
Daily Recap – Friday, July 22 

The morning began with deeply saddening news. Sherry Nilles announced that Manũela, mother of 
National Director and National Secretary-Treasurer-Elect Ivone Da Silveira, had suffered a massive 
stroke.  She was in the hospital and her prognosis was not encouraging. 

Manũela had been at the State Dinner the night before and by all accounts was energetic and happy. 

Newly appointed National Chaplain Father Bouquet led the gathering in three Hail Mary’s for her 
spiritual and physical well-being, as well as others who were recently ill or deceased. 

After members collected themselves, the Credentials Report was presented by Credentials Chairman 
Theresa Duran. The discussion on Amendments was then continued from yesterday’s meeting. 

Lina Nelon from NCOSE then presented, saying, “You are helping us help load the culture for a victory 
of dignity over death. Porn is crumbling The same week as Roe v. Wade executives from Pornhub fled 
and 70% of employees were fired. There are nine class action lawsuits and we participate in every single 
one of them plus more.” 

“Right now in hotel rooms individuals are viewing porn.  In the casino pimps are looking for men. You 
are helping us to change this situation.” 

“We are also suing Twitter which posted a video of two young men being abused and when the young 
men asked them to take it down Twitter replied that there was ‘no violation.’” 

“Our organization is tiny but mighty. You are the rock that is hitting the forehead of the beast. Please pray 
for me and my colleagues and we will pray for you.” 

Lina was met with applause when she said, “I am not a Catholic Daughter…yet.” 

Sherry then said, “I am presenting from all of you (in the audience”) a check to NCOSE for $10,000. 

Father Michael then prayed, “with you as wisdom it was present when you made the world. Send her 
forth from your Holy Heavens and that she will guide me wisely in her actions and be part of her glory. 

Everyone then moved to the Miramar Ballroom for the God and Country Mass where they began by 
singing “My Country ‘Tis of Thee.” 

Connie Dronette explained the meaning and symbolism of armed forces flags that were carried down the 
aisle by the Flag Bearers. She said: 

Service Flags were developed in 1919 to show the cost of war and show support to our armed forces 
The Gold Star is for mothers and spouses who have lost members of the armed forces 
The Blue Star flag shows that a family member is serving  -- the blue stands for Hope 
POW/MIA Flag is in memory of all those who are missing 
The colors of the Veterans Flag are symbolic red, white and blue 



The Chaplain Flag is blue with a .white cross. It was used to mark the spot where sacraments were held. It 
was intended to give soldiers comfort 

Next were the Army, Navy, Marine, Air Force, Coast Guard and National Guard flags 

Again, throughout the CDA Chorus added support and lovely musical spirituality. 

The Gospel according to John, “Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early in the morning while it was still 
dark. She ran to Simon Peter and said, ‘they have taken the Lord from the tomb and we don’t know where 
they put him.’ Mary stayed outside weeping but looked into the tomb and saw two angels in white, one at 
the head and one at feet where Jesus’ body had been.” 

“When they asked why she was weeping, she said, ‘they have taken my lord but I don’t know where they 
have taken him.’” 

She turned around and saw Jesus and he said, “whom are you looking for? Mary, stop holding onto me 
for I have not yet ascended to the Father, but go to my brothers and tell them I am going to my Father and 
your Father.’ Mary announced to the disciples,’ I have seen the Lord.’” 

The Homily began with, “Tomorrow is last full day of Convention.  We are praying for two sisters in the 
hospital, one is very sick and one is stable. Manũelita had a big stroke and we are confident that she has 
gathered all her things to go to her Maker.  She had a wonderful time last night, she was so happy, being 
happy with what she loved very much, the Catholic Daughters of the Americas.” 

He asked for applause for her. 

“What do we say when we hear this account, Chapter 20 of St. John, when we meet this wonderful Mary 
Magdalene? The Lord cast demons out of her and she was very devout. Her relationship with Jesus 
brought about a Burning Heart.” 

“She goes to visit Jesus in the dark!  She was brave because nobody at that time would go anywhere at 
night. She goes at night because she cannot help herself needing to know what happened to Jesus. In the 
meantime, all the apostles were in their houses very safe, waiting for the light.” 

“I would say with much respect say that we need to regain in the church a burning heart for our Lord. We 
are in a very difficult period in the History of the World and therefore in the church. There is a crisis. 
Only 42% of Catholics in a survey believe in the Real Presence of Christ. You can see it, in how we view 
the Eucharist. We have lost the Burning Love, the love that Mary Magdalene had: ‘please tell me where 
you have left him so I can take him with me, I don’t care what you did with him, I want to take him with 
me!’” 

“You are almost finished with this Convention, I beg you to do everything to help us, we have lost this 
burning love, it burns, it hurts…we cannot continue with this routine without noticing we have gone into 
a routine.  If you go into routine you will kill the relationship because when you are in  love, you are in a 
flame, but we have lost it -- bishops, cardinals, pope, clergy.  If only you are able to go away and take this 
beautiful love and burn yourself with this love for the church.” 

“Think of two birds, chickens look down and peck, peck, peck and eat and their destiny is chicken soup. 
Eagles soar above with grandeur and look at it all from above. I ask you to go from here tomorrow with 
love like the Eagle and soar! So God bless you and let us make America great again.” 



Christine Schicker from EWTN showed a beautiful and very professional video about the forming of 
EWTN by Mother Angelica, adding, “I personally said ‘yes’ when Mother Angelica hired me 20 years 
ago and I have had the opportunity to travel around the US to share the wonder of her and her message 
through EWTN.” 

Sherry then presented a check for $2000 to Christine for EWTN. 

The Elections Committee announced the results: 

National Directors
Barbara Ward 
Brenda Anderson 
Brenda West 
Darlene Moritz
Duchess Collins
Mary Impellizeri 
Michele Bowman  
Nancy Bambenek 
Yvette Griego 

Nominating Committee 
Primavera Johnson 
Rosie Duran 
Terrie Vacek 
Maria Santos-Silva 
Irene Duda 
Dr. Heather Rave 
Cindy Vincent 
Brenda Spizzo - first alternate
Rita Carlson  - second alternate

Newly elected National Regent Emily Guilherme then said: “I want to thank you from the bottom of my 
heart that this young girl from Portugal is now National Regent of this wonderful organization.  I am so 
humble I want you to know that I am here to serve, not be served and I want everything I do to glorify 
God.”   

“I ask you to please pray for me for the next two years I’m going to need it. My mom passed away, and I 
wish my mom was here. My mom was my biggest encourager. I know you’re with me mom. I want to 
thank Past National Regents, especially Joanne Tomassi and Helene Shepard and our National Regent 
Sherry Nilles. I would like to announce that our National Chaplain for the next two years will be Father 
Shannon Bouquet. I feel he will be a blessing to the organization.  

Dawn Fortenberry then announced awards for State Courts instituting new courts and local courts 
adding new members. After presenting the certificates to a representative from each winner, Dawn said, 
“remember to always shine the light for all to see because you never know who will see the light.” 

Sherry then introduced Ivone da Silveira, who said “my mom is pretty much still with us. She had 
complete brain damage and a heart attack at 2:00 in the morning. I do want to thank each one of you 
because the whole family celebrated Mother’s Day with all of us and this convention was a boon for us. 



She saw her friends and I thank each one of you for all the love you gave her. She danced and gave her 
last speech and she even said I don’t know if it will be the last time we talked and she danced in the 
lobby.  But it is hard but I know she’s happy,  and the party must go on and thank you and see you 
tonight.” 

Dawn Fortenberry then announced the Faustina Awards for a court member who has been instrumental 
court development, ending with, “If you want one of these beautiful certificates work hard!” 

National Office Manager Martha Hamboussi showed slides with the office headquarters staff member.  
She explained some of the billing procedures and  showed pictures of the office staff. She told a frugal 
story of how she was going to be charged over $500 for a repair job and she bought an item for a few 
dollars at a hardware store and had a neighbor install it for $12.00. 

Martha reviewed and showed pictures of several items in the CDA Website store, including luggage tags, 
beautiful towels with the CDA cross and crown, and described the inspiring pictures of Past National 
Regents” lining the hallway leading up to the lovely statue of the Blessed Mother, which Martha 
described as “Our beautiful lady at National Headquarters.” 

Past National Director Arline Rich made a motion to write a section on Territorial Courts in the Tools of 
the Trade section, which passed unanimously. 

Ivone da Silveira announced scholarship winners and Darlene Moritz announced education awards. 

The CDA Woman of the Year was announced as Jerry Lambrie (we are checking on exact spelling of her 
name), a member of Court #695 in Lake Charles, Louisiana. Jerry could not be at Convention and a 
planned Zoom call with her could not occur because of technical limitations. Jerry is 91 years young and 
has been energetic about organizing fund raisers and recruiting members. After retiring she was a key 
member in founding the Autism Society of America and became instrumental in helping adults with 
autism, finding housing and support for them.  Under her leadership and fund-raising ability, four homes 
were formed for adults with autism.  She attends Mass daily, cooks for her family and is active with 
Catholic Daughters. 

Sherry Nilles announced that she will receive a check for $5000, which Connie Dronette accepted on 
Jerrie’s behalf. 

Habitat for Humanity Chairman Nancy Bambenek then gave a report and awards on Habitat for Humanity 

Father Siby reported on the clergy luncheon, saying that discussion took place about the shortage of 
priests, and the importance of praying for priests and vocations and supporting seminarians. 

Louisiana State then announced with style and fun that the 2024 Biennial National Convention will be 
held in Louisiana with a terrific skit with music and costumes and role play and dancing. It was a great 
invitation to the next convention.  

Tom Panas gave the National Public Relations Chairman report, Connie Dronette announced Spirituality 
awards, Essie Walker presented on Leadership, Emily Guilherme on Quality of Life and Tess Cersovski 
on National Projects and Charities. 

In the evening, a festive “Puerto Rico Fun Night” was held with delicious dinner, fun music, dancing and 
performances.  Ivone da Silveira, who had been instrumental in planning the event was brave to be 
present, though her mom had to be on her mind. 
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