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St. Bernadette School Happenings 

As many of our 8th grade St. 

Bernadette students choose 

their high school matches, 

they begin to ponder the 

thought of graduation. 

Graduation has been a joyous 

event at St. Bernadette School 

since 1948. The last week of 

school for eighth graders 

usually consists of the Clap 

Out, the Graduation 

Ceremony, and the 8th Grade 

Dance. As an eighth grader 

myself, I am looking forward 

to graduation. This time of 

year is joyous but also 

bittersweet, as our departure 

from Bernie's approaches. 
St. Bernadette School 8

th
 Grade 

   On April 29, 2022 St.Bernadette had the 8th Grade vs. Faculty Basketball 

Game. The basketball game was originally created by Mrs. Wallace, the St. 

Bernadette gym teacher, so that the 8th grade could have a special moment 

with the faculty before they left the school. When I asked her how much time it 

takes to plan the whole thing she answered, ”Well, each team needs a coach 

and there needs to be two people running the scoreboard and microphone. 

Each team also needs shirts so they have a jersey to play in.” The basketball 

game tradition has been going on for about 14 years with the graduating class. 

I thought this was an amazing idea and that it was so special this year because 

 

this was one of the largest classes 

to play yet. In the game, the faculty 

won by only a few points. This is an 

amazing tradition and I can't wait 

for it next year.  

Graduation  

by Nydia Kannah 

DID YOU KNOW… 

t h at  o u r  8
t h

 G r ad e  C l ap  O u t  w i l l  b e  o n  M o n d ay ,  J u n e  6 ?  O u r  s c h o o l  c e l e b r at es   

t h e  l as t  d a y  o u r  8
t h

 G r a d e  w i l l  b e  i n  s c h o o l  a t  1 1 : 4 5  am!   

Faculty vs. 8
th

 Grade Basketball Game  

by Ellise Kozub 

Class of 2022 with 

Coaches Mr. Murphy (8M) and Mr. Bell (8T) 
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Because of the pandemic, 

many school clubs have 

been put on hold. One of 

the clubs we have been able 

to continue doing is Reading 

Olympics. In Reading  

Reading Olympics 

by Cara Jaskelewicz 
Olympians were led by 

Mrs. Terwilliger, Mrs. 

Cox, and Mrs. 

McCreavy. St. 

Bernadette brought 

two teams to the 

Reading Olympic 

competition. The 

teams and the captains 

of our teams were  

chosen at random. The 

captain of THE STORY 

SQUAD was Bridget 

Blaney, and the captain 

of ALL BOOKED was  

Aliza Rivera. Our two 

teams worked hard to 

read all of the books on 

the assigned lists. 

season. Also, Fran Belibi 

became the first woman to 

dunk in an NCAA tournament 

game since 2013! This was a 

huge moment! Creighton was 

the number ten seed and 

made it all the way to the 

Elite Eight! This year the 

Villanova women made it to 

the tournament led by All-

American Maddy Siegrist, 

who was the second leading 

scorer in the country! They 

were ranked as the 11th seed 

and upset the 6th seed, BYU 

Cougars, in the First Round 

game! They lost to Michigan 

in the Second Round but had 

a great season by upsetting 

UConn and making it to the 

Big East Conference champi- 

onship game! 

   In the end, number two 

seed UConn and the number 

one seed South Carolina 

made it to the National 

Championship. UConn ended 

up losing to South Carolina by 

a final score of 49-64.   

   This year’s March Madness 

has definitely been madness, 

from bracket busters to crazy 

slam dunks! Like every year, 

March never disappoints! 

 

 

 

 

 

This is the 16th Annual 

Troop Tango and we are 

all excited for it. There is 

much preparation as 

weeks before the Troop 

Tango, Mrs. Wallace is 

hard at work teaching the 

students dances for some 

songs like Cotton Eye Joe 

and the Macarena. Troop 

Tango is a celebration of 

raising donations for the 

military. Once we finish 

raising the goods, Mr. 

McGovern, an army 

soldier, comes to the 

school to pick up the 

Troop Tango 
by Patrick Fornwalt 

Olympics you are split 

into two teams and your 

team has to read as 

many of the books on 

the reading list as 

possible. When you go 

to the competition they 

ask you questions about 

those books and you 

and your team compete 

against other schools. 

This year, the Reading 

Olympics competition 

was held differently; we 

competed over Zoom. 

Our St. Bernadette  

teams competed on the 

29th of March and April 

4th.  Our Reading  

goods.  After that, all of 

the students wait until 

the end of the day to 

show off their dance 

moves to their friends at 

the dance party.There is 

a DJ who plays all kinds 

of music and may take 

suggestions of your 

favorite song.  Troop 

Tango has been a special 

part of the St. 

Bernadette School for 

many years. Students 

are always trying their 

hardest to raise as many 

donations as possible 

for troops overseas. The 

soldiers are always so 

grateful for all that is 

raised. 

Reading Olympics is a 

program to help students 

discover the joy and 

excitement of reading! 

At our meetings our two 

teams shared their 

summaries of the books 

they have read so the 

rest of their teammates 

could have an  

understanding of the 

books they didn’t read. 

We endlessly prepared 

and we hoped our hard 

work placed our school  

at the competition. 

March Madness 
by Hailey Kenefick 
  This year’s March Madness 

was one of the biggest and 

best this planet has ever 

seen, from powerhouse 

teams to Cinderella stories! 

This article is about the best, 

craziest, and most amazing 

moments from the 2022 

NCAA Tournament! 

  Going into the tournament, 

Gonzaga, Arizona, Baylor, 

and Kansas were number 

one seeds. Each of these 

teams had lost very few 

games during the season, 

but as March comes, 

anything can happen. 

Gonzaga went very far in 

the tournament, but was 

eliminated by Arkansas in 

the Sweet 16. Arizona 

was one of the most 

favored teams to win, but 

lost to the fifth 

seed, Houston Cougars in 

the Sweet 16. Baylor lost in 

the second round to the 

eighth seed North Carolina 

Tar Heels. Unlike the other 

number one seeds, Kansas 

made it all the way to the 

National Championship 

and won against North 

Carolina. 

   Now I want to talk about 

what I consider the biggest 

Cinderella Story to ever 

happen in the history of 

the NCAA tournament. 

Going into the tournament, 

St. Peter’s had never won 

an NCAA Tournament 

game. As the game 

progressed, fans realized 

the game was very close. 

They won in overtime with 

the final score being 85-79.  

  The women’s tourna- 

ment also did not dis- 

appoint. South Carolina, 

Stanford, North Carolina 

State, and Louisville were 

this year’s number one 

seeds. UConn was the 

number two seed, to a lot 

of people’s surprise; they 

had lost Paige Bueckers 

(their star player) to an 

injury most of the  
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   Black History Month 

celebrates and honors the 

accomplishments and 

contributions of African-

Americans to civilizations. 

The celebration started as 

“a week” of celebration in 

February 1926 by Carter G. 

Woodson, a Harvard 

University-educated African-

American. 

Black History Month 
by Nydia Kannah 

Every year here at St. Bernadette’s, we honor our Blessed 

Mother. As the students process around the block, parents 

gather to watch the ceremony  in the Grotto.  While we are 

all gathered in the grotto, we devote our prayers to our 

Blessed Mother. Each year a student recites the poem 

”Lovely Lady Dressed in Blue.” Eighth graders give Mary a 

May Procession 
by Bridget Blaney 

In 1976, the celebration 

was expanded to a month 

by President Gerald R. 

Ford. Since 1976, the 

month of February has 

been recognized as “Black 

History Month” in the 

United States, the UK, and 

Canada. 

   When some people think 

of Black History Month, 

they often think of slavery, 

but that is not black 

history; that is America’s 

history. The significance of 

Black History Month is to 

remember and  

 

Spring Sports 
by Edline Goba and Lyla Otis 

 

 

 

 

 

celebrate the 

accomplishments of 

African-Americans, many 

of whom have to struggle 

with adversity to achieve 

their accomplishments. 

 February officially 

became Black History 

Month in 1976 and 

African-Americans 

continue to make history 

every day.  Black history is 

being made in 

government, education, 

science and many other 

fields everyday. We are 

seeing more African-

Americans in history 

books, entertainment,  

   

 

 

 

 

 

sports, and business as 

positive influences to the 

younger generation. 

African-Americans are 

inspired by such 

accomplishments and 

believe that they are 

capable of anything, 

because they are BLACK 

EXCELLENCE.  

To learn about influential 

black men and women, 

visit “The Undefeated 44 

most influential black 

Americans in history” 

https://andscape.com/feat

ures/the-undefeated-44-

most-influential-black-

americans-in-history/. 

M 

 

flower crown while placing flowers around her. 

Second graders wear their Communion outfits, 

seventh graders wear their Confirmation robes, and 

eighth graders wear their graduation robes. It is a 

lovely day where our St. Bernadette family comes 

together to honor our Blessed Mother. 

 

   As spring begins, so do 

some of our favorite 

activities such as sports. 

Things like track and field, 

softball, and baseball are 

all back. For example, just 

yesterday our St.Bernie's 

varsity softball team 

played against St.Dot’s, 
ending with a tied game. 

Focusing back on our St. 

Bernie athletes, we 

collected some of their 

personal perspectives. 

Here are our interviews 

with our spring athletes: 

Kevin Fornwalt, Baseball 

Q: What is your favorite 

part of being on the CYO 

baseball team? 

A: Getting to play and be 

with my friends  

Q: How long have you 

been playing baseball? 

A: I believe this is my 9th 

year playing baseball and 

my 2nd on CYO 

Q: What is your favorite 

position? 

A: Second Base or Right 

Field 

Q: What Position do you 

play? 

A: Right Field 

Q: Do you bat right, left, 

or both? 

A: Right  

Q: Do you like playing 

baseball? 

A: Yes, it is one of my 

favorite sports. 
Katie Otis, Track and Field, 

Softball 

Q: Which sport is your 

favorite?  

A: I hate to pick one, but I 

have to say softball it is my 

favorite sport  

Q: What is your favorite 

part of being on CYO 

teams and clinics? 

A: The people, coaches and 

the team. I love softball so 

much. Because of it, I’m so 

more friendly to older 

kids. 

Q: How long have you 

been playing softball and 

doing track? 

A: I have been playing 

softball for a little over 3 

years now, and I've been 

doing track since Grade 1.  
Lee Dougherty, Track and 

Field 

Q: How long have you 

been doing track? 

A: Started this year. 

Q: Do you like the track 

so far? What makes it fun? 

A: Yes I like track, and the 

races we do at the end 

makes it fun. 

Q: Who is your favorite 

coach? 

A: Coach Jackie! 

Q: What has been your 

favorite moment so far 

during track? 

A: Winning first place 

during track. 

Q: What made you want to 

do track? 

A: My mom encouraged me 

to do it, but it also ended up 

being fun. 

    

Spring sports at St. 

Bernadette are definitely 

challenging, but as our 

flowers grow so do our 

CYO athletes, making this 

season all the more 

exciting. 
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Confirmation and First Communion  
by Olivia Haenn and Lyla Otis  

 

The Paw Print is  

St. Bernadette School’s student 

newspaper. The ideas 

expressed do not necessarily 

reflect the opinions of the staff 

of The Paw Print. 

 

 

 

Moderators: 

Mrs. Marybeth Geller 

Mrs. Kelly Terwilliger 

 

   This 2021-2022 school year, 

our 2nd and 7th grade 

students received two very 

important sacraments. On 

February 12th the 7th grade 

class got  to receive the 

sacrament of Confirmation. 

This sacrament is very 

important to the Catholic 

Church because it marks the 

day you are fully part of the 

Church. While preparing all 

year for this sacrament, we 

took some time to express 

how we felt before, during 

and after this very important 

moment.           

   "Before I received 

Confirmation, I didn’t notice 

that I was missing something. 

I thought Confirmation was 
just a title that would be 

given to me, but after 
receiving it I felt God’s grace 

enter me. I felt lighter almost. 

After me and my classmates 

made the Sacrament we all 

had smiles across our faces. It 

felt different, like I had a fresh 

start, and grew a closer 

connection to God.”-Bridget 

Grant  

“Before I received 

Confirmation, I was a little 

confused about the 

sacrament and didn’t know 

the true importance of 

Confirmation. I always 

thought it was just picking a 

saint’s name for a 

representative title in the 

church. But after learning 

about it for over 4 months, 

researching the importance of 
picking a saint’s name, and, of 

course, learning the history of 

Confirmation and how it truly 

transforms you into a full 

member of the Church, I grew 

very fond of it. While I was 

making Confirmation, I was 

excited and not nervous. 

After I finished the 

sacrament, I felt God’s grace 

even more than I ever had 

before.” -Lexi Faso 

   “Before I received 

Confirmation I was scared I 

would mess up and do some- 

thing extremely wrong. I 

thought it was just a fancy 

title for a special mass. I was 

completely wrong. I 

 

 

didn’t know why we had to 

pick a name, because I 

already had a middle name. 

When the day came I saw the 

significance and the 

importance of it. I was 

completely changed. ”- Lyla 

Otis 

   This year, First Communion 

took place on May 7
th

. The 

2nd graders in the parish 

received Jesus for the first 

time. During the preparation 

period, we took some time to 

ask the 2nd graders how they 

feel about this sacrament and 

other things they learned 

while getting ready for First 

Communion in this 2021-

2022 school year.  

 

   “I have learned that we are 

receiving Jesus. I also learned 

that it’s not the last time we 

are receiving Jesus. I learned 

the words Eucharist, Pope, 

chamber. I feel that I am kind 

of nervous, but also happy. I 

am very excited to wear my 

dress. I think it is special to 

receive the body and blood of 

Jesus for the first time in First  

Communion because we are 

 

 

 

 

becoming One.”            

-Scarlet Dimarco  

   “I am happy and 

excited for my First 

Communion. I feel 

really good about it. 

One thing I learned 

about First 

Communion is that 

receiving God is impor-

tant because it shows 

how much you love 

God. You are receiving 

Him for the first time in 

your life, but it won’t 

be the last time. The 

Eucharist represents 

Christ’s body, and I am 

thankful for this day!”  

-Colin Blaney  

   According to 

Christopher Wallace, “I 

am excited to receive 

Jesus because Mrs. 

Gilligan said it was 

important for us. I 

learned that Jesus’ 

body is called the 

Eucharist; I also 

learned that Jesus’ 

body and blood was 

first received at the 

Last Supper. I am 

excited for the day!” 

  

 Riddles and Puzzles 
by Stephanie Shields 

 
1. What word can be put upside down, rightside up, can be 

reversed and still the same? 2. A man is looking at a 

photograph of someone. His friend asks who it is. The man 

replies, “Brothers and sisters, I have none. But that man’s 

father is my father’s son.” Who was in the photograph? 

3. A man stands on one side of a river, his dog on the other. 

The man calls his dog, who immediately crosses the river 

without getting wet and without using a bridge or a boat. 

How did the dog do it? 

ANSWERS: 1. NOON, 2. His son, 3. The river was frozen. 

 

 

Our 8
th

 Grade graduation is on Wednesday, June 8 at 

7:00 pm? 

DID YOU KNOW… 


