
St. Raphael Catholic Church

1513 Dunster Road Rockville, Maryland 20854 December 20, 2020

Rev. Michael Salah, Pastor, ext. 112
Rev. William Wadsworth, Parochial Vicar, ext. 150
Rev. Thomas Morrow, Retired, ext. 128

Deacon Jose Carbonell, ext. 187
Deacon Jorge Gatica, ext. 164
Deacon Frank Salatto, ext. 149

Mary J. Beaudoin, Dir. Of Religious Education, 240-864-2524
Gerri Stoner, St. Raphael School Secretary, 240-864-2522
Teri Dwyer, Principal, Baptism Coordinator, ext. 121
Eileen Kutchak, Dir. of Parish Programming, 240-864-2510
Luisa Duarte, Spanish Coordinator, 240-864-2565
Pietro Lojacono, Asst. for Religious Education, 240-864-2523
Annalee McHugh, Youth Minister, 240-864-2519
Vince Natali, Dir. Of Music Ministries, 240-864-2532
Linda Poindexter, RCIA Coordinator, 240-864-2542
Elaine Salatto, Publications, Welcoming, 240-864-2513

New Parishioners: A warm welcome to St. Raphael’s Catholic 
Church. Blue registration cards are available on the wall rack in 
the main entrance of the church or you may register online at 
www.straphaels.org. The Parish Wide Ministry Resource List can 
be found on our website on the Welcome tab or under Ministries, 
Social Responsibility, and Documents.

For Life Affirming Resources: 
https://adw.org/about-us/resources/pregnant-need-help/
Healing after abortion? Project Rachel 301-853-4565

Please mail correspondence to the Parish Office
1592 Kimblewick Road, Rockville, MD 20854
Parish Phone 301-762-2143
Parish Fax 301-762-0719
Website www.straphaels.org 

Masses will be live-streamed on the 
parish YouTube Channel,

Daily at 6:30AM, Saturday at 9AM and
Sunday 11:30AM and 1:00PM Masses 

COVID-19 regulations remain in place, please bring a 
mask and follow the physical distancing rules in the 
Church.

Confessions this week:
Monday, December 21, Tuesday, December 22, 

and Wednesday, December 23 will be held  
9:30-10AM and 7-8PM

The church capacity is 200 effective November 10. 
Weekend Masses: Saturday: 5:00 PM

Sunday: 7:00, 8:30, 10:00, 11:30AM,
1:00PM (español), 6:00PM (youth)

Weekday Masses: Monday thru Friday: 6:30 and 9:00AM
Saturday: 9:00 AM

Penance: Tuesday: 7:00 - 7:30 PM and 
Saturday: 3:45 - 4:30 PM

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: Tuesday:  6:45 PM

Benediction: Tuesday, following novena 7:45 PM 

Miraculous Medal Novena: Tuesday, 7:30PM
Divine Mercy Chaplet: Tuesday, following Novena
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 Mass Schedule and Intentions for the Week 

Monday,  December 21 

*6:30AM 
9:00AM 

Margaret Husman (d) 
Catherine Flanagan (d) 

Tuesday,  December 22 

*6:30AM 
9:00AM 

Robert Trabucci (d) 
Catherine Dirlam (d) 

Wednesday, December 23 

*6:30AM 
9:00AM 

The Antonio Dubravcic Family 
Diane Heim ( d) 

Thursday, December 24 

*6:30AM 
9:00AM 
 
4:00PM Ch 
4:00PM Tr 
6:00PM Ch 
6:00PM Tr 
*8:00PM Sp 
*11:00PM 

Ricardo Scannone Sandoval (d) 
Mara Hroncich  
Christmas Eve Masses 
Fr. Morrow        Costa & Beaty Families (d) 
Fr. Salah           Robert Stovall (d) 
Fr. Wadsworth  Elizabeth & Alexander Aino (d) 
Fr. Salah           Hildegarde Joehle (d) 
Fr. Wadsworth  Members of the Parish 
Fr. Wadsworth  Verme & Fulbright Families (d) 

Friday, December 25 (Christmas Day) 
The Nativity of the Lord 

8:30AM 
10:00AM 
11:30AM 
1:00PM Sp 

Fr. Morrow        Lopez Family (d) 
Fr. Salah           Winifred O’Donnell (d) 
Fr. Wadsworth  Edward Martin (d) 
Fr. Wadsworth  Patrick Joseph Peyton (d) 

Saturday, December 26 

9:00AM 
5:00PM  

James Yang (d) 
Fr. Salah           Linda Hacker (d) 

Sunday, December 27 
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph  

  7:00AM 
  8:30AM 
10:00AM 
*11:30AM 
  *1:00PM 
  6:00PM 

Fr. Salah           John Snakard (d) 
Fr. Salah           Vincent Corrado (d) 
Fr. Salah           Members of the Parish 
Fr. Wadsworth  James Yang (d) 
Fr. Wadsworth  Carmeen Cote 
Fr. Wadsworth  Francis Menaker (d) 

  

Volunteers will be needed to stay after masses to 
sanitize the pews.  
 

COVID-19 regulations remain in place, please wear a 
mask and follow the physical distancing rules in the 
Church. The church capacity is 200 effective 
November 10 
 

Please sign up for Flocknote to be notified of changes 
to schedules-see page 5.  

The priest schedule is subject to change. 

Scammers are targeting Fr. Mike once again! 
We have received calls that SCAMMERS are using Father 
Mike’s photo in these fraudulent emails that are still being 
received by our parishioners. Be Vigilant and do not 
respond to these scams! Please know that Father Mike will 
never ask you for money and/or cards via email or texts. 

This Week 
 

Confessions: 
Monday, December 21 
Tuesday, December 22 

Wednesday, December 23  
 

9:30-10AM  
and  

7-8PM 

The archdiocesan website in response to the coronavirus 
is updated regularly with information, in English and 

Spanish, for you and the Faithful available at adw.org/
coronavirus, which includes a link to find a listing of live 
stream Masses and prayers available at adw.org/live-

streamed-masses-and-prayers/. The Catholic 
Standard and the Spanish-language El 

Pregonero newspapers are currently available on-line 
at cathstan.org and elpreg.org. 

No Adoration Thursday, December 24 
Usually the Church is open for adoration every Thursday, 
after the 9AM Mass. Please remember we cannot leave 
Jesus alone during the day, so please sign up for one or 
more time slots using the SignUp Genius link 
here.  https://bit.ly/STRadoration Please enter the Church 
using the side doors by the St. Joseph side of the 
sanctuary. There will be no Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament on December 24. 

*Live-streamed Masses on our YouTube Channel: 
Daily, 6:30AM and Saturday, 9:00AM, 
Sunday,11:30AM, 1:00PM 
and 
Christmas Eve Masses at 8:00 and 11:00PM 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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The Christmas Mystery
Jesus was born in a humble stable, into a poor family. Simple shepherds were the first witnesses to this event. In this 

poverty heaven's glory was made manifest. The Church never tires of singing the glory of this night: 

The Virgin today brings into the world the Eternal 
And the earth offers a cave to the Inaccessible. 
The angels and shepherds praise him 
And the magi advance with the star, 
For you are born for us, 
Little Child, God eternal!

To become a child in relation to God is the condition for entering the kingdom. For this, we must humble ourselves and 
become little. Even more: to become "children of God" we must be "born from above" or "born of God". Only when Christ is 
formed in us will the mystery of Christmas be fulfilled in us. Christmas is the mystery of this "marvelous exchange": 

O marvelous exchange! Man's Creator has become man, born of the Virgin. We have been made sharers in the 
divinity of Christ who humbled himself to share our humanity.

Catechism of the Catholic Church, 525-526

Thank you, volunteers, for 
helping to make this year’s 
Thanksgiving Drive for our 
twinning Parish, St. Martin’s, 
DC, a success.

Thank you, generous 
parishioners, for your gifts of 
canned goods and the many 
gift cards.  With you, all of the 
giving to those in need was 
made possible!

Please sign up 
for Flocknote 
to be notified 
of any 
modifications 
to the Mass 
schedules due 
to changing 
capacity limits 
from the 
County/State.

Livestreamed Masses on 
our YouTube Channel.

Christmas Eve Masses
at 8:00PM-Spanish
and 11:00PM 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Sacrament of Baptism: Parish Registration and a Baptism class is 
required. Please contact Teri Dwyer to register and plan to attend the 
class while awaiting the birth or adoption of your child. 

Sacrament of Matrimony: In accord with the regulations of the 
Archdiocese of Washington, couples must contact a priest and begin 
preparation at least six months prior to the wedding. Parish 
registration and active participation for the minimum of three months 
is required before preparation may begin. Living together before 
marriage is sinful and harmful to the future marriage. Couples who 
are living together will be asked to live separately during the 
preparation time.  

What does it mean to be an active Catholic? Frequently, those 
seeking to celebrate Marriage, have children baptized, or serve as 
sponsors for Confirmation or Baptism request a letter stating they are 
parishioners and active, practicing Catholics. To receive such a letter, 
one must be registered in the parish, attend Mass regularly, and be 
committed to a stewardship of time, talent, and treasure. We 
encourage all parishioners to become active in one of the parish 
organizations. In a community as large as St. Raphael, one means of 
verifying participation is through the regular use of parish offertory 
envelopes. If you choose not to participate in the support of the 
parish, or are unable to contribute at this time, please at least note 
your prayerful support on your envelope and place it in the weekly 
offertory. We will then be aware of your continued participation, and 
you will not be noted as "inactive" on our parish roster.       

Faith Direct 
  
If you haven't already, I prayerfully request that you 
consider joining the many families who use Faith Direct to 
fulfill their very generous stewardship commitments to our 
parish and the wider church. Faith Direct provides our 
families with the ability to give to our parish via electronic 
donation and I remain most pleased with the service they 
have provided St. Raphael Catholic Church.  I hope you 
will set aside a few minutes to visit faith.direct/MD34 and 
enroll securely online. With online enrollment, you will be 
able to access your account any time to view and make 
changes to your account information and gifts.  
  
For those already enrolled, I want to thank you for your 
participation in the Faith Direct electronic giving 
program! eGiving has proven to be the most cost-effective 
way for St. Raphael Catholic Church to receive your 
generous donations.   
  
God bless you, 
Father Mike Salah 

Do you want to be a Catholic?  Or, at least, 
learn more about the Roman Catholic 
Church? 
  
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) is the place for 
you!  In meetings, virtual or physical, by phone and email 
discussions – you can make new friends who will help 
guide you and answer your questions and other new 
friends who are inquirers like you. 
  
If you want to know more, call Linda Poindexter, 240-864-
2542 and leave a message.  I promise you will get a return 
call!  Or email lpoindexter@straphaels.org 
  
In the past, RCIA has typically offered weekly meetings 
with other seekers (those who have never been part of a 
Church, those that have been in other Christian 
communities and are seeking more, those who are 
curious!), and with members of a Team who find great 
pleasure and satisfaction in being friends and guides for 
Seekers. 
  
This year may be quite different – in the “meetings” – some 
of which may be Virtual, some individual by phone, perhaps 
some together but in a large enough space to be “socially 
distant”. The Holy Spirit will help us adapt! 
  
In this most difficult, puzzling and even frightening time,  

the Church remains to nourish spiritually its members, to 

encourage and help our world and always to welcome with 

open arms those who have felt the call to become Catholic 

Christians and to know the love of God in Jesus Christ in 

their lives. 

VOLUNTEER WITH CATHOLIC CHARITIES 
Catholic Charities is recruiting 50 volunteers to take on a 
weekly, year-long commitment to service.   
General Volunteer Roles: Are you friendly, dependable, 
culturally sensitive and able to encourage a person going 
through a big change – for example, returning to the com-
munity after incarceration or learning to speak English or 
finding a job? Become a virtual mentor or instructor.    
Pro Bono Volunteer Roles: Are you a doctor, nurse, lawyer 
or financial professional? Contribute your expertise pro 
bono to our most marginalized neighbors.   
All roles require an application, dialogue with program staff 
about expectations, and at least a 75-hour commitment 
including orientation and training. Except for medical pro-
fessionals, volunteering is done remotely via video chat, 
phone calls, email, and regular mail.  
Have questions? Send us an email to Volunteer@CC-
DC.org   

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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St. Raphael Honor Roll
Please pray for those serving in our armed forces and for those families who have 
suffered loss.

Daniel Bertrand Del Bianco, USN (d) and family
LT Victor H. Esch, III,  USA
CPT Paul D Galvin
E-3/HN Colleen Gardella
Robert Garret, US Army MP 
Taylor Hardy, AE USN
Ens. Andrew Hayes, USN
Jake Klosowski, USNA
LT COL Todd Lennon, USAF
Captain Frank Lowery, USN 
Commander Mike McNally, USN
Charles McTavish, USA 
COL Ivan Monclova 
LT Zachary Poindexter, USN 
1LT Will Quackenbush,USA
LT Paul Schauppner, USN
LT James Sheets (USN)
2nd LT Andrew Valentine USMA
LT Kenneth Yale, USAF

Changes: e-mail esalatto@straphaels.org 

Readings for the Week of December 20, 2020
Sunday Fourth Sunday of Advent

2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27,
29; Rom 16:25-27; Lk 1:26-38

Monday Saint Peter Canisius, Priest and Doctor of the
Church
Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a; Ps 33:2-3, 11-12,
20-21; Lk 1:39-45

Tuesday 1 Sm 1:24-28; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd;
Lk 1:46-56

Wednesday Saint John of Kanty, Priest
Mal 3:1-4, 23-24; Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 and 14;
Lk 1:57-66

Thursday 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27 
and 29; Lk 1:67-79
Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29;
Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Mt 1:1-25 or Mt 1:18-25

Friday Feast of the Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)
Night: Is 9:1-6; Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 11-12, 13;
Ti 2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14
Dawn: Is 62:11-12; Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12; Ti 3:4-7;
Lk 2:15-20
Day: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6; 
Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18 or Jn 1:1-5, 9-14

Saturday Feast of Saint Stephen, First Martyr
Acts 6:8-10, Acts 7:54-59; Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 
8ab, 16bc and 17; Mt 10:17-22

Sunday Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and
Joseph
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Gn 15:1-6, 21:1-3;
Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 or Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9;
Col 3:12-21 or Col 3:12-17 or Heb 11:8, 11-12,
17-19; Lk 2:22-40 or Lk 2:22, 39-40

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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St. Raphael Religious Education (SRRE) 
Family Catechesis 

It is not too late to register children and teens for faith 
formation and sacrament preparation. Because of COVID 
19, SRRE is offering family catechesis for 2020-2021 year; 
registration is ongoing. Parents can register children at one 
of these links: 
SRRE Registration 
Formulario de Registro de Educación Religiosa de San Rafael 

SRRE provides parents with the materials and support they 
will need to teach their children at home. Each family 
receives a family catechesis packet, which includes grade-
level textbook, lesson plans, calendar, an age-appropriate 
Bible, and details on how to access online 
resources. Throughout the year, SRRE will provide online 
sessions for parents, family prayer celebrations, and group 
meetings for students in Grades 6-12. Our hope is that this 
can be an opportunity for parents to grow in knowledge and 
confidence in sharing their faith with their children.  For 
more information, please contact Mary Beaudoin, Director 
of Religious Education. 

St. Raphael Religious Education (SRRE) 
Weekly Schedule 

Dec. 20-21 – Grade 6-12 Grade Level Meetings (virtual) 
Dec. 27 - grades 1-6 Finding God, Session 10; grades 7-8: 
Christmas lesson (back of textbook); high school: read the 
Gospel of Matthew, chapters 1 and 2 + Gospel of Luke, 
chapter 2 
Jan. 3 – Parent Overview of Unit 3; high school – read 
Chapter 9 and respond to 3 reflection questions 

*Students need to complete Interactive Session Review for
each numbered session. Find these review quizzes at 
Finding God 2021 Family Resources page.  Finding God 
webpage for families 
Select grade, scroll down to find interactive session reviews, 
select Session, complete review questions, click 
CONTINUE, complete self-assessment, click CONTINUE; 
and in the last frame enter child’s name and this email: 
SRREQuiz@gmail.com Then click SEND. 
[Encontrando a Dios] 
*High schoolers answer 3 reflection questions at the end of
each chapter; email responses to SRREQuiz@gmail.com 

Resources for Celebrating Advent and 
Christmas at Home 

Find loads of resources for your family to celebrate Advent 
at: https://catechistcafe.weebly.com/advent.html  
and for Christmastime at: 
https://catechistcafe.weebly.com/christmas-season.html  

Catholic School – First Communion or 
Confirmation 

We look forward to welcoming Catholic school children to 
sacrament preparation. If your child attends a Catholic 
school (other than St. Raphael) and is currently in grade 1 
or 2, please register for First Penance and First Communion 
preparation at this link: First Eucharist - Catholic School 
Thank you! 

If your child attends a Catholic school (other than St. 
Raphael) and is currently in grade 7 or 8 (or high schoolers 
who have not received Confirmation), please register for 
Confirmation preparation at this link:  Confirmation - 
Catholic School  Thank you!  
Please note that you must register each year of sacrament 
preparation. 

Made in God’s Image: Pray and Work to End the 
Sin of Racism 

In light of current events in our country and the need for 
ongoing work in the fight against racial injustice 
everywhere, Archbishop Gregory has 
announced the new Archdiocese of Washington 
initiative ‘Made in God’s Image: Pray and Work 
to End the Sin of Racism (CCC 1935). Please 
join Cardinal Gregory and the faithful throughout 
the archdiocese in praying and working 

to proclaim Christ’s love for all people and to work for 
justice for all.  

Themes of Catholic Teaching on Racism 
The teachings of the Catholic Church provide a rich 
heritage with which to evaluate the personal, economic, 
social and legal structures that have perpetuated racism in 
our country.  
Dignity of the Human Person: Let the Church proclaim to all 
that the sin of racism defiles the image of God and 
degrades the sacred dignity of humankind which has been 
revealed by the mystery of the Incarnation. Let all know that 
it is a terrible sin that mocks the cross of Christ and 
ridicules the Incarnation. For the brother and sister of our 
Brother Jesus Christ are brother and sister to us. [from 
Brothers and Sisters to Us, U.S. Catholic Bishops Pastoral 
Letter on Racism 1979] 

Our Family Prayer for Justice and Human Dignity 
Loving and faithful God, we come to you, Father, to ask that 
through your Son, Jesus, and in communion with the Holy 
Spirit, you help us in the battle against America’s “original 
sin” of racism that divides us from being the Body of Christ 
that we are called to be as your children.  
We implore you to give us your wisdom, so that we may 
build a community founded on the Gospel message of the 
life and dignity of all people from the womb to the tomb, and 
to live in communion like the divine communion of the Holy 
Trinity.  
Bless parents that they may form their children in faith, to 
love one another regardless of skin color, ethnicity and 
national origin, just as Jesus loves us.  
Bless and protect all of us as we live out our faith in being 
“instruments of your peace” as St. Francis said.  
Fill us with a thirst for justice and righteousness.  
Hear our prayer and give us the courage, compassion, and 
perseverance to root out any form of injustice within our 
communities and to bring the healing love of Christ to all in 
need.  
Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of our Church, hasten to help 
us and intercede on our behalf, so that our Archdiocese can 
continue to witness to the Gospel message of life and 
dignity of all people.  
Amen. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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EWTN.COM/RadioThe World’s Most Beautiful Bible
This magnificent Family Bible is an extraordinary work of art 
you and your family will treasure for generations to come.

Featuring:
Easy to read type,  Biblical dictionary, Concordance, 1708 pages 
and 180 color illustrations, special sections on devotions, shrines, 
the Vatican and the Holy Land, stunning Old Master art.

An ideal gift for weddings, anniversaries, housewarmings, holidays or any special occasion.
A Bible that will guide you and your family to the riches of the Word of God.

ONLY $89
Black or Ivory

Includes Shipping & Handling

For more information call:
1-800-233-8200

to our local sponsors!
For information on advertising,

please call 1-800-233-8200

Thank you

Maryland
CatholicMatch.com/goMD

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR SUPPORT

Faith
for we live by faith, not by sight

2 CORINTHIANS,  5:7
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