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February 1, 2026
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

St. Agnes Oratory, Plymouth Rock and
St. Bridget Oratory, Bluffton

Zephaniah 2:3,3:12-13; 1 Corinthians 1:26-31; Matthew 5:1-12a

Next Week’s Readings:
Isaiah 58:7-10; 1 Corinthians 2:1-5; Matthew 5:13-16

“Rejoice and be glad;
your reward will be great in heaven.”

Zephaniah lived and preached during a time of great uncertainty. The northern
kingdom of Israel had already fallen, and the southern kingdom of Judah faced real
threats to its survival. People were anxious about the future: Would they be
conquered? Would the Temple be destroyed? Would their homes and their way of life
endure for the next generation? In the midst of that fear and instability, Zephaniah
proclaimed a clear message; now was the time to return to faithfulness to the Lord.

Under King Josiah, there was a call to rediscover Sacred Scripture and to live again by
God’s law. That same call echoes through Zephaniah’s words and into our own time.
Today, we also face uncertainty: declining numbers of priests, fewer people receiving
the sacraments, and many wondering what the future of the Church will look like. We
may not fear conquest, but we do ask similar questions: What will happen to our
parish? Will our church still be here? Will our faith endure for our children and
grandchildren?

Regarding this future of Journey in Faith… one person was heard saying, “if they take
Mass away from my Church, I will no longer go to Mass.” But is that the kind of
faithfulness we are called to? No, as with Zephaniah, the call is to faithfulness, no
matter what the future holds. To seek the Lord. To pray, to dwell in His Word, and to
immerse ourselves in the beautiful Mystery of the “Word-Made-Flesh” that amazing
awe-inspiring Mystery we encounter in every Mass, in the holy Sacrifice of the Mass, of
the Living Word of Flesh made real in us and before us in the Most Holy Eucharist.

No matter what the future holds, and whatever happens, we hear the prophetic call to
be faithful, in season and out of season, when things are well and when things are
challenging. We seek the Lord and remain faithful to Him no matter what happens. 

http://www.tinyurl.com/ndcschool


MASS SCHEDULE

Stewardship of Offering
JANUARY 25, 2026

Total Stewardship Contributions/Offertory Income 
 Needed each week:                                                        $ 10,837.00
 Last week’s Envelope Contribution Income:         $   1,659.00
 Last week’s ACH Contribution Income:                   $       826.00
 Last week’s offertory income:                                    $       469.26

Monday, February 2 | No Mass
+Pray for Vocations to Religious Life

Blessed are they who are what they are and do what the do for the sake of
the kingdom! The Gospel today assures good stewards that their suffering

and their service on behalf of the kingdom will be rewarded!

Tuesday, February 3 | Mass
5:15 p.m. +Edward Hovorka
Sacristan: Karen Hyke
Wednesday, February 4 | Mass
8:00 a.m. +Norma Smith
Sacristan: Jed & Joyce Becker
Music: Jed Becker

MADONNA KUENNEN
DON ZAKOSTELECKY
MADELYN OPPREICHT
JOYCE KAPLER
PATTY ELSBERND
MARK TIESKOTTER
BETTE SULLIVAN

Stewardship of Prayer
Please pray for the sick of our parish, including the following and
those listed in the Book of Petitions. 

BILL SINDELAR
BRENT NEWMAN
MATT DUERRE
JODENE VANDYKE
LINDA WOOD
CHARLENE RYAN

LISA PETER
STU GORDON
DI KOVARIK
MICHELLE FUNKE
EASTON HODGES
JERRY SMITH

Friday, February 6 | Mass
8:00 a.m. +Roger Craft
Sacristan: Jerry & Barb O’Donnell

Sunday, February 8 | Mass
8:00 a.m. +Colby Fye
EMHCs: Phil & Kim Walker; Boyd Turnbull
Lectors: Boyd Turnbull; Jim Truka
Servers: Oakley Vobr; Raelynn Fortney
Music: Dee Hosek; Andrea Klimesh
Greeters: Jim & Lori Truka; Betty Hebrink
Hosts: Tom & Steph Feldman Family
Ushers: Chris & Atley Bina; Art Schwarzhoff;
              Tom Mullen
Sacristan: Boyd Turnbull
Sunday, February 8 | Mass
10:00 a.m. +For the People
EMHCs: Don & Kris Dietzenbach; Jerry 
              O’Donnell
Lectors: Jerry & Barb O’Donnell
Servers: Genevieve Oppreicht; Raelynn 
               Rissman
Music: Joe Wacha; Andrea Klimesh
Greeters: Jolene Trachta; Kathy McCarville
Hosts: Don & Kris Dietzenbach Family
Ushers: Matt & Erin Daley Family; Don & Kris
              Dietzenbach
Sacristan: Jerry & Barb O’Donnell

Missalettes: Louie and Mabel Balk

Saturday, February 7 | Mass
4:00 p.m. +Scott Steffen
EMHCs: Steve & Terry Duerre; Angie Kappes
Lectors: Terry Duerre
Servers: Lily Godman
Music: Pam Daley; Jamie Fisk
Greeters: Don & Lois Recker; Lois Ollendieck
Hosts: Don & Lois Recker
Ushers: Gretchen Laub; Carver Munkel; Steve 
              Duerre; Ray Schwarzhoff
Sacristan: Carol Stoker; Mindy Jones

Thursday, February 5 | Mass
9:00 a.m. +Rosie Gooder
Sacristan: Inez Kruse











In the Community

PLANNING AHEAD:

Sewing Circle will be held on Mon., Feb. 2 , at 2:00 p.m. in
the Parish Hall. 

nd

Financial Peace University Course will meet on Wed.,
Feb. 4 , at 6:00 p.m. in the school. th

Cornerstone (Week 1) will be held in the Parish Hall on
Wed., Feb. 4 , at 6:15 p.m. The session for parents and
participants will begin with a meal. 

th

Bible Study will not be held until March/April. 

Liturgy Committee will meet on Thurs., Feb. 5 , at 3:30
p.m. in the Parish Office. 

th

SCRIP giftcards will be sold after all Masses next weekend.

This Week at Notre DameTAKE NOTE:

Budget Boxes and Calendars 
2026 Budget Boxes and Calendars are
available in the Church.  If you participate
in ACH, Gifts of Grain or Gifts from your
IRA, you do not have a budget box.

Married Couples  Register for the next Worldwide Marriage
Encounter Weekend - it’s the best gift you’ll ever give to each
other and your marriage! For more information visit wwme.org.
Upcoming Dates: February 13-15 in Dubuque, April 10-12 in
Marshalltown, October 9-11 in Epworth.

Baptism Class will be held on February 9  at 7:00 p.m.
in the Church. All families who have not taken this class
(or within the last 3 years) and would like to have their
child(ren) baptized, please register by going to
https://notredamecresco.com/baptism-registration.

th

St. Peter’s Soup Luncheon has been scheduled for
Feb. 22 from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Save the date. If you are in
the St. Peter Circle, be on the lookout for a letter in the
mail or an email with details on what help is needed
and how to sign up. If you would like to help with
rollicky making on February 13  at 10 a.m., please
contact the parish office. 

th

Lent is approaching quickly! Our next
parish newsletter will be sent out at the
end of this week with a calendar of our
parish’s Lenten opportunities. Ash
Wednesday is February 18 . th

 

Our Sympathy
Your prayers are requested for the repose 

of the soul Colette Kuhn.
Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord.

Healing the Whole Person  Register for this 8-part group series
being held at St. Benedict’s in Decorah. This teaching, presented
by Dr. Bob Schuchts & Sr. Miriam James Heidland, is for anyone
disiring wholeness, freedom, and an encounter with a loving
Creator. If you’re looking for a deeper understanding of God’s
love and the healing of yoru own story, you’ll fit right in. It will
be held Thursday evenings from 7-8:30 p.m. from Feb. 26- Apr 23
(except for Apr 2). Register by going to: https://bit.ly/heal2026.
RSVP deadline is Feb. 19 . t h

Baccalaureate 2026 
We would like to celebrate all of our high
school graduates and their families on
Sunday, May 10 , at the 10 a.m. Mass. RSVP @
https://notredamecresco.com/youth-events

th

Thank you to an anonymous donor of $23,000 for
updates in the church basement in memory of 

Msgr. Carl Schmitt for his love of Catholic education.




