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July 19, 2026
Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Wisdom 12:13, 16-19; Romans 8:26-27; Matthew 13:24-43

“Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth:
'you have reve lo little ones the mysteries of the kingdom.”

Afield rarely springs to life overnight. A farmer plants the seed, tends the soil, trusts the rain,
and patiently waits. Along the way, weeds appear. Storms come. There are seasons when
growth is obvious and seasons when it seems nothing is happening at all. Yet beneath the
surface, God is still at work.

This weekend marks the beginning of a new season in the life of our parish. We joyfully
welcome our new pastor, Fr. Jon Seda, our parochial vicar, Fr. Francis Anane, and our brothers
and sisters from St. Benedict Parish as we begin this journey together as one pastorate. For
some, this weekend is filled with excitement. For others, it carries uncertainty. We may wonder
what will change, what will remain the same, or how God is leading us forward. The beautiful
truth found in today's Scriptures is that God has always worked through people coming
together, trusting Him one step at a time.

In the Gospel, Jesus tells us that the Kingdom of Heaven is like a field where wheat and weeds
grow side by side. Rather than rushing to uproot what seems imperfect, the master urges
patience, trusting that God sees the whole picture. Our pastorate, too, is not about creating
something perfect overnight. It is about allowing God to cultivate His people with patience,
mercy, and hope. The first reading reminds us that God's strength is shown not through force
but through mercy. As we begin working alongside one another, may we imitate that same
patience, offering grace when things are unfamiliar, understanding when adjustments are
needed, and kindness as new relationships are formed. St. Paul offers another reassurance in
today's second reading: "The Spirit comes to the aid of our weakness." We do not have to
know exactly what lies ahead. We do not have to have every answer. The Holy Spirit is already
praying within us and guiding this new chapter far better than we could ever imagine.

A pastorate is much more than shared buildings, schedules, or ministries. It is people
becoming one family in Christ. Each parish brings its own history, traditions, gifts, and stories.
Together, those gifts become richer as we learn from one another and continue the mission
Jesus has entrusted to His Church. As we celebrate this first weekend together, let us pray for
Fr. Seda and Fr. Anane as they begin serving among us. Let us pray for every parishioner of
Notre Dame and St. Benedict, for our staffs, volunteers, and ministries. And above all, let us
ask the Holy Spirit to make us fertile soil where faith can grow, hope can flourish, and Christ
can be known through the way we love one another.

Next Week’s Readings:
1 Kings 3:5,7-12; Romans 8:28-30; Matthew 13:44-52

CRESCO PARISH OFFICE

116 3rd St E
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Monday-Friday

Phone: 563.547.3565
Website: notredamecresco.com

Pastorate Staff

Father Jon Seda, Pastor
j.seda@dbgarch.org

Father Francis Anane, Parochial Vicar
f.anane@dbqarch.org

Deacon Nick Francois, Deacon
dbq049d@dbgqgarch.org

Cresco Parish Staff

Mindy Jones, Business Manager
m.jones@dbgqarch.org

Melanie Vobr, Adult Faith

Formation Coordinator
m.vobr@dbqgarch.org

Brian McGee, Youth Faith
Formation Coordinator

b.mcgee@dbgarch.org

Notre Dame School

Katie Schmitt, School
Principal
563.547.4513
School Website:
www.tinyurl.com/ndcschool


http://www.tinyurl.com/ndcschool

MASS SCHEDULE

Monday, July 20 | Mass
11:15a.m. +
Sacristan: Melanie Vobr

Tuesday, July 21 | Mass
11:15a.m. +
Sacristan: Melanie Vobr

Wednesday, July 22 | Mass
11:15a.m. +
Sacristan: Melanie Vobr

Thursday, July 23 | Mass
11:15a.m. +

Sacristan: Melanie Vobr
2:00 p.m. Mass at Evans

Friday, July 24 | Mass
11:15a.m. +
Sacristan: Melanie Vobr

Saturday, July 25 | Mass

4:00 p.m. +

EMHCs: Duane Heit; Angie Kappes; Brian
McGee

Lectors: Karen Hyke; Duane Heit

Servers: Reid Plaht

Music: Melanie Vobr; Polly Jones

Greeters: Pat Korsmo; Rita Shea

Hosts: Bootie Kapler

Ushers: Joe & Lynn Rose; Bryan & Denise
Sheehy

Sacristan: Mindy Jones; Carol Stoker

Sunday, July 26 | Mass

9:00 a.m. +

EMHCs: Michelle Midthus; Sue Runyan;
Boyd Turnbull

Lectors: Brian & Michelle Midthus

Servers: Brendon Hovden; Mason Keune

Music: Dee Hosek; Andrea Klimesh

Greeters: Dale & Lynette Andera; Mike &

Rachel Gooder

Hosts: Mike & Rachel Gooder

Ushers: Chris & Atley Bina; Alisha
Carolan; Tom Mullen

Sacristan: Boyd Turnbull

"All forces of evil are focusing on
destroying the family because
they know that by destroying the
family, the foundations of the
plan of God will be shaken."

-Saint Charbel Makhlouf
(Feast Day: July 24th)

Stewardship of Prayer

Please pray for the sick of our parish, including the following and
those listed in the Book of Petitions.

BRENT NEWMAN
JODENE VANDYKE

LINDA WOOD

CHARLENE RYAN
WAYNE SCRABECK

AUDREY HYKE
MICKIE SIR

ANONYMOUS TEEN

Fr. Francis Kwame Anane

LISA PETER MADONNA KUENNEN
STU GORDON KENNY MOELLERS
DI KOVARIK JOYCE KAPLER
JERRY SMITH PATTY ELSBERND
MARIA LARSON MARK TIESKOTTER
OLIVE NESVIK BETTE SULLIVAN

MARY LARSON
JIM DEANGELO

TAMMY COURTNEY
LORI MOORE

MEET OUR
CLERGY

Fr. Jon Seda Pastor
Father Jon Seda was raised on a small family farm near Traer, lowa
with four brothers. His home parish is St. Paul in Traer. He has
received degrees from Loras College in Dubuque, St. John's
University in Collegeville, MN and after ordination, from Santa Clara
University in California. He was ordained a priest for the
Archdiocese of Dubuque in 1988. His assignments have included
associate pastor, faculty member at two Catholic high schools,
vocation director, chaplain at the lowa Veterans Home in
Marshalltown, and pastor of several parishes. But most of this
priesthood has been in campus ministry, seventeen years at lowa
State, and then four years at UNL.

CRESCO-DECORAH

— AREA PASTORATE —

Parochial Vicar

Father Francis Kwame Anane is a priest from the Diocese of
Techiman in Ghana. He has been serving as pastor of St. Thomas
Aquinas in Webster City and St. Mary in Wiliams since 2021.
Known for his deep faith, he brings a strong sense of joy to his
ministry, often drawing from the rich traditions of the Church in
Africa. His leadership has been especially marked by a welcoming
spirit and a commitment to helping people encounter Christ more
deeply.

Deacon Nick Francois

Hello, | am Deacon Nick Francois. My wife, June and | moved to
Decorah with our two children 24 years ago. Zach and Laura are
both married now, and we have 3 beautiful, fun grandkids. | retired
from my job as Territory Sales Manager with Kent Feeds two years
ago, after a 35 year career. | have been serving St. Benedict Parish
and the Decorah area as Deacon for the past 17 years. | look
forward to meeting many of you and working with you, as we

continue our Journey in Faith together.

Stewardship of Offering

JULY 12, 2026
Total Stewardship Contributions/Offertory Income

Needed each week: $10,837.00
Last week’s Envelope Contribution Income: $ 3,876.00
Last week’s ACH Contribution Income: $ 7,391.00
Last week’s offertory income: $ 555.50

Good stewards in a parish are like the yeast in today’s Gospel. Their selfless
gifts of time and talent help the parish grow and thrive, and their example
inspires others to become good stewards, too.
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JOIN OUR TEAM!

Notre Dame Catholic School is hiring a
Physical Education teacher
for the 2026-2027 school year

For more information and to apply,
visit tinyurl.com/ndcsschoolcareers
or email kschmitt@nd.pvt.kl2.ia.us

St. Benedict in
Decorah is \ ,

\\
(o]
HIRING! .
FAITH FORMATION,
YOUTH MINISTER

3/4to Full-Time
@ Coordinator of 712" Grade Faith
Formation/Youth Ministry

The Youth Minister is responsible // C

@& for developing and leading a \-
dynamic program for middle and \’
high school students (grades \ /)]
7-12). \
FOR MORE INFORMATION:
e 563-382-9631

TO APPLY, SEND RESUME
AND COVER LETTER TO:

@ £k 5 1 di oo
St. Benedict

N~
I 307 West Main Street
\ Decorah, IA 52101

Father Gehling’s 90" Birthday
(Brother of Vince Gehling and
Brother-in-law of Tom Frana)

1-4 p.m. | Epiphany Parish-Holy Family

(Mason City) Social Hall

This Week at Notre Dame

Knights of Columbus Council #1571 will meet on Tues., July
21%,at 7:00 p.m. in the KC Room.

Bible Study will be held on Wed., July 22", at 8:30 a.m. and
7:00 p.m. All are welcome to join. No cost to attend. No
registration needed.

Parish Hall will be unavailable until July 19" due to the floors
being waxed. Please do not enter the parish hall during those
days. There will not be a Card Party on July 13" due to this.

Mass intentions can now be scheduled for the next 6 months.
With limited availability, there will be a max of 3 intentions
scheduled for each person. Mass intentions are a suggested
donation of $10.

Our Sympathy

Your prayers are requested for
the repose of the soul of

Patrick Newton
(brother of Sheila Slifka)

In the Community

Hamburger/Steak Sandwich Meal will be served on
Sunday, July 26" at the Ossian Pavilion - Carey’s Park,
from 11 a.m. -1 p.m. Cost is $10 for hamburger meal, and
$15 for the steak sandwich meal which includes diced
seasoned potatoes, baked beans, bars, and water.
Proceeds are going to new front doors for Stavanger
Lutheran Church. Sponsored by Stavanger Lutheran
Church & Winneshiek County Cattleman.

Immanuel Lutheran Church, rural Lawler/Jerico
invites you to their annual Ice Cream Social at air-
conditioned Bethany Hall, 1241 Pembroke Ave, rural
Lawler, on Tues., July 28", from 4:30-7 p.m. Menu
includes pork sandwiches, sides of potato salad, fruit, &
baked beans and a fabulous soft serve ice cream buffet.
Advance tickets not needed. Freewill donation at the
door. Carry-outs available. Raffle tickets for quilt and
cash prizes available at the door or from members.

Dad’s Belgian Waffles (All You Care to Eat) will be
served on Saturday, August 8", from 8 a.m. - 11 a.m. at
the Lime Springs Community Center for $10 (children 5
and under are free). Carry-outs are available. Sponsored
by the Oneota Study Club. Serving: waffles, sausages,
toppings, and beverages.

Cresco Community Card Party will be held at the Kessel
Lodge each Tues., playing 500, and Wed., playing Euchre,
at 1:00 p.m. $2 to play.

Do you know a couple who have been married 70, 75 or
more years? Worldwide Marriage Encounter highlights and
honors couples who have very long marriages. Every state
in the US will honor one nominated couple who is married
the longest. Please nominate a couple by going to
wwme.org and nominate them at the top of the page.
Nominations should be in by September 1st. For questions
call 641-753-6953.


http://wwme.org/
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PHONE (563) 547-2967

To Get The Most Out Of Your Advertising

Dollar... Call 563-547-2025
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116 2ND AVENUE S.E., CRESCO, IOWA
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Premier Valley Storage (_resco N 563-379-6147 — . Shane & lsa Pinter
—_— ' 2475 State Hwy. 9
563-203-1544 B k 116 = ; 4 Decorah, 1A 52101
We Store Everything. . a ﬂ ”‘Q L N. Elm St. %WEVE"T CENTER  563-382-0010
RV, Trailers, Household, Autos S A DIVISION OF DECORA . W Suite 1, ( : [ ] S B =& pinters.events@gmail.com
® BANK&TRUST CO. NUTRITION 4 cres IA www.pinterseventcenter.com
9320 Valley Avenue - Cresco 126 2nd Ave. SE, Cresco, lows 52136 co, BANK @ e DD C o "
NE Jowa's Largest RV Storage Facility PO i ik 3 FDI€ www.cusb.com Y=
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Cresco,JA | 4 ' Hardware| Accounting Inc. prise “as.
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ircoi 563-547-2036 - Hwy. O Cresco, IA | Bookkeeping « Payroll + Financial Statements Hvitved & Associates
o@@\hehalrco.la wy. 9 Lresco,
Open Mon-Fri 7:30-6:00; Sat 7:30-5:00; Sun 10:00-3:00 123 North Elm ¢ Cresco, IA 52136 111 2nd St. W. * Cresco, IA 52136
563-380-3146 Mon & Fii 8:30am-Spm; Tues & Wed 8:30am-Tpm; Shop 24/7, FREE in-stare pickup PH: 563-547-1771  FX: 563-547-2501 | Tel: 563.547.5340 Fax: 563.547.5022
Thurs 8:30am-6pm; Sat by appt www.acehardware.com hometownaccount@windstream.net aaron.|.hvitved@ampf.com

DR. DONALD W. FOLEY
CHIROPRACTOR

127 2nd Ave. West
Cresco, lowa 52136
563-547-5250

N @] | é‘ \ Cresco
/[J EN CL NS Chiropractic
A ‘x\ / [OII.&LP €0., INC. INSURANCE ClP =
. S g ’ 1Inic
Au. AMERICAN FoOD 800-668:3253 | Forvownsuance necas | Becker’s Bees | CUMME
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sEr  seaserarz @D fencloil.com  |Gesrae GEISEE2A2 ENT2ET| 5153417149 ~ Jed Becker | 407 7th St. SW, Cresco
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Katie N. Hudek, enera "~ Cuechus 4 You can afford to talk with us.
Amber C. Tegeler, . & BURKE AUCTION SERVICE g e
-547- 563-547-2554 == PLrotivin, ave Neubauer ay Reicks
www.hindthudekfuneralhomes.com 563-419-5680 WEBSITE: www.burkecresco.com www.polashekslocker.com |  563.547.4404 553{547.4535

Roger Kieve Seed
©GHAMPION SEED The Best

S&M— of Both

Worlds
563-547-3289

Plhits
LAWN SERVICE
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(563) 419-6518 cell
(563) 547-9997 home

"Specialists in Exquisite Church Decoration”
RON 563-203-2445
DENNIS 563-203-1910

Josie Hrdlicka
Certified Public Accountant

& MCS

Certified Public Accountants

®641-732-5841 @mcs.cpa

Drew Zahasky 563-379-6709
Specializing in Concrete: Flat Foundations,
ICF, Decorative, Curb, Overlays and More

Hwy. 9 West *SALES *RENTAL *SERVICE 2 .~
C . Cresco, lowa «SALT DELIVERY Tﬂ RZH“ TR SINCE 1856 w2
é itepy D E ‘ BOYELLED YATER TREE SERVICE, LLC A HOWARD COUNTY
CAMPERSALES/and/SERVICE M l A Sch Kerian's L2 ) , BSTRACT & TITLE CO.
“Youn Relasation Starts Here' L1530 & AdTOR ochaly CutksGay Zach Steinmetz  Kevin Neuzil  Steve Hubka | We put CRESCO on the map.
1-800-556-0266 Call 563-547-5992 14 Ny 507-273-6081  563-203-0215 563-547-1753
PH. 563-547-5100 Hwy. 9 East * Cresco, lowa o Trimming Stump Grinding farm | 115 South Park Place, Cresco, A 52136
www.campsiterv.com  FAX 563-547-2500 OPEN 5:30 am 7 Days a Week! 563-547-4014 ¥ culligan.com Removal Residential Lot Clearing 563-547-4944
S I1G N Putyy | cosmneniaaromret S 2 DOUG «\ PLANTPEDDLER FISK
Schrage, Cresco@d' QE The Company Growing for You F E‘“ H
5 ’g Oroner Motor ' Tugsi7emsom | Flowers, Plants, Weddings, ARM & OME
e Call; 563-547-4476 ComPa”J’ 114 North Elm Gifts, Special Occasions More than a Hardware Store!

Hwy. 9 West + Cresco
Large Format Printing, Business Signs,
Vinyl Graphics and More

Late Model Used Cars and Trucks
22382 Hwy. 9 West
Cresco, lowa 52136

o Business Phone
crescomotorcompany.com

563-547-5336
Find us on Facebook

563-547-2811

Cresco, 1A 52136
Bakery & Coffee House

420 2nd Ave. SW e Cresco, IA 52136
563-547-2361

CRESCO, IOWA e 563-547-2492
HRS: Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5:30; Sat. 7:30-5:00;
Sundays 10:00-2:00

CRESCO

§E GENERAL CONTRACTOR

CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT
521 2nd Avenue SW - P.O. Box 88
Cresco, lowa 52136
Phone 563-547-2525 Fax 563-547-2256
Website: www. ildingservi om

DIETZENBACH
FINANCIAL
INVESTED IN YOUR FUTURE
Matt Dietzenbach
563-562-1048
Life Insurance - Retirement Planning -
Investment Management - IRAs

sIirches & onnrs
212 North Elm Street, Cresco, 1A 52126

563-547-1230
ALL OF YOUR EMBROIDERY

WINSURANCE
GENCY, INC.

Kelly ’Donnell
Josh Bourassa * Chris Fye
PO Box 159 Cresco, IA 52136
Ph: (563) 547-2161
http://www.vandvins.com

Council #1571

To Join
or for more
information

call
563-581-2239

ALL US AT 1-800-446-1407 | 41-985-4076

C(D? Precision
enr yjé OV o OTs

SAlES-SERvICE-INSTAllAHON
Residenti nl & Commerdial
y Courtin

(ell 319-361-6442 Home: 563-547-2633

Monument & Stone

563-547-5115

“ﬁg e IS SW  Crosco, IA 52136 563-560-8447
ZALUM-LINE HMERT
HWY 9 WEST, CRESCO, IA ME RT
The BEST in Trailers, [ TILING |
Tool Boxes & Truck Beds N
TILING, BACKHOE & DOZER WORK, ROCK & FILL S chmelzer

Funeral Homes




