January 4, 2026
The Epiphany of the Lord

Isaiah 60:1-6; Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6; Matthew 2:1-12

“We saw his star at its rising
and have come to do him homage.
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Today’s solemnity shows what can happen when journeying
with open hearts and minds. As the first reading from Isaiah
advises, “Upon you the Lord shines...Raise your eyes and look
about.” The Magi do indeed raise their eyes, see a star, and
then make great sacrifices to journey to its source, the Light
of the Word, Jesus our Savior. To Him they offer sacrificial
gifts. We, too, are called to be stewards of God’s grace. As we
walk together through change, each of us must raise our eyes
and prayerfully listen to the Holy Spirit and one another.

The Gospel also mentions what can happen when one reacts
from fear: Herod reacts to the light of the star in a very
different way from the Magi. Instead of being overjoyed,
Herod reacts from feeling threatened, causing great harm
even when the Savior is so near.

Times of change can create feelings of uncertainty, fear, and
anger. We have the opportunity to offer these to the Lord
Jesus, that he might shed His light and guide us to walk by his
radiance.

Next Week’s Readings:
Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7; Acts 10:34-38; Matthew 3:13-17
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MASS SCHEDULE

Monday, January 5 | No Mass
+Pray for Vocations to the Priesthood

Tuesday, January 6 | Mass

5:15 p.m. +Leonard, Viola and Jack Ferrie; Helen
Graves and Norma Cutsforth

Sacristan: Terry Duerre

Wednesday, January 7 | Mass
8:00 a.m. +John Tevis
Sacristan: Roger & Elaine Kleve
Music: Jed Becker

Thursday, January 8 | Mass
9:00 a.m. +Dan Courtney
Sacristan: Sherry Sherfy

Friday, January 9 | Mass
8:00 a.m. +Jean Walston
Sacristan: Donna Ryant

Saturday, January 10 | Mass

4:00 p.m. +Scott Steffen

EMHCs: Steve & Terry Duerre; Angie Kappes
Lectors: Cheryl Brannon; Terry Duerre
Servers: Axton Langreck

Music: Harlan Larson; Mary Larson
Greeters: Don & Lois Recker

Hosts: Gretchen Laub & Carver Munkel

Ushers: Steve Duerre; Jim Murphy; Gretchen Laub;

Carver Munkel
Sacristan: Steve & Terry Duerre

Sunday, January 11 | Mass

8:00 a.m. +For the People

EMHCs: Julie Wilson; Frank & Donna Ryant

Lectors: Julie Wilson; Carol Foley

Servers: Claire Kach; James Kach; Cora Kach

Music: Katie Ferrie; Polly Jones

Greeters: Tom & Steph Feldman Family; Chuck

and Sanna Feldman

Hosts: Tom & Steph Feldman Family

Ushers: Quentin & Darlene Vsetecka; Bart Wilson;
Nick Ferrie

Sacristan: Frank & Donna Ryant

Sunday, January 10 | Mass

10:00 a.m. +Frank McConnell

EMHCs: Sheila Slifka; Jed & Joyce Becker

Lectors: Jed Becker; Kayla Head

Servers: Roman Head; Connor Wurzer

Music: Joe Wacha; Polly Jones

Greeters: Randy & Tommy Mashek; Kathy

McCarville

Hosts: Kathy McCarville

Ushers: Randy & Tommy Mashek; Sue Sovereign;
Kathy McCarville

Sacristan: Sheila Slifka

Missalettes: Chuck, Tillie, and
Dennis De Walle
Candle: Larry and Colleen Voves

Stewardship of Prayer

Please pray for the sick of our parish, including the following and
those listed in the Book of Petitions.

MADONNA KUENNEN BILL SINDELAR LISA PETER
DON ZAKOSTELECKY KYLE SLIFKA STU GORDON
MADELYN OPPREICHT  MARY STEVENSON DI KOVARIK

JOYCE KAPLER BRENT NEWMAN

Novena January 3-11th

In the most recent “Go Forth” newsletter from the
Archbishop, parishioners were invited to join in
praying a Novena from the Feast of the Most Hol
Name of Jesus (Jan 3) to the Baptism of the Lor
(Jan 11). But what is a Novena?

S

Journey
inFait

¢ Nine days of prayer with a specific intention. It is a structured way to be
persistent in prayer and build trust in God’s timing.

e Usually involves repeated prayers, scripture, and often praise of Saints or
Mary.

e Thefirst novena was the apostles praying for nine days between Jesus’
Ascension and Pentecost, waiting for the Holy Spirit. (Acts 1:14)

e |tis not necessary to pray the novena at the same time every day
(although you can).

¢ Novenas should not be seen as magical incantations that guarantee
desired results. God controls the universe and we certainly do not control
God. He is a loving Father in Heaven. Even though our intentions may be
good, God knows what is best for us, whether we understand his divine
intention or not.

The novena for Journey in Faith is an insert in this bulletin We will also post it
on our social media platforms and have a link on our calendar and website.
Please let us know if you have any questions.

Congrats to those who were

baptized in December Welcome to those who joined

Notre Dame in December!
. Seator) James Hrd]icka .
child of Austin and Maddie Hrdlicka Austin & Maddie Hralitka

& &
Mason John Schmitt David Klimesh
Q\_ilrd of Spencer and Chelsey Schmitt

Rosary Program
Our Lady (Notre Dame) is asking each of us to pray
the rosary every day. The rosary is so powerful and
carries with it so many graces. Continue to tally the
number of rosaries prayed on any piece of paper
and drop it into the collection basket as part of your
offering. Monthly totals will be published in the
bulletin. Rosaries prayed in December: 168.

Stewardship of Offering

DECEMBER 28, 2025 (AND CHRISTMAS)

Total Stewardship Contributions/Offertory Income

Needed each week: $10,837.00
Last week’s Envelope Contribution Income: $28,627.54
Last week’s ACH Contribution Income: S 5,467.00
Last week’s offertory income: S 2,042.74

Today we remember the three wise men from the East who came to pay homage to
the infant Jesus, bringing Him rich gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
The gifts we bring --- our time, service, and some share of what we earn
for the work we do --- are equally precious in his sight.




Journey in Faith Novena
January 2026

Proposed structure for each day’s prayer:
Sign of the Cross
Reflect upon/offer intention for the day
Read Reflection/Focus
Pray Journey in Faith Prayer
Sign of the Cross

Day 1: January 3 (Optlonal Memorlal of the Most Holy Name of Jesus)

Intention: All the Faithful of the Archdiocese of Dubugque

Brothers and sisters:

If there is any encouragement in Christ,

any solace in love,

any participation in the Spirit,

any compassion and mercy,

complete my joy by being of the same mind,
with the same love, united in heart,

thinking one thing...

Have among yourselves the same attitude
that is also yours in Christ Jesus,

Who, though he was in the form of God,

did not regard equality with God something to be grasped. (Philippians 2: 1-2,5-6)

Reflection: All of our prayer is made through the name of Jesus, which means Savior. Today we pray that all the
faithful of the Archdiocese of Dubuque will call upon the name of Jesus in faith and trust so that they become more
like Him in thought, word, and deed. May we all recognize Jesus through breaking open word and bread, going forth
as joy-filled missionary disciples.

Day 2: January 4 (The Epiphany of the Lord)

Intention: Those who have not encountered Jesus or feel disconnected fr

The glory of the Lord shines upon you.

Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! Your light has come,
See, darkness covers the earth,

and thick clouds cover the peoples;

but upon you the LORD shines,

and over you appears his glory.

Nations shall walk by your light,

and kings by your shining radiance.

Raise your eyes and look about;

they all gather and come to you... (Isaiah 60: 1-4)

Reflection: The Magi’s journey to find the Christ Child was long and uncertain, led only by the light of a star. Their
encounter with the Lord leaves them changed, demonstrated by their departure by another way. Let us pray for those
who have not encountered Jesus and those who feel disconnected from their faith. May they know the Light of the
Lord drawing them to Him. May we, the people of the Archdiocese of Dubuque, welcome all people into a deeper
encounter with Jesus.



Day 3: January 5 (Memorial of St. John Neumann, Bishop)

Intention bishop Zinkula

And his commandment is this:

we should believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ,

and love one another just as he commanded us.

Those who keep his commandments remain in him, and he in them,
and the way we know that he remains in us

is from the Spirit whom he gave us. (1 John 3:23-24)

Reflection: Saint John Neumann, born in the current Czech Republic, came to the United States at age 25. After his
priestly ordination, he was eventually named bishop of Philadelphia. He lived the Lord’s command to love one
another and relied on the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Saint John Neumann was known for his holiness, learning,
preaching, and outstanding gifts of organization. We pray for our own Archbishop Thomas Zinkula, that filled with the
gifts of the Holy Spirit, he may know and continue to share the love of Christ and have the wisdom to guide our
archdiocese’s path as we Journey in Faith together.

Day 4: January 6 (Optional Memorial of St. Andre Besette, Religious)
Intention: Journey in Faith Core Team and Advisory Groups

Beloved, let us love one another,

because love is of God;

everyone who loves is begotten by God and knows God.

Whoever is without love does not know God, for God is love. (1 John 4:7-8)

Reflection: ““Put yourself in God’s hands; he abandons no one,” said St. Andre Bessette, who was assigned as
porter at the Congregation of the Holy Cross in Montreal. He was known for his gift of healing and had a special
devotion to St. Joseph. He reflected the words of love depicted in the reading today. Our prayer today is for the
Journey in Faith Core Team and Advisory Groups, that they receive the gifts of discernment, wisdom, and love
necessary to further the vision of our archdiocesan community.

Day 5: January 7 (Optional Memorial of St. Raymond of Penyafort, Priest)

Intention: Priests of the Archdiocese of Dubuque

Whoever acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God,
God remains in him and he in God.
We have come to know and to believe in the love God has for us.

God is love, and whoever remains in love remains in God and God in him.
In this is love brought to perfection among us,

that we have confidence on the day of judgment

because as he is, so are we in this world.

There is no fear in love,

but perfect love drives out fear

because fear has to do with punishment,

and so one who fears is not yet perfect in love. (1 John 4:16-18)

Reflection: We celebrate today the optional memorial of St. Raymond of Penyafort, priest, as we pray for the priests
of our own archdiocese. St. Raymond was a respected academic and a zealous priest who used his unique gifts to
the benefit of the Church. We offer an intention today in gratitude for the priests of the Archdiocese of Dubuque, and
pray that as we Journey in Faith they may know and reflect the perfect love of God which drives out fear.



Day 6: January 8 (Thursday after Eplphany)

Intantinmn acons and \secrated Re £ Ko Repmslmlimsmyemsy osF |
Intentio Dea 1S ana Lot crated t gious I the Archalocese of |

Whoever loves God must also love his brother.

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is begotten by God,
and everyone who loves the Father

loves also the one begotten by him.

In this way we know that we love the children of God

when we love God and obey his commandments.

For the love of God is this,

that we keep his commandments.

And his commandments are not burdensome,

for whoever is begotten by God conquers the world.

And the victory that conquers the world is our faith. (1 John 4:21-5:4)

Reflection: The commandment to love one’s brother and sister is not optional and requires a caring, self-sacrificing
commitment. Our deacons are ordained to be servants of love, as modeled by Jesus himself, who came “not to be
served, but to serve.” Those in consecrated religious life, fueled by their unique charisms and structures, have
sacrificially shared the love of God within our parishes, organizations, and religious houses. Today we pray for our
deacons and those in consecrated religious life, that they continue to live in the compassionate service of their
brothers and sisters for the glory of God.

Day 7: January 9 (Friday after Eplphany)

Intention: Archdiocesan Pastoral Center Staff
By this the love of God was revealed to us:

God sent his Only Begotten Song into the world,

So that we might have life through him. (1 John 4:9, Communion Antiphon)

Reflection: The Christian community should reflect God's love, manifested in Christ. The work of the archdiocesan
pastoral center staff is shaped by God's unconditional, sacrificial love. We pray today that the pastoral center staff
stays closely connected to life in Christ, that they may be spiritually filled to meaningfully support pastorates and
parishes in the Journey in Faith.

Day 8: January 10 (Saturday after Epiphany)

Intention: Parish and Catholic Schoaol Staff Members and Leaders

The people who sit in darkness have seen a great light,
on those dwelling in a land overshadowed by death
light has arisen. (Matthew 4:16, Gospel Acclamation)

Reflection: The staff and other leaders of our parishes and Catholic schools work publicly and behind the scenes to
help the People of God to grow in relationship with God. They seek to help parishioners see and respond to the
needs of others in imitation of Christ. In short, they share the light of Christ. Today, we pray for our parish and
Catholic school staff and leaders, that they truly be empowered by the Spirit and receive the graces from God that
they need as we travel together on mission.



Day 9: January 11 (The Baptism of the Lord)

Intention: All the faithful of the Archdiocese of Dubuque

R. The Lord will bless his people with peace.
Give to the LORD, you sons of God,
give to the LORD glory and praise,
Give to the LORD the glory due his name;
adore the LORD in holy attire.
R. The Lord will bless his people with peace. (Psalm 29:1-2, 11b)

Reflection: We, God’s beloved sons and daughters, give God glory and seek the blessing of His peace, just as our
psalm today proclaims. The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord marks the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry. This feast
is an apt opportunity to recognize the calling that comes from our own baptism. The heart of the Church’s mission is
to spread the saving name of Jesus who is the Good News; it is the responsibility and privilege of all the faithful to
take up this task anew amidst the increasing challenges of the world today. And so we end this novena as we
began, in prayer for all the faithful of our archdiocese. May we live out our baptism as an engaged archdiocesan
community of joyful missionary disciples, centered in our Eucharistic relationship with Jesus Christ and united

through our legacy of faith.



TAKE NOTE:

Budget Boxes and Calendars

2026 Budget Boxes and Calendars are
available in the Church. If you participate
in ACH, Gifts of Grain or Gifts from your
IRA, you do not have a budget box.

Drive Through Living Nativity will be held
on Sun., Jan. 4”‘, from 5-7:30 p.m. in the
4 ? Notre Dame parish parking lot with real
" g2~ people and real animals! Sponsored by
< ¥.v Notre Dame and Immanuel Lutheran.
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Learn to Make Rosaries has been
rescheduled to January 12th and will still be
from 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. At this come-and-go
event, you will learn how to make a rosary in
a one-on-one learning environment. All
supplies will be provided. No cost to attend.

siasiiela  Knights of Columbus Council #1571 will

- meet on January 20" (not January 7" as
previously printed).

PLANNING AHEAD:

Cornerstone Team Retreat will be held on January 11"
from 9-Noon in the Parish Hall. Team will attend the 10
a.m. Mass together.

Volunteers Needed to help take down the Christmas

decorations in the Church on January 11" after the 10 a.m.

Mass.

Financial Peace University course is being held at Notre
Dame! We will meet weekly at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesdays
from January 14" - March 11™. Course cost includes
workbook, access to Ramsey+ for a year, and the course.
Cost is $79 per household. Register by going to:
https://notredamecresco.com/financial-peace-university

Adult Winter Dance is being held on Saturday, January
17" at the Heritage Event Center from 5-10 p.m.

sponsored by the Notre Dame Family Ministry Committee.

Tickets are $25/person and include a catered meal from
McAllister’s! Tickets are available to purchase at the
Parish Office and online at:
https://notredamecresco.com/family-ministry.

Into the Deep, a multi-age discussion based on the
month’s topic and video, will take place on January 18",
from 9-10 a.m., in the KC Room of the Church. This
month’s theme is, “Why should | care about the Old
Testament since it was fulfilled?”. The video can be found
here: https://youtu.be/nx316bsgbrQ?
si=SgkwLDFOOyesamh3.

Wee Families, wiggle-friendly faith formation for ages 1-
5 and their families, will be held on January 18" from
4:30-5:00 p.m. beginning in the gathering space of the
Church. This month’s theme is, “Head, Shoulders, Knees
and Toes (Gestures of the Mass)”.

Lasagna Supper, fundraiser for the Notre Dame
School, will be held on January 23™ from 4:30 - 6:30
p.m. as a pre-order and drive-thru only. Tickets are
$12 and include a meal of lasagna, french bread, salad,
and dessert. They will be available for purchase
beginning on January 10" in the Parish Office. Online
auction available from January 16th-23" at 6 p.m.

This Week at Notre Dame

Sewing Circle will meet on Mon., Jan. 5", at 2:00 p.m. in the
Parish Hall. All are welcome to attend. If you own a serger
sewing machine, please contact the Parish Office.

Ministers of Care will meet at 4:00 p.m. on Tues., Jan. 6™, in
the Joseph Room.

Cornerstone (Week 1) will be held in the parish hall on Wed.,
Jan. 7" for parents and participants with a meal beginning at
6:15 p.m.

Bible Study will not be held until March/April.

Reverse Collection will take place next weekend.

Church present:

+
DRIVE THROUGH

Celebrate the Christmas Season with a Living Nativity

featuring real people and animals without leaving the
comfort of your car!

SUNDAY,
JANUARY 4™ | 5:00-7:30 PM

Notre Dame Parish Parking Lot:
223 2™ Ave. E Cresco, 1A 52136

In the Community

Married Couples Register for the next Worldwide Marriage
Encounter Weekend - it’s the best gift you’ll ever give to each
other and your marriage! For more information contact
Denise and Greg at 563-920-9419 or visit wwme.org.
Upcoming Dates: February 13-15 in Dubuque, April 10-12 in
Marshalltown, October 9-11 in Epworth.



Premier Ualley Storage

563-379-6147
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Catering
563-380-3146
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Mon & Fri 8:30am-5pm; Tues & Wed 8:30am-7pm;

Rhonda Ruppert, owner
563-547-2936 * Hwy. 9 Cresco, I1A
Open Mon-Fri 7:30-6:00; Sat 7:30-5:00; Sun 10:00-3:00
Shop 24/7, FREE in-store pickup
www.acehardware.com

563-203-1544 116
We Store Everything. » N. Elm St.
RV, Trailers, Household, Autos —— ADIVISION OF DECORAH . Suite 1, C [ ] S B
® BANK & TRUST CO. NUTRITION
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<} RUPPERT
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- HCo. | Creseo,JA | 4 'Hardware| Accounting Inc.
= = | §63-203- 7 419 Your locally owned Hardware store “Full Accounting Services”

Bookkeeping ¢ Payroll + Financial Statements
123 North Elm * Cresco, IA 52136

PH: 563-547-1771 ¢ FX: 563-547-2501
hometownaccount@windstream.net

CRESCO, 14

Thurs 8:30am-6pm; Sat by appt
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Residential - Commercial - Agricultural
- Generators - Cameras
PHONE (563) 547-2967

To Get The Most Out Of Your Advertising
Dollar... Call 563-547-2025

RIGHT BY THE STOPLIGHTS
116 2ND AVENUE S.E., CRESCO, [OWA
PEGGY & JOHN LOVELESS, CO-PUBLISHERS
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Don Dietzenba RICP
@) 4 0

dondietzenba 0

Shane & Elisa Pinter

1 2475 State Hwy. 9
4 Decorah, 1A 52101

EVENT CENTER 563-382-0010
et

pinters.events@gmail.com
www.pinterseventcenter.com

ORPORA
1 BRATION 0

Ameriprise Cﬁ

Financial
Aaron Hvitved, APMA®
Hvitved & Associates
111 2nd St. W. « Cresco, 1A 52136
Tel: 563.547.5340 Fax: 563.547.5022
aaron.l.hvitved@ampf.com

e
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DR.DONALD W. FOLEY
CHIROPRACTOR

127 2nd Ave. West
Cresco, lowa 52136
563-547-5250

G |(OFENCL Qv Cresco
N Chiropractic
"7 OIL & L.P. CO-.INC INSURANCE . -
° . ’ Clinic
o W | BRI | B e | rin g £ i
| sessenaie fencloil.com  [6sam emsemn 6072611 5153417149 ~ Jod Becker | 407 Tk St SW, Cresco
AC Hindt- Hudej Alanda Meyer | o\ JRE2 D4 L, =< pperlowa
SamecE. Hinit 7 Certified <©hL ESTy7s i ner 29 Communications
Katie N. Hudek, General m i =" . You can afford to talk with us.
Amber C. Tegeler, & BURKE AUCTION SERVICE -l : '
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Roger Kieve Seed
@CHAMPION SEED The Best

i of Both
egead- Worlds

563-547-3289

Phits

LAWN SERVICE

CRESCO, IOWA
(563) 419-6518 cell
(563) 547-9997 home

&

"Specialists in Exquisite Church Decoration”
RON 563-203-2445
DENNIS 563-203-1910

THIS SPACE
AVAILABLE!

Drew Zahasky 563-379-6709

Specializing in Concrete: Flat Foundations,
ICF, Decorative, Curb, Overlays and More

S/ GNS ot
Se /zmge

Owner
065 Ig Call: 563-547-4476
Hwy. 9 West + Cresco

Large Format Printing, Business Signs,

22382 Hwy. 9 West
Cresco, lowa 52136

==

Motor
Company

Late Model Used Cars and Trucks
Business Phone

563-547-5336

crescomotorcompany.com n Find us on Facebook

DOUG]&JOE

Tues-Fri 7am-5pm
Sat 7am-1pm

2 114 North Elm
Cresco, 1A 52136

Bakery & Coffee House

563-547-2811

The Company Growing for You
Flowers, Plants, Weddings,
Gifts, Special Occasions

530 2nd Ave. SW » Cresco, IA 52136
563-547-2361

Hwy. 9 West *SALES *RENTAL *SERVICE < raendd Bl

C Cresco, lowa 0 LZ[E @ «SALT DELIVERY Tﬂ RZHE e SINCE 1856 T
é itegy . *BOTTLED WATER ) TREE SERVICENLLG 5 HOWARD CTQUNTSé

SALS a"d SER Melissa & Aaron Schatz Kerian's o Zac Seiﬁmetz + Kevin Neuzil * Steve Hubka E/VEELE%IEI}SC% onlg}rfap 0.
1-800-556-0266 Call 563-547-5992 14 507-273-6081  563-203-0215  563-547-1753 4

PH. 563-547-5100 Hwy. 9 East » Cresco, lowa > : Timming  Stump Grinding Farm | 115 South Park Place, Cresco, IA 52136

www.campsiterv.com  Fax 563-547-2500 OPEN 5:30 am 7 Days a Week! 563-547-4014 ¥ culligan.com Removal Residential Lot Clearing 563-547-4944
auenEnlovateletom et <, PLANTPEDDLER

FEE‘."JMH

More than a Hardware Store!

CRESCO, IOWA » 563-547-2492
HRS: Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5:30; Sat. 7:30-5:00;

521 2nd Avenue SW « P.O. Box 88
Cresco, lowa 52136
Phone 563-547-2525 Fax 563-547-2256

212 North Clm Street, Cresco, 1A 52126
563-547—1 230
F YOUR EMBROIDERY
AND I(REENPNNTING NEEDS
WE ALSO HAVE SPORTSWEAR

Website: www.crescobuildingservic
W NSURANCE
& GENCY, INC.

Kelly O’Donnell
Josh Bourassa ¢ Chris Fye
PO Box 159 Cresco, IA 52136
Ph: (563) 547-2161
http://www.vandvins.com

Council #1571

To Join
or for more
information

call

The BEST in Trcnlers,
Tool Boxes & Truck Beds

563-581-2239
c .800-446-

ALL US AT 1-800-446-1407 || g41-985-4076

Residential & Commercial
Shay Curtin

Ceﬂ 319-361-6442 Home: 563-547-2633

Vinyl Graphics and More Sundays 10:00-2:00
9
RESCO 67’7 Precisioy
Overhead Doors
%%DRI\%%F!!\lC enry 5 THIS SPACE 319-361-6442
o A SO NI S e srirches & ormrs AVAIL ABLE! SALES-SERVICE-INSTALLATION ,

Monument & Stone

3rd St. SW » Cresco, IA 52136 563-560-8447
— N ] C—J
TILING, BACKHOE & DOZER WORK, ROCK & FILL 8 C l/] me l zZer

563-547-5115

Funeral Homes




