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We have a plan for every stage of life 
and every budget.  
If you’re age 65 or older, we offer Medicare Advantage 
Plans, Medicare Supplement Plans and Part D coverage for 
prescriptions. We offer coverage that complements or helps 
to fill in the gaps in Medicare. We will carefully explain all the 
options and take the guesswork out of coverage choices!

If you’re under age 65 or not eligible for Medicare, 
we do all the comparison shopping for you, and our goal is to 
make sure you and your family have the best coverage option 
available at the best possible price.

 No “one-plan-fits-all” approach – your health plan  
can be customized to your specific needs. 

 No rushing you through the process. 

 No obligation to purchase.

NEW Benefit for CDA Members    

IHCSB Affinity is a division of IHC Specialty Benefits, Inc., 5353 Wayzata Blvd, Ste. 300, St. Louis Park, MN, 
55416  (IHC SB), a licensed insurance agency. A technology-driven, full-service marketing and distribution 
company that focuses on small employer and individual consumer products through general agents, 
telebrokerage, advisor centers, and private-label arrangements. Catholic Daughters of the Americas (CDA) is 
contracted with IHC Specialty Benefits, Inc. CDA may receive financial remuneration for sales or referrals.
© IHCSB Affinity, 2020 

These concierge services are available through your association’s participation in the IHCSB Affinity Program. 

 Select New Health Plans 
for Every Budget 

 Affordable Short-Term 
Health Coverage  

 COVID-19 Benefits for 
Testing, ER Visits and More  

 Telemedicine

 Prescription Discounts 

 Dental Coverage

 And More!

Now It’s Simple & Easy  
to Get the Affordable 
Health Coverage You Need. 

Call now for your free rate quote. The Licensed Agents at IHC Specialty Benefits take 
the time to explain every option you may want to 
consider, and to answer any questions you may have. 

Any other questions?  
Just click here or give us a call. FIND OUT MORE

1-844-307-0478
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National Chaplain’s Message
Bishop Walker Nickless

D
EAR SISTERS IN CHRIST,

In these days, our world seems 
rife with division, envy, and hatred. 

Patience, compassion, understanding, and 
love seem scarce, and when they do appear, 
seem too often overwhelmed with knee-jerk 
negativity to have much impact. One might 
almost suspect that there is something in 
the human heart that prefers rancor and 
conflict!

But, has it ever truly been different? In 
the days when our Lord walked the earth in the flesh, 
His world was no less violently divided than ours – 
rich against poor, Romans against Jews, Jews against 
Samaritans, Pharisees against Essenes, and so many 
more. The Gospels give us many glimpses of that world’s 
strife, from the slaughter of the Holy Innocents to the 
Crucifixion itself.

Yet, Jesus taught us that it does not have to be this 
way. In the Parable of the Prodigal Son, for example, 
the sinfulness of both the wastrel younger son and the 
jealous older son are overcome by the father’s patience 
and generosity. Mary Magdalene’s life was utterly 
transformed by the Savior’s healing mercy. And the 
Samaritan woman at the well led her whole village to 
follow Jesus when, finding an open heart despite her 
sins, He invited her to recognize Him as the promised 
Messiah. Jesus consistently conquers evil with love. 

So, too, it should be for us. As Catholic Daughters, 
disciples of our Lord Jesus Christ, we have received His 
mercy and healing grace many times. The rancor in our 
hearts, our concupiscence, has frequently been soothed 
away by the peace that only He can give. We know, then, 
the joy that comes from accepting His invitation and 
allowing the divisions we have fostered by our sins to be 
healed by Jesus.

Knowing this, possessing these gifts, we are not 
meant to hoard them, but to magnify both them and 
Jesus, by reflecting His love to others. Indeed, “let all 
you do be done with love.” (1 Cor 16:14) This is not an 
easy thing, quite contrary, as it is, to the selfish and self-
serving ways of the world, the flesh, and the devil. But 
it is Christ’s way, and therefore it must be ours, at least 
to strive after as best we can, with the help of His grace 
and the example of the saints.

How, then, shall we plant and cultivate this divine 
love in our heart in place of our natural and sinful self-
love? The sacraments, of course, are indispensable in this 
project of discipleship, because they give us the grace 
to overcome our sinful habits and unite us to Christ. So, 

too, is a vigorous life of prayer, especially 
prayer rooted in the Scriptures, by which 
we slowly come to know God’s perfect will 
for us and learn to “love what He loves.” 
(Pope St. Leo the Great) Likewise, we must 
practice concrete acts of charity, giving not 
out of our abundance (which is easy and 
requires no change of heart), but out of our 
poverty, our “widow’s mite” (Mk 12:44) – 
meaning, here, not our money per se, but 
whatever it is that our wounded nature 

clings to in place of Christ; this we must learn to let go of 
in order to let His love possess us.

In addition to these, I would urge you to reflect on your 
vocation as a Catholic Daughter, that is, a beloved daughter 
of Christ. For example, in the motto, “Unity and Charity,” 
we already see the goal we pursue. We are called to love 
God and neighbor and to be united to God and neighbor. 
God loves us first, and, therefore, we are able to love Him. 
He gives us the Scriptures, the Church, the sacraments, 
and finally His Son, our Lord, as both proof and content of 
His love. By the same means, we come to know Him and 
to love Him. Love, then, unites us. 

Typically, with our neighbor, from whom we start out 
divided by original sin, we must make the first move to 
love. Christ frequently calls us to give some concrete 
witness to the good that we desire for them, so that 
they can respond. Like the father in the parable already 
mentioned, or like St. Monica, this may require years of 
patience, silent waiting, and prayer. Or, sometimes, like 
St. Catherine of Siena, this may require blunt and direct 
words. At times, like St. Theresa of Calcutta, this may 
require simply doing the right thing, regardless of the 
people around us, and letting our actions speak Christ’s 
love. We must never discount God’s extraordinary ability 
to touch another’s wounded or bitter or unloving heart 
through the simplest of our actions.

My dear Catholic Daughters, continue to follow this 
path! Your witness and fidelity, your kindness and 
generosity all make a great difference in the world. Jesus 
consistently conquers evil with love, and as much as we 
allow Him, He conquers both in us and through us. He is 
the Savior; we are His disciples. Therefore, with willing 
and humble heart, “let all you do be done with love.”  
1 Cor 16:14

Your brother in Christ,
Most Reverend R. Walker Nickless
Bishop of Sioux City
National Chaplain

Bishop Walker Nickless
National Chaplain



2  SHARE • FALL 2020

National Chaplain 
Bishop Walker Nickless

National Clergy Consultant 
Rev. Siby Punnoose

National Regent 
Sherry Nilles, Iowa

National Regent-Elect 
Emily Guilherme, California

First Vice National Regent 
Susan Moné, Arizona

Second Vice National Regent 
Essie Walker, North Carolina

National Secretary-Treasurer 
Connie Dronette, Louisiana

National Directors

Nancy Bambanek, Minnesota

Michele Bowman, Florida

Theressa Cersovski, Oregon

Ivone da Silveira, Puerto Rico

Dawn Fortenberry, Louisiana

Irene Gramza, Arizona

Barbara Jensen, Nebraska

Carolyn Malik, Texas

Darlene Moritz, Iowa

FALL 
2020

Fall 2020
Volume 50 | Number 4

AbouttheCover
A picture of the National Board members for 
the 2020-2022 term is on this issue’s Cover. 
Normally, this would have appeared in the 
Summer issue of SHARE which reports on the 
Biennial National Convention. However, as you 
know, the Convention was not possible this year. 
So the cover photo was taken in Des Moines, 
Iowa, during the Installation Mass and Banquet. 
Pictures of the Installation Mass can be found 
on the CDA Website in the Activities section 
and in this issue. Please wish our new Board the 
very best and keep them in your prayers for a 
safe and productive two-year term.

www.catholicdaughters.org

Editorial Offices:
Share Magazine
Catholic Daughters of the Americas
10 West 71st Street
New York, NY 10023
(212) 877-3041

Advertising Sales
Representative:
Tom Panas
(212) 877-3041
Email:
cdashare@aol.com

6
National Board Goals

9
Meet Our Legislative Chairperson 
Eileen Peterson

10
Quality of Life

12
Catholic Daughter  
Headquarters Building

14
Leading with Skills and Love

16
A Beauty Regimen for Your Soul

18
Navigating the  
Health Insurance Maze

26
National Staff



  CATHOLICDAUGHTERS.ORG  3

Contents

44

 1  National Chaplain's Message

 4  National Regent's Message

 28 Anniversaries

Departments

 29 CDA in Action

 31 Focus on Youth

 36 News & Notes

 40 People

Submission of materials for publication in Share: All articles, stories and items must be submitted electronically via email to Tom Panas at the following 
email address: cdashare@aol.com. They should be submitted in a Word document attached to your email or within the body of your email. Photos must be 
sent in JPEG format as attachments to your email. Beginning with the Fall 2015 Issue NO HARD COPY PHOTOS WILL BE ACCEPTED. Be sure to identify 
individuals in photo, “from left to right.” Deadlines for final emailing of materials for publication are: Spring issue - February 15; Summer issue - May 15;  
Fall issue - September 1; Winter issue - December 1. Due to limited space all material appearing in Share is evaluated for interest to readers, theme in 
keeping with the purpose of Share, educational, informational, and religious value to readers and date received. The publishers are not responsible 
for factual errors from information submitted by authors and readers.

The Catholic Daughters of the Americas has approximately 66,000 members in 1250 courts in the United States, Mexico, Guam, the Virgin Islands,  
Puerto Rico, Kenya and Peru.

22
The  
Installation  
Mass

Fatima: 
100 Questions  

& Answers about the 
Marian Apparitions

By Paul Senz

20
Manuela da 

Silviera 
CDA Woman of 

the Year



M
Y DEAR CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS,

Recently we were traveling to a neighboring 
city to celebrate a grandson’s 13th birthday. About 

fifteen minutes into our one-hour journey, a sign stated ROAD 
CLOSED. There was a detoured route that added twenty 
minutes onto our trip, which took more time, which caused us 
to be late for dinner. How frustrating!

It made me stop and think about the disruption that has 
been in everyone’s life these past several months due to the 
coronavirus. Traveling was difficult and almost impossible. 
Local businesses were forced to close. Masses were 
cancelled. Life events; weddings, Confirmations, First Holy 
Communions, graduations, parties and one major event that 
took much planning, our National Convention in Dallas, 
Texas, were cancelled.

In order to move on into the future, we needed to make 
major changes in our lives. Despite the setbacks and loss of 
gathering together, we needed to stay strong. Prayer needed 
to be present in our daily lives. The powerful sharing of 
Catholic Daughters praying together was available, thanks to 
the ingenuity of technology, and two women of strong faith 
who were computer savvy, Connie Dronette of Louisiana and 
Susan Champion Hicks of Wisconsin. 

National Regent’s Message

Sherry Nilles 
National Regent

There was passion, energy, prayerfulness and an eagerness 
to share their love for our wonderful organization. 
Passion to go on despite setbacks. This, too, will end. One 

day it will be just a memory and something we can share with 
future generations.
Energy that moved us to continue making a difference 

in the lives of all God’s people. Checking on our neighbors. 
Preparing food for those who are homebound.
Prayerfulness that helped us stay focused on what was 

important in our lives. Our families, our churches, those who 
were in need either because of loss of work or not able to 
feed and care for their families, our communities and all the 
members of our organization.
Eagerness to share a smile or a helping hand with love to 

anyone.
“Life is divided into three terms-that which was, which is, 

and which will be. Let us learn from the past to profit by the 
present, and from the present, to live better in the future.” 
William Wordsworth

As we enter this time of preparation for our Lord’s birth, 
there is an optimism that is truly uplifting. With God’s help, 
we will persevere and come out stronger and better because 
each one can “Let all you do be done with love.” 1Cor 16:14.
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u FATIMA FOR TODAY
� e Urgent Marian Message of Hope
Fr. Andrew Apostoli, CFR
In this authoritative, up to date book, Fr. Apostoli, foremost Fatima expert, carefully analyzes the Marian apparitions, requests, and 
amazing miracles that took place in Fatima, and cleales that took place in Fatima, and clears up lingering questions about their meaning. He challenges the reader to hear anew the call 
of Our Lady to prayer and sacri� ce in reparation for sin and for the conversion of the world. 
16 pages of photos.

FFFFATOP . . . Sewn So� cover, $18.95 FINDING FATIMA  Produced by the � lmmakers of the acclaimed � e 13th Day, this powerful documentary combines 
archival footage, dramatic reenactments, and original interviews with Fatima archival footage, dramatic reenactments, and original interviews with Fatima experts to tell the whole story of Our Lady of Fatima.experts to tell the whole story of Our Lady of Fatima.

FFAM 
archival footage, dramatic reenactments, and original interviews with Fatima 

FFAM 
archival footage, dramatic reenactments, and original interviews with Fatima 

. . .  90 mins, $14.95 
archival footage, dramatic reenactments, and original interviews with Fatima 

. . .  90 mins, $14.95 
archival footage, dramatic reenactments, and original interviews with Fatima 

    GREAT BOOKS & FILMS

   ON FATIMA

FATIMA MYSTERIES
Mary's Message to the Modern Age
Grzegorz Gorny and Janusz Rosikon

A lavishly illustrated, over-sized volume 
with glorious photographs and insights 

on the whole story of the apparitions of Our 
Lady of Fatima in 1917, perhaps the most 
important private revelations in Church 
history. A unique work on Fatima that pres-
ents the bigger story in pictures and detailed 
text of the historical events before, during 
and a� er Mary’s appearances. It underscores 
the serious nature of Our Lady’s requests for 
prayer and sacri� ce for the conversion of the 
world and salvation of souls, probing the mys-
teries of Fatima and their continued relevance 
for our modern age.
FATMH . . .  8 x 10 Hardcover, 400 pages, $34.95

In this authoritative, up to date book, Fr. Apostoli, foremost Fatima expert, carefully analyzes the Marian apparitions, requests, and 
rs up lingering questions about their meaning. He challenges the reader to hear anew the call 

aration for sin and for the conversion of the world. 

FINDING FATIMA — Produced by the � lmmakers of the acclaimed � e 13th Day, this powerful documentary combines 
archival footage, dramatic reenactments, and original interviews with Fatima archival footage, dramatic reenactments, and original interviews with Fatima experts to tell the whole story of Our Lady of Fatima.experts to tell the whole story of Our Lady of Fatima.

"A masterpiece! � e most comprehensive 
book ever on the Fatima apparitions.”
— Fr. Donald Calloway, Author,
Champions of the Rosary 

FATIMA  
100 Questions and Answers about the 
Marian Apparitions  — Paul Senz

The Blessed Virgin appeared six times 
in 1917 to three shepherd children in 

the tiny village of Fatima, Portugal. � e 
story and message of these apparitions 
have gripped the imagination of people all 
over the world, including simple believers, 
theologians, skeptics, scientists and popes. 
� is book presents 100 of the most common 
questions, with detailed answers,  to explore 
the context of these apparitions and why the 
requests of Our Lady are so important today 
for the Church and the world.
FHQAP . . . Sewn So� cover, $14.95

FATIMA FOR TODAY
� e Urgent Marian Message of Hope
Fr. Andrew Apostoli, CFR

In this authoritative, up to date book, 
Fr. Apostoli, foremost Fatima expert, 

carefully analyzes the Marian apparitions, 
requests, and amazing miracles that took 
place in Fatima, and clears up linger-
ing questions about their meaning. He 
challenges the reader to hear anew the 
call of Our Lady to prayer and sacri� ce in 
reparation for sin and for the conversion of 
the world.  16 pages of photos
FATOP . . . Sewn So� cover, $18.95

FATIMA    

The major new feature � lm tells the 
dramatic true story of the apparitions 

in 1917 of the Mother of God to three 
shepherd children in Fatima, Portugal. It 
portrays the great challenges the children 
encountered with family, government, and 
the Church to convince them of Our Lady’s 
appearances, and her urgent message to the 
world for prayer, penance and conversion, 
concluding with the spectacular Miracle of 
the Sun witnessed by over 70,000 people. 
Endorsed by the Vatican and Fatima Shrine, 
with original song by Andrea Bocelli. 
FATIMM. . . DVD, 113 mins, $22.95

In this authoritative, up to date book, Fr. Apostoli, foremost Fatima expert, carefully analyzes the Marian apparitions, requests, and 
rs up lingering questions about their meaning. He challenges the reader to hear anew the call 

aration for sin and for the conversion of the world. 

 Produced by the � lmmakers of the acclaimed � e 13th Day, this powerful documentary combines 
experts to tell the whole story of Our Lady of Fatima.experts to tell the whole story of Our Lady of Fatima.

P.O. Box 1339, Ft. Collins, CO 80522P.O. Box 1339, Ft. Collins, CO 80522

THE 13TH DAY 
Stylistically beautiful and technically innovative, this acclaimed 
movie on Fatima uses state-of-the-art digital effects to create 
stunning images of the visions and the � nal miracle of the sun 
that have never before been fully realized on screen.
13DM . . .  85 mins, $19.95

Stylistically beautiful and technically innovative, this acclaimed 

FINDING FATIMA
Produced by the � lmmakers of the acclaimed � e 13th Day, this powerful documentary 
combines archival footage, dramatic reenactments, and original interviews with Fatima 
experts to tell the whole story of Our Lady of Fatima.     FFAM. . . 90 mins. $14.95

   

In this authoritative, up to date book, Fr. Apostoli, foremost Fatima expert, carefully analyzes the Marian apparitions, requests, and 
les that took place in Fatima, and cleaFATIMA  les that took place in Fatima, and cleaFATIMA  les that took place in Fatima, and clea

www.ignatius.com

1-800-651-1531

In this authoritative, up to date book, Fr. Apostoli, foremost Fatima expert, carefully analyzes the Marian apparitions, requests, and 
les that took place in Fatima, and clea

In this authoritative, up to date book, Fr. Apostoli, foremost Fatima expert, carefully analyzes the Marian apparitions, requests, and 
les that took place in Fatima, and clea
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Connie Dronette,  
National Secretary-Treasurer

I am so excited and honored to serve as your 

new National Secretary-Treasurer. I pray for the Holy Spirit’s 

guidance in my duties and responsibilities. Our theme, 

“Let all you do be done with love,” (1 Cor 16:14) is one that 

challenges us to serve in unity and charity. My goal in living 

out our theme is to continue leading morning prayer on our 

National Facebook page. Please join me or catch a re-run 

when your schedule allows. Be assured of my prayers for 

you and your families. As always, love you bunches!

Susan Moné,  
First Vice National Regent 
 
As I begin a new term on the National Board in 

the office of First Vice National Regent, I look back over the 

past six years and the blessings that serving my CDA sisters 

has brought into my life. I am humbled and honored to 

accept the responsibilities that you entrust to me. I pray that 

God will continue to guide me along this journey to bring 

honor and glory to Him. As a member of the National Board, 

I have made many friends that I will always cherish, and I 

look forward to meeting many more. Being on the board has 

been an experience of growing in my knowledge, and my 

faith and has brought me closer to my Lord and God. Over 

the next two years, I will continue to work for the good of 

our organization by promoting growth in membership and 

encouraging all to work together in living out the Corporal 

and Spiritual Works of Mercy in Unity and Charity. We can all 

make a difference in our world. I like to remember and try to 

live the words of Mother Teresa, “There are no great things, 

only small things done with great love.”

Essie Walker,  
Second Vice National Regent

To each of you, I say thank you so much for the 

opportunity to serve and work with you for another 

two years. It is an honor to belong to an organization that 

embraces women and others through Unity and Charity. It is 

my goal to show an unspoken demonstration of love through 

my involvement in Spirituality, Leadership and Membership. 

There is no way to accomplish this goal other than through 

showing kindness, patience, and humility.

I will continue to offer daily prayers for my CDA sisters, 

our religious, the homeless communities, peace, families, 

and for the growth of our great organization. 

Membership and Leadership go hand in hand. Through 

my articles on Leadership, my goal is to share ways 

we can reach out to members with whom we have not 

communicated for a long period of time. As a leader, I feel it 

is important that we reach out to our senior members who 

paved the way for this great organization. Let us not forget 

our junior members who will one day carry on the legacy of 

the Catholic Daughters. 

Volunteering with the Charlotte Diocese remains an 

important part of giving of my time and talents. I will be 

forever grateful for having the opportunity to serve as a 

volunteer on the Elderly Ministries and to assist those in the 

community with the burial of their loved ones. 

It is my honor to continue to serve each of you with love 

in a capacity that will allow us to grow in Faith, Spirituality, 

Leadership and Membership.

Emily Guilherme,  
National Regent-Elect

One of my personal goals for the next two years 

is that I would like to be even more proactive and passionate 

on recruitment for this wonderful organization, so that all 

women can see the beauty and gift of CDA and how it can 

enrich their lives.

Executive Officers

National Board Goals
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National Directors Darlene Moritz, National Director

Let All You do be Done with Love 1 Cor. 16:14

Without goals, how do we know we have 

accomplished anything? Looking to the future in the 

Catholic Daughters my vision as National Director is to be 

there for anyone who wants or needs my help with patience, 

kindness and understanding as I, too, will be learning more. 

Learning never stops. 

Our Circle of Love which we are built on, has many 

opportunities to do something for others with love in our 

hearts and minds. Our goal with the Education Contest 

is to have the most involvement that is possible not only 

within members of CDA, children in CCD classes or parochial 

schools, but to maybe reach out to others in the community. 

Think outside the box for new ways to share with others in 

our communities where some don’t feel so loved. We are all 

in this together within our organization, and we can share 

those ideas to further our involvement to be the feet and 

hands of Jesus.

It is with great excitement to be a National Director for the 

Catholic Daughters of the Americas for the next two years 

that I look forward to working side by side with women of 

faith and love. 

 Barb Jensen, National Director

As one of your newly-elected National 

Directors, my main focus will be to make myself 

as available as I possibly can for you, my fellow CDA 

sisters. I want to be there for you, to help support you as 

needed, and, to learn and grow with you. I am looking 

forward to meeting many of you personally in these next 

couple of years. Whether by phone or email, no matter how 

far away we are from each other, we all have commonalities. 

Sometimes, all we need is a sounding board and sometimes 

we are the sounding board. We may need someone to pray 

with us or for us. All we can do is be the best that we can be. 

Through God’s love and mercy, anything is possible. I want 

others to feel loved by my actions and words. I am looking 

forward to working with you, and for you. If we are truly 

doing God’s will, then everything we do will be done with 

love. I would like to see all CDA sisters working together to 

do God’s will, not ours. I want to do what I can to make this 

happen; to be there with you and for you. Together, “Let all 

you do be done with love.” 1 Cor 16:14.

Carolyn Malik, National Director 

Of course, the first thing that comes to my 

mind is membership. We need to retain our 

current members and support courts in increasing 

their membership. We MUST be the organization that every 

Catholic woman wants to belong to and be involved in. 

Through our service to our churches and our communities, 

we are the Catholic Daughters of the Americas. Through our 

works and our actions, we are Jesus’ disciples here on this 

earth, and it is imperative that WE spread the word and the 

love of Christ in our communities and in this world. GO CDA, 

GO CDA! CDA Can Do Anything!

Dawn Fortenberry, National Director

Reflecting on this term’s theme, it is such a 

perfect fit for the Catholic Daughters because all 

we do, we do in the name of LOVE. I mean that’s what 

we are all about, right? As I move forward in my new position, I 

promise to greet everyone with kindness. I pray daily that God 

makes me the person everyone can recognize God through. 

That is challenging at times, but a little patience goes a long 

way. I am so passionate about our organization and spreading 

the good news about us to others. I have worked hard growing 

courts in the State of Louisiana and look forward to helping 

my States grow in number, but most importantly in fervent 

desire for CDA and serving God’s people.

 Irene Gramza, National Director

As I start my term as National Director, I ask for your prayers of encouragement. I will work diligently with the 

National Board to achieve the goal of spreading our mission to future members in Courts throughout the world. I will 

dedicate myself to the states I am assigned, providing encouragement in a world that seems to challenge us in new ways 

each day. My goals are to work with kindness, understanding, and gentleness of spirt and love from my heart, where I am needed 

in all aspects of my position. Know that you are in my prayers as I start this new journey in my life.
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 Ivone da Silviera, National Director

My goals for these two years as a CDA 

National Director will start with our National 

Regent Sherry Nilles’ theme, “Let all you do be 

done with love.” (1 Cor 16:14) So, with love, I will work for 

the Catholic Daughters of the Americas, and, with love and 

purpose, learn as much I can. My plan is to grow with and 

lead all our awesome CDA Sisters, with Love. By helping and 

guiding them, while praying together, I believe our faith will 

grow stronger every day. I hope to experience us as friends 

and as sisters we can count on. I know that God and Our 

Lady are with us together on our beautiful journey, guiding 

us to do their work here on earth. The work they ask of us is 

not always easy or the work we think we need to do, rather, 

what needs to be done. The main goal, therefore, is that as 

CDA sisters we grow to love and accept these roles we hold 

as their instruments here on earth willingly and graciously 

helping those in need. Recognizing that the beautiful gifts 

we receive for all our hard work are the loving nationwide 

friendships we make with our CDA Sisters in Christ.

Michele Bowman, National Director

 Volumes have been written about love. 

We all know the famous passages and adages 

from “love conquers all” to “All there is, is love” and 

many more. Love, defined as a strong feeling or personal 

attachment or passion, drives most aspects of our lives. Isn’t 

love for our faith and church why we initially joined CDA? 

Soon after, we were bonding, loving and praying with each 

other as a sisterhood.

Together, we reach out in countless ways to serve 

others and share God’s love, hence, the Circle of Love, our 

foundation. As a National Director, I want to encourage 

courts to thrive and even grow in spite of this unfortunate 

pandemic. We have an obligation to serve others. We can 

only do this if we keep our current members and invite 

others to share our mission. We need to think outside the 

box, be open to change, entice younger members and never 

forget our spirituality. I think Mother Teresa said it perfectly. 

“Prayer in action is love; love in action is service.” 

 Nancy Bambanek, National Director

Our National Regent, Sherry Nilles has 

chosen her theme for the next two years,  

I Corinthians 16:14 “Let all you do, be done with love.” 

I so resonate with this scripture passage. Catholic Daughters 

are or should be a shining example living these words out in 

our daily lives. Eight simple words that are so powerful in a 

complex world. We need to take inventory of our hearts and 

ask Jesus if all of our actions and words show this kind of love. 

Do we care for our sisters in our courts like He would? Is there 

a real sisterhood felt and lived within our courts? 

Have we accepted and loved our members right where 

they are? Or do we feel the need to change them into our like 

thinking? The word that describes all of this is HOSPITALITY. 

It is not a new word to us. 

Friendliness, warmth, welcome, kindness, openness, 

cordiality, generosity and love are words that mean 

hospitality. These words should describe our actions in our 

courts. Hospitality is present when something happens to 

us. It is absent when something happens to us. My goal for 

the next two years as your National Director is to increase 

hospitality in all courts, and the fruit will be my second goal, 

more, happier, engaged, loving members who want to be the 

hands and feet of Jesus.

Theressa Cersovski, National Director

“Let all you do be done with love.” (1 Cor. 

16:14) What powerful words Saint Paul writes 

to the Corinthians. These words were a part of Saint 

Thérèse of Lisieux’s “little way” which I have been trying 

to imitate because St. Thérèse is my patron saint. Thérèse 

lived her life devoted to Christ despite the many hardships 

she faced.

My goal as a National Director is to encourage all Catholic 

Daughters to recognize and strengthen their God-given 

talents and gifts. By imitating the love of Jesus Christ and 

the Blessed Virgin Mary, I look forward to meeting Catholic 

Daughter members and helping them to grow in Christ’s 

love, joy and forgiveness. God has blessed me over the 

years, and now it is time for me to share my blessings with 

CDA members. I am honored to help CDA members grow in 

their spirituality and service these next two years.

8  SHARE • FALL 2020
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Harold and I have been married for 37 years, and 
God has entrusted us with seven children: Marie 
Therese, Margaret Anne, Monica Anne, Michael 

Vincent, Mark Andrew, Matthew John and Maximilian 
Joseph. We are blessed to have three sons-in-law, one 
daughter-in-law, and we are awaiting our fifth grandchild 
in November.

Harold and I are products of Catholic Schools in Rockland 
County, NY, and we have always supported Catholic 
Education for our children.

When I was selected as one of the 225 singers for St. 
John Paul II on October 7, 1995, I heard these words and 
they penetrated to the depth of my being: “Be Not Afraid. 
Go to the Streets and Proclaim the Gospel of LIFE!” The 
words inspired me to become involved in pro-life activities.

Help of God’s Precious Infants, The Rockland County 
Catholic Coalition, Rockland County LIFE Chain and 
Rockland Right to LIFE Committee are in Rockland and were 
the answer to the need for greater Pro-Life involvement. 
The Rachel Ministry was formed for those who were 
wounded by the loss of LIFE at birth or prior to birth. The 
Rachel Ministry is still facilitating healing at the Marian 
Shrine in Stony Point. Our Lady of Guadalupe Rosarians 
was created after a successful victory in the New York State 
Supreme Court that supported our 1st Amendment Right to 

be outside Planned Parenthood on public property.
40 Days for LIFE has been another enormous undertaking 

for fourteen years, but extremely rewarding as we know of 
lives that have been saved and hurting hearts that are healing.

The Catholic Daughters, Court Joan of Arc #604, has been 
another blessing for 21 years.

Serving as NYS Legislative Chair has been challenging, but 
through unity and charity, great strides have been made.

Working with young men as their Catholic Emblems 
Counselor of Boy Scout Troop 2010 has been an honor as 
we learn more about the treasure of our seven sacraments 
in the Ad Altare Dei Award.

For seventeen years, the Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration 
Chapel at St. Gregory Barbarigo in Garnerville has been the 
prayer power for our family as I am hourly captain for the 4 
AM commitment.

Our family had belonged to St. Mary of the Assumption 
Church in Haverstraw for 28 years. St. John the Baptist in 
Piermont is our new home. It is here the joy of music as 
organist and Choir Director enhances the greatest treasure 
ever- the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. May we take heed to 
what St. John Paul II told us:

“AMERICA, IF YOU WANT DEMOCRACY AND FREEDOM, 
THEN DEFEND LIFE!” 

Meet Our 
Legislative 
Chairperson 
Eileen 
Petersen
Eileen Petersen 
Legislative Chairman The Family of Legislative Chairperson Eileen Peterson.
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Quality of Life

Have you ever become so wrapped up in a project 
or in rules that you forget what our objective is 
here on earth? I have. I work with children and 

their parents, preparing them for one of the most amazing 
experiences we can partake in: the sacraments. It’s often 
that the excuses and exception-seeking parents block me 
from being able to see the joy in the work I do. I notice 
I become short tempered, and tunnel-vision makes it 
difficult for me to stay focused on loving my unchurched 
families right where they are.

Love is the center of everything we do. Love in the 
difficulties, love in the joy; it’s easy to get wrapped up in 
life’s frustrations and become discouraged. But as the first 
letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians tells us, in chapter 16 
verse 14: “Your every act should be done with love.”

Now, I’m not a biblical scholar, but I have been going to 
the Mass and hearing homilies at least every week since I 
was born. St. Paul never told us anything without meaning 
it. Every act, done with love and with God, Is Love. This 
means every act is in Christ, and for Christ. Our Blessed 
Mother did this from the time she gave her fiat until she 
was assumed into heaven.

I’m reminded of St. Teresa of Calcutta and one of my 
favorite quotes from her. She said, “Do small things with 
great love.” It’s a beautiful quote, and I remember it 
frequently when I’m doing small, seemingly inconsequential 

tasks like cutting construction paper for my students, 
copying thousands of pages of catechetical registration 
materials, or even placing snacks out on a table for my 
volunteers: “Do small things with great love.” Toward the 
end of her life, St. Teresa of Calcutta would take forever 
to sign her name. One of her volunteers noticed this and 
asked her if she needed help. St. Teresa responded that 
she signed every letter for Jesus Christ. She prayed with His 
love and for His love with every stroke of her pen. 

We marvel at her tremendous love for God’s children, 
and I know I sometimes find myself wondering, “How?” It 
is because of her ability to focus every movement, every 
breath, for the love of God. She allowed herself to become 
a vessel of that love for God’s children.

In this time of coronavirus, homeschooling, masking up, 
turning down social engagements, and becoming weary with 
the state of society and politics, I encourage you to do every 
act with love. Make that your underlying thought when going 
into the market for groceries, sitting in traffic, or helping your 
homeschooling children or grandchildren. Turn every menial 
task into an act of love whether it is washing the dishes or 
picking up your husband’s socks (for the millionth time). Set 
up those chairs and snacks for your social distanced Catholic 
Daughters meetings with love – make it contagious and 
addictive. With this love we will help transform our world for 
God: transform it into His Kingdom. 

Emily Guilherme 
National Regent-Elect
National Quality of Life Chairman
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Catholic Daughter 
Headquarters Building

Oh, what a beautiful lady! She stands so tall and 
elegant as she has for over 100 years.

She has weathered the heat of summer and cold, 
wind and snow of winter but continues to retain her charm. 
She is an important part of all of us and she BELONGS to 
all of us.

Who is this gracious, lovely lady? She is our National 
Catholic Daughters of the Americas Headquarters in New 
York City. 

The original headquarters were in Utica, NY where the 
Catholic Daughters began in 1903 as the Daughters of 
Isabella. By the early 1920’s, that building had continued 
to deteriorate, and it was not a very accessible location. 
In 1926, the Catholic Daughters National Board under the 
leadership of Supreme Regent Mary Duffy, had the foresight 
to sell the building in Utica and purchased for almost 
$65,000, an elegant brownstone building at 10 W. 71st 
Street for the headquarters of the fast-growing Catholic 
Daughters organization. The headquarters was built in 1910 
in the Lincoln Square neighborhood of Manhattan. It has 5 
floors plus the sub-basement. The 5th floor contained the 
offices of the Junior Catholic Daughters of America. 

As we all know, owning a house or business building 
requires constant updating and repairs. We have to include 
in our home budgets, money for repairs each year. Our 
Catholic Daughters headquarters is no exception and over 
the years the cost of those repairs were included in the 
budget for the office taken from the membership dues. As 
the years went by, our headquarters had needs that would 
overwhelm the budget. As these needs arose, the National 
Board discussed solutions and implemented a new and 
exciting way for updating and repairs to be accomplished. 
Past National Regent Claudia Bosch introduced the 1903 
Society and was its first chairperson. Past National Regent 
Helene Shepard also served as 1903 Chairperson. Through 
the 1903 Society, members have been given the opportunity 
to play a special part in keeping the headquarters beautiful 
and functional for the future.

The money from the 1903 Society is used exclusively 
for repairs and remodeling of the headquarters. Since its 
beginning, memberships in the 1903 Society have paid for 

handicapped-friendly bathrooms, freshly painted walls, new 
floors and stairs, cleaning and sealing the outside brick walls 
in the back, improved office space and electrical updates. 

If you haven’t purchased membership in our 1903 
Society, now is a great time. The cost very appropriately is 
$1,903.00 and there are several payment plans available, 
one for everyone’s budget. Memberships have been bought 
by individuals, Local Courts, State Courts and National 
Boards. Memberships are bought in honor or in memory of 
a member or a loved one. When purchased, you will receive 
a plaque and your information will be engraved on the 1903 
plaque which hangs on the wall at headquarters.

In addition to the 1903 Society, you can also participate 
in our Windows of Opportunity for the replacement of the 
old windows with energy efficient new ones. When you buy 
a window for $1,000, a small plaque will be placed on the 
Windows of Opportunity board in the entry of the our building.

Congratulations and Thank You to those receiving the 
2020 plaques for their 1903 and Windows of Opportunity 
participation. 

1903 Society...

Court Our Lady of Lourdes #1346, Sun City West, AZ 
Court Nilan #985,Highland, NY
Father Jeffrey Maurer, Washington, NY
New York State Court, Rock Tavern, NY
Court Wenatchee #255, Cashmere, WA

Windows of Opportunity...

Elizabeth Schueren, Alexandria, VA
Patricia Abruzese Johnson, Stoneham, MA
National Director Carolyn Malik, Shiner, TX
Court Bernadette #2629, Farquay-Varina, NC
Court St. Joseph #2300, Eldersburg, MD
In honor of Jackie Duda, Medford, MN
Oregon State Court, Oregon

If you find yourself in New York City, be sure to take time 
to stop in at 10 W. 71st Street to visit our Grand Ole’ Lady. 
The staff is always proud to give a tour. 

Susan Moné 
First Vice National Regent 
1903 Society Chairman



“The family that prays together stays together” PrayTogetherNow.com

WE NEED YOU TO HELP US BRING FAMILIES TO PRAYER

Our greatest  
gifts from god  
are our faith, family,  
and friends 
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A good leader is one who serves others, remains 
focused and appreciates being a leader. Just as a 
pie needs an assortment of ingredients; leadership 

needs a variety of skills. Certain skills and a portion of love 
are needed at all times. We say, do it with love, just in a 
slightly different way. 

In today’s society, effective leadership is about 
open communication, praying with those you lead, 

understanding the ones you serve, knowing when to 
delegate, knowing your leadership style, setting specific 
goals, offering constructive feedback, being willing to 
learn from others, refraining from being judgmental, 
never being afraid to ask for help, helping members to 
grow, motivating others, maintaining active listening 
skills, knowing and understanding members and showing 
compassion and love. 

Essie Walker  
Second Vice National Regent
National Leadership Chairman

Leading with Skills and

LEADERSHIP

Love
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LEADERSHIP IS ABOUT…
•  Open Communication…Encourage members to 

communicate openly and honestly.

•  Prayer…Praying is a way to stay in tune with God. 

•  Understanding those you serve…Respect members’ 
differences

•  Knowing when and how to delegate…The ability to 
delegate is one of the top qualities in a great leader. 

•  Knowing your leadership style…Decide which leadership 
style best suits you. 

•  Setting specific goals…When setting goals, clarify who, 
what, why and when for each goal. 

•  Offering constructive feedback…Constructive feedback  
is guidance that will help the member to achieve  
positive results.

•  Being willing to learn from others…Keep an open mind.  
No one knows everything.

•  Refraining from being judgmental…Never judge, unless you 
have walked in the member’s shoes. 

•  Never being afraid to ask for help…Be more accepting of 
your strengths and weaknesses. Decide whom you will ask, 
phrase the question in your mind and ask for help. 

•  Helping members to grow…Help members become aware 
of opportunities for growth.

•  Motivating others…Support new ideas. Lead by example. 
Be specific with feedback and show genuine concern.

•  Maintaining active listening skills…Hear the message 
clearly. Use your eyes and ears and concentrate on what is 
being said.

•  Knowing and understanding members…Reach out to all 
members. Do not focus on the same members all the time. 
Make all members feel included. Engage in conversation 
regarding family life and activities outside of the 
organization. Make sure no one feels ignored or left out. 

•  Showing compassion…Be private when someone is 
confiding in you, be a giver to those in need and at times 
just listen and share a kind word.

•  Remember, the way we treat people is just as important as 
how we lead them. There are many ways to implement love 
into the leadership role. Good leaders are often heard saying: 
Sincerest thanks for all your hard work and dedication.

• Is there anything I can do to help?

• I respect you.

• I admire your honesty.

• Your service exceeds all expectations.

• Working with you has taught me so much.

• I understand this better since you explained it.

• Thanks for all you do.

• You are a blessing to CDA.

• Working with you is a pleasure.

• Your extra effort has paid off.

•  Thank you for coming in early to set up the meeting room.

• Thank you for leading us in prayer.

• You have been most helpful.

• What ideals do you want to share?

• You are a wonderful member.

•  Thank you for sharing your time and talents in helping  
with our JCDA Fundraiser.

• What do you think? I have had fun learning from you.

• Thank you for bringing cookies to the meeting. 

• Mistakes happen. We all can learn from them.

•  You are so thoughtful for sharing your home for our  
CDA meeting.

• You make me want to do better.

• I am so grateful for your generosity.

• You did an excellent job.

• You are doing great. Never give up.

• What you do for CDA does not go unnoticed.

• You made a huge difference.

• Please know I appreciate all you do.

• You bring out the best in me.

• You are a great asset.

• We make a good team.

• We can work it out together.

• I am so sorry this happened to you.

• Is there anything I can help you with?

• I didn’t realize I left you out.

• Thank You.

“Kind words can be short and easy to speak, but their echoes are truly endless.”  
– Mother Teresa 
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How much time do you spend making sure you look 
good before leaving the house? How much money do 
you spend on products that help you feel beautiful? 

According to a recent study, the average woman spends 
about $313 per month on her appearance. This includes 
beauty products, trips to the hairdresser, trips to the gym, 
weight loss supplements, massages, manicures, etc.

A month ago, I probably would have laughed at that 
survey and said, “No way!” My perspective has changed. 
My town was hit by Hurricane Laura on October 27. It was 
a category four storm that left our town devastated. Trees 
snapped as if they were twigs. 90% of homes had damage, 
many unrepairable. We were without power for over two 
weeks. Others were out for more than a month. 

I had the privilege of working at the distribution center 
at my church. It was a humbling experience. One thing I 
learned at the distribution center was that cleaning supplies 
were the first things to go. It was hard to keep them stocked. 
The second supply on everyone’s list was health and beauty 
supplies. Deodorant and toothpaste were hot commodities.

Our church was not spared from the hurricane. It will take 
quite a while to repair all the damage. The hurricane hit on 
a Thursday; three days later, Mass was celebrated in the 

small chapel without power. It was amazing. The following 
Sunday, a generator made it possible to continue Mass in 
the main church. It took a week before our Adoration Chapel 
was reopened. The walls were steel studs, but the faithful 
continued to adore our Lord and to receive the peace and 
comfort He alone can give. 

As I sat in adoration that first week, I reflected on how 
my world had changed so drastically in such a short time. 
I focused on the monstrance and started to tell Jesus how 
sorry I was about how I had responded to a situation that 
had happened earlier that day. The Martha in me decided 
that I needed to make reparation for my actions. As I looked 
around the chapel, I noticed that the floors were full of dust 
from the roofing being done above. My inner Martha took 
swift action, and before I knew it, I had a mop in my hand and 
was mopping the chapel. I hate to mop! But I soon gained a 
great respect for the lady that mops our chapel every Friday. 
As I kept moving the mop under the pews, I reflected on 
what God was teaching me through this destruction.

I started to think about what people really needed when 
they came into the hall for supplies. First and foremost, they 
needed someone to listen to their story. “Let all you do be 
done with love.” 1 Cor 16:14. Was I listening to their story or 

Connie Dronette 
National Secretary-Treasurer
National Spiritual Enhancement Chairman

A Beauty Regimen for

Your Soul
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did I just want to hurry and help them so I could help the 
next person in line? Did I love enough to really listen? Did I 
judge? Was I showing compassion?

St. Paul wrote many letters to the Corinthians and taught 
them many lessons. In one of his last instructions, he 
encouraged them to do everything in love. If everything we 
do is done in love, we imitate God. God is love and by being 
motivated by love, we give honor and glory to Him.

As I continued to reflect on all of this, I realized that many 
people, myself included, pay attention to what we look like. 
We even have a saying, “You look as great as you feel.” 
But, what about how we appear on the inside? What do our 
hearts and souls look like? After all, our bodies return to 
dust as our souls live on. 

You can’t find a beauty supply for the soul at your 
neighborhood drug store. So how can we make sure that 
our souls are beautiful? 

DAILY PRAYER REGIMEN 

• How committed to daily prayer are you? 
•Does your prayer life need some work?

FREQUENT PARTICIPATION IN THE 
SACRAMENTS? 

• Do you participate at Mass? 
• Do you receive Communion regularly? 
• How often do you go to Confession?

LIVE IN COMMUNION WITH MARY  
AND THE SAINTS

• How close are you to Mary and the Saints in heaven? 
• Do you pray to Mary every day? 
• Do you treat her like a mother? 
•  My mom always said that you are like the friends you 

hang with. Do you hang out with the Saints? How many 
Saint friends do you have?

PERSONAL STUDY OF THE CATHOLIC FAITH

•  How are you growing in your knowledge of the Faith? 
•  Do you read good Catholic books?

LIVE OUT THE CORPORAL WORKS OF MERCY

•  Have you fed the poor, clothed the naked, or helped the 
homeless? 

•  Does this mean more to you than just giving money to 
others who are performing the works?

TEACH THE FAITH TO OTHERS

•  Do you teach your children and grandchildren about the 
Catholic Faith? 

•  Do you let others know what you believe? 
•  Do you defend the faith, or do you cower?

In closing, I ask that you reflect on the beauty questions 
that I started with today. But instead of looking outward, 
look inward. How much time do you spend making sure your 
soul looks beautiful to God before leaving the house? How 
many resources do you have such as books, devotions, etc. 
that will give you the tools to help your soul be beautiful? It 
reminds me of a quote from a friend of mine, St. Theresa of 
Calcutta, “It’s not about how much you do, it’s about how 
much love you put into it that counts.” The more you love 
others, the more beautiful your soul is to God. 

Deborah’s Angel Haven Figurines
deborahsangelhavenfigurines.com

315-209-0658
 

Angel Figurines
Bracelets

Rosary necklaces
Decade Bracelets

and More
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Health insurance isn’t just a complex subject, it’s a 
controversial one too. It’s become a central issue of 
both primaries and national elections and – more and 

more – a source of strife for both employers and individuals.
Wherever you fall on the political spectrum, or however 

satisfied you are with your current coverage, I think we can 
all agree on one thing: health insurance is confusing.

It’s confusing enough that what experts call “health 
insurance illiteracy” has become, if you’ll forgive the choice 
of words, an epidemic.

Last year, an organization called Policy Genius took a 
survey of both insured and uninsured Americans to test 
their knowledge of the health insurance marketplace and 
the basics of paying for insurance. Across both groups, the 
results were alarming. Just over 50% of people could define 
premium, around 40% could define copay, and fewer than 
50% could define deductible.

Just a third of people could define all three. The survey 
results get worse:
•  12% know when the ACA’s open enrollment period occurs 

(11/1 - 12/15)
•  25% have forgone treatment because of uncertainty about 

their coverage 
•  13% of people aren’t even sure if they have health insurance

 Health insurance isn’t just confusing -- it’s costly too. Since 
2014, premiums have increased by 22% while wages have 
only gone up 14% and inflation has increased by just 8%.

 If we compare spending today to spending back in 
1980, we see a few truly alarming statistics. Americans are 
spending twice as much on healthcare as they were back 
then. That’s largely because they’re spending almost 750% 
more on insurance.

Today, the average household with employer-sponsored 
insurance spends about 8% of its combined income on 
premiums and other out-of-pocket medical expenses – it’s 
often closer to 15% for low-income families.

While most Americans continue to get health insurance 
through their employer, the total number has remained 
about static since 1998. The workforce is changing – and 
dissatisfaction with benefits has definitely played a role.

Self-employment, both part and full-time, is on the rise. A 

recent Gallup poll found that 28% of American workers were 
engaged in self-employed work at some point during a 2019 
work week. With COVID-19 introducing many Americans to 
more independent work, it’s likely both the full and part-time 
freelance workforce will continue to grow.

That’s not to mention the record unemployment we’ve 
seen throughout the crisis. Millions of people have lost their 
employer-sponsored health insurance this year and that’s 
millions more people struggling to make sense of health 
insurance on their own.

Any discussion of healthcare today will naturally focus 
on the Affordable Care Act. Healthcare is the political topic 
of the moment and that has a lot to do with changes put in 
place by President Obama and the ACA in 2010.

Many politicians don’t like the bill. President Trump has 
made repealing it a major policy goal and the Supreme Court 
is due to hear its next ACA-related case in November. The 
bill has proven nearly as controversial among progressive 
Democrats. Those leading the charge for a single-payer 
system (“Medicare for All”) don’t believe the ACA goes far 
enough to guarantee affordable, comprehensive coverage.

Probably the most notable innovation brought about by 
the ACA is the introduction of the state and federal-level 
Health Insurance Marketplace for government-sponsored 
plans, a new alternative to employer-sponsored plans and 
stand-alone private insurance.

Here are some additional statistics from another Policy 
Genius survey:

•  80% aren’t familiar with the ACA’s ten essential benefits
•  1 in 4 believe the ACA was repealed in 2018
•  As previously mentioned, 78.8% don’t know that the 

ACA’s open enrollment period occurs from 11/1 to 12/15
Navigating the health insurance maze can be very difficult. 

That’s why the Catholic Daughters of the Americas has made 
it easy for you to talk to a qualified professional who can 
help you decide what works for you and your family -- a no-
cost, personal and confidential consultation with a licensed 
health insurance advisor.

You don’t have to go it alone. For assistance please 
visit the Catholic Daughters Benefits website https://
catholicdaughters.org/benefits or Call 844-906-2730. 

Deacon Jerry Rorke 
Director of Affinity Group Partnerships
IHC Specialty Benefits

Navigating the  

Health Insurance Maze
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Dear Catholic Daughter 
Sisters,

I  wi l l  s tar t  by 
expressing my appreciation 
for the honor of having been 
selected as the CDA 2020 Woman 
of the Year. May God bless each 
one of you, my CDA sisters.

The caring love we share among 
us gives peace to my soul and to 
my heart a wonderful identity of 

being and belonging to an outstanding and select group of 
women who go through life making the difference in their 
communities. Because of the energy of our love, faith is more 
genuine, and hope is a milestone in our lives that gives the 
feeling that Jesus carries us in His arms.

The magic of being a Catholic Daughter has been and 
is one of the most valuable treasures our Lord has given 
me. When I heard Olga Samaniego, our very dear National 
Regent, declaring my name as the CDA Woman of the 
Year 2020, I started crying with happiness. After all, my 
inspiration to work hard for trying to be an Instrument of 
the Lord, has been the joy I feel in my heart when we give 
ourselves to others. 

My sincere gratitude to all who made this sweet dream 
become a most precious reality. To all my sisters who are 
not with us anymore and worked so hard everywhere at all 
levels, my thanks for leaving us an Order that is respected 
by our communities no matter where we go and are known 
to be Women of Vision committed to work hard for dignity 

and justice for all mankind.
I was born on the island of Faial in the Azorean Archipelago 

in the middle of the North Atlantic Ocean where the shine 
of the full moon is brighter. There, listening to the noise of 
the waves hitting the coast and my grandmother rocking 
me to sleep singing Ave, Ave, Ave Maria “Hail Mary”, I 
discovered very early in life how precious is God’s mercy. 
When I started High School, I got very involved with the 
Catholic Students Movement in Portugal known as “JEC” 
which most young people, boys and girls, joined at that 
time. I was in charge of promoting their magazine, “Flame,” 
besides making reports of the movement which I submitted 
to the Central Office in Lisbon. 

It was a lot of fun! I kept this responsibility until I went 
away to college and came back to teach French in the local 
high school until I got married and came to the Caribbean 
where my husband was offered a 3-year contract by a US 
Company he worked for in the Azores. The first 3-year 
contract was extended to 6 years in the Dominican Republic 
and in 1965 he was offered a higher position in the company 
in Puerto Rico.

In 1968, I met a lady that became my “foster mother” 
in Puerto Rico. She invited me to join CDA mostly to work 
as Santa Teresa Court’s Junior Director. I liked the idea 
because my two girls were the perfect age, Yolanda as a 
Juniorette and lvone as a Junior. This is when they started 
their journey with CDA.

 I feel so happy to see my girls’ love for our Order and am 
very grateful for the help they have given me through the 
years. I am very blessed to have my husband helping with the 

Manuela Neves Duarte da Silviera has been chosen CDA Woman of the Year (Manuela is National Director Ivone da 
Silveira’s mom!). Manuela was instrumental in starting JCDA in Puerto Rico and was the adviser for the court of 
which her daughters were members. Manuela was a National Director representing Puerto Rico and brought joy, 

love and passion for Catholic Daughters with her.
Unfortunately, Manuela could not receive her award and give her acceptance speech in person because the 2020 

Convention was cancelled, but Manuela has written the lovely and moving acceptance letter below.
On behalf of all Catholic Daughters, we express our thanks and appreciation to Manuela and wish her all the best.
Congratulations Manuela!

Manuela da Silviera 
CDA Woman of the Year
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new informatics technology becoming my beloved secretary. 
As a family, we are committed to be His Instrument. All of 
a sudden, I had many sisters and nieces that became like 
daughters. I called them my seagulls of white wings that fill 
up the Puerto Rican sky with charm and elegance. I keep in 
my heart the most beautiful memories. 

My Juniors are now mothers and professional women 
with their own families to take care. From 1982 to 1988, 
we installed 17 Junior Courts. We went to JCDA Conventions 
in San Diego, Canton, Baton Rouge and San Antonio. 
These were lovely times of sincere friendship. It is nice to 
remember how welcome we felt everywhere we went. At 
the San Diego Convention, Yolanda was elected 2nd Vice-
National President. I remember how happy she was, going 
by herself to her meetings in the US Mainland, even to a 
CDA Convention in Chicago, where she became familiar 
with the National Court procedures. She is now Santa 
Teresa’s secretary and a Deputy to the Santa Fe Court. She 
is also our official Parliamentarian and a very busy mother 
of four university students.

Some years went by and meanwhile life gave lvone two 
wonderful girls. She and her oldest daughter Michelle 
started a school for students with autism. She is its 
administrator and loves her job. The 2013 State Convention 
was dedicated to me. Before it, I asked lvone to rejoin 
the Santa Teresa Court which she accepted and was even 
one of the Delegates to the Convention. She was of great 
help during the whole event. I really believe she felt deep 
in her heart Jesus was calling her to do His job because 
she has never stopped ever since. In 2014, we were having 
problems in the Santa Teresa Court to get a Regent, and 
lvone accepted the challenge and she did so well until 2018. 
Additionally, she was able to inspire some of her old friends 
to join her at the Santa Teresa Court who later became 
Court Officers. One of them is at present the Court’s Regent 
and the others keep doing an excellent job.

We all rejoice with them and are very happy with our 
young Board. lvone has really given the best of herself with 
responsibility and love. At the 2015 State Convention, she 
was elected Puerto Rico State Secretary and in 2017 Puerto 
Rico State Regent, reelected in 2019. At the 2020 National 
Convention she was elected National Director. I pray she 
will keep doing a great job. May our blessed Mother take 
her by the hand to change lives.

When I finished with the Juniors in 1988, I was elected 
Regent at my own court, Court Santa Teresa, reelected in 
1992 and as Puerto Rico State Regent in 1994, reelected in 
1996. In 2000-2002 I was elected National Director at the 
North Dakota Convention.

Meanwhile, I was nominated CDA National Supervisor 

by Joan McKenna and Claudia Bosch during their National 
Regency terms. I was deeply proud of their trust in me.

And then... the most unexpected, most dangerous, most 
unbelievable thing happened in the World affecting our 
planet Earth and destroying many of its people. Although 
there were other happenings in many places that were 
not quite good, our small little world was threatened by 
a period of confusion, sickness and even death. We were 
struck by the coronavirus as so many around the world. We 
and our community were getting ready for a nice summer 
including a good vacation where a large number of us were 
planning to go to the Dallas CDA Convention. 

Our leader Olga Samaniego had enthused us to participate 
and share in July with our Sisters in Christ. I am sure it was 
going to be a gorgeous Convention by what I heard about 
the work they were doing. As everything around us, our 
convention was cancelled and replaced by zoom meetings 
and other ways of the most modern technology.

Olga finished her term declaring the name of the Woman 
of the Year. I was very honored. She also declared the 
names elected to the new National Board 2020-2022 
under our new National Regent Sherry Niles. She is a very 
sweet lady with the most beautiful smile, gorgeous and 
expressive eyes that when looking at us can say in silence 
how much she cares.

The new Board installation ceremony was on October 3rd 
in Iowa, Sherry’s state. The ceremony was as gorgeous as 
it has been for more than a century, just beautiful and with 
a lot of meaning.

Thank you from the bottom of my heart for all the calls, 
emails, texts and Facebook messages with kind and caring 
words congratulating me for my nomination as Woman of 
the Year and to my dear lvone for being elected National 
Director 2020-2022 for the CDA National Board. She is also 
so happy with her new role. I feel very proud and pray she 
will keep doing a good job for Jesus and our Order.

When I pray with my Texan handmade rosary, I think on 
the pure essence of being a CDA with our own identity of 
belonging to an Order with a deep sense of Unity, inspired 
by Love and Charity.

May love, only love, be the strength that binds us together 
because they will see how much we love each other.

Thank you again for the great honor.
Let us pray that each one of us will continue to be the 

hands and the feet of Jesus. I will always be there whenever 
I am needed to do His work. 

With gratitude,

Manuela da Silviera 
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The Installation Mass
The Installation Mass for the National Board was held on Saturday, October 3, in Des Moines, Iowa. It was moving and 

sacred, despite the fact that the beautiful red roses and white candles ceremony was prohibited because of social 
distancing. 

One-hundred and thirty-five Catholic Daughters, family and friends traveled from across the country for the special 
occasion to show their support, and courts from National Regent Sherry Nilles’ home state of Iowa were well-represented.

Iowa State Regent Karen Kasparbauer, Immediate Past State Regent Jan Grundmeyer and National Director/Past State 
Regent Darlene Moritz planned and organized the beautiful Mass and fun and festive Banquet that ensued, with the 
assistance of other Iowa state officers and court members.

We hope the photos on these pages convey some of the beauty and solemnity of the event.

Note: special thanks to Miriam Cersovski, daughter of National Director Tess Cersovski, who was kind to take some of 
the photos for this story.

In the photo above, front row, left to right, Second Vice National Regent Essie Walker, National Regent-Elect Emily Guilherme, National Regent 
Sherry Nilles, First Vice National Regent Susan Moné and National Secretary-Treasurer Connie Dronette. Second row, National Directors Darlene 
Moritz, Irene Gramza, Theressa Cersovski and Barb Jensen. Third row, left to right, Dawn Fortenberry, Michele Bowman, Ivone da Silveira, Nancy 
Bambanek and Carolyn Malik.
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Concelebrant Bishop R. Walker Nickless, Bishop of the Diocese of Sioux City, Iowa and National Chaplain, right, administers the Pledge to 
National Regent Sherry Nilles.

On the altar celebrating Mass while practicing safety, left to right, far left, Bishop 
Nickless; Celebrant Most Reverend Bishop William Joensen, Bishop of the Diocese of 
Des Moines, Iowa; Pastor Father Dan Kirby; Msgr. Kenneth Seifried; and Iowa State 
Chaplain Father Tim Schott. 

“It is an honor 
to introduce 
the 2020-2022 
members of 
the National 
Catholic 

Daughters of the Americas 
board. Each board member 
is a joy and dedicated to 
working together to make the 
best better.

They have willingly 
accepted Circle of Love and 
Geographical Assignments. 
Please join me in thanking 
them for accepting this call 
from God to be of service to 
all Catholic Daughters.”

Sherry Nilles,  
National Regent
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National Secretary-Treasurer Connie Dronette signs the  
Installation Document.

At the first meeting of the National Board in Iowa there was some safe fun. National Director Ivone da Silveira explains. “We crowned Sherry as 
our queen with a purple crown and Boa. California State Secretary Maria E. Santos-Silva helped. The hooded plastic ponchos seen in the photo 
were put on backwards so we could hug each other while staying protected during the pandemic. The National Officers had purple and the 
National Directors gold. It was a fun night and we were able to hug each other safely to start our journey (2 years) with love and joy.” 

The National Board practiced social distancing during the Mass to 
ensure safety.

The Installation Mass was held 
reverently but safely with social 

distancing protocol followed
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Knights of Columbus honored the occasion, representing 4th Degree, 
Council Fr. Paul F. Hans Assembly #3265, and 3rd Degree, Council 
#5038, both of Ankeny, Iowa.

Past National Regents travelled from afar for this special occasion. In the photo they join National Regent Sherry Nilles, center, left to right, 
Shirley Seyfried, Olga Samaniego (Immediate Past), Sherry, Claudia Bosch and Helene Shepard.

The Banquet added some levity to the occasion. Second Vice National 
Regent Essie Walker, left, and National Regent-Elect Emily Guilherme 
“groove to the music” of live entertainer singer Gina Gedler while 
National Regent Assistant Rita Carlson, right, claps along.

National Board members turn toward the back of the church to face 
the worshipers to recite the Pledge of Confidence directly to them.

The photos show that 
laughter and fun were 

balanced with solemnity 
and seriousness of 

purpose throughout the 
Mass and banquet.



National Staff

Joe Delgado
Joe puts your orders from the CDA Store into 

action. He finds the right container, packs your 

items carefully, and – this is an important part of his 

job that affects how much you pay – is diligent about finding 

the least expensive way to send your order. Joe doesn’t 

communicate via email, so if you have questions about orders 

contact the other staff members as explained above.

Thelma Smith
Thelma has been in her position for two 

years. She handles all Paypal Orders. If you 

have State Officer Lists or State Financial Reviews, 

send them to her. If you have questions about establishing 

a new court, or wish to order court charters (including 

JCDA), 100-year Anniversary Plaques or have questions 

about reprieves and disbandment, contact her at thelma@

catholicdaughters.org.

Tom Panas
Tom has been with the Catholic Daughters 

for many years. He handles the production and 

sells ads for SHARE, manages the CDA Website 

and contacts the media. If you have questions about SHARE, 

our website, or the media contact Tom at cdashare@aol.com

Carmencita Bernardo
I happily serve the community, and I try my 

best through Jesus and Mary.

My work encompasses membership info, 

resolving membership issues, member additions, deletions 

and/or modifications. 

Ticking off my job description:

• Membership Information / Modifications

• Membership Issues

• Additions:  New Member Application 

Dual Membership Applications 

Transfer Applications

• Membership Deletions

Martha Hamboussi
Martha is our Office Manager. She 

administers the day-to-day office functioning 

and oversees weekly meetings with the staff. If 

you have comments or questions about the office, robe 

and banner orders, or PayPal transfers, contact Martha 

at cdofanatl1@aol.com. (Or call her at 212-877-3041.) 

Remember that Martha speaks Spanish and Arabic fluently, 

and some Greek, so if one of these is your preferred language 

don’t hesitate to call upon her wonderful language skills to 

help you with your questions.

Arlene Flores
I came aboard July 7, 2020 and am very excited 

working for the Catholic Daughters of the Americas.

I apply payments for donations and process 

sales orders. I answer questions regarding payments. I can 

be reached by phone or email arlene@catholicdaughters.org

Gertrude Gormally
As we become accustomed to the new 

normal, I look forward to working with all 

of you during these challenging times. I take 

care of robes, banner orders, all information changes 

such as address, phone, email changes and membership 

information. You can contact me with any queries at 

Gertrude@catholicdaughters.org, and I will gladly help.

Gloria Linley
Gloria has been at Headquarters for many 

years. If you wish to purchase a grave-marker or 

gold jewelry, have questions or changes regarding 

rosters, financial reviews, court officers’ lists, or member 

email, address, phone number and start dates, contact 

Gloria at cdaroster@aol.com
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CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATED BY 
NEBRASKA COURT
Court Hartington #457, Hartington, Nebraska, celebrated 100 

years with a Mass and banquet. Present at the Mass as seen in 

the photo: first row, Connie Christensen, LaVerta Lammers, Clare 

Schmidt, Vera Peitz, Lillian Kathol, Rita Meirose, Joan Jueden, 

Jolene Sudbeck, Alice Klug and Delores Sudbeck. Second row, 

Financial Secretary Darla Frank, Treasurer LaDonna Hames, 

Recording Secretary Tami Anderson, Vice Regent Teresa Arens, 

Regent LouAnn Creekmore, Nebraska State Regent Barb Jensen, 

Second Vice State Regent Kim Meduna, State Secretary Janet 

Macklin, State Treasurer Teresa Kehler, District Deputy Alice 

Pommer, Jean Yates, Shirley Kaiser and Renee Kathol. Third row, 

Court Chaplain Rev Owen Korte, Becky McGregor, Lois Lammers, 

Julie Weigum, Daisy Keiser, Kathy Lammers, Linda Kleinschmit, 

Betty Klanderud, Lori Christensen, Carla Noecker, Kristi Wintz, 

Monica Kathol, Joyce Gentrup, Cindy Sudbeck, Midge Zimmer and 

Pam Howell. Fourth row, Mary Ann Wortmann, Darlene Schmidt, 

Laurie Leise, Laverta Mauch, Brenda Steffen, Cassie Gubbels, Lisa 

Kruse, Sherry Leise, Rose Koch, Laurie Kathol, Jean Wiebelhaus, 

Adaline Dreesen, Joan Steffen, Virginia Bergmann, Wilma Leise, 

Jean Marie Lammers, Karen Hoesing, Bev Feilmeier, Kay Steffen, 

Ann Kuehler, Connie Brewer, Joan Hochstein, Germaine Becker, 

Marge Miller, Elaine Arens, Jolene Fischer, Sandy Becker and 

Rosemary Wieseler. Back row, Haley Christensen, Erica Hochstein, 

Miranda Bernecker, Janet Burbach, Reta Moser, Pat Kuehn, Nancy 

Becker, Karma Schulte, Jackie Kathol, Bonnie Kramer. The banquet 

was held at the Hotel Hartington. 

ARIZONA COURT CELEBRATES  
40TH ANNIVERSARY
Court Our Lady of the Lake #2213, Lake Havasu City, Arizona, 

celebrated its 40th Anniversary with a Mass held in their honor. 

Members wore white to respect the special day. Due to Covid-19 

they could not go to breakfast after Mass, but they took a group 

picture, as you can see, with Our Lady of Fatima. The court was 

started in 1980 with 15 members and today there are nearly 100.

TEXAS CHARTER MEMBERS HONORED – SAFELY!
Court Queen of Angels, #1538, Wallis, Texas, was instituted on June 

11, 1950, and on that date this year the court’s 70th anniversary 

celebration was postponed due to COVID-19. But the pandemic 

didn’t prevent members from recognizing Charter Members Ann 

Marek and Virginia Verm with a beautiful bouquet of yellow roses, 

Mass card and purple mask, which members delivered with a 

parade of cars. The court believes that Ann and Virginia really set 

the bar high for all Catholic Daughters by serving the organization 

for 70 years in “Unity and Charity.” In the photo, standing, left to 

right, Anna Apanel, Jeanne Henckel and Dorothy Bodle. Sitting, 

Maxine Krenek and Charter Member Ann Marek.

CALIFORNIA COURT CELEBRATES 
CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY
Court Whittier #519, Whittier, California, which was instituted on 

June 13, 1920, proudly commemorated its 100th anniversary. In the 

photo members of the court stand for a picture behind St. Mary of 

the Assumption Church. 
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TEXAS MINISTRY COVERS PEOPLE IN PRAYER
Ed. Note: In the summer issue of SHARE we published the story 

below but named the wrong court. We wrote that it was Court St. Ann 
#369, Victoria, Texas, but it was Court Daughters of the Holy Family 
#2665, also in Victoria. Also, the information in the Court News item 
was taken from a story submitted by the Court that was published in 
the Victoria Advocate newspaper written by Elena Anita Watts. The 
picture was taken by Emree Weaver. We apologize to both courts and 
our readers.

Members of Court Daughters of the Holy Family, #2665, Victoria, 

Texas, offer hope and warmth to people with blankets they make 

for the court’s Prayer Blanket Ministry. A blanket can take anywhere 

from one to six hours to make, depending on its complexity and 

additions such as custom embroidery. Claudia Sheblak, Ginger 

Wagner and Kay Jasek (seen in the photo) pray as they make 

panels of fabric with their sewing machines. Claudia’s husband, 

Ted, does the embroidery. Marcia Neely quilts the blanket tops 

with batting and backing. Gift tags add messages such as “May 

the comfort of God’s love fill you with hope and peace.” Since 

2013 the Prayer Ministry has created more than 400 blankets. The 

blankets are free but donations are accepted and the money goes 

toward making more blankets.

TEXAS COURT “DANCES” FOR SCHOLARSHIPS
Court Our Lady of Lourdes #2630, Corpus Christi, Texas, held 

a Fiesta Family Dance to raise money for scholarships, in the 

Parish Hall at St. Peter the Apostle Catholic Church. The event, 

which included a meal, photo booth and silent auction, raised 

$2455.00. As a result, two $500.00 scholarships were presented 

to graduating high school seniors. The court also donated 20% of 

the total raised ($491.00) to their church. In the photo, front row, 

Elsa Colunga; second row, left to right, Carol Klepac, Cindy Doxey, 

Financial Secretary/District Deputy #36; Lisa Porche, Regent; 

Meliza Reyes, Janie Escareno, Margo Ayers, Victoria Nerios and 

Sally Castro. Third row, left to right, Desiree Porche, Recording 

Secretary; Dora Marquez, Adriana Vasquez, Alicia Martinez, 

Treasurer; Mercedes (Sadie) Gonzales, Angelica Costante and 

Jessica Buentello. 

FOOD BANKS HELPED BY LOUISIANA COURT
Court Father Joseph Cazenavette #2741, Mandeville, Louisiana, 

reached out to two local food bank organizations - The Samaritan 

Center and Northshore Food Bank. The court wanted to help 

support the volunteers and workers who work hard every day to 

help these organizations by distributing food to families in need. 

Since the need was even greater during the pandemic the staff and 

volunteers at these respective food banks worked extra hours. The 

food banks were appreciative of the court’s donation of a home-

cooked meal, of individually boxed desserts, drinks and even 

face masks for each of the volunteers, made by Beth Cancienne. 

Pictured at the Samaritan Center distribution, left to right, Jane 

Ramagos, Stacey Neill, Sharon Moore and Angie Barrosse (in 

purple attire), along with other volunteer and staff members of 

the Samaritan Center – all socially distanced.

NORTH CAROLINA COURT HOLDS  
BABY SHOWER 
Court St. Bernadette #2629 Fuquay-Varina, North Carolina, hosted 

its annual baby shower and some parishioners were invited to 

join. The lovely items for newborns were donated to Birthchoice in 

Raleigh, North Carolina (according to its website, “Birthchoice has 

been a preferred resource for pregnant women in the Triangle area 

since 1971. We believe every woman deserves to be treated with 

respect and dignity in a loving, safe environment.” Birthchoice 

representative Betty Rogosich was in attendance.
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LOUISIANA COURT BAKES FOR POLICE  
AND FIREMEN
Court Assumption #1672, Franklin, Louisiana, prepared tasty 

“goodies” that included five sheet cakes, over 500 bags of 

cookies, brownies and cupcakes to be distributed to area police, 

sheriff and fire departments within St. Mary’s Parish (“Parish” in 

this instance does not refer to “church” but rather a geographical 

area equivalent to “county,” which is the practice in Louisiana). 

The court wanted to show appreciation for all their hard work. In 

the photo, left to right, Marie Schexnayder, Blaise Smith, Skippy 

Hebert, Ronnie Williams, Irma Nell Bourque, Dale Nash and Betty 

Jo Champagne.

HOSPITALS HELPED BY TEXAS COURTS
Court St. Jude #2363, Laredo, Texas, donated close to 500 “thank 

you bags” to the COVID units of three Laredo area hospitals. The 

bags, filled with rosaries, prayer cards, snacks and other useful 

items, were made by court sisters while socially distancing in their 

own homes and presented to hospital administrators. The bags 

were then distributed to staff in the COVID units, ICU and ER units 

of the hospitals in recognition of the hard and courageous work 

they are doing every day for our community. The court received 

many heartfelt responses of gratitude from the hospital staff. 

In the photo are Laredo Medical Center Marketing Coordinator 

Adriana Villanueva, Claudia Rojas, Laredo Medical Center 

Registered Nurse Alely Palomo, Jewels Hernandez, Vice Regent 

Zeina Ramos, Regent Zulema Ramirez and Financial Secretary 

Sandra Figueroa.

HEALTH CARE WORKERS SUPPORTED BY 
OREGON COURT
Members of Court St. Anne #1089, Oregon City, Oregon, showed 

their support for front line medical staff who work in a local 

rehabilitation center and long-term care facility. During the Covid 

19 pandemic supplies for workers has been limited, so court 

members sewed face masks to assist in the care of elderly and at-

risk patients. Pictured are workers from the care facility displaying 

the masks sewed for them by the court.

TEXAS COURT PRAYS TO END ABORTION
Court Sacred Heart #829, West, Texas, prayed to end abortion. 

Court members participated with “40 Days for Life,” which, 

according to its website, is an “internationally coordinated 40-

day campaign that aims to end abortion locally through prayer 

and fasting, community outreach, and a peaceful all-day vigil in 

front of abortion businesses.” Through prayer and peaceful vigils, 

16,742 babies were saved and 104 abortion clinics were closed. As 

court members carried their signs along the roadway in front of the 

clinic providing abortions, cars, trucks and motorcycles honked 

with thumbs up in support. The court felt that its involvement was 

spiritually empowering. In the photo, left to right, Kathy Podsednik, 

Linda Bole, Ann Vanek, Marcella Sinkule, Regent Dianne Friend, 

Frances Pustejovsky and Nancy Isaacs.
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SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED BY TEXAS COURT
Court St. Bernadette #1108, East Bernard, Texas, awarded scholarships to 

seven graduates of East Bernard High School. Applications were judged 

on merit and $3,000 was disbursed. From left, front row: Kara Riley, 

Wharton County Junior College; Julia Coker, Blinn College, followed by 

Texas A&M; Tori Koenig, Texas State University. Back row, Kenneth Talas, 

Jr., Blinn College, followed by Texas A&M; McKenna Novicke, Texas A&M 

Corpus Christi; Carah Chilek, WCJC; Ethan Rejsek, Blinn College. Novicke 

is also the recipient of the Bessie and Marie Kucera Memorial scholarship 

at $400.

NEW YORK COURT ANNOUNCES 
SCHOLARSHIP WINNER
This year Court Lily of the Mohawk #1451, Champlain, New 

York, awarded its annual $500 scholarship to Logan Gooley 

of Champlain. A graduating senior from Northeastern 

Clinton Central School District, Logan is the son of Melissa 

and Robert Gooley. Logan will be attending The College of 

the Holy Cross, in Worcester, Massachusetts, studying Pre-

Law and Political Science. He has a GPA of 92.11 and ranked 

10 out of 106 graduating students from the school district. 

SCHOLARSHIP 
WINNERS 
ANNOUNCED BY 
IOWA COURT
Court Castile #49, Waterloo, 

Iowa, spent the spring months 

unable to meet in person. One 

of the celebrations the court 

missed was to honor area 

students who had been chosen 

for scholarships. But they 

were able to catch up. They 

announced that this year’s 

winners were Elysse Trosr and 

Maggie Lupkes, both of whom 

graduated from Columbus 

Catholic High School in 

Waterloo and were awarded 

$1000 each in scholarships 

and certificates. They will 

attend Iowa State University. 

Elysse will study genetics 

and nutritional sciences and 

Maggie will study Animal 

Science/Agribusiness. In the 

photo on the left is Elysse and 

on the right is Maggie.
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TEXAS COURT AWARDS 
SCHOLARSHIPS
Court Our Lady Queen of the Lake 

#2364, Lake Jackson, Texas, awarded 

$5,000 in scholarships to St. 

Michael’s graduating seniors. Money 

for the scholarships is earned by the 

court with bake sales throughout 

the year and their famous chicken 

spaghetti fundraiser in the spring. 

Pictured, back row, Connor Funk, 

Madison Mitchell, Margo Yung 

and Scholarship Chairman Juanita 

Oppermann. Front row, Father 

Dwight, Micaela Sanchez and Luke 

Bowers. Not pictured, Madison Varga.

SCHOLARSHIP WINNER ANNOUNCED BY  
FLORIDA COURT
Jillian Duclo is the 2020 Scholarship recipient of Court Star of the Sea, 

#634, Key West, Florida. Even with the pandemic, the court was able to 

screen, accept and award this deserving young woman her scholarship. 

“We wish her God’s speed as she pursues her college degree,” said Iris 

Bernreuter, the Court’s Scholarship Committee Chairman.

This is Jillian’s winning scholarship submission:

 “Trust in Me,” these are the words written behind the altar 

in the Adoration Chapel. These words asked by our Lord, now 

more than ever, hold value. It is our Christian duty to follow in 

our Lord’s light. However, this doesn’t mean that we always 

follow as we should. Many times, we stray away from that 

which guides us in the right direction. During these challenging 

times, it is essential to remember that our Lord protects us, 

watches out for us, and listens when we need Him the most. 

To trust in Him as He asks is our faith, which shines through in 

times of trouble. We must remember that where darkness and 

sorrow reign, there will be growth and goodness that follows 

after. Trusting in our Lord is having the faith that things will 

turn out as they’re supposed to. That no matter how hard life 

may get, there will always be hope in our Father. He who holds 

us so close in His hand shall not misguide us without intention 

and purpose behind it. 

Through trials and tribulations, we must pray and remain 

optimistic. God has a plan, and to trust in it is to have faith. 

That’s all you really need. 

Jesus, I trust in you.

I started my church life at St. Mary’s when I was an infant. At 4 

months old, I was the first female baby Jesus at the Christmas 

Pageant. I received the sacraments of Baptism, Eucharist, 

Penance and Confirmation at St. Mary’s. I attended CCD classes 

through 8th grade and joined the choir when I was 8 years old. 

I participated every year in the children’s Christmas pageant 

playing almost every role. When I was younger, I read the 

gospel at Mass, and attended the youth group, when it was 

active. I’ve always enjoyed going to church and I feel a great 

devotion to my Catholic faith.
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IOWA COURT ANNOUNCES CONTEST WINNERS
Court Our Lady of Good Counsel #216, Fort Dodge, Iowa, announced its 

education contest winners. They are, in the attached montage, top, left 

to right, Nora Kate O’Connor, First Place Computer Art, Division I; Kobe 

Bacon, First Place Poetry, Division I; and Lilah Reed, First Place Art, 

Division I. Middle, left to right, Abby Huss, First Place Essay, Division 1; 

and Kara McGonegle, First Place Essay, Division II. Bottom, left to right, 

Maggie Lennon, First Place Music, Division III; and Carol Barber, First 

Place Poetry, Division IV.

SENIOR SCHOLARSHIPS PRESENTED BY 
TEXAS COURT
Regent Karen Ulrich of Court Anna Poth #1178, Poth, Texas, 

presented scholarships from the local court to four seniors. 

Standing next to Karen in the photo, all wearing protective 

masks, left to right, Preston Dallmeyer, Dane Dylla, Trace 

Harris and Connor West. Dylla was also awarded a Texas state 

scholarship. The scholarships were given during senior Mass 

at Blessed Sacrament Church in Poth. Father Damian Jaje 

celebrated Mass and Deacon Alan Crosby assisted.

IOWA COURT AWARDS SCHOLARSHIPS
Court St. Pius X #1714, Jesup, Iowa, announced that the court’s 

scholarship winners for 2020 are Brianna Zoll and Brayden Zoll. It 

was a happy surprise for the court when they discovered that the 

winners were sister and brother. In the photo, left to right, Scholarship 

Committee Chair Valerie Weber, Brianna Zoll, Brayden Zoll and Court 

Regent Debra Heffernen.

YOUTH HELPS NEW YORK COURT AID  
THE HOMELESS
In the photo two young volunteers hold boxes of wash cloth 

kits made by Court Morning Star #899, Northport, New York. 

The kits are some of 1500 wash cloth kits made by the court 

for the homeless as part of its Quality of Life Project during 

the Covid quarantine.
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GRADUATE SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS FROM 
TEXAS COURT
Court Our Lady of Grace #1734, Rowena, Texas, presented $200 

graduate scholarship awards to Julia Martinez and Chris Irby, 

graduating high school seniors from St. Joseph’s Parish in Rowena. 

Julia plans to study respiratory therapy at Howard College in San 

Angelo, while continuing as a lector at St. Joseph’s and becoming a 

Eucharistic Minister. Chris will major in computer science at Angelo 

State University in San Angelo, Texas, and continue his education 

with a graduate degree in robotics. He plans to become an active 

member of the Newman Center at ASU. Regent Linda Frerich made 

the presentation at the court’s 64th anniversary celebration where 

all graduating seniors of the parish were special guests. In the 

photo are Julia, left, and Chris.

SCHOLARSHIP WINNER ANNOUNCED BY 
LOUISIANA COURT
Court Padre Pio #2141, Cottonport, Louisiana, announced Hannah 

Juneau as the recipient of the court’s 12th grade scholarship 

award. Hannah, who received a check for $200, is pictured with 

her mother, Tina, and her grandmother, Elaine Juneau. 

SCHOLARSHIPS ANNOUNCED BY  
PENNSYLVANIA COURT
Court St. Victoria #646, Houtzdale, Pennsylvania, recently awarded two 

scholarships to area seniors who will be attending college as freshmen this 

fall. They are Karen Catherine of Moshannon Valley High School, who will 

be a secondary education major at Penn State, and Madisyn Miscavish of 

DuBois Central Catholic who will be a health studies major at St Francis 

University. In the photo above Karen Catherine (left) stands with Regent Kelly 

Christoff. Madisyn Miscavish is in the photo on the right.
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TEXAS COURT PRESENTS EDUCATION AWARDS
Court Guardian Angel #739, Taylor, Texas, had two winners from 

St. Mary’s parish youth in the Texas State Education Contest. 

Brooke Newsom (left, in the photo) won first place in photography 

and Abigail Garica (right) won third place in the essay category. 

This year’s themes were “Blessed are the Peacemakers,” Mark 

5:9, or “Living in Harmony with Others.” 

OREGON COURT ANNOUNCES  
SCHOLARSHIP WINNER
Court Our Lady of Perpetual Adoration #2481, Gervais Oregon, 

announced Natali Herinckx as the recipient of their 2020 Vivian 

Duda Memorial Scholarship. Natali, who is majoring in nursing 

at the University of Portland, Oregon, was awarded $2000. To be 

eligible, applicants or their families must be registered members 

of Sacred Heart-St. Louis Parish in Gervais or a member of the 

court. Applicants must also be in their first year of college or 

higher to apply.

SENIORS AWARDED SCHOLARSHIPS FROM 
TEXAS COURT
Court Our Mother of Peace and Unity #2487, Livingston, Texas, 

presented scholarships to three seniors during a Mass for 

graduating seniors at St. Joseph Catholic Church in Livingston. In 

the photo Regent Mary Ann Wilson stands with the three winners. 

“We were determined not to let the virus take away the honor of 

issuing these scholarships,” member Evelyn Sandera said.

WISCONSIN JUNIORS HELP KIDS GO BACK  
TO SCHOOL
Members of Junior Court St. Clare of Assisi, Monroe, Wisconsin, 

successfully implemented a Back to School Supply Project to 

help students in the area. Supply items included backpacks, new 

socks, underclothes and other things donated by parishioners, 

community members and local businesses/organizations. 

In addition to supplies, financial contributions were made to 

purchase clothing. When all supplies were received and clothing 

purchased, the juniors prepared bags in the church meeting space 

before the event and set up in the St. Victor School parking lot as 

a drive-through pick up (in “normal” times the gymnasium is used 

as a store). JCDA Court St. Clare of Assisi is sponsored by Court 

Mazzuchelli # 2609, Green Mountain, Wisconsin. Past National 

Director M. Susan Champion Hicks was Junior Court Chairman, and 

Court Chaplain is Monsignor Larry Bakke (who Susan describes as 

“a great supporter of the juniors and Catholic Daughters.”) In the 

photo, Susan is seen at the table with her granddaughters, Berlyn 

(JCDA Charter Member) and Rigley. All were diligent about wearing 

masks but took them off to smile for a photo.
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PENNSYLVANIA 
COURT SAFELY HOLDS 
FINANCIAL REVIEW 
Court Our Lady of Victory #588, 

Carmel, Pennsylvania, found a safe 

way to complete their financial 

review. Seen in the photo with 

safety masks in Mount Carmel 

Town Park, seated, Christine 

McLaughlin and Barbara Puketza. 

Standing, court officers Treasurer 

Mary Catherine Wydra; Regent 

Kathleen Peeler; Recording 

Secretary Barbara Persing, 

Financial Secretary Nora Avellino 

and Vice Regent Mary J. Snyder.

WEST VIRGINIA COURT 
HELPS VETERANS  
AND OTHERS
Court Victory #379, Weston, West 

Virginia, held a spaghetti dinner 

with all the trimmings and made 

sure that all veterans ate for free. 

The proceeds of the event go to the 

community Christmas food baskets 

where nearly 100 boxes are filled 

and distributed to the needy. Court 

members can be seen in the photo 

preparing the court’s delicious 

spaghetti dinner.

FATIMA PRAYER RALLY 
BY NEBRASKA COURT
Court Mary Immaculate #2182, 

Omaha, Nebraska, held the first 

America Needs Fatima Prayer Rally. 

“We pray St. Michael’s prayer 

before and after the Rosary for 

America,” Arlene A. Luther said. 

Court members can be seen in the 

photo at the rally with a “Praying 

the Rosary for America” banner.
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NORTH CAROLINA COURT PERSISTS 
DESPITE PANDEMIC
Court Durham #1576, Durham, North Carolina, used 

WebEx to keep their monthly meeting and CDA 

Book Club active virtually through the coronavirus 

pandemic. Their May meeting had great attendance 

and by following a concise agenda the court was 

able to elect new officers and make several financial 

decisions. At their Virtual Book Club court members 

couldn’t discuss the books previously chosen since 

everyone hadn’t read them because public libraries 

were closed, so it became a social happy hour. “Most 

members are staying in touch via phone, text, emails, 

etc.,” Brenda Spizzo said, “but it was good catching 

up while seeing faces. Some members were on the 

meeting via phone so we couldn’t see their faces, or 

their true hair color!” 

MONTANA COURT CELEBRATES OUR LADY’S GARDEN
Court Our Lady of Fatima #1979, Hardin, Montana, and Reverend Thomas Selvaraj of St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in Hardin, celebrated 

“Our Lady’s Garden.” The completed grotto project was dedicated and blessed in honor of St. Joseph’s Parish Centennial and in memory 

of Reverend Fabian Fehring who passed away after serving the parish for 47 years. Pictured, front row, left to right, Angela Ramirez, vice 

regent; Amy Fortune; Christy Kepp-Morse, regent; Deb Johnson, past regent and chairman of Our Lady’s Garden; Patty Kepp, Montana first 

vice state regent; and Reverend Father Thomas Selvaraj, Court Chaplain. Back row left to right, Lana Burlison, Sue Seykora, Betsy Bialon, 

Kaley Sharpe, Joan Bialon, Nancy Krebs, financial secretary; and Bethany Fuchs, recording secretary. Patty Kepp added, “Thank you to 

Kenny Kepp, Larry Johnson and Alan Morse who did the ‘heavy work’ to make this project a reality.”

NEBRASKA WELCOMES NEW COURT
Court Santa Maria #2760, Grand Island, Nebraska, 

welcomed 32 charter members and installed Rev. 

Jim Golka as court chaplain. Present to help with the 

celebration were Nebraska State Officers including 

National Director Barb Jensen, Betty Fredericks, Kim 

Meduna, Janet Mackley and Teresa Kehler; District 

Deputy Joan Nienaber; members and officers of 

sponsoring Court Ave Maria #1263, Grand Island; and 

visiting court members and officers from Court Queen 

of Peace #2227, also of Grand Island. 
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LOCKDOWN DOESN’T STOP  
PENNSYLVANIA COURT
Despite being locked down, Court Washington #1651, Washington, 

Pennsylvania, still found a way to reach out to the community 

during the months of March through June. Members were asked 

to send cards to staff of area care homes, shut-in members and 

nurses at the local hospital. The court also bought snacks for the 

hospital break room and made a monetary donation to the local 

homeless shelter. In the montage photo, top, left, court member 

pauses from writing cards with help from pet; top right, examples 

of cards written to hospital staff. Bottom, left, Mary Corbett 

mails cards to health care workers. Bottom right, Regent Robin 

Krofcheck delivers snacks to nurses at Washington Hospital.

CDA SUNDAY HONORED BY NEW YORK COURT
CDA Sunday was celebrated by Court Mary Immaculate #479, 

Plattsburgh, New York, at St. John’s Church followed by a “yummy” 

pancake breakfast. The court honored both present and deceased 

members. In the photo members gather in the church.

TEXAS COURT HOLDS MASKED  
FINANCIAL REVIEW
Court St. Francis of Assisi #1887, San Antonio, Texas, held a 

financial review while adhering to Covid-19 guidelines. They met 

at St. Leo’s Kitchen because it was easily accessible, and members 

had hand sanitizer, wipes, and wore masks. All kept their distance, 

and the review was completed in compliance with CDA protocol 

and Covid-19 guidelines. All agreed that this was a financial review 

they’ll never forget! In the photo, left to right, Regent Amelia 

Torres, Treasurer Janie Belletz, Dolores Correa, Financial Secretary 

Maria Clark, and Helen Gutierrez. Not pictured is District Deputy 

Mamie Navarro who took the picture.

SOCIAL DISTANCING BY OREGON COURT
Court Klamath #1295, Klamath Falls, Oregon, met to hear two 

representatives of the St. Vincent de Paul Society describe how 

the nonprofit organization helps people through crisis situations 

with food, utilities and other types of assistance. The gathering 

was the court’s second physically distanced meeting with, as you 

can see in the picture, about half the normal attendance, wearing 

face masks and foregoing lunch. (Added note: the court helped 

pay for half of the new opaque shades in the photo pictured in the 

Sacred Heart Parish Hall in Klamath Falls.)
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NEW COURT IN PENNSYLVANIA
The Pennsylvania State Court instituted Court Roses of Mary 

#2766, Somerset, Pennsylvania, during COVID-19, when twenty-

three members joined the ranks of the Catholic Daughters on 

Sunday, August 9, 2020. The reception of new members and 

court institution took place at St. Peter’s Church in Somerset, 

Pennsylvania. Mass was celebrated by Pastor and Chaplain Rev. 

Angelo Patti, VF. The new officers are Regent Rhonda Yahner, 

Vice-Regent Ann Thome, Recording Secretary Christine Demorest, 

Financial Secretary Laura Robson and Treasurer Maria Pessolano.
OREGON COURT OFFERS  
BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT
Court St. Pius X #2335, Klamath Falls, Oregon, has an ongoing 

funeral support mission. Members distribute funeral Mass 

booklets to attendees, especially non-Catholics, so they can better 

understand the Mass and service. Many take these booklets home 

with them. Another aspect of this mission is a prayer blanket made 

by the Catholic Daughters that is presented to a member of the 

family. There is a pocket sewn on the prayer blanket containing 

a rosary, prayer and instruction on saying the rosary. Each prayer 

blanket is unique and the recipients are touched and appreciative. 

In the photo Regent Deborah Scaravilli (left) presents a prayer 

blanket at a funeral reception.

FIRST MISSISSIPPI COURT: AN UPDATE
In the last issue of SHARE we published the good news of the first 
court in Mississippi. Since then we received information showing that 
many more were in attendance than noted in the story. 

Court St. Paul the Apostle #2762 was instituted in March as the 

first Catholic Daughters court in Mississippi. Pictured in the photo, 

front row, National Director, Louisiana State Regent and dual 

member Dawn Fortenberry, Dale Majorie, Recording Secretary 

Sandy Stalcup, Treasurer Alice Duncan, Vice Regent Raven Stein, 

Regent Sondra Broussard, Stacy Smith, Gayle Bryan, Carolyn 

Crowell and Immediate Past National Regent Olga Samaniego. 

Middle row, Louisiana First Vice Regent and dual member Pam 

Melancon, Rea Estopinal, Vernell Tullier, Audrey Rink, Financial 

Secretary Paula Wust, Annette Norris, Trudy Huguet, Sandie 

Forshag, and Second Vice National Regent Essie Walker. Back 

row, State Treasurer Sheila Moore, State Secretary Cindy Vincent, 

Marion McDonough, Karen Kinler, Court Chaplain Father Bart 

Kunat, Cindy Rome and National Secretary-Treasurer Connie 

Dronette. Members not pictured, Jade Constance, Adaire Cantrelle, 

Wanda Douglas, Dawn Frizell, Amy Kitaif, Rosalia Martiniz, Lisa 

Monte, Madelyn O’Donohue and Darlene Rio.

TEXAS COURT INSTALLS OFFICERS SAFELY
Like many courts across the country, Court Our Lady of Peace 

#2489, Converse, Texas, did not allow the pandemic to stall officer 

installation. In the photo, newly-elected regent Janet Swanson 

wears her mask while accepting the gavel from Court Chaplain, Fr. 

Ian Robbins.
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MINNESOTA CATHOLIC DAUGHTER 
CONSECRATES TO VIRGINITY
Court St. Rita #409, Perham, Minnesota, proudly announced that 

the court’s financial secretary Renee Doll was consecrated to the 

Life of Virginity. The ceremony was held during Mass at St. Henry’s 

Catholic Church celebrated by His Excellency Rev. Donald Kettler, 

Bishop of St. Cloud, Minnesota. Concelebrants were Reverends 

Brady Keller, Aaron Kuhn (Renee’s Spiritual Director) and Past 

National Chaplain Matthew Kuhn, Pastor of St. Henry’s. Other 

clergy participating in the Mass were Deacons Randy Altstadt, 

Mark Stenger and Richard Quistorff, Court St. Rita Chaplin and 

Master of Ceremonies. Attendants and Lectors were Jennifer 

Martin (Renee’s Sister) and Cheryl Prososki (friend). The music was 

provided by Jeff Blickenstaff, Heidi and Grace Kalina accompanied 

by Isaiah Blickenstaff on the piano. A reception followed with Alan 

and Mary Schumacher as host and hostess and Lynn Bleichner as 

the guest. Renee is resplendent in white in the photo. 

CLERGY HONORED BY NEW MEXICO COURT
Incoming Regent Marcelle Trujillo of Court Our Lady of Belen #1359, 

Belen, New Mexico (right, in the photo) presents a Certificate of 

Appreciation and present to Pastor Fr. Clement Niggel. Incoming 

Vice Regent Corine Duran does the same to Parochial Vicar Fr. 

Albert Mutebi (left). The awards are to express appreciation for 

everything the two clergy have done for the faith community 

during these very challenging times. “They initiated daily Mass 

on Facebook, learning the ins and outs of videotaping with a 

smart phone and reaching anywhere from 2,000 to 3,000 views,” 

Connie Baca explains. “They heard confessions from their cars 

and parishioner’s cars in the church parking lot, always practicing 

social distancing. We thank you for taking such excellent care of us 

and our extended virtual parish family.”

NEW OFFICERS INSTALLED BY  
NEW MEXICO COURT
Court Santa Rosa de Lima #2276, Santa Rosa, New Mexico, held 

its installation ceremony with new officers and members attending 

Mass at St. Rose de Lima Church with prepared facemasks and 

social distancing during the service. In the photo, front row, left 

to right, New Mexico State Regent Yvette Griego, Regent Petrita 

Martha Hoehne, Vice Regent Roberta Blea, Treasurer Mary Lou 

Maestas, Financial Secretary Olga Muniz and Mary Silva. Center 

row, Yolanda Rivera, Mabel Flores, Theresa Dean and Proxy Katrina 

Velasquez standing in for her mother newly installed Recording 

Secretary. JoAnn Velasquez. Third row, Court Chaplain Rev. 

Christopher Bernabe.
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NEVADA COURT HELPS PARISH
Court Our Lady of the Rosary #2226, Las Vegas, Nevada, raised 

funds through the sale of religious articles and donated the 

proceeds to the court’s parish during the pandemic. In the photo 

Regent Dorothy Calabrese presents a $1,000. check to Rev. Steve 

Hoffer of Holy Family Catholic Church.

CALIFORNIA MEMBER CELEBRATES  
WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
Marie Wilson, 96 years old, of Court San Luis Obispo #1162, San 

Luis Obispo, California, and her husband Paul, 93, celebrated 

their 75th wedding anniversary with Mass and Renewal of Vows 

at Nativity of Our Lady Catholic Church. The happy couple is 

seen seated with Marie holding her gift bouquet of roses while a 

smiling Rev. Matt Pennington looks on.

FOXBORO COURT HOLDS ZOOM MEETING
Members from Court Queen of Peace #2724, Foxboro, 

Massachusetts, held their final meeting of the year via Zoom. 

“We look forward to seeing each other again in the fall,” Christine 

Palladino said. Pictured in the photo, left to right, top row, Regent 

Cynthia Patriarca, Anne Huben-Kearney, Rafaella Feinstein 

and Kathleen Porter; second row, Karen Coombs, Laura Keefe, 

Stephanie Twohig and Christine Palladino. Third row, Diane Harris, 

Mary Vozzella, Susan O’Sullivan, Bridget Whyte and Kay Andberg. 

Bottom row, Arlene Butler.

FIFTY-YEAR PIN FOR NEW YORK COURT MEMBER
Dorothy Kincade, right, receives her 50-year pin from Diane Meore 

Regent of Court St. Ann Mother of Mary #2419, Washingtonville, 

New York. The presentation was made after the Installation of 

Officers and the first court meeting since Covid 19 entered the 

picture. Congratulations to Dorothy!
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PENNSYLVANIA COURT HOLDS  
INSTALLATION CEREMONY 
Court St. Bernard #339, Indiana, Pennsylvania, held its installation 

ceremony at St. Bernard of Clairvaux Parish in Indiana. Social 

distancing and masks were used for safety. In the photo, front 

row, left to right, Financial Secretary Louise Bivens, Recording 

Secretary Kathy Sgro, Regent Barbara Minor, Vice Regent Kathy 

Nealer and Banner Bearer Jan Sharbaugh. Second row, left to 

right, Ceremonial Coordinator Mary K Moreau, Flag Carrier Marge 

Antolik, Treasurer Cathy Williams, District Deputy Dr. Mary Ann 

Galonski and Honor Guards Patricia Dalecki and Ruth Becker.

TEXAS COURT INSTALLS NEW OFFICERS
Court Queen of Peace #2710, Wichita Falls, Texas, held their 

Installation of Officers Ceremony at the Knights of Columbus Hall 

followed by a brief meeting and reception. Pictured from left to 

right, Lillie Wolf, Texas State District Deputy #4; Ann Belgrado, 

Financial Secretary; Diane Luig, Vice Regent; Carol Ross, Regent; 

Deann Duncan, Recording Secretary; and Donna Lindeman, 

Treasurer. 

NEWLY-ELECTED OFFICERS INSTALLED AT 
OKLAHOMA COURT
Court St. Jude #2166, Lawton, Oklahoma, announced the 

installation of new officers. In the photo, dressed in beautiful 

white, left to right, Recording Secretary Jolene Schonchin, 

Treasurer Denise Navarro, Regent Gina Muse, Financial Secretary 

Laura Hamilton and Vice Regent Victoria Stringer.

“BETTER LATE THAN NEVER” FOR  
NEW YORK COURT
Though it took a little longer, not even COVID 19 could keep Court 

Margaret Mary #768, Monroe, New York, from installing their new 

officers. In the photo are Toni Kerins, treasurer; Diana Carraturo, 

financial secretary; Adriana Pulido, regent; Joan Oram, vice regent; 

Rory Ciorciari, recording secretary; Karen Rave, district deputy; 

Helene Shepard, past national regent; Reverend David Rider, 

pastor; and Heather Rave, state regent. All are looking forward to 

and hoping for another term of Unity and Charity in Sacred Heart 

Parish Community.
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OFFICER INSTALLATION BY  
NORTH CAROLINA COURT
Court Our Lady of the Sea #2519, Hampstead, North Carolina, held 

its installation of new officers. From left to right Treasurer Diana 

Oddo, Recording Secretary Diane Cavanagh, Regent Carolann 

Horvat, Vice Regent Trish Domagala, Pastor/Chaplin Msgr. Joseph 

Ntuwa, Financial Secretary Gigi Maccalupo and District Deputy 

and First Vice State Regent Bonnie Fox. The event was held at 

All Saints Church. Afterwards, officers and members enjoyed a 

delicious lunch at Nineteenth Hole Olde Point Country Club.

“SAFE” OFFICER 
INSTALLATION AT 
PENNSYLVANIA COURT
At the court’s monthly meeting 

in June, Court St. Rita #523, 

Tyrone, Pennsylvania, installed 

new officers for the 2020-2022 

term. In the photo, left to right, 

Pennsylvania State Regent and 

Installing Officer Shirley Hall, 

Regent Lisa Marie Gehret, Vice 

Regent Amy Brisbin, Recording 

Secretary Tabitha McKinley, 

Financial Secretary Sue Gavazzi 

and Treasurer Donna Cunningham.

IOWA COURT 
ANNOUNCES 
NEWLY-ELECTED 
OFFICERS 
Court St. Anthony #330, 

Council Bluffs, Iowa, 

named its new officers. 

Pictured, left to right, 

Financial Secretary Sharon 

Or ton, Regent Carol 

Hollenbeck, Vice Regent 

Layna Beer, Recording 

Secretary Angie Shea and 

Treasurer Felicia Davidson.

NEW OFFICERS INSTALLED IN TEXAS COURT
Court Sacred Heart of Mother Teresa #2570, Flatonia, Texas, 

announced its new officers. In the photo, left to right, Virginia 

Olsovsky, Texas State Treasurer and member of Court Sacred 

Heart of Mother of Teresa; Financial Secretary Cheryl Barnes, Vice-

Regent Janet Stanley, Regent Isabel Garcia, Recording Secretary 

Pam Svatek (returning), Treasurer Karen Novak and Joan Simper, 

District Deputy #30 from Shiner, Texas. Court Sacred Heart of 

Mother Teresa is comprised of members from Sacred Heart 

Church, Flatonia; Sts. Cyril and Methodius Church, Cistern; and St. 

Mary’s Church, Praha.
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Fatima: 
100 Questions & Answers about the Marian Apparitions

By Paul Senz
(Ignatius Press, San Francisco, CA, 2020)

The apparitions that occurred in the small village of Fatima, 

Portugal, are endlessly fascinating – and disturbing. Why 

did the Virgin Mary find it necessary to appear to three 

young shepherd children, Lucia, Francisco and Jacinta, six times 

from May to October of 1917? Why was her heart so grieved? 

What was her warning message? What did she earnestly desire?

This book is timed for the release of a new movie, “Fatima,” 

which dramatizes the Marian apparitions in this obscure rural 

village more than 100 years ago. The visions came at a time 

when the world was in the midst of the darkness of World War 

I. It would be less than a year before the Spanish flu pandemic 

would claim millions of lives, including those of two of the 

children. The Catholic Church was being viciously persecuted by 

secular authorities who did all they could to discredit the young 

children; at one point the children were even hauled into jail.

Well organized and clearly written, the book takes us 

through questions and answers that skillfully guide us through 

its contents. One can read sequentially or skip around from 

question to question. A foreword by Edward Sri, PhD, a professor 

of theology at the Augustine Institute and recognized Marian 

scholar, enriches the book.

One of the questions many people ask is why Our Lady chose 

to appear to such small children; Lucia was ten, Francisco 

nine, and Jacinta just seven. As the author points out, these 

young children were innocent, and had a strong, simple faith. 

They were wise beyond their years. I thought of how, as they 

grazed their sheep in the fields, the children were similar to the 

humble shepherds who came to worship Christ at His birth in a 

stable. But the children suffered because of those who did not 

believe them; even Lucia’s mother, who was deeply religious, 

disbelieved her daughter and beat her.

In these apparitions, which have been approved by the 

Catholic Church, Our Lady foretold the end of World War I and 

the rise of another even more catastrophic war if people did not 

repent and turn to Jesus. She predicted the rise of Communist 

Russia, and urged people to pray the Rosary daily with heartfelt 

faith and save their souls. As described by the children, her 

heart was full of sorrow because of atheism and unrepentant 

sinners, and she was grieved for all the souls who would not 

be saved because they refused to accept Christ as their savior. 

One of the most compelling incidents in this book is also one 

of the best known: the assassination attempt on Pope Saint 

John Paul II on May 13, 1981, by a Turkish assassin, Mehmet 

Ali Agca. The pope credited his survival to the intercession of 

Our Lady of Fatima; one of the children’s apparitions showed 

a bishop in white, and the attack on the pope occurred on the 

anniversary of the first apparition of Mary at Fatima: May 13. The 

pope lost a lot of blood in the attack, and gave credit to Our Lady 

of Fatima for saving his life by guiding the trajectories of the 

assassin’s bullets so they would not be fatal. In the children’s 

vision, the bishop in white was killed, but Pope John Paul II 

survived – seeing Our Lady’s saving hand in his recovery. He 

later placed one of the bullets that passed through his body in a 

crown on the head of a statue of Mary. He also met with Agca in 

person and personally forgave him.

The antagonistic secular authorities could not prevent 

pilgrims from thronging to Fatima more than 100 years ago, just 

as devout pilgrims do today. Francisco and Jacinta died young 

as the Spanish flu was raging through the world. Lucia became 

a nun and lived to be 97; she continued to write about the 

apparitions throughout her long life. Francisco and Jacinta were 

canonized for their personal holiness (not just for witnessing 

the apparitions) by Pope Francis, and the cause for canonization 

of Sister Lucia is open. 

As I was reading this book, I thought of Our Lady grieving – 

she who had suffered so much at the death of her son Jesus on 

the cross. I thought of how deeply her heart must be hurting 

today, during a pandemic that has claimed millions of lives and 

worldwide conflicts that continue to cause pain and suffering. 

The bullets have not stopped flying; people have not stopped 

crying out in agony. The famous Fatima prayer given to the 

children seems as needed today as ever: “O, my Jesus, forgive 

us our sins. Save us from the fires of hell. Lead all souls to 

heaven, especially those most in need of your mercy.”  

Reviewed by  
Peggy Eastman
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