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INTRODUCTION 

+ To inspire everyone to get excited about writing a 
resolution. 

+ As elementary teacher, always ask:   
 Who, What, Where, When, and Why questions. 

+ Remember, if I can write a resolution, you can too! 
+ Today, I will share with you my four steps on how to 

write a resolution.   
 



WHAT 

+ What is a resolution?  A resolution is a noun.   
+ I will leave all the information about the origin of the word for 

another time.   
+ There are many kinds of resolutions (New Years, boards, 

and library resolutions to name a few).  
+ To save time and confusion, I will be talking only about the 

resolutions that apply to Catholic Daughters of the 
Americas®.  
 



WHAT (#2): DEFINITIONS 
+ Dictionary.com tells us that resolution is pronounced:   
   rez-uh- loo-shuhn. 
+ Definitions:   
(1)a formal expression of opinion or intention made, usually 

after voting, by a formal organization, a legislature, a club, 
or other group.    

(2)Resolution is the act of resolving or determining upon an 
action, course of action, method, procedure, etc. 

(3)a resolve; a decision or determination: to make a firm 
resolution to do something. 
 
 

https://www.dictionary.com/browse/resolve
https://www.dictionary.com/browse/resolve


WHAT (#3): SYNONYMS 
+ To help you have a better understanding here are some Synonyms  
of resolution:                             
 STEADFASTNESS: firm in belief; determination, or adherence. **  
 COURAGE implies firmness of mind and will in the face of danger or 

extreme  difficulty.  the courage to support unpopular causes.**         
 SPIRIT also suggests a quality of temperament enabling one to hold 

one's own or keep up one's morale when opposed. **    
 RESOLUTION stresses firm determination to achieve one's ends. ** 

           
+ ** “Resolution.” Merriam-Webster.com Dictionary, Merriam Webster,       
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/resolution. Accessed 16 May. 2021.   
Style: MLA  

 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/courage
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/spirit
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/resolution
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/resolution.%20Accessed%2016%20May.%202021


WHAT: Summary 

+ We now know that a resolution is a document 
that contains an issue that a local court, state 
court, or Resolution Committee wants all CDA 
members to be aware of and solutions 
presented to solve the issue. 
 



WHO 
+ The who is quite simple!  The “WHO” is simply any member of the 

Catholic Daughters and/or members of a CDA Resolution 
Committee.          

+ Working together with other court members on a resolution 
provides a variety of viewpoints which can complement each 
other’s ideas.   

  
+ As I was writing my first resolution, I kept wondering if I was writing 

it correctly.  Writing the first resolution is always the scariest.  I was 
super scared and so nervous.  
 

+ Now I look forward to the challenge of convincing other CDA 
members of seeing the importance of each of my resolutions. 

 



WHEN 

+ This is the easiest of the five “W” questions.   
  

+ A resolution is written when a Catholic Daughter has a 
cause that she is passionate about and thinks that it is 
important for all Catholic Daughters on State or 
National level.      

+ In other words, anytime the Holy Spirit inspires he. 



WHERE 

+ Resolutions can be written anywhere by any Catholic 
Daughter member or committee.      
    

+ Any CDA member can submit a resolution.    
   

+  Resolution Committee members on local court level, 
State Court level, or National Resolutions Committee 
can compose and submit a resolution or multiple 
resolutions.  



WHY 

+ Why write a resolution?  Why not?    
           
+ A resolution gives a special level of importance to a 
  motion.     
+ Therefore, it needs to be expressed formally in writing. 

 
+ I wrote a resolution for Catholic Daughters because I 
 found something that I want all Catholic Daughter  
 members to be aware of. 

 



HOW 
+ Today, I want to share with you the way to write a
 Resolution as found in Robert’s Rule of Order. 
+ In other words, I have done the research for you, hoping
  that you will find it easier to write a resolution. 
        
+Before you start to write a resolution, remember these 
important points:  
 Be clear about what you want.  
 Understand why you want it.  
 Be specific about what you want.  
 Be committed to the outcome.  
 Put it in writing.      

      



STEPS IN WRITING A RESOLUTION 
 +  First Step:   Write what you want to happen.  

     
+  Second Step: Do some background research and
    write your first “Whereas” paragraph.
     
+  Third Step:  Continue writing more “Whereas” 

                      paragraphs.    
  

+  Fourth Step:  Putting the resolution together. 
 



FIRST STEP 
+ Write what you want to happen.  Pick an issue that you care
 about, or something that you want to happen.     
+ Once you know what action you want to take, then write it down

  in the “Resolved paragraph”.  You can have more than one
 “Resolved”. 

+ Resolved, That the Catholic Daughters of the Americas promote
             the “Prayer for Intercession for Blessed Stanley 
             Francis Rother”; and be it further   
  

+ Resolved, That the Catholic Daughters  promote devotion to 
 Blessed Stanley Rother by including the “Prayer for   the 
Cause of Canonization of Blessed Stanley  
 Rother” on the National Catholic Daughter website,  the 
National Quarterly and/or the SHARE Magazine. 
 
 



SECOND STEP 
+  Do some background research and write your first “Whereas”
 paragraph. 
+  In parliamentary language, the “Whereas” paragraphs are called a 
preamble because they precede the Resolved clause(s).  
  
+  The purpose of a preamble is to give you a chance to list the 
 reasons for the resolution. 
   
+ I went on the National Catholic Daughters website and read “A 
  History of Support to Priests and to the Church”. 
 
+ Whereas:  Catholic Daughters of the Americas® have a   
  strong history of promoting  priestly vocations;    
and 

 



THIRD STEP 

+ Continue writing more “Whereas” paragraphs.   
+ The number of “Whereas” paragraphs depend on how 
 many points are needed to make your point(s) for 
your “Resolve Statement”.      
+ The more background information you can find for your
 “Whereas paragraphs” will make them more effective. 
  
+ Whereas, Catholic Daughters of the Americas pray for 
             and support priests throughout the world 
   including those serving in poor countries; and 

 



3rd Step: Whereas paragraph 

I read the book SHEPHERED Who Didn’t Run 
by Maria Ruiz Scaperlanda, which is the story 
of Blessed Stanley Rother from Oklahoma. 
 
 Father Stanley was the shepherd who chose to 

face death rather than abandon his flock, thus 
he was called the shepherd who didn’t run. 
(Page 33) He was murdered on July 28, 1981, 
in his Guatemalan mission rectory.  
     
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Murder


3rd  Step: Last Whereas paragraph 

On December 1, 2016, Pope Francis recognized Fr. Rother 
as a martyr for the faith.  Father Stanley Rother is the first 
martyr from the United States and the first U.S. born priest 
to be beatified.  The Rite of Beatification was held on 
September 23, 2017, in Oklahoma City. 
  
+ Whereas, Father Stanley Rother was Beatified on               
September 23, 2017, by Pope Francis’               
representatives in the United States;               
therefore, be it 

 



FOURTH STEP 
+ Putting the resolution together. 

+   
1. Format a Header on page:  

+ [Top left-hand corner]       
  (A) Catholic Daughters of the Americas   
  (B) type of meeting – State Officers Training   
 (C) place of meeting – Scottsdale, AZ    
 (D) date – July 18, 2021       

2. Title:          
 [double space two lines, center & type the title]  

+ RESOLUTION  



Fourth Step (continued) #2 
         

First “Whereas” clause: 
Use formal language in the body of the resolution beginning each 
new paragraph with the word, “Whereas”. At the end of the clause, 
place a semicolon (;) followed by the word “and”. 

Additional “Whereas” paragraph:            
Include each important statement of the resolution, beginning each 
paragraph with “Whereas” and ending with “; and”. 
 

+ Final Whereas paragraph: Begin with “Whereas” and end with 
                                “; therefore be it.”  



Fourth Step: Resolved Paragraph 
 Resolved Statement:             

The last statement of the resolution should state the final 
resolution which is the action that you want CDA members to 
take.  

+  Write it as follows: “Resolved, That…”     
  There can be more than one Resolved Statement.  

       
Bottom of Resolution:     
 Below the final resolution statement and on the left side of 
the page, the following information needs to be placed.  
 Submitted by:  Name(s)     
                   Titles 
+                                    Date approved (added after approval)

                                                  
 



Catholic Daughters of the Americas®                                                                                          
State Officers’ National Training 
Scottsdale, AZ 
July 15-17, 2021 

RESOLUTION 
  
Whereas, Catholic Daughters of the Americas have a strong history of        
promoting priestly vocations; and 
  
Whereas, Catholic Daughters of the Americas pray for and support priests 
      throughout the world including serving in poor countries; and 
  
Whereas, Father Stanley Rother was an American missionary priest serving      
the poor Indians in Guatemala; and      
   
Whereas, Father Stanley Rother choose to stay in Guatemala and defend the      
Catholic faith;  and 
 
 



  
Whereas, Father Stanley Rother was murdered for defending the Catholic Fait;   and  
  
Whereas, Father Stanley Rother is the first American-born priest to be Beatified;    and  
  
Whereas, Father Stanley Rother was Beatified on September 23, 2017, by Pope    
Francis’ representatives in the United States (second beatification in    the USA); 
therefore, be it 
  
Resolved, Catholic Daughters of the Americas promote the “Prayer for      
Intercession for Blessed Stanley Francis  Rother”; and be it further  
        
Resolved, That the Catholic Daughters  promote devotion to Blessed Stanley     
Rother by including the “Prayer for the Cause of Canonization of     Blessed 
Stanley Rother” on the National Catholic Daughter website,     the National 
Quarterly, and/or the SHARE Magazine. 
 
Submitted by: National Resolution Committee 
             Tess Cersovski, Chairman 
             Essie Walker 
 
 



CONCLUSION: Getting Approval 
+ Now you know the Who, What, When, Where, Why, and
 How of writing a CDA resolution.  
+ I hope that my presentation helps to take some of your
 intimidation of writing a resolution away.   
  
+ The FINAL step to is to get the resolution approved.  
      
+ CDA National website:          
       https://www.catholicdaughters.org  

Home Page   * Membership Resources * Type in 
Resolution  
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