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Sirach 35:12-14, 16-18; 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18; Luke 18:9-14

Next Week’s Readings:
Wisdom 3:1-9; Romans 5:5-11; John 6:37-40 

“God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ,
and entrusting to us the message of salvation.”

This week’s readings remind us that God’s justice and mercy go hand
in hand—and that both flow most freely toward those who are humble
of heart. Sirach tells us that the Lord shows no partiality, yet He
listens especially to the cry of the poor and the oppressed. God’s
attention is not won by status, wealth, or eloquent prayers, but by
sincerity and faith. In a world where self-promotion is often rewarded,
these words call us back to the truth: what matters most to God is not
how high we lift ourselves up, but how we open our hearts in honest
dependence on Him.

St. Paul’s words to Timothy echo that same humility and trust. Facing
the end of his life, Paul looks back not with regret, but with
confidence in God’s faithfulness. He knows that his strength has come
from the Lord, who “stood by me and gave me strength.” Paul’s hope
rests not in his own accomplishments but in the “crown of
righteousness” that God gives to all who long for Christ’s appearing.
His perseverance and humility give witness to a faith that trusts even
in suffering.

In the Gospel, Jesus offers the parable of the Pharisee and the tax
collector—a stark image of two very different prayers. The Pharisee,
convinced of his own goodness, stands tall and praises himself before
God. The tax collector, aware of his sin, can barely lift his eyes,
whispering only, “God, be merciful to me, a sinner.” Jesus tells us
plainly which prayer is heard: “Whoever exalts himself will be
humbled, and the one who humbles himself will be exalted.” As we
come to prayer this week, may we do so not seeking to justify
ourselves, but to be justified by God’s mercy. In humility, we find not
shame—but grace.

http://www.tinyurl.com/ndcschool


MASS SCHEDULE

Stewardship of Offering

MATT DUERRE
JOYCE KAPLER
DIANE KOVARIK
MARY STEVENSON
DAVE BOELMAN
MARIA LARSON
MARY GANSEN
AUDREY HYKE

Stewardship of Prayer

JODENE VAN DYKE
ETHAN PEPERA
LISA PETER
CLARE STEJSKAL
STU GORDON
JIM MURPHY
BEV BINA
SHARON BOYD

Please pray for the sick of our parish, including the following and those listed
in the Book of Petitions.

OCTOBER 19, 2025

Total Stewardship Contributions/Offertory Income 
 Needed each week:                                                        $ 10,837.00
 Last week’s Envelope Contribution Income:         $   7,133.00
 Last week’s ACH Contribution Income:                   $       800.00
 Last week’s offertory income:                                    $       498.75

Monday, October 27 | No Mass
+Pray for Vocations to Religious Life

Both the first reading and today’s Psalm say clearly that the Lord hears the cry of
the poor. Have I been given the gifts - of time or money or abilities - to be the means

by which God answers their need?

JERRY SMITH
BETTE SULLIVAN
BRENT NEWMAN
MALISSA KAPPES
MARK TIESKOTTER
SARAH FRANKLIN
BILL SINDELAR
BETTY BALIK

Saturday, November 1 | Mass
4:00 p.m. +Mike McCabe; deceased members 
                    of Schulte and McCabe family
EMHCs: Jim & Anne Ott; Becky McGee
Lectors: Brian McGee
Servers: Axton Langreck
Music: Pam Daley; Jamie Fisk
Greeters: Don & Lois Recker; Lois Ollendieck
Hosts: Jim & Anne Ott
Ushers: Bryan Sheehy; Brian McGee; Jim 
              Murphy; Ray Schwarzhoff
Sacristan: Brian McGee

Sunday, November 2 | Mass
8:00 a.m. +Donnie Aberg
EMHCs: Julie Wilson; Patti Guyer; Julie 
              Haskovec
Lectors: Julie Wilson; Jim Truka
Servers: Claire Kach; Cora Kach; James Kach
Music: Dee Hosek; Polly Jones
Greeters: Kenny & Jeri Andera; Pat & Mar 
                 Ollendieck
Hosts: Tom & Steph Feldman Family
Ushers: Bart & Julie Wilson; Marvin Lensing; 
              Joe Haskovec
Sacristan: Marvin Lensing

Sunday, November 2 | Remembrance Mass
10:00 a.m. +Colby Fye
EMHCs: Knights of Columbus Council 1571
Lectors: Knights of Columbus Council 1571
Servers: Liam Moon; Mason Keune
Music: Good News Singers
Greeters: Knights of Columbus Council 1571
Hosts: Knights of Columbus Council 1571
Ushers: Knights of Columbus Council 1571
Sacristan: Jerry & Wanda Reicks

TONY WICKS
TESS SHEEHY
WAYNE SCRABECK
ED KOVARIK
RICK SCHOLBROCK
KYLE SLIFKA
BETTY WENTHOLD

Tuesday, October 28 | Mass
5:15 p.m. +Kay Barnes
Sacristan:  Karen Hyke

Thursday, October 30 | Mass 
9:00 a.m. +Bud and Mary Ann Billmyer
Sacristan: Inez Kruse

Friday, October 31 | Mass
8:00 a.m. +Jack and Norma Smith
Sacristan: Jerry & Barb O’Donnell

Missalettes: Mary Jane Hudson
Candle: For the People

Wednesday, October 29 | Mass
8:00 a.m. +Adolph and Dolores Hayek
Sacristan: Jed & Joyce Becker
Music: Jed Becker

Remembrance Mass
If you have received an invitation in the mail,

please RSVP as soon as possible. You can go to the
website or call the Parish Office. Thank you!







NOTRE DAME
JOURNEY IN FAITH @

Parish Session 2 Highlights
Opening
The Parish Team began with the Journey in Faith
Prayer, followed by a review of what inspired the
Archdiocese to begin the Journey in Faith process,
along with its Mission, Values, and Vision.
Small Group Work
Those in attendance then worked in small groups to review the
three proposed models for our region (RPA 3). All small-group
feedback forms were submitted in full to the Archdiocese, and
this handout includes only a summary of that feedback.
Closing
Seventy-four people attended the meeting. Father encouraged everyone to use the word
“transform” rather than “change” when speaking about this process. He also invited all to
continue sharing their thoughts with the Archdiocese through the Feedback Form on the
Journey in Faith website, assuring that all feedback is read and thoughtfully considered.

Model A

Strengths
This model benefits from a strong number of parishioners within the pastorate, which could
lead to increased volunteer involvement. It also includes several Catholic schools and the
highest number of priests among all the models. The presence of more young families is
likely, and a combined Catholic school with robust enrollment could eventually support the
development of a Catholic middle or high school in the future.

Weaknesses
The distance between parishes was noted as a
weakness in each small group. Parishes in this
model are not as closely connected as in others,
and the overall number of parishioners could also
be seen as a limitation. Additionally, some
parishes in this model are too far away for their
members to regularly attend Mass at Notre Dame.

Disagree
38.5%

Strongly Disagree
38.5%

Agree
23.1%

Level of Agreement



Model C

Strengths
The strengths of this model are similar to those of Model C, as it is essentially the same as
Model B but without Lawler and Little Turkey. Notre Dame is likely to see higher Mass
attendance since Protivin has only one Mass. The smaller geographic area could also be
considered a strength. Historically, St. Lucas has produced more vocations to the
priesthood, which adds to the model’s advantages.

Weaknesses
This model has one fewer Mass than Model B. It
also provides less visibility into what is happening
with neighboring parishes, leaving many unknowns.
There may be a higher likelihood of some churches
moving to oratory status. It has the fewest Masses
and the smallest number of parishioners, which
could result in fewer volunteers and reduced
income. Additionally, this model would separate the
Christ Our Hope Cluster.

Agree
54.5%

Neutral
36.4%

Disagree
9.1%

Level of Agreement

Model B

Strengths
In this model, Notre Dame is the larger parish. We already collaborate with and support the
other parishes’ fundraisers within the proposed pastorate. Masses are evenly distributed
among the Mass sites, and travel time between parishes is relatively short. It seems to be
more manageable for the priests and represents a better cultural fit for our parish.

Weaknesses
In this model, there are three Mass sites served by
only two priests. It also covers a large area with
several older churches that require ongoing
maintenance. Spillville appears somewhat
isolated, so intentional efforts would be needed to
include them in decisions and ministries.
Additionally, questions arose about how
fundraisers would be coordinated, particularly
with Protivin hosting Czech Days.

Strongly Agree
61.5%

Agree
38.5%

Level of Agreement

Each group had the opportunity to indicate their level of agreement with the
model, though some groups opted not to do so for certain or all models.



Active-Duty
If you have a family member

who is currently on

(or a current National Guard member)
we would like to highlight them during
the month of November. Please send

their information and picture to
notredamecresco@dbqarch.org. 

Thank you!

Our Sympathy

Your prayers are requested for the
repose of the soul of

Walter Puffer

In the Community

Veterans Banquet will be held on Saturday, November 8  at the Expo and
catered by McAllister’s. Social will begin at 5:00 p.m. Meal will begin at 6:00
p.m. Program begins at 7:00 p.m. This year’s keynote speaker is Dee Hosek.
There will be a quilt raffle for a beautiful quilt crafted by Coleen Cauwels
for $5 a ticket. You must be present to win. The banquet is open to the
public. There will also be a free meal to veterans on November 5  from 11
a.m.-1 p.m. at the Heritage Event Center. 

th

th

This Week at Notre Dame

Immanuel Lutheran Church 32  Annual Fall Festival Dinner will be held
on Sunday, November 2, 2025, from 10:00 - 1:00 p.m. (curbside only). Menu
includes: Roast Pork, real mashed potatoes, gravy, dressing, corn,
cranberries, roll, & slice of your choice of apple, pumpkin, or cherry pie. We
encourage all to buy tickets ahead of time since there will only be 700
tickets available. Tickets can be purchased at Ox & Wren, Angie’s Beauty
Shop, and the Immanuel Lutheran Church Office. 

nd

Card Party will meet on Monday, October 27 , at 2:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall.
All are welcome to attend.  

th

St. Lucas Legion and Auxiliary will have a meal on Sunday, Nov. 9 in the
Church basement in honor of Veterans Day. Serving pancakes, sausage,
fruit and beverages. Free will offering.  Dine in / Carryout   Begins at 11:30
to 1:00 pm.  There will also be a bake sale with proceeds going to Veterans
needs.  Quilts of Valor will be presented at 1:00 pm.

As Prenatal and Infant Loss Awareness Month comes to a
close, let us continue to pray for and support those
families who have experienced life-limiting prenatal

diagnosis, miscarriage, stillbirth, or death of an infant
recently or years ago. 

Notre Dame Parish offers trained volunteers to support
families who have experienced this loss through the

Archdiocese of Dubuque’s “Behold Your Child” ministry.
Contact the Parish Office for more information about this

free and confidential service. You are not alone in your
loss.

October is Prenatal and Infant Loss Awareness Month. 

Contact the Parish Office for more information about
this free and confidential ministry.

Mass Intentions can no longer be scheduled at this time. We will begin
moving Mass intentions previously scheduled after July 1  to the current
open daily Mass times.

st

Meals on Wheels Sign-Up can be found in the back of church for the month
of November.

JIF Parish Session #3 will be held on November 6  from 6-8 p.m. in the
Parish Hall. All are encouraged to attend. Registrations are not necessary.
Parish Session #3 invites parishioners to look ahead and reflect on “where
do we feel called to belong in a pastorate”, creating space to consider the
proposed models, share new ideas and models, and discern together the
future of our parish communities.

th

Fill the Box American Legion Post 135 is asking for donations to help fill
boxes to send to local service members overseas. They are looking for
personal care items, non-perishable food items, and recreational activities
such as magazines, card games, thank you cards, books, etc. For more
information, call Ashten at 563-419-7329.

Waucoma Craft & Vendor Show will be held on Sunday, November 2 ,
from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. at the Waucoma Event Center. Free admission. Door
prizes. Lunch available by the Eden Outer Limits 4-H Club. 

nd

VFW Breakfast will be held at the VFW Hall every 3  Sunday from
September - May. Menu includes: regular, blueberry, & chocolate chip
pancakes, sausage, scrambled eggs, & beverage. Serving from 8:30 a.m. -
12:30 p.m. Free-will donation. Sponsored by VFW Post and Auxiliary 4561.
Upcoming dates include: November 16  and December 21 .  

rd

th st

Bible Study begins again
on October 29  at th

8:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.
All are welcome to

attend. No cost.




