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Sirach 3:17-18, 20, 28-29; Hebrews 12:18-19, 22-24a; Luke 14:1, 7-14

Next Week’s Readings:
Wisdom 9:13-18b: Philemon 9-10, 12-17: Luke 14:25-33

“Lord Jesus, you accompanied your disciples on the way to Emmaus... as we journey in faith, we trust in your Spirit
… to transform our parishes… that we may travel together on mission…” -Journey in Faith Prayer

This Sunday’s readings invite us to see the world—and our lives—through the lens of
humility. Sirach counsels, “My child, conduct your affairs with humility, and you will
be loved more than a giver of gifts.” The wisdom is simple, yet profound: true
greatness does not come from grasping for recognition, but from lowering ourselves
before God and opening our hearts to others. A humble spirit creates space for
grace.

The Letter to the Hebrews then lifts our eyes to the reality of God’s kingdom. We are
not meant to cower in fear, but to approach the living God with reverence and hope.
In Christ, we have access to something far greater than earthly honor—we are invited
into the heavenly Jerusalem, into communion with angels and saints, into a family
bound together not by prestige but by God’s mercy.

Finally, in Luke’s Gospel, Jesus takes what seems ordinary—a dinner party—and
turns it upside down. In a world obsessed with honor, seats of prestige, and social
status, Jesus tells us that the way of discipleship is different. “When you are invited,
go and take the lowest place … For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled,
but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.” Even more, He asks us to extend
invitations not just to those who can repay us, but to those on the margins: the poor,
the sick, the forgotten. In other words, discipleship is not about seeking gain, but
about offering love freely.

These words speak directly into our lives today, especially as we embrace the
Archdiocese of Dubuque’s Journey in Faith initiative. Just as the first disciples
walked the road to Emmaus with hearts burning as Christ revealed Himself, so too
are we being invited to walk together in humility, openness, and mission. The
Journey in Faith prayer—and this process—echo the call of our readings:

Trust — Sirach teaches us to entrust ourselves to humility, knowing God will
provide. Journey in Faith asks us to trust in the Spirit’s guidance, even in
uncertain times.
Transform — Hebrews shows us that we are already part of a heavenly reality.
Journey in Faith seeks to transform our parishes and hearts, shaping us as
missionary disciples who live for God’s kingdom.
Together — Jesus reminds us that discipleship means inviting everyone to the
table, especially those most overlooked. Journey in Faith is precisely about
walking together—not as isolated parishes, but as a family united in Christ.

 As we move forward as a diocese, this path of humility is what will bear lasting fruit.
Today, as we gather at the Eucharist—the banquet to which Christ invites all—we
pray for the grace to live humbly, to trust the Spirit’s lead, and to walk together in
faith. May this Sunday’s Gospel inspire us to make room at the table, not only in our
parishes but in our hearts, so that all may find a home in Christ.

http://www.tinyurl.com/ndcschool


MASS SCHEDULE

Stewardship of Offering

MATT DUERRE
JOYCE KAPLER
DEB WILKINS
DIANE KOVARIK
VICKI MCGEE
MARY STEVENSON
DAVE BOELMAN
MARIA LARSON

Stewardship of Prayer

JODENE VAN DYKE
ETHAN PEPERA
LISA PETER
CLARE STEJSKAL
STU GORDON
JIM MURPHY
BEV BINA
SHARON BOYD

Please pray for the sick of our parish, including the following and those listed
in the Book of Petitions.

AUGUST 24, 2025

Total Stewardship Contributions/Offertory Income 
 Needed each week:                                                        $ 10,827.00
 Last week’s Envelope Contribution Income:         $   5,458.00
 Last week’s ACH Contribution Income:                   $      805.00
 Last week’s offertory income:                                    $       546.00

Monday, September 1 | No Mass
+Pray for Vocations to the Priesthood

In the Gospel today, Jesus warns us not to give in hopes of repayment, but to give
open-handedly to the poor and needy. That sort of giving mirrors the bountiful

giving of God, and Jesus assures us it is blessed indeed!

JERRY SMITH
BETTE SULLIVAN
BRENT NEWMAN
MALISSA KAPPES
MATTHEW FERRIE
MARK TIESKOTTER
MARSHALL LARSON
SARAH FRANKLIN

Saturday, September 6 | Mass
4:00 p.m. +Mary McMahon, Mary and Peter 
                   Gubash, Mary and Arnie Skoda, 
                   Arlyn Skoda
EMHCs: Brian McGee; Jim & Anne Ott
Lectors: Brian McGee; Karen Hyke
Servers: Axton Langreck
Music: Pam Daley; Deb Moellers
Greeters: Galen & Lavon Fye
Hosts: Gretchen Laub; Carver Munkel
Ushers: Joey Reinhart; Gretchen Laub; 
              Carver Munkel; Ray Schwarzhoff
Sacristan: Karen Hyke; Joey Reinhart 

Sunday, September 7 | Mass
8:00 a.m. +Nancy Lou Hruska
EMHCs: Barb O’Donnell; Phil & Kim Walker
Lectors: Brooks Manske; Boyd Turnbull
Servers: Lincoln Manske
Music: Dee Hosek; Deb Moellers
Greeters: Betty Hebrink; Pat Pinter
Hosts: Phil & Kim Walker
Ushers: Warren Steffen; Art Schwarzhoff; 
              Richard McConnell; Tom Mullen
Sacristan: Boyd Turnbull

Sunday, September 7 | Mass
10:00 a.m. +James and Mary Kreitzer
EMHCs: Patty Elsbernd; Tracy Hart; Sheila 
              Slifka
Lectors: Tracy Hart; Nita Hackman
Servers: Sebastian Gourley; Liam Moon
Music: Good News Singers; Deb Moellers
Greeters: Audrey Hyke
Hosts: Ken Hubka
Ushers: Matt Daley Family; Sue Sovereign
Sacristan: Sheila Slifka

TONY WICKS
TESS SHEEHY
WAYNE SCRABECK
ED KOVARIK
RICK SCHOLBROCK
KYLE SLIFKA
KEN HRUSKA

Tuesday, September 2 | Mass
5:15 p.m. +Sheri Conlan
Sacristan: Karen Hyke

Thursday, September 4 | Mass 
9:00 a.m. +Lynne Lorenzo
Sacristan: Joyce Jirak

Friday, September 5 | Mass
8:00 a.m. + Tom Herold and John Gosch
Sacristan: Terry Duerre

Bread: Nancy Lou Hruska
Wine: Nancy Lou Hruska
Candle: For the People

Wednesday, September 3 | Mass
8:00 a.m. +Regina and Otto Nehl
Sacristan: Donna Ryant
Music: Jed Becker











Women of the Decorah Deanery, There are many good things
happening within the Archdiocese of Dubuque for women.  Please use
the QR code to access the Fall edition of THE LINK for important
information on:

Journey In Faith from the Archdiocese,
ACCW Annual Meeting (September 27th),
Beauty in Christ Women's Conference (January 31st) and
Eucharistic Pilgrimage

Our Sympathy

Your prayers are requested for the
repose of the soul of

Marjette Fitzgerald

In the Community
Veterans Banquet will be held on Saturday, November 8  at
McAllister’s Heritage Event Center. Social will begin at 5:00 p.m. Meal
will begin at 6:00 p.m. Program begins at 7:00 p.m. This year’s keynote
speaker is Dee Hosek. There will be a quilt raffle for a beautiful quilt
crafted by Coleen Cauwels for $5 a ticket. You must be present to win.
The banquet is open to the public. There will also be a free meal to
veterans on November 5  from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. at the Heritage Event
Center. 

th

th

This Week at Notre Dame

Sewing Circle will meet on TUESDAY, September 2  at 2:00 p.m. in
the parish hall. 

nd

Time & Talent Due Soon!
We invite you to share your time and talents

by signing up for our parish ministries!
Whether you’ve served before or are looking
for a new way to get involved, we encourage

everyone to fill out the online form. This helps
us keep our records up to date and make sure
each ministry is supported. Together, we can

continue to grow as a vibrant, welcoming
parish community.

St. Agnes Annual Mass will be held on Saturday, August 30  at 6:00
p.m.  with a meal following. All are welcome to attend.

th

Parish Office Hours Changing to 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Monday-
Friday. On Thursday’s the staff will attend the school Mass
together from 9:00 - 10:00 a.m.

Ministers of Care will meet on Tuesday, September 2  at 4:00 p.m. in
the parish office. 

nd

Buildings and Grounds will meet on Thursday, September 4  at 7:00
p.m. in the parish office. 

th

Happy

Anniversary

Jim & Anne Ott

SCRIP gift cards will be sold in the back of church next weekend.




