especially from a new member. 

Fear of failure can weigh you down like an anchor and will 
prevent your court from going places.

Don’t fear failure, but know that getting where you’re 
going will take work. Working together as one will enhance 
the life of your court.

You are part of a team, not just an individual. Every 
member of Catholic Daughters has special gifts and talents. 
Help those who may be a weak link. Every court should 
follow this rule. It is no longer me, but us. You are a leader 
in Catholic Daughters. Working as one, every court will 
attract new members.

Joining Catholic Daughters is an opportunity to make the 
world better for all God’s people. Treat it like an adventure, 
and it will be one of the happiest times of life. Get the most 
out of it. Be involved in the many aspects of the court. This 
opportunity may never come again. Savor your time in 
Catholic Daughters. Both you and your court will be the 
best that can be! 

Sherry Nilles
First Vice National Regent
National Leadership Chairman

We are One
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Disasters 

& Faith
In the past two months, we have seen the best and worst 

of nature: a stunningly beautiful summer followed by 
one of the most destructive hurricane seasons in US 

history, one of the worst fire storms some states have seen 
in decades, and a devastating earthquake in Mexico City. 
We’ve also seen the best and worst in human beings: the 
selfless responses and acts of heroism out of Houston, 
Austin, Beaumont, Corpus Christi, Galveston, and Victoria, 
Texas, as well as in Florida, Puerto Rico, and Mexico – and 
the devastating and heart wrenching massacre in Las 
Vegas committed by a single man. The past two months 
have opened our eyes to tremendous suffering but also to 
tremendous blessing.

When Harvey hit Corpus Christi and waters in Houston 
began rising, when the bullets in Las Vegas began flying, and 
when the true devastation of Puerto Rico was understood, 
many started asking, “Where is God in this? Where is He in 
the midst of innocent people suffering and dying?”

It is a good question and one I asked in the midst of 
watching CNN reports and breaking news. Where is God 
amid our suffering? The answer is simple: He is in the people 
who rush to our aid in times of need – He is in the men and 
women who launched their boats into flood waters from 
the freeways in Dickinson, Texas, to come to the rescue of 
people clinging to rooftops. God is in the First Responders 
who ran towards the gunfire, towards victims they felt 
compelled to save. God is present in the people of Mexico 
City who dug with desperation through the rubble for family 
members and school children. God is at work in those of us 
watching, prompting us to drop to our knees in prayer for 
those afflicted. He is busy working miracles in hospitals and 
giving comfort through the volunteers handing out coffee 
and hot meals to those who have lost everything. 

It is imperative to remember that in times of crisis, WE 
are the presence of God. We CAN do something to help – we 
can pray, donate blood, donate supplies, call for legislative 

change; even when it feels like we’re helpless we can, in 
fact, help. This is one of the reasons why I am proud to be 
a Catholic Daughter.

Catholic Daughters of the Americas have been not only 
praying unceasingly for everyone affected by the numerous 
disasters, but also acting: CDA has raised almost $40,000 
from various members and courts. These funds have been 
given directly to those suffering most in Puerto Rico, 
Texas, and Florida (the three pictures are from the Florida 
disaster). Pallets of flashlights and batteries have been 
sent to Puerto Rico as it is being reported they may be 
without power until December. We have sent aid to those 
impacted by the fires in Napa, Santa Rosa, and Anaheim 
and the latest in Ventura County, California. Donations are 
still being accepted for relief efforts. By God’s grace, we are 
able to be the responders who meet despair and loss with 
hope and comfort.

If you are among the people having your faith tested 
through this devastation, remember and cling to the words 
of Jesus, “In this world, you will have trouble. But I have 
overcome the world.” (John 16:33) He also tells us, “I will 
never leave you orphans.” (John 14:18) St. Paul reminds 
us in Romans 5, “We even boast in our afflictions, because 
we know that suffering produces endurance, endurance 
produces proven character, and proven character hope, and 
hope does not disappoint.”

May we continue to be the hope in the world; may we 
continue to cling to Christ in times when it seems the world 
is darkest. May the peace and love of Jesus Christ be with 
each of you. 

Emily Guilherme
National Secretary Treasurer
National Projects and Charities Chairman



Greeting CDA Members!
The 57th Biennial National Convention will be 

held in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, a city named after 
the waterfall created during the last ice age about 14,000 
years ago in the Big Sioux River. The city boasts more than 
70 parks and greenways with the best known being Falls 
Park, established around the city’s namesake waterfalls. 
The 2018 Catholic Daughters of the Americas Convention 
will be held July 18-22, 2018, with pre-convention tours July 
15-17 and a special post-convention tour July 22-24. 

This is a convention you will certainly want to attend. 
State Regent Brenda Anderson and Immediate Past State 
Regent Barb Wiechmann are working hard with the South 
Dakota Convention Committees to provide you with a most 
delightful trip to South Dakota’s largest city. Not only are 
they thrilled to be hosting the first national convention ever 
held in South Dakota, they are also inviting all attending 

the convention to a special evening celebration of the 100th 
anniversary of the South Dakota State Court!

You will surely want to arrive early for the convention to 
enjoy some delightful tours all day Sunday and Monday 
as well as Tuesday morning. On Tuesday July 17, the 
convention headquarters at the Sheraton Hotel and the 
Denny Sanford Arena will be hopping with informative and 
helpful workshops during the afternoon and a concert by 
renowned Catholic recording artist Kathy Troccoli in the 
evening. 

National conventions are about so much more than just 
the meetings to be sure.  They are about celebrating our 
faith through rich liturgies, deepening our relationship 
with our Lord Jesus Christ, enjoying time relaxing with CDA 
friends old and new, and growing our knowledge of all that 
is CDA. 

Come to experience this wonderful mid-western city on 
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    Serve the 
     Lord with 
gladness! 
                      

—Psalm 
100:2
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the plains. In it you will find a park system with a paved 16-
mile path used for biking, jogging, and walking that weaves 
through the city, the 50-acre Great Plains Zoo & Delbridge 
Museum, an outdoor campus in Sioux Falls at Sertoma Park 
where it has several outdoor areas and acreages devoted to 
fish and wildlife, a unique and exciting exhibit of outdoor 
sculptures displayed year-round in downtown Sioux Falls 
by the name of SculptureWalk, the Washington Pavilion 
(housing two performing arts, a visual arts, and a science 
center), highly acclaimed Butterfly House and Aquarium, 
and much more!

While wandering in Sioux Falls, who knows- you may run 
into current/previous residents such as women’s MIMA 
fighter Shayna Baszler; comic strip artist and cartoonist 
of Hägar the Horrible Chris Browne; professional football 
player [Indianapolis Colts (2003–2011), Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers (2012–2013), Baltimore Ravens (2013–2014)] 
Dallas Clark; MLB infielder Dusty Coleman; architect Wallace 
Dow; astronaut Michael E. Fossum; Entertainment Tonight 
television personality Mary Hart; the actress best known 

for her role as Betty Draper on television series Mad Men, 
January Jones; Sioux Falls born head coach of NFL’s St. Louis 
Rams Mike Martz; Access Hollywood television personality 
Pat O’Brien; co-star of “Starsky & Hutch” David Soul; 
professional pool player Shane Van Boening; or maybe actor 
of Guiding Light and One Life to Live Jerry verDorn.

While in Sioux Falls you will have the opportunity to taste 
a wide variety of cuisines including Guatemalan, Mexican, 
Irish, Chinese, Middle Eastern, Japanese, Brazilian, Italian, 
and American. With over 700 restaurants in Sioux Falls, you 
will be able to find bistros, steak houses, burger joints, 
microbreweries, classic diners, sports bars, sandwich 
shops, bakeries, pizzerias, grills, and sushi bars. 

Convention packets were mailed in December. Be sure to 
return your delegate forms and look for more convention 
details in this issue and the spring edition of SHARE 
magazine as well as the March Convention mailing that 
will contain much information including the convention 
registration forms. I am looking forward to seeing each of 
you as you arrive at the Sheraton Hotel.

See you in Sioux Falls!
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2018 NATIONAL  
CONVENTION TOURS

Multi-Day Tours
JULY 15– 17
TOUR HIGHLIGHTS: 
• The Corn Palace in Mitchell 
• The “Dignity” sculpture in Chamberlain 
• Badlands National Park Look Scenic Byway 
• The Crazy Horse Memorial 
• Nightlife in the Historic Outlaw Town of Deadwood 
• Iron Mountain Road 
• Custer State Park
• Needles Highway 
• The Historic 1880 Train Ride 
• Shopping and Free Time in Keystone 
• The National Mount Rushmore Monument 
• Spearfish Canyon 
• Badlands National Park Look Scenic Byway
• Wall Drug
• Al’s Oasis

Leaving Sioux Falls hotels at 9:00AM July 15.
Arrive back to hotels at 8:30PM July 17.
55 maximum, 44 minimum  
$339/pp double, $509/pp single

JULY 22-24
TOUR HIGHLIGHTS: 
• The Corn Palace in Mitchell 
• Nightlife in the Historic Outlaw Town of Deadwood 
• Iron Mountain Road 
• Custer State Park
• Needles Highway 
• The Historic 1880 Train Ride 
• Shopping and Free Time in Keystone 
• The National Mount Rushmore Monument 
• The Crazy Horse Memorial 
• Spearfish Canyon 
• Badlands National Park Look Scenic Byway 
• Al’s Oasis
• The “Dignity” sculpture in Chamberlain

Leaving Sioux Falls hotels at 12:00PM July 22.
Arrive back to hotels at 10:30PM July 24.
55 maximum, 44 minimum  
$339/pp double, $509/pp single

Sunday Tours
Sunday July 15
Live Music & Sangria Sunday- 12:30PM- $48 
• Strawbale Winery (5 wine tastings included with live music)
• Transportation, wine tasting, chair rental included. Outdoor event.
• Minimum 30, light pace, 4 hours

Mystery Room Puzzle Experience- 6PM - $55 
• Escape 605 Mystery Room
• Transportation and all booking fees included.
• Minimum 30, light pace, 2 hours

Sunday, July 15- Tours
Registration and Tours

Monday, July 16- Tours
Registration and Tours

Tuesday, July 17- Workshops/Concert
Registration, Tours in the AM
8:15 AM- Adoration & Benediction
9:00 AM- Mass
1:00-2:30 PM- CDA workshops
3:00-4:30 PM- CDA workshops
Choir Practice- late afternoon
Committee Meetings- late afternoon
7:00 PM- Concert featuring Kathy Troccoli

Wednesday, July 18
8:15 AM- Adoration & Benediction
9:00 AM- Opening Mass of the Convention
10:30 AM-Opening Session of the 2018 Convention
12:30 PM-  Past National Directors’ Luncheon
2:30-5:00 PM- Business Session
5:00 PM- Candidates Social Hour

Thursday, July 19
8:15 AM- Adoration & Benediction
9:00 AM-  Memorial Mass
10:00 AM- Elections (delegates only)
10:45 AM- Business Meeting
12:30 PM-  State Regents’ Luncheon
2:30-5:00 PM- Business Session
6:00 PM- State Dinners

Friday, July 20
6:30 AM- Walk/Run for Love
8:15 AM- Adoration & Benediction
9:00 AM- God and Country Mass 
11:00 AM- Business Session
12:30 PM-  Clergy & Men’s Luncheon
2:30-5:00 PM- Business Session
6:30 PM- South Dakota Fun Night

Saturday, July 21
9:00 AM- Closing Business Session
10:45 AM-  Retiring of the Colors
2:00 PM- Installation Mass
Appreciation Banquet in the evening
After Banquet Mass for those traveling

Sunday, July 22
9:00 AM- Closing Mass

July 22-24
Post-Convention Tour
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South Tour- 6:30AM-7:15PM - $99   
• Trinity Heights 
• Outlaw Trail in NE 
• Private lunch @ Murdo- Missouri River 
• House of Mary Shrine 
• Cathedral Tour
• 55 maximum, 44 minimum

North Tour- 8:30AM- 7:00PM - $89   
• Falls Park 
• Redlin Art Center w box lunch in commemorative tin 
• Wilde Prairie Winery or Shadé Winery tasting 
• Cathedral Tour
• 55 maximum, 44 minimum

Monday Tours
Monday July 16
South Tour- 6:30AM-7:15PM - $99   
• Trinity Heights 
• Outlaw Trail in NE 
• Private lunch @ Murdo- Missouri River 
• House of Mary Shrine 
• Cathedral Tour
• 55 maximum, 44 minimum

North Tour- 7:30am- 7:30PM - $89   
• Falls Park 
• Redlin Art Center w box lunch in commemorative tin 
• Wilde Prairie Winery tasting 
• Cathedral Tour
• McCrory Gardens
• 55 maximum, 44 minimum

Tour of Sioux Falls- 9:00AM - $75 
• Sioux Falls bus tour
• Old Courthouse Museum 
• Falls Park
• Lunch (on own) 
• Butterfly House & Aquarium
• Cathedral Tour 
• Local Bakery/ice cream, 
• Downtown Sculpture Walk
• Transportation, entrance fees, and afternoon refreshment included.
• Minimum 30, moderate pace, 8 hours

Nature Lovers Tour- 9:00AM - $50 
• Falls park, 
• Mary Jo Wegner Arboretum, 
• Butterfly House & Aquarium
• Transportation and entrance fees included.
• Minimum 30, light/moderate pace, 3-4 hours

Historic Sioux Falls- 1:00PM- $45
• Sioux Falls bus tour 
• Old Courthouse Museum 
• Falls Park, Cathedral (includes tour)
• Transportation included
• Minimum 30, light pace, 3 hours

Sanaa’s Mediterranean Restaurant 8 Course Dinner- 
6:00PM - $50 
• Sanaa Abourzek chef (Beat Bobby Flay competitor) meeting and meal

•  Meet at restaurant- no transportation included. 8 course 
Mediterranean meal including dessert and coffee, tea, or soda.

• Minimum 30- Maximum 80, light pace, 3 hours

Mystery Room Puzzle Experience- 7:30PM- $55 
• Escape 605 Mystery Room
• Transportation and all booking fees included.
• Minimum 30, light pace, 2 hours

Tuesday Tours 
Tuesday July 17
South Tour- 6:30AM-7:15PM - $99
• Trinity Heights 
• Outlaw Trail in NE 
• Private lunch @ Murdo- Missouri River 
• House of Mary Shrine 
• Cathedral Tour
• 55 maximum, 44 minimum

North Tour- 7:30am- 7:00PM - $89
• Falls Park 
• Redlin Art Center w box lunch in commemorative tin 
• Shadé Winery tasting 
• Cathedral Tour
• McCrory Gardens
• 55 maximum, 44 minimum

Tour of Sioux Falls- 9:00AM-  $75 
• Sioux Falls bus tour
• Old Courthouse Museum 
• Falls Park
• Lunch (on own) 
• Butterfly House & Aquarium
• Cathedral Tour 
• Local Bakery/ice cream, 
• Downtown Sculpture Walk
• Transportation, entrance fees, and afternoon refreshment included.
• Minimum 30, moderate pace, 8 hours

Nature Lovers Tour- 9:00AM - $50 
• Falls park, 
• Mary Jo Wegner Arboretum, 
• Butterfly House & Aquarium
• Transportation and entrance fees included.
• Minimum 30, light/moderate pace, 3-4 hours

Historic Sioux Falls- 8:00AM- $45
• Sioux Falls bus tour 
• Old Courthouse Museum 
• Falls Park, Cathedral (includes tour)
• Transportation included
• Minimum 30, light pace, 3 hours

Sanaa’s Mediterranean Restaurant 8 Course Dinner- 
6:00PM - $50 
•  Sanaa Abourzek chef (Beat Bobby Flay competitor) meeting and 

meal
•  Meet at restaurant- no transportation included. 8 course 

Mediterranean meal including dessert and coffee, tea, or soda.
• Minimum 30- Maximum 80, light pace, 3 hours
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Catholic Daughters 
of the Americas®

Catholic Daughters 
of the Americas®

Name

Court

Address

City

State Zip

Email

Phone number

Payment Plan

Type of Pledge 

Signature

Mail application and a check, made payable to 
CDA 1903, to:

Catholic Daughters National Office 
10 W 71st Street 
 New York, NY 10023

Membership
Enrollment

Form for the

For additional information about
membership in the 1903 Society,

please log on to catholicdaughters.org

O
rd
er
#
19
03

Catholic Daughters 
of the Americas®

10 West 71st Street
New York, NY 10023

212/877/3041

cdofanatl@aol.com

catholicdaughters.org



Classes of Membership
Perpetual Membership $1,903.00

Ten Year Membership $190.30

One Year Membership $19.03

Open Membership any donation accepted

Perpetual Membership 
Payment Plans

We understand a pledge of Perpetual
Membership can be a considerable
undertaking; therefore, we have come up
with several payment plan options for you:

10 Year Plan 120 monthly 
payments of  $15.85

5 Year Plan 60 monthly 
payments of $31.71

3 Year Plan 36 monthly 
payments of  $52.86

Or, if you prefer, 
make just one payment of  $1,903.00

There is a payment for every pocket!

Why do we need  
this special society?

Our National Headquarters building,
located at 10 West 71st Street in
Manhattan’s historic Upper West Side, 
is not only the home of our National
Office and the place of employment 
for our support staff, it is a treasure
which belongs to every member of the
Catholic Daughters of the Americas.

The care and preservation of this Grand

Old Lady is, likewise, the responsibility 
of each and every member of our order.

Please consider what you, your court,
your state can do to help preserve our
history to secure our future.

How do you join?
1. Discuss the options and possibilities

with your family or court. 

2. Decide upon a payment plan that is
comfortable for you.

3. Complete and submit the attached
Enrollment Form.
 
Think about a one time donation
to 1903 

A pledge may be made as a memorial, in
honor of an individual, in appreciation for
someone…whatever you want.

Take the Pledge
Now is the time to: 

• Memorialize a member, friend or loved one

• Give a lasting gift that makes a difference

• Show your love of CDA with a personal

pledge or donation

Upon completion of your pledge as a
Perpetual Member of the 1903 Society,
you will enjoy these added benefits:

• Your name inscribed on a plaque 

at National Headquarters.

• Certificate of Membership

• 1903 Society Membership Pin

Any State, Court or individual can pledge
to become a member of the Society and
support the upkeep and maintenance of
our beautiful, historic brownstone in 
New York City. Please consider joining.

These old buildings do not
belong to us only, they belonged 

to our forefathers and they 
will belong to our descendants.

We are only trustees 
for those that come after us. 

—William Morris
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IOWA COURT CELEBRATES CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY
Court Ave Maria #302, Des Moines, Iowa, celebrated its 100th anniversary 

with a special Mass concelebrated by Bishop Richard Pates, Bishop Emeritus 

Joseph Charron, Court Chaplain Msgr. Robert Camberlain, and four other 

priests. Fourth Degree Knights of Columbus served as honor guard. Special 

guests included National Regent Helene Shepard, Iowa First Vice State Regent 

Karen Kasparbauer, and Knights of Columbus State Deputies Jon Aldrich and 

Antonio Banderos. A reception in the social hall followed Mass. After the meal, 

Chairperson Peg Jacobson thanked the All Saints and St. Francis of Assisi 

parishes for their contributions to the celebration. Helene Shepard gave a 

plaque to the court and Karen Kasparbauer presented a certificate from the 

Iowa State Board honoring the occasion. In the photo, front, left to right, Karen 

Kasparbauer and Helene Shepard; back, Jon Aldrich and Antonio Banderos.

Participants pause for a photo during their anniversary celebration.

NINETY-THIRD ANNIVERSARY FOR PENNSYLVANIA COURT
Court St. Mary #890, Reynoldsville, Pennsylvania, held a banquet to celebrate its 93rd anniversary.  The musical entertainment was 

spiritually uplifting and enjoyed by court members and guests.  Everyone received a booklet with information covering the last 93 years 

with special quotes from court members. Favors and door prizes brightened the tables and a special cake with the CDA emblem and colors 

was delicious and beautiful. Court St. Mary was also happy to welcome two guests who became members. 

IDAHO COURT CELEBRATES 70 
YEARS
Court Our Lady of the Lake #1447, Coeur d’Alene, 

Idaho, celebrated its 70th Anniversary with Mass 

followed by a delicious brunch.  National Regent 

Helene Shepard was guest speaker. In the photo, 

left to right, Suzanne Elfsten, treasurer; Jennifer 

McDonald, secretary; Charlene Rayner, vice regent; 

Deacon Eric Shaber, chaplain; Louise Bluhm, Idaho 

state regent; Rev. Mariusz Majewski, state chaplain, 

Helene Shepard,  Beth Franz, first vice state regent; 

and Mary K. Russell, state treasurer. Knights of 

Columbus Honor Guard stands in the background.
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TEXAS COURT HOSTS BABY SHOWER FOR BIRTHRIGHT
Court Ave Maria #2001, Houston, Texas, hosts a baby shower for Birthright of Houston every February. (According to its website, Birthright, 

“welcomes women facing unplanned pregnancies, regardless of age, race, religion, marital status or financial situation. Our services are 

free, non-judgmental and confidential.”) Prior to this year’s baby shower the court was asked for emergency help because Birthright’s 

shelves were empty and fifteen women were about to give birth. The court responded by donating over $1,000.00, plus diapers and baby 

clothes for newborns up to three months old. Participating court members in the photo, back row, left to right, Lisa Johnson, Lupe Stauffer, 

Pat Dworaczyk, June Pero, Cindy Maiorana, Gail Rodriguez, Paula Sposato, Barbara Levandoski, Kim Chavez, Margaret Rutledge, Judy 

Christy, Judy Maniscalco, Court Chaplain Rev. Dan Scheel, Kathy Ehlinger, Eileen Colleton, Georgia Popp, Linda Towne, Rosalind Hebert, 

Maria Marquer, Paulette Farek, Christine Hablizel, Jeanette Pawelek, Madeline St. John, and from the Birthright organization, Mariana 

Flores. Front row, left to right, Catherine Guillory, Helen Cantu, Marianne McCue, Pat Schoener, Mary Thompson, Dolores Zdunkawicz, 

Doris Knobloch, Martha Bayer, Beth O’Dowd, Maria Mackey and Margaret Sanchez.
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TENNESSEE COURT HELPS PREGNANT WOMEN
Court Our Lady of the Rosary,  #2624, Bristol, 

Tennessee, donated to the Abortion Alternatives and Crisis 

Pregnancy Center, whose purpose, according to its website, 

is “to honor the Lord by seeking to prevent abortions, thereby 

recognizing the sanctity of human life from conception.” The court 

further explained that the center assists with pregnancy tests, 

clothing, housing, medical/legal assistance, adoption referrals 

and community education, all free of charge. In the photo, left to 

right, Past Regent Gina Rossetti, Regent Carol Reynolds, Center 

Director Joe Kerns and Rev. Nicholas Mammi, pastor, St. Anne 

Catholic Church.

FRIENDSHIP BASKET FROM  
NORTH DAKOTA COURT
Court Father Tracy #2121, Bowman, North Dakota, was asked 

for financial assistance to purchase supplies for the St. Bernard 

Catholic Mission School. The court responded with a fun, creative 

solution to raise funds by initiating a “Friendship Basket.” A 

basket was passed from member to member and a donation for 

the mission, along with a small personal gift for the next member, 

were placed in the basket. It was a very successful project that 

raised $670 for the school. Among the participants, each holding 

their friendship basket, left to right, Kathy Murray, Agnes Kitzan 

and Regent Terry Walter
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FIRST RESPONDERS HONORED BY NEW 
MEXICO COURT 
Court Santa Cruz #1298, Las Cruces, New Mexico, hosted a “Red, 

White and Blue Mass” for all local first responders in Las Cruces 

at Holy Cross Catholic Church. Mass was celebrated by Court 

Chaplain Rev. Richard Catanach. Following Mass, snacks for 

fellowship were shared by all. In the photo, participants dressed 

in red shirts stand with Father Catanach.

SCHOOLKIDS GET SUMMER LUNCH FROM NEW 
YORK COURT
Court St. Ann Mother of Mary #2419, Washingtonville, New York, 

was thanked for participating in the summer lunch program “Food 

for Kids” for children in the local school district. Now in its third 

year, more than 1200 meals were distributed during a two-week 

period this summer. In the photo, John Flores, left, from the Food 

for Kids Program, holds a plaque of appreciation thanking the 

court, while court members Regina DeFazio, Betty Ann Bancroft, 

Vice Regent Nannette Murray, Mary Spear, Cheryl Curran, Attilia 

DePaolo, Jane Hosford, Pat Cooney, Janet Heidemann, Fran 

Longo and Grace Alcaro stand behind the “Food for Kids” sign. 

Also pictured are members of Our Lady of Lourdes Council #5890 

Knights of Columbus who also assisted in the program.

CALIFORNIA COURT SUPPORTS PRO-LIFE 
WITH BABY SHOWER
Court St. Raymond #2057, Dublin, California, held its annual baby 

shower to help women with unplanned pregnancies. A playpen 

was displayed in the vestibule of St. Raymond Church to receive 

shower gifts from parishioners and court members stationed 

themselves outside the church to accept cash contributions. The 

court then delivered the gifts and donations to a local Birthright. 

Pictured from left to right are Past Regent Nita Volker, California 

State Regent Karen Bootz, Financial Secretary Maureen Laubacher 

and court member Emily Ong.

GUAM COURT PROVIDES SOUP KITCHEN  
WITH WATER
Court Our Lady of Camarin #2047, Hagatna, Guam, donated 

cases of bottled water to the Kamalen Karidad Catholic Soup 

Kitchen as part of their monthly Quality of Life Project to help feed 

the homeless. In the photo next to the bottled water for the soup 

kitchen, seated, left to right, Elizabeth Untalan, Dolores Aflague, 

Vice-Regent Mary Torres and Connie Cruz. Standing, left to right, 

Regent Terry Alegarbes, Julia Viloria, Celerina Cruz, Priscilla Muna, 

Remy Taijeron, Annie Unpingco, Evelyn Rodriguez, Tina Sablan and 

Amparo Garcia. Not shown, Rowena Morada, photographer.
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Participants stand on the lawn in front of the church behind a sign 
announcing the rally.

SOUTH DAKOTA COURT JOINS ROSARY RALLY
Members of Court St. Ann #1121, Pierre, South Dakota, attended 

a Rosary rally at Saints Peter and Paul Catholic Church in Pierre. 

The event was held in observance of the 100th anniversary of 

Our Lady of Fatima and the Miracle of the Sun.  Approximately 50 

parishioners, court members and Knights of Columbus attended.
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Standing behind the CDA banner and the many lovely gifts collected from the baby shower, left to right, Imelda Castro, Connie Olivarri, Yolie 
Singh, Palmira Aguirre, Melissa Faz, Susan Silva, Maria Marr, Catherine Leos, Barbara Tamez, Judy Ortiz Luna, Zoila Casillas, Laura Carmona, 
Belinda Kiger, Rita Espinoza, Silvia Cantu, Eva Ortiz, Gilda Granado and Carmen Trevino.

TEXAS COURT HELPS VULNERABLE WOMEN AND BABIES 
Court St. Dominic of the Rosary #2682, San Antonio, Texas, hosted a baby shower to help the Allied Women’s Center (which states on 

its website, “Since 1994, Allied Women’s Center has operated Catholic crisis pregnancy centers in San Antonio which assist over 2,000 

women annually and save the lives of hundreds of babies each year from abortion.”) The court and St. Dominic Catholic Church community 

came together for a fun-filled afternoon from which more than $2900 worth of baby gifts and $668 in cash was donated to the center in 

support of its mission, “Saving Babies, Helping Families.” 

VETERANS HELPED BY LOUISIANA COURT
Members of Court St. Theresa of Avila #1955, Gonzales, Louisiana, 

collected 198 packs of Kleenex, over 100 t-shirts, 219 pairs of 

socks and 36 books for the Southeast Louisiana War Veterans 

Home. Court members delivered the assembled items to the home 

and were welcomed with open arms by the veterans. “It is surely 

a humbling and honorable experience,” the court said, “to be 

able to thank those who served our country and protected our 

freedom.” In the photo court members arrive outside the veteran’s 

home with their gifts.



32  SHARE • WINTER 2018

N
E

W
S

&
N

O
T

E
S

TEXAS STATE HOLDS  
ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING
A three-day Biennial Organizational Meeting was held for Texas 

Circle of Love State Chairmen, District Deputies, Past State Regents 

and other appointed State Chairmen. Texas State Officers planned 

the multi-layered agenda which featured general sessions on the 

Overview of District Deputy Duties and Jeopardy for CDA, which 

offered insightful questions on the Tools and Resources needed 

for successful courts. Rev. Gregory T. Labus, Texas state chaplain, 

provided spiritual guidance through Masses, Morning Prayer and 

Night Prayer. Texas Past State Regents provided suggestions 

to the State Court on how to “Live in Unity and Charity through 

Daily Actions” and “Promote Respect Life CDA Projects.” State 

Chairman Reports were presented on the Circle of Love Program 

components. A special Commission Ceremony organized by the 

State Ceremonial Coordinator for District Deputies closed out the 

meeting. In the photo, Theresa Beltran, Texas state secretary; 

Melodie Brunt, first vice state regent; Rosie Stockwell, state 

regent; Rebecca Brown, second vice state regent; and Mary Jane 

Albert, state treasurer. Back, center, Father Labus. “Leadership is 

a joy,” Rosie Stockwell said.

PAST REGENTS MASS HOSTED BY  
NEW YORK COURTS
Court Little Rose #1300, Ellenburg and Court Our Lady of the 

Snows #1548, Lyon Mountain, New York, hosted a Past Regents 

Memorial Mass at St. Bernard’s Church in Lyon Mountain. Chief 

celebrant was The Most Rev. Terry LaValley, Bishop of Ogdensburg, 

with con-celebrants Father Higman, Father Menard and Father 

Flynn, assisted by Deacon Francis Siskavich. Bernard Grogan 

was organist and the St. Bernard’s Choir sang. The celebration 

continued at the American Legion. In the photo, guest speakers 

New York State Regent Heather Rave, lower left, and National 

Regent Helene Shepard, on her right, are joined by other attendees 

on the steps of the church.

LOUISIANA COURT ATTENDS QUARTERLY 
COURT COMMUNION
Members of Court Notre Dame #1452, Alexandria, Louisiana, 

gathered at Mass to participate and pray together for 

their Quarterly Court Communion. Court members assemble for 

this occasion every quarter as part of their Circle of Love spiritual 

ministry.  Pictured in the photo, back, left to right, Suzanne 

Evans, Shelley Michiels, Debra Newton, Cheryle Verzwyvelt, Janet 

Tompkins, Connie Stemmann and Helen Feduccia. Front, left to 

right, Cathy Lacour, Regent Elsie Campbell, Linda Gauthier, Bea 

Jones, Linda Jenkins and Joan Lanius. Attending but not pictured: 

Anna Ryland and Deni Beach.

MINI-RETREAT FOR TEXAS COURT
Court Sacred Heart of Mother Teresa #2570, Flatonia, Texas, hosted 

a mini-retreat in which Sister Digna Vela, IWBS (Incarnate Word 

and Blessed Sacrament), presented a program featuring “Our 

Relationship with God: Prayer.” Sister Digna treated the attendees 

to beautiful music, thought-provoking questions, and prayer 

instruction based on The Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius of Loyola 

and Lectio Divina. One exercise was to read a bible verse while 

concentrating on a particular phrase and asking God for help to 

understand the meaning of the phrase in one’s life. Approximately 

40 women participated. In the photo are Louise Barcak, Isabel 

Garcia, Sister Digna, Kathleen Svatek and Virginia Olsovsky.
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MARYLAND COURT BRINGS JOY TO NURSING 
HOME RESIDENTS
A team of eleven members of Court St. Joseph #2300, Eldersburg, 

Maryland, visit the Transitions Nursing Home each month. They 

help residents play bingo for small prizes and enjoy homemade 

cookies and fun treats. The team brings smiles to the residents’ 

faces by dressing in a theme each month, such as bunny ears 

for Easter. The Transitions Life Enrichment Director told the 

court, “You are such a great asset to our facility and definitely 

the residents love you all.” In the photo are Pat Benedictis, Elena 

Hodgkiss, Midge Weber, Cheri Hundertmark, John Hundertmark, 

Toni Giordano and Kathy Monteil. 

CALIFORNIA COURT THANKS CLERGY  
AND RELIGIOUS
Court St. Joachim #2553, Madera, California, held a potluck dinner 

to thank their parish priests (Oblates of St. Joseph) and sisters 

(Sisters of the Immaculate Conception). “Thank you for teaching, 

guiding, and inspiring us every day,” the court said to them. “Most 

of all, thank you for bringing us closer to Christ. You are a wonderful 

example of God’s love at work.” In the photo, left to right, Sister 

Isabel Lopez, Mother General Maria Isabel Moraza, Sister Monica 

Martinez and Sister Esperanza Fernandez. Not pictured, but 

sincerely thanked nonetheless, Rev. John Warburton, Pastor Rev. 

Shaji Athipozhi, Rev. James Catalano and Rev. Gustavo Lopez.

FUN AND FRIENDSHIP FOR  
MASSACHUSETTS COURTS
Several Massachusetts courts gathered for an enjoyable afternoon 

of food and fellowship. Court St. Joseph #1475, Medway, invited 

Court St. John Eudes #987, Hudson, Court St. Bernadette 

#2410, Framingham and Court Queen of Peace #2724, Foxboro, to 

join the festivities. Court members were aided in the cleanup by the 

Rev. Joseph Cassidy Council #5231, Knights of Columbus, Medway. 

It was pleasant, casual dining enjoyed by all. In the photo, relaxed 

participants “smile for the camera.”

STATE CONVENTION IN COLORADO
The 46th Biennial Colorado State Convention was hosted by Court 

Holy Family #1794, Security, Colorado. The convention theme 

was “Our Faith in God Means We Are Never Alone.” All three 

Colorado dioceses and nine out of Colorado’s eleven courts were 

represented. A full slate of state officers was elected for a two-year 

term. Rev. Nathanial Hines of Colorado Springs was installed as the 

new Colorado State Chaplain. National Secretary-Treasurer and 

Colorado State Advisor Emily Guilherme attended. The Very Rev. 

Michael Sheridan, bishop, Diocese of Colorado Springs, presided 

over the opening and closing Masses. In the photo, front row, left 

to right, Patricia Lynch, Colorado state secretary; Barbara Barnes, 

first vice state regent; Bonnie Valcik, state regent; Lucy Gasaway, 

second vice state regent; and Evelyn Irving, state treasurer. Back 

Row, Emily Guilherme and Father Hines.



34  SHARE • WINTER 2018

N
E

W
S

&
N

O
T

E
S

HOMELESS SCHOOLKIDS HELPED BY 
MARYLAND COURT
At its annual Soiree, Court St. Louis, # 2579, Clarksville, Maryland, 

collected school supplies to fill 48 brand new book bags for 

homeless students being assisted by the Grassroots Crisis 

Intervention Center. The many items donated by court members 

were sorted and organized by two granddaughters of a court 

member, Grace and Charlotte Enright (front, left, in photo). 

During the soiree, Ayesha Holmes, director of Grassroots, said 

that there are 400 homeless children in the county schools every 

school year. She described the situation where clusters of families 

live in wooded areas adjacent to parks and towns in spring, 

summer and fall. During the winter some live in their cars or use 

interdenominational, church-sponsored cold weather shelters, 

while others survive by “couch-surfing” at friends’ homes or 

sharing an apartment or rooms. Many adults in most severe need 

are new veterans. At the conclusion of the evening’s program, the 

court expressed a desire to do more for homeless families and 

individuals, an appropriate project under Circle of Love “Families.”

VERMONT COURT “FLOATS” FOR  
CHILDREN’S SAFETY 
Court St. Veronica #1273, Hardwick, Vermont, entered a float in 

the annual Hardwick Kiwanis Spring Festival Parade. The theme 

was “Kiwanis & Communities Inspiring Children’s Safety.” Court 

members borrowed a school bus from the local bus company and 

decorated it with safety quotes. Joe Young, husband of Regent 

Jeannine Young, drove the bus in the parade. The court’s entry was 

awarded third place. In the photo, Vermont State Treasurer and 

Immediate Past Regent Doris Voyer stands next to the rented bus 

decorated with the court’s creative safety messages, including the 

compelling “Safety is not expensive, it’s priceless!”

MINNESOTA COURT JOINS  
WORLD DAY OF PEACE
Court St. Rita #409, Perham, Minnesota, joined Knights of 

Columbus Assembly #1733 in a World Day of Peace on the 16th 

anniversary of the September 11 attack. A Patriotic Rosary, led 

by Grand Knight Mark Strege and Knight Al Schumacher, was 

prayed for the country, states, and national and state leaders. 

The ceremony called for the United States to be a light for all 

nations and that peace reign throughout the land and beyond 

all boundaries. In the photo, left to right, Regent Dianne Rohde-

Szarke, Mark Strege and Publicity Chair Fuzz Hammers.

ANNUAL STATE LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE  
IN LOUISIANA
The annual Louisiana State Leadership Conference was hosted by 

Court Regina Pacis #1372, Natchitoches. Among the courts attending 

were Court Notre Dame #1452, Alexandria; Court Bishop Desmond 

#1459, Alexandria; Court Monsignor Van der Putten #2029, 

Marksville; and Court Saint Matthew #1144, Monroe.  Louisiana 

State Regent Connie Dronnette and members of the state court 

presented topics for discussion and teaching that included Circle 

of Love, budgets, financial review, newsletters, fundraising, 

education, membership and development. In the picture, standing, 

are attendees, regents, vice regents, district deputies and state 

chairmen. Seated, left to right, Louisiana state officers Margaret 

Comeaux, Louisiana state secretary; Dawn Fortenberry, first vice 

state regent; Connie Dronette, state regent; Pam Melancon, second 

vice state regent and Becky Shillings, state treasurer.
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MASSACHUSETTS CAMPUS COURT MEETS FOR 
FALL SEMESTER
Campus Court Stonehill College #2623, Easton, Massachusetts, 

held its first meeting of the fall semester, opening with 

Mass celebrated by Court Chaplain Rev. Rick Gribble. The newly-

elected officers installed by Father Gribble in the ceremony 

during Mass are pictured, left to right, with Court Advisor Peggy 

Reiche, far left: Emily Daversa, financial secretary; Celia Dolan, 

regent; Father Gribble; Jessica Costello, recording secretary; 

Sarah Hunter, vice regent; Patricia Adams, advisor. Not pictured: 

Joanna Vodola, treasurer.

TEXAS COURT VOLUNTEERS FOR VACATION 
BIBLE SCHOOL
Members of Court Our Mother of Peace and Unity, #2487, 

Livingston, Texas, joined a week-long VBS (Vacation Bible School). 

They volunteered as teachers, director, music leaders and the 

kitchen chefs who took care of the children’s meals for the week. 

Pictured on the last day of the VBS are court volunteers with Court 

Chaplain Rev. Joseph Chau Nguyen, front, far left, near two of the 

children, one below him, one above.

TEXAS COURT CELEBRATES 100TH FATIMA 
ANNIVERSARY
Members of Court Our Lady of the Snow #2100, Plano/Richardson, 

Texas, were invited to the home of Vice Regent and Spiritual 

Enhancement Chair Suzanne Delcambre to commemorate the 

100th anniversary of the Fatima apparitions. On a lovely spring 

day they sat beside the garden and a statue of Mary and recited 

the Fatima Rosary. A banner stating the importance of praying the 

Rosary for America was behind them. It was a beautiful spiritual 

event, the court said. Surrounded by good friends and sharing 

stories about Fatima, they enjoyed an al fresco luncheon. In the 

photo, seated, left to right, Recording Secretary Jacelyn Hoffman, 

JoAnn Seberger and Margarete Swayden. Standing, left to right, 

Financial Secretary Juanita Connally, Treasurer Kitty Danek, Patti 

Mix, Patricia Carr and Suzanne Delcambre.

NEW YORK COURT TREATS SENIOR CITIZENS 
TO LUNCH 
Court St. Clare #912, Great Kills, New York, hosted its second 

annual “Golden Age Spring Luncheon” for approximately 65 senior 

citizens from local parishes. The annual event is an opportunity 

for elderly individuals who are ambulatory, but don’t get out 

often, to socialize. The seniors were treated to a delicious buffet, 

games, raffles, live music, cookie decorating and a healthcare 

presentation. Caring court members donated items for “goody 

bags” and a great time was had by all, as can be seen in the photo 

of seniors enjoying their lunch and good company.
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NEW MEXICO HOLDS FALL RETREAT/WORKSHOP
The New Mexico State Fall Retreat/Workshop was held in September at Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary in Albuquerque. There were 149 

attendees representing 27 of the 31 New Mexico courts, as can be seen in the photo showing a large gathering. State officers present included 

Mexico State Regent Angelina Romero; First Vice State Regent Angela Herrera; Second Vice State Regent Yvette Griego; State Secretary 

Catherine Collins; State Treasurer Rosie Duran; and State Chaplain Monsignor Anthony Bolman.

ALASKA COURT HELPS BISHOP’S APPEAL
Charter members from Court Our Lady of Mercy, #2726, Fairbanks, 

Alaska, attended the kick-off event for the Bishop’s Annual 

Appeal in the Diocese of Fairbanks. In the photo, front row, left 

to right, Christine Kluka, court historian, Nancy Kelly, treasurer, 

Ramona Berry and Italia Carson. Back row, left to right, Anna Maria 

Mouton, Colleen Zeek, The Very Rev. Chad Zielinski, Bishop of 

Fairbanks, Bea Garcia, regent, and Judith Weier, vice regent.

WEST VIRGINIA COURT CELEBRATES CORPUS 
CHRISTI SUNDAY
Court Martinsburg #392, Martinsburg, West Virginia, in 

partnership with St. Joseph’s Church, celebrated Corpus Christi 

Sunday with prayers to increase vocations. After noon Mass, 

court officers and parishioners followed members of Knights of 

Columbus #1189, dressed in regalia, who carried the canopy and 

led Rev. John Buckthese Chinnappan, O.C.D., and the monstrance 

in a procession through the downtown area. Upon returning to the 

church, Father Buckthese placed the monstrance on the altar for 

adoration and court members led the Rosary. Adoration continued 

throughout the night until the next morning’s prayer, benediction, 

and daily Mass. In the photo, court officers followed by Knights 

walk down the steps of the church to begin the procession.

TEXAS COURT CELEBRATES FATIMA 
ANNIVERSARY
Members of Court St. William Our Lady of the Hills, #2415, Round 

Rock, Texas, joined others to celebrate the 100th Anniversary of 

the Apparition of Our Lady of Fatima. In the lower front of the 

photo is a labyrinth floor mat designed and produced by the Junior 

court. The Juniors also released a balloon Rosary after the outdoor 

Rosary procession.
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FIRST VICE NATIONAL REGENT VISITS  
IOWA COURT
Court St. Joan of Arc #428, Creston, Iowa, welcomed First Vice 

National Regent Sherry Nilles who spoke to the court and 

answered questions about Catholic Daughters history. Sherry and 

her husband Lee bravely rode motorcyles to the meeting! In the 

photo, following Sherry’s presentation, left to right, Carol McKee, 

recording secretary; Retta Ripperger, regent; Sherry Nilles; Alice 

Reed, treasurer; and Kay Kinsella, financial secretary. 

GOLD ROBING CEREMONY FOR CALIFORNIA 
STATE OFFICER
Newly-elected California State Regent Karen Bootz was honored 

with a Gold Robing Ceremony that included Mass celebrated 

by Most Rev. Armando Xavier Ochoa. The event coincided with 

the Feast of Our of Lady of Czestochowa, who is Karen Bootz’ 

patroness. In the photo are California State Treasurer Mary 

Beasley, Second Vice National Regent Vickie Feist, Bishop 

Armando Ochoa, State Regent Karen Bootz, Second Vice State 

Regent Tess Chiampas and State Secretary Eileen Bagwell.

SECOND PLACE FOR MINNESOTA  
NEWSLETTER EDITORS 
Cindy Bullerman of Court Santa Maria #247, Adrian, and Deb 

Lutmer, Court St. Bernard #886, Lismore, are all smiles after 

receiving second place award in the CDA National Newsletter 

Contest. Cindy and Deb were co-editors of Voice of the Lakes, the 

Minnesota state newsletter, from 2015-2017. They received the 

award at a summer workshop in Slayton.

TEA TIME FOR TEXAS COURT
Court Mercy of Jesus #2407, Tomball, Texas, held its third 

Annual High Tea/Membership Drive with the theme Tea Around 

the World. Each table was formally set for tea time in different 

countries, including Britain, the United States, China, India, 

Argentina and Ireland. Court members did a great job decorating 

the tables and dressing the part to present information about 

each country’s tea. Hostesses at each table served a variety of 

scones, sandwiches and desserts. Sixty-five attended and the 

court said there is great potential for new members. In the photo, 

“nicely dressed for tea,” left to right, Dorothy Teal, Rose McKee, 

Rosalie Melia, Sandra Warhol, Diane O’Donnell, Mary Hunter, 

Maggie Zanco and Elaine Steinbach.
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NEVADA COURT HONORS PASTOR 
Court Our Lady of the Valley #2118, Las Vegas, Nevada, celebrated 

the 50-year Viatorian Jubilee of Pastor Rev. Richard Rinn. “Father 

Rinn,” the court said, “is truly an amazing and well respected 

priest in the valley.” Pictured at the celebration behind the cake 

and a gift for Father Rinn, left to right, Lourdes Caeg, JCDA leader; 

Eleanor Aruiza; Loy Jo Prado, financial secretary; Father Rinn; 

Nancy Scarbro, recording secretary; Leonie Frisbee, vice regent; 

Bernadette Lopez-Garrett, regent; and Rhonda Sharp.

MICHIGAN COURT ASSISTS WOMEN’S RETREAT
Court Ludington #745, Luddington, Michigan, helped Deacon 

Leonard Luscomb host a deanery-wide Women’s Retreat at St. 

Simon Catholic Church. Court members joyfully played the role 

of “Martha” in seeing that food and refreshment were available 

to the retreatants. The retreat was led by Sisters Mary Paul and 

Damien Marie of the Franciscan Sisters of the Eucharist. The focus 

of the retreat was “The Message of Mary at Fatima,” a timely topic 

given the Centennial Anniversary of Fatima. Fifty women attended. 

Deacon Leonard felt drawn to organize the women’s retreat 

because the men have had a yearly retreat for some time and he 

felt parish women deserved equal time. In the photo are Sister 

Damien Marie, Deacon Leonard and Sister Mary Paul.

TEXAS COURT COMMEMORATES MEMBER’S 
100TH BIRTHDAY
Court Queen of Angels #1538, Wallis, Texas, celebrated Elenora 

Florian’s 100th Birthday at the court meeting on September 

11. Everyone enjoyed refreshments, cake and ice cream, and 

fellowship before the formal meeting. Elenora received an Award 

of Merit for 30 years of serving in “Unity and Charity,” a rose plant 

and a 30-year pin. In the photo, Elenora sits happily next to her 

birthday cake and roses.

NEW CHAPLAIN INSTALLED IN NORTH 
CAROLINA COURT
Court St. Bernadette #2629, Fuquay-Varina, North Carolina, 

installed Deacon Chuck Zlamal as the court’s newest chaplain 

during their September meeting. Deacon Chuck will also be 

spiritual advisor for Junior Court #2629. Pictured, left to right, 

Financial Secretary Connie Jonell, Deacon Chuck, Regent Teresa 

Cornett, Vice Regent Lori Smith, Treasurer Diane Rieke and 

Recording Secretary JoAnn Baudais.
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NATIONAL DIRECTOR VISITS KANSAS COURT
National Director Rose Holschlag visited Court Salina #1972, 

Salina, Kansas, for the court’s October meeting. Rose had 

ideas to help the court increase membership and offered good 

suggestions. “It was great to make a connection with Rose,” Past 

Regent Pam Keller said, “and very nice to ‘put a name with a face.’” 

In the photo, left to right, Marlene Hermes, financial secretary, 

Pam Keller, past regent, Rose Holschlag, Margaret Robertson, 

regent and Marlene Bonilla, treasurer.

NEW CHAPLAIN INSTALLED FOR  
NEVADA COURT
Court Our Lady of the Rosary #2226, Las Vegas, Nevada, celebrated 

Mass and the Installation of Chaplain Rev. Steven Hoffer. Father 

Hoffer is the court’s second chaplain during its 34 years so 

members also honored the memory of Monsignor Ben Franzinelli, 

the court’s first chaplain. Those present included, front row, left 

to right, Elda Garcia, treasurer; Kathy Balchunas, vice regent; 

Eileen Quinn, regent; and Kathie Light, financial secretary. Second 

row, Dottie Meyers, Rose Revil, Laurie Borgna, Beth Nelis, Nancy 

Oldham, Mary Vodrazka and Father Hoffer. Third row, Maria Urban, 

Dorothy Calabrese, Asuncion Cedron, Theresa Haddad, Jeri Flynn, 

district deputy. Fourth row, Rae VanHoven, Julie Williams and Kim 

DePatie. “We are happy to have Father Steve as our Chaplain,” 

the court said, “and we wish him and our court continued success 

together in our future endeavors as guided by God’s Will.”

FOURTH GENERATION MEMBER JOINS  
TEXAS COURT
Avery Allen, the newest of a four-generation family to become 

a member of Court Our Lady of The Bluebonnets #2268, Ennis, 

Texas, joined the court at the June meeting. In the photo, left to 

right, Avery; Avery’s grandmother, Treasurer Mary Ann Trojacek; 

and mom, Kim Allen. Avery’s great-grandmother, Margaret Spaniel, 

was not able to be at the meeting.

HUNDREDTH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATED BY  
NEW YORK COURT 
Joanna (Fenaughty) Larkin, a member since 1945 of Court 

Bernadine #185, Brewster, New York, celebrated her 100th 

birthday on August 30.  Three birthday parties honored this 

wonderful and special occasion. One was given by Brookdale 

Fillmore Pond, her assisted living residence; another was a family 

party attended by grandchildren, great grandchildren, nieces and 

nephews, at the home of Joanna’s son; and a third dinner party 

was attended by four friends who traveled from Michigan, Maine 

and Massachusetts to Bennington, Vermont, where Joanna now 

resides. Joanna was very active in Court Bernadine’s projects 

during her many years with the court, where she served as regent. 

In the photo are four generations of Larkins, front row, left to right, 

Nolan Larkin and Phineus Larkin; second row, John F. Larkin III, 

Joan Larkin and Matthew S. Larkin.
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CALIFORNIA STORY HAS NICE RING TO IT
Court Marian #1669, Lakewood, California, sent an engaging 

picture of Past Regent Sharon Baker showing the ring she wore 

while regent from 2014-2016. The court submitted the story with 

the clever pun, “This has a nice ring to it.” SHARE editors thought 

it would be nice to share this humorous phrase with the readers, 

along with the pleasant picture of the ring.

NEW YORK COURT CELEBRATES  
MEMBER WEDDING
Court Our Lady of the Lake #2585, Patterson, New York, announced 

the marriage of court member Tara Mead. Tara’s wedding took 

place at the court’s parish, Sacred Heart Church in Patterson, on 

Saturday, September 30. Court member and “sister of the bride” 

Christina Mead served as maid of honor. Tara can be seen in the 

photo with husband Tim Montini and Rev. Thomas Berg, who 

performed the marriage ceremony. “May God bless the marriage 

of Tara and Tim Montini,” the court said.

MINNESOTA STATE HOLDS HEALING MASS FOR CATHOLIC DAUGHTER
A Healing Mass was held at St. Ann’s Church in July for Irene Mulyck, Minnesota state publicity chairman and web chairman. Irene was 

suffering from cancer and in hospice care at the time of the Mass. Sadly, she passed away on August 19. A member of Court Winona #191, 

Winona, Minnesota, Irene was Regent at the time of her passing. The Mass had been organized by Minnesota State Spiritual Director Patti 

Johnson. Thirty-five Catholic Daughters from seven neighboring courts gathered for the Mass, which was con-celebrated by Minnesota 

State Chaplain Rev. Mark Steffl and Rev. Thein Nguyen. Court Queen of Peace hosted refreshments afterwards. Catholic Daughter thoughts 

and prayers go out to Irene and her family. In the photo, participants gather to offer hope and positive intentions to Irene.
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TEXAS COURT ANNOUNCES  
SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS
Court St. Paul #1604, Shiner, Texas, announced that seven 

members of the 2017 graduating classes of Shiner High School 

and St. Paul High School were awarded Catholic Daughter 

scholarships. The winners of Texas State CDA scholarships are 

pictured, back row, left to right, Stevie Peters, $750; Trinity Kusak, 

$750; Jessica Pesek, $1,000; and Noah Leist, $500. Winners of 

$500 scholarships awarded by Court St. Paul are front row, left to 

right, Allie Kutac, Mallory Grabarkievtz and Ryan Malinovsky. The 

scholarship winners paused for a photo following a Baccalaureate 

Mass offered for the 2017 Graduates of the Shiner Community at 

Saints Cyril and Methodius Catholic Church celebrated by Pastor 

and Court Chaplain Rev. Bryan Heyer.

SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS NAMED BY 
PENNSYLVANIA COURT
Court St. Victoria #646, Houtzdale, Pennsylvania, presented three 

scholarships to local high school seniors. The first place prize of 

$1,000 was awarded to Autumn Adams; second place $500 prize 

went to Thomas Gates; third place in the amount of $250 was 

given to Michaela Lucas. Seen in the photo are Thomas Gates and 

Michaela Lucas, who were being honored with their parents during 

the court’s annual picnic. Autumn Adams was absent when the 

photo was taken.

NEW JUNIOR COURT IN WISCONSIN
Congratulations to the new members of JCDA Court St. Clare 

of Assisi #2609, Monroe, Wisconsin. The court was instituted 

on Catholic Daughter Sunday, October 15. Members of 

sponsoring Court Mazzuchelli #2609, Green County, Wisconsin, 

joined the new Juniors for Mass at St. Victor Church of St. Clare of 

Assisi Catholic Parish. In the photo ten of the 19 new JCDA court 

members stand with Susan Hicks, National Director and member 

of Court Mazzuchelli.

MASSACHUSETTS EDUCATIONAL 
SCHOLARSHIP WINNER 
Court St. Bernadette # 2410, Framingham, Massachusetts, 

announced that Kathryn Daley was awarded the Rosemary Gavin 

Educational Scholarship. In the photo, Court Chaplain Rev. Peter 

DeFazio is giving a blessing as Kathryn, her mother Mary and 

court members look on. Court members in front row, left to 

right, Jennifer Shea, regent and Christine Goodreau, scholarship 

chairperson; back row, left to right, Cheryl Carderelli, Patricia 

Richenburg and Financial Secretary Alicia Baer. Kathryn and her 

mom and Father Peter are to the right of Christine as you look at 

the picture.
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CONTEST WINNER
Court St. Matthew #2640, Norwalk, Connecticut, proudly announces a 

national winner in the 2017 Education Contest. Rick Wang, a student at 

Our Lady of Fatima School, won second place for Poetry, Division 1. His 

poem, about feeding the needy and helping the poor, reflects the values 

taught in the Catholic schools and further enhances the CDA motto “Unity 

and Charity.” In the photo Rick is congratulated by Dan Steele, Our Lady of 

Fatima School principal.

Members of Junior Court Mary Immaculate gather together on JCDA Sunday.

DALLAS MEMBER SHARES “JOY OF CHAIRING A JCDA COURT”
“It was a huge leap of faith when my best friend and I started a JCDA Court,” said Genie Dunn of Court Mary Immaculate #1719, Dallas, 

Texas. “To our amazement, we ended our first year with almost 50 members!” That first year was a learning experience for JCDA Court Mary 

Immaculate as the junior officers gradually took ownership. Since then the Juniors have been finding new and helpful ways to help their 

parish and community. When Hurricane Harvey struck Houston, in August the Juniors responded proactively and with genuine compassion 

to help victims. “This is the future of our church and our CDA.” Genie said. “If your court does not yet have a junior court, what are you 

waiting for? The right time is now! The joy you will receive is priceless.” 

NEW HAMPSHIRE GRANDDAUGHTER 
WINS NATIONAL SCHOLARSHIP
Grace St. Louis, whose grandmother is a member of 

Court John Paul #2602, Penacook, New Hampshire, was 

awarded the $1000 national scholarship for an eighth 

grader entering ninth grade in a Catholic High School. 

Grace wrote in her essay that “Serving God isn’t all 

about doing big, important things. My faith has taught 

me that anyone can serve God. All you have to do is 

figure out where God is calling you to help and be willing 

to use your talents to help others.” In her thank-you 

note to National Regent Helene Shepard and National 

Director Arline Rich, Grace wrote, “I am excited to start 

high school and I’m grateful for the financial assistance. 

I know that my parents sacrifice to be able to send me to 

a Catholic School, and I’m glad that this scholarship can 

help pay for some of my expenses.”
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FIRST PLACE CONTEST 
WINNER FOR  
WISCONSIN COURT
Court St. Rose #1062, Wausau, 

Wisconsin, announced that Kassy Havel, 

a student at St. Anne’s School in Wausau, 

won first place in Art, Division I of the 

National Education Contest.  Kassy, 

holding her drawing and certificate, is 

in the front row of the photo, between 

Regent Pauline Riedl, left, and Lynne 

Stuemke, fourth grade teacher at 

St. Anne’s School. Sharing Kassy’s 

accomplishment, back row, left to right, 

Elaine Meyer, Court St. Rose education 

co-chair, and Terry Vechinski, principal of 

St. Anne’s School.
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Holding their certificates in the front, center, are scholarship winners Aleacia Messiah, Jessica Mendez and John Gibbens.

KNIGHTS TEAM UP WITH TEXAS COURT TO GIVE SCHOLARSHIPS
Court St. Joseph’s of Honey Creek #2260, Bulverde, Texas, joined Knights of Columbus Council #8521 of St. Joseph Catholic Church to 

award three scholarships to deserving high school graduates planning to attend Texas universities. Knights’ scholarship committee 

members were James Sulak and Terry Temple; Court St. Joseph members were Melody Walls and Gracie Canfield. Scholarship recipients 

were chosen based on the merits of academic performance, extracurricular activities and volunteer service at St. Joseph’s parish and 

within the community.

TWO SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED 
BY TEXAS COURT
Court Maria Galante #115, Austin, Texas, 

announced that Hannah Blood and Elisa Arguello 

were the recipients of $500.00 scholarships. 

The funds will be applied to their tuition at the 

Catholic High Schools they attend during the 

2017-2018 school year. In the photo, left to right, 

Hannah Blood, Elisa Arquello, Regent Margaret 

Myers, Vice-Regent Rachel Rocha and Court 

Chaplain Rev. Jay Polishetty.
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Pope Francis  
and the Caring Society
Edited by Robert M. Whaples, PhD
(Independent Institute, Oakland, California, 2017)

Pope Francis has made it very clear that a key theme of 

his papacy is care for the poor. The pope has openly 

criticized the consumerism, selfishness, indifference to the 

underprivileged and environmental harm that mark an increasingly 

secular western society.

This provocative book is a response to the challenge the 

pope has issued to all caring people to eliminate poverty. 

Grinding poverty, in the pope’s view, can lead to hunger, abuse, 

lack of education, disease, religious persecution, illiteracy and 

hopelessness. Poverty stunts human well-being and achievement 

and thus prevents people from fulfilling their God-given potential. 

In a call for those who have more to give to those who have less, 

the pope has stated, “There is a lot of poverty in the world, and 

that’s a scandal when we have so many riches and resources to 

give to everyone.”

Pope Francis and the Caring Society contains thoughtful essays by 

different authors that span the fields of theology, economics, history 

and ethics to show how a free-market economy can help to accomplish 

the pope’s goal of defeating poverty and enhancing human endeavor. 

The book grew out of a symposium hosted by the Independent 

Institute, a non-profit, non-partisan public policy research and 

educational organization. The book has been widely praised, and 

endorsed by people in many walks of life, including theologians.

“We are all called to serve and care humbly for others, 

especially those most in need, but how we do so is crucial in 

guiding our moral responsibility,” said Bishop Michael C. Barber, 

S.J., of the Diocese of Oakland, California. “Firmly rooted in our 

Christian tradition, the incisive and timely book Pope Francis and 

the Caring Society carefully examines this vital issue by applying 

natural-law ethical and economic principles.” Father Robert A. 

Sirico, pastor of Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Grand Rapids, 

Michigan, and president and co-founder of the Acton Institute, 

said the book provides a “non-polemical, serious and accessible 

set of commentaries with which anyone, regardless of religious or 

political orientation, will want to be acquainted.”

The book makes it clear that capitalism per se is not the big, 

bad enemy when it comes to eliminating poverty. In his foreword 

to the book, the late Catholic philosopher Michael Novak – who 

received the Templeton Prize for Progress in Religion in 1994 – 

asks whether capitalism is “the victorious social system,” and 

might be “the goal of countries now making efforts to rebuild 

their economy and society?” In his introduction, editor Whaples, 

a research fellow at the Independent Institute, enumerates the 

strengths and weaknesses of free-market capitalism.

On the plus side, he notes that capitalism accelerates 

technological advances and generates rising standards of living, 

life expectancy, education and leisure. As such, it can eliminate 

absolute poverty. “Capitalism gives people the incentive to be 

more virtuous and to serve each other,” Whaples writes. “There 

is a payoff to acting kind, caring, decent, and prudent – and 

practicing these virtues in the market can actually help turn us 

into better persons.” He adds, “Capitalism unleashes creativity – it 

is the essence of creativity.” But on the down side, notes Whaples, 

capitalism at its worst “can generate high levels of economic 

inequality” and “can lure people into focusing on crass material 

things and ‘frenetic activity’ rather than on more important things, 

especially spiritual matters and personal relationships.”

I was especially interested in the chapter titled “Pope Francis, 

Capitalism, and Private Charitable Giving,” by Lawrence J. 

McQuillan, PhD, and Hayeon Carol Park. McQuillan is a senior 

fellow and director of the Center on Entrepreneurial Innovation at 

the Independent Institute, and Park is a research associate at the 

Victims of Communism Memorial Foundation. “Numerous studies 

confirm the positive relationship between economic freedom and 

private charitable giving,” they write. They also cite the biblical 

example of the Good Samaritan who spent his own money to help 

a man he did not know who was desperately in need. Think about 

business entrepreneurs and philanthropists Bill and Melinda 

Gates and Warren Buffett and the millions they give away to 

charity every year.

This book made me think about charitable giving in biblical 

terms. No one forces us to give to charity. We give because we care 

about helping to build up God’s kingdom on earth, and because 

we want to alleviate suffering. Inequality is not God’s plan, for 

He cherishes each one of us. Ultimately this is a book of hope, 

and a timely one. Its wide-ranging, intelligent essays show that 

religion and economics need not be at odds, and that creative, 

caring, entrepreneurial individuals who give from generous hearts 

can help to lift people out of the bonds of poverty that enslave and 

marginalize them. 

Reviewed by  
Peggy Eastman



HOW LIBERTY CREATES
A MORE CARING WORLD

“We are all called to serve and care humbly for others, especially those most in need, but how we do 
so is crucial in guiding our moral responsibility. Firmly rooted in our Christian tradition, the incisive 
and timely book, Pope Francis and the Caring Society, carefully examines this vital issue by applying 
natural-law ethical and economic principles. Instead of command societies, cooperative, virtuous systems 
of enterprise, creativity, and charity are crucial to uplift people out of poverty, marginalization, and 
hopelessness; dignify people as purposeful beings through work and families; protect our environment 
for future generations; and bring us all into closer harmony with one another and to God.”

—Michael C. Barber, S.J., Bishop, Catholic Diocese of Oakland, California

“Pope Francis and the Caring Society provides the sound economic and ecological teaching that is 
missing. . . . the book initiates a debate that has the added benefit of educating its readers on the 
Church’s teaching on many issues like natural law and other moral and economic principles that would 
otherwise remain clouded.” —Crisis Magazine

100 SWAN WAY, OAKLAND, CA 94621-1428

Pope Francis’s call for uplifting the poor and protecting the 

environment has inspired discussions worldwide: What is the 

most effective way to fight poverty? And what value does a 

religious perspective offer in addressing moral and economic 

problems? Pope Francis and the Caring Society shows that 

compassion without comprehension is folly, objective analysis 

is a prerequisite of moral insight, and a market economy is an 

essential ingredient for human flourishing.
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