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Isaiah 60:1-6; Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6; Matthew 2:1-12

Next Week’s Readings:
Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7; Acts 10:34-38; Matthew 3:13-17

“We saw his star at its rising
and have come to do him homage.”

Today’s solemnity shows what can happen when journeying
with open hearts and minds.  As the first reading from Isaiah
advises, “Upon you the Lord shines…Raise your eyes and look
about.” The Magi do indeed raise their eyes, see a star, and
then make great sacrifices to journey to its source, the Light
of the Word, Jesus our Savior.  To Him they offer sacrificial
gifts. We, too, are called to be stewards of God’s grace. As we
walk together through change, each of us must raise our eyes
and prayerfully listen to the Holy Spirit and one another. 

The Gospel also mentions what can happen when one reacts
from fear: Herod reacts to the light of the star in a very
different way from the Magi. Instead of being overjoyed,
Herod reacts from feeling threatened, causing great harm
even when the Savior is so near. 

Times of change can create feelings of uncertainty, fear, and
anger. We have the opportunity to offer these to the Lord
Jesus, that he might shed His light and guide us to walk by his
radiance. 

http://www.tinyurl.com/ndcschool


MASS SCHEDULE

Stewardship of Offering
DECEMBER 28, 2025 (AND CHRISTMAS)

Total Stewardship Contributions/Offertory Income 
 Needed each week:                                                        $ 10,837.00
 Last week’s Envelope Contribution Income:         $ 28,627.54
 Last week’s ACH Contribution Income:                   $    5,467.00
 Last week’s offertory income:                                    $    2,042.74  

Monday, January 5 | No Mass
+Pray for Vocations to the Priesthood

Today we remember the three wise men from the East who came to pay homage to
the infant Jesus, bringing Him rich gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

The gifts we bring --- our time, service, and some share of what we earn 
for the work we do --- are equally precious in his sight.

Tuesday, January 6 | Mass
5:15 p.m. +Leonard, Viola and Jack Ferrie; Helen  
                   Graves and Norma Cutsforth
Sacristan: Terry Duerre

Wednesday, January 7 | Mass
8:00 a.m. +John Tevis
Sacristan: Roger & Elaine Kleve
Music: Jed Becker

MADONNA KUENNEN
DON ZAKOSTELECKY
MADELYN OPPREICHT
JOYCE KAPLER

Stewardship of Prayer
Please pray for the sick of our parish, including the following and
those listed in the Book of Petitions. 

BILL SINDELAR
KYLE SLIFKA
MARY STEVENSON
BRENT NEWMAN

LISA PETER
STU GORDON
DI KOVARIK

Friday, January 9 | Mass
8:00 a.m. +Jean Walston
Sacristan: Donna Ryant

Sunday, January 11 | Mass
8:00 a.m. +For the People
EMHCs: Julie Wilson; Frank & Donna Ryant
Lectors: Julie Wilson; Carol Foley
Servers: Claire Kach; James Kach; Cora Kach
Music: Katie Ferrie; Polly Jones
Greeters: Tom & Steph Feldman Family; Chuck 
                  and Sanna Feldman
Hosts: Tom & Steph Feldman Family
Ushers: Quentin & Darlene Vsetecka; Bart Wilson;
              Nick Ferrie
Sacristan: Frank & Donna Ryant

Sunday, January 10 | Mass
10:00 a.m. +Frank McConnell
EMHCs: Sheila Slifka; Jed & Joyce Becker
Lectors: Jed Becker; Kayla Head
Servers: Roman Head; Connor Wurzer
Music: Joe Wacha; Polly Jones
Greeters: Randy & Tommy Mashek; Kathy 
                 McCarville
Hosts: Kathy McCarville
Ushers: Randy & Tommy Mashek; Sue Sovereign; 
              Kathy McCarville
Sacristan: Sheila Slifka

Missalettes: Chuck, Tillie, and
Dennis De Walle

Candle: Larry and Colleen Voves

Novena January 3-11th
In the most recent “Go Forth” newsletter from the

Archbishop, parishioners were invited to join in
praying a Novena from the Feast of the Most Holy
Name of Jesus (Jan 3) to the Baptism of the Lord

(Jan 11). But what is a Novena? 

Nine days of prayer with a specific intention. It is a structured way to be
persistent in prayer and build trust in God’s timing. 
Usually involves repeated prayers, scripture, and often praise of Saints or
Mary.
The first novena was the apostles praying for nine days between Jesus’
Ascension and Pentecost, waiting for the Holy Spirit. (Acts 1:14)
It is not necessary to pray the novena at the same time every day
(although you can). 
Novenas should not be seen as magical incantations that guarantee
desired results. God controls the universe and we certainly do not control
God. He is a loving Father in Heaven. Even though our intentions may be
good, God knows what is best for us, whether we understand his divine
intention or not. 

The novena for Journey in Faith is an insert in this bulletin We will also post it
on our social media platforms and have a link on our calendar and website. 

Please let us know if you have any questions.

Saturday, January 10 | Mass
4:00 p.m. +Scott Steffen
EMHCs: Steve & Terry Duerre; Angie Kappes
Lectors: Cheryl Brannon; Terry Duerre
Servers: Axton Langreck
Music: Harlan Larson; Mary Larson
Greeters: Don & Lois Recker
Hosts: Gretchen Laub & Carver Munkel
Ushers: Steve Duerre; Jim Murphy; Gretchen Laub; 
              Carver Munkel
Sacristan: Steve & Terry Duerre

Thursday, January 8 | Mass
9:00 a.m. +Dan Courtney
Sacristan: Sherry Sherfy

Congrats to those who were
baptized in December

Seaton James Hrdlicka
child of Austin and Maddie Hrdlicka

Mason John Schmitt
child of Spencer and Chelsey Schmitt

Welcome to those who joined
Notre Dame in December!

Austin & Maddie Hrdlicka
&

David Klimesh
&

Rosary Program
Our Lady (Notre Dame) is asking each of us to pray
the rosary every day. The rosary is so powerful and
carries with it so many graces. Continue to tally the

number of rosaries prayed on any piece of paper
and drop it into the collection basket as part of your

offering. Monthly totals will be published in the
bulletin. Rosaries prayed in December:  168.











In the Community

Sewing Circle will meet on Mon., Jan. 5 , at 2:00 p.m. in the
Parish Hall. All are welcome to attend. If you own a serger
sewing machine, please contact the Parish Office. 

th

Ministers of Care will meet at 4:00 p.m. on Tues., Jan. 6 , in
the Joseph Room.

th

Cornerstone (Week 1) will be held in the parish hall on Wed.,
Jan. 7  for parents and participants with a meal beginning at
6:15 p.m. 

th

Bible Study will not be held until March/April. 

Reverse Collection will take place next weekend. 

This Week at Notre DameTAKE NOTE:

PLANNING AHEAD:

Budget Boxes and Calendars 
2026 Budget Boxes and Calendars are
available in the Church.  If you participate
in ACH, Gifts of Grain or Gifts from your
IRA, you do not have a budget box.

Married Couples  Register for the next Worldwide Marriage
Encounter Weekend - it’s the best gift you’ll ever give to each
other and your marriage! For more information contact
Denise and Greg at 563-920-9419 or visit wwme.org.
Upcoming Dates: February 13-15 in Dubuque, April 10-12 in
Marshalltown, October 9-11 in Epworth.

Drive Through Living Nativity will be held
on Sun., Jan. 4 , from 5-7:30 p.m. in the
Notre Dame parish parking lot with real
people and real animals! Sponsored by
Notre Dame and Immanuel Lutheran.

th

Learn to Make Rosaries has been
rescheduled to January  12th and will still be
from 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. At this come-and-go
event, you will learn how to make a rosary in
a one-on-one learning environment. All
supplies will be provided. No cost to attend.

Knights of Columbus Council #1571 will
meet on January 20  (not January 7  as
previously printed). 

th th

Cornerstone Team Retreat will be held on January 11
from 9-Noon in the Parish Hall. Team will attend the 10
a.m. Mass together. 

th

Volunteers Needed to help take down the Christmas
decorations in the Church on January 11  after the 10 a.m.
Mass. 

th

Financial Peace University course is being held at Notre
Dame! We will meet weekly at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesdays
from January 14  - March 11 . Course cost includes
workbook, access to Ramsey+ for a year, and the course.
Cost is $79 per household. Register by going to:
https://notredamecresco.com/financial-peace-university

th th

Adult Winter Dance is being held on Saturday, January
17  at the Heritage Event Center from 5-10 p.m.
sponsored by the Notre Dame Family Ministry Committee.
Tickets are $25/person and include a catered meal from
McAllister’s! Tickets are available to purchase at the
Parish Office and online at:
https://notredamecresco.com/family-ministry.

th

Wee Families, wiggle-friendly faith formation for ages 1-
5 and their families, will be held on January 18  from
4:30-5:00 p.m. beginning in the gathering space of the
Church.  This month’s theme is, “Head, Shoulders, Knees
and Toes (Gestures of the Mass)”. 

th

Into the Deep, a multi-age discussion based on the
month’s topic and video, will take place on January 18 ,
from 9-10 a.m., in the KC Room of the Church. This
month’s theme is, “Why should I care about the Old
Testament since it was fulfilled?”. The video can be found
here: https://youtu.be/nx316bsgbrQ?
si=SgkwLDFO0yesamh3.

th

Lasagna Supper, fundraiser for the Notre Dame
School, will be held on January 23  from 4:30 - 6:30
p.m.  as a pre-order and drive-thru only. Tickets are
$12 and include a meal of lasagna, french bread, salad,
and dessert. They will be available for purchase
beginning on January 10  in the Parish Office. Online
auction available from January 16th-23  at 6 p.m. 

rd
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