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New Parishioners: A warm welcome to St. Raphael’s Catholic 
Church. Blue registration cards are available on the wall rack in 
the main entrance of the church or you may register online at: 
https://straphaels.org/parish-registration-form
The Parish Wide Ministry Resource List can be found on our 
website on the Welcome tab or under Ministries, Social 
Responsibility, and Documents.

For Life Affirming Resources: 
https://adw.org/about-us/resources/pregnant-need-help/

Please mail correspondence to the Parish Office
1592 Kimblewick Road, Rockville, MD 20854
Parish Phone 301-762-2143
Parish Fax 301-762-0719
Website www.straphaels.org 

Weekend Masses: Saturday: 5:00 PM
Sunday: 7:00, 8:30, 10:00, 11:30AM,

1:00PM (español), 6:00PM (youth)
Weekday Masses: Monday thru Friday: 6:30 and 9:00AM

Saturday: 9:00 AM
Penance: Tuesday: 7:00 - 7:30 PM and 

Saturday: 3:45 - 4:30 PM
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: Tuesday:  6:45 PM

Thursday: 9:30 AM
Benediction: Tuesday, following novena 7:45 PM 

Thursday, 7:15PM
Miraculous Medal Novena: Tuesday, 7:30PM
Divine Mercy Chaplet: Tuesday, following Novena

Thursday, 7:00PM

Sacrament of Baptism: Parish Registration and a Baptism class is 
required. Please contact Teri Dwyer to register and plan to attend the class 
while awaiting the birth or adoption of your child.

Sacrament of Matrimony: In accord with the regulations of the 
Archdiocese of Washington, couples must contact a priest and begin 
preparation at least six months prior to the wedding. Parish registration and 
active participation for the minimum of three months is required before 
preparation may begin. Living together before marriage is sinful and harmful 
to the future marriage. Couples who are living together will be asked to live 
separately during the preparation time. 

What does it mean to be an active Catholic? Frequently, those seeking 
to celebrate Marriage, have children baptized, or serve as sponsors for 
Confirmation or Baptism request a letter stating they are parishioners and 
active, practicing Catholics. To receive such a letter, one must be registered 
in the parish, attend Mass regularly, and be committed to a stewardship of 
time, talent, and treasure. We encourage all parishioners to become active 
in one of the parish organizations. In a community as large as St. Raphael, 
one means of verifying participation is through the regular use of parish 
offertory envelopes. If you choose not to participate in the support of the 
parish, or are unable to contribute at this time, please at least note your 
prayerful support on your envelope and place it in the weekly offertory. We 
will then be aware of your continued participation, and you will not be noted 
as "inactive" on our parish roster.      A beautiful sunrise behind our school!  Fr. Salah’s collection

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fadw.org%2Fabout-us%2Fresources%2Fpregnant-need-help%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C2c3128c55af0482a3b1008d80bfaab19%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637272518518809783&sdata=ObYEABFW
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstraphaels.org%2Fparish-registration-form&data=04%7C01%7C%7C4cbe914ae7164de1d3a608d8be35ea95%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637468486063320627%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJW
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Mass Schedule and Intentions for the Week 

Monday,  October 25 

6:30AM 
9:00AM 

William Francis Pritchard, Jr. (d) 
Sara Koka  

Tuesday, October 26 

6:30AM 
9:00AM 

Vaz Family (d) 
CDR George A. Wildes, USCG (Ret.) 

Wednesday, October 27 

6:30AM 
9:00AM 

Fernandes Family Members (d) 
Michaela Oei 
  

Thursday, October 28 

6:30AM 
9:00AM 

Vincent Daly (d) 
Elisa Pedraza (d) 

Friday, October 29 

6:30AM 
9:00AM 

Veera Fernandes 
Roman Oei 

Saturday, October 30 

9:00AM 
5:00PM  

Jerome Leifield (d) 
Fr. Tom             Dr. Joseph & Eileen Zigarelli (d) 

Sunday, October 31 

  7:00AM 
  8:30AM 
10:00AM 
11:30AM 
  1:00PM 
  6:00PM 

Fr. Mike            Patricia Dwyer (d) 
Fr. Tom            Thomas McGinis (d) 
Fr. Tom            Gaston Lopez 
Fr.  Mike           Marion DeLone (d) 
Fr.  Bill              Members of the Parish 
Fr . Bill              Eugene Vaz  

  

  

*Live-streamed Masses:  
Daily, 6:30AM and Saturday, 9:00AM,  
Sunday,11:30AM, 1:00PM 

Bulletin notices are due in writing ON FRIDAY, THE 
WEEK BEFORE THE published date. Notices may be 
emailed to: esalatto@straphaels.org . This bulletin was 
transmitted on October 19. 

Today is World Mission Sunday. We celebrate 
this day by remembering our baptismal call—to bring 
the Gospel to all! The collection today for the Society 
for the Propagation of the Faith supports the work 
and witness of the Mission Church, as it provides for 
priests, religious and lay leaders who offer the Lord’s 
mercy and concrete help to the most vulnerable 
communities in the Pope’s missions. Thank you for 
your generosity. 

 

Face Masks are required in all ADW 
buildings and churches. We wish to 
thank you for keeping everyone safe 
as we all  continue to comply with 
the county mask mandate. 

 

 

 

 

Thank you, parishioners, who have made a gift to the 
2021 Annual Appeal.  As of 
October 19, we now stand 
at 433 donors, and 88% of 
our parish goal with 
donations totaling 
319,296.50 of the St. 
Raphael 362,100.00 goal.  

For parishioners who 
have not had an opportunity 
to make their gift, donations 
can also be made by visiting 
give.adw.org or you can 
scan the barcode.  

Thank you for supporting 
the charitable works of our archdiocese through your 
Annual Appeal  giving. If you have questions about how 
Annual Appeal funds are used, we encourage you to 
visit  appeal.adw.org or email your inquiry to 
development@ adw.org.   

The priest schedule is subject to change. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Vicar’s Verbiage 
 

Doubts vs. Difficulties 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

Sometimes when I am hearing confessions 
someone will say they have doubts about the faith or with 
certain parts of it.  I’m always reminded of a passage 
from the great book of St John Henry Newman which he 
wrote about his conversion.  He said in chapter five: “Ten 
thousand difficulties do not make one doubt, as I 
understand the subject; difficulty and doubt are not 
incommensurate.”  He references a math problem which 
someone cannot figure out (I think we’ve all been there at 
some point), it doesn’t mean there isn’t an answer, it just 
means we don’t have the answer yet.  There are lots of 
doctrines of the Church that are difficult: like 
transubstantiation, or the hypostatic union of Jesus the 
Son of God or moral doctrines concerning abortion or 
contraception, but as difficult as they may be if we really 
believe that the Church is true and that Jesus is who he 
says he is, having a doubt about that crosses into 
dangerous territory.   
 

Because “Faith is certain. It is more certain than 
all human knowledge because it is founded on the very 
word of God who cannot lie. To be sure, revealed truths 
can seem obscure to human reason and experience, but 
‘the certainty that the divine light gives is greater than that 
which the light of natural reason gives.”’ (Catechism of 
the Catholic Church Paragraph 157)   
 

So we use our faith to seek out understanding.  
We use the light of faith that is given to us in Baptism to 
know more about God and the world.  Faith helps us to 
see things that are hidden to reason and are beyond our 
capacity to know.   

 
It doesn’t mean we just need to sit down and be 

quiet either.  I always tell people in those situations, “well, 
if you have a doubt (or more precisely a difficulty—I 
hope), learn about the truth!”  Don’t just believe what you 
read in some random Wikipedia article or after doing ten 
minutes of internet searching.  We’re talking about God, 
do some work!  You won’t be sorry for the effort. 

 
There is so much beauty in the doctrine of the 

Church, so much truth, so much consolation and hope.  
And there’s always a reason why something is there.  I 
always like to think of the doctrines as arranged in a 
beautiful crystal lattice structure.  Some are more difficult 
than others but my desire is to know God better, so a little 
work is good in that quest.  I hope you can overcome 
your difficulties with the gift of faith and see the Truth 
extending his hand to you in love.   

 
 Fr. Bill 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Usher Ministry is in need of volunteers for all weekend 
masses.  Duties and responsibilities currently include 
ensuring an Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion 
brings the Eucharist to parishioners who are not able to 
comfortably or safely walk the communion line, 
safeguarding the offertory and special collections after 
mass, general tidying of the pews, and being the 
welcoming sign to the faithful assembled for worship.  
 
The Ministry of Hospitality is truly a service to the Church 
and is a great opportunity to serve with very little time 
commitment required.   This is an ideal ministry for families 
to serve together.  Please contact Terry Salsgiver at 301-
437-2018 or tsalsgiver@comcast.net. 
 

WANT TO BE A CATHOLIC – OR LEARN MORE 
ABOUT THE CATHOLIC FAITH – IT’S NOT TOO 
LATE!  
 

UPDATE on RCIA (the pathway for adults wishing to 
explore becoming Catholic – and for those who have not 
received their Sacraments of Confirmation and/or Eucharist 
– and those Catholics who have been “away” and want to 
learn more about their Faith)  
 
So far, we do not have anyone to begin the RCIA journey 
on Sunday mornings. Instead of the Sunday morning 
meetings, we will find another path such as individual 
meetings; or ZOOM meetings or some other creative 
way to help you in your journey.  
 
If you are interested in RCIA, please contact Linda 
Poindexter at 240-864-2542 or lpoindexter@straphaels.org  

 

Bereavement Mass—November 6, 9:00AM 
 
During the past year you may have experienced a loss of 
a family member or close friend.  As is our tradition, there 
will be a Bereavement Mass at St. Raphael for all of our 
parish family members who have died during the past 
twelve months.  We will offer this Mass on Saturday, 
November 6 at 9:00 AM in the church. 
 
We invite you, your family and friends to join us at this 
Mass on November 6 . 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

mailto:lpoindexter@straphaels.org
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ST. RAPHAEL CATHOLIC CHURCH 
ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND OCTOBER 24, 2021 

New Federal Lawsuits may bring down late term abortionist LeRoy Carhart in Bethesda !  
 

On December 8, 1999, Missy Reilly Smith established WAKE UP with female friends because 
they were horrified about news on the trafficking of baby body parts. WAKE UP stands for 
Women Against the Killing & Exploitation of Unprotected Persons. 
 
Since 1999, Missy has gone out onto the streets of the Washington metro area, prayed outside 
abortion facilities, and testified before Congress to help save unborn babies and their parents 
from the tragedy of abortion and other gruesome crimes related to it. She has been arrested for 
defending the human rights of America's most vulnerable children. Missy has collaborated with 
Defend Life many times as a speaker and is a tour de force in her own right. 

 

Come hear Missy Reilly Smith, 
November 10th at 7:30PM in the Church 

 

and hear the journey of WAKE UP and "We the People" working to take down infamous 
late term abortionist Carhart in Bethesda!  The update is very exciting and hopeful.  You 

won't want to miss this exciting evening!  We believe God has been working through all of us to make this 
happen.  And happening it is!   

Knights of Columbus 
duplicate bridge group is 
looking for additional 
players.  Group meets at 
5 PM on Sundays and 
rotates location to 
members homes or 
Glenmere in the 
Villages.  All levels of 
play are welcome.  We 
welcome both couples 
and singles. You do not 
need to be members of 
the Knights of 
Columbus.  For more 
information, call or email 
Sue DeGraba 
at sdegraba@gmail.com 
or 301 279-2873. 

Advent Giving Tree 
  

The Advent Giving Tree (AGT) is in its 31
st
 year!  The project  has provided tangible and monetary gifts each December to 

service organizations in Montgomery County, and DC, including homeless shelters, support agencies for children and 
families in need, hospice care and our sister parish, St. Martin’s DC. The organizations provide wish lists each year that 
are fulfilled by the generosity of St. Raphael Parishioners. Over 50 volunteers are involved in the success of this project. 
This includes making and hanging up of tags on the trees, moving, sorting, packing, and delivering of gifts. 
  
This year, due to the ongoing pandemic, the Advent Giving Tree Project  will collect gift cards.  We hope to get 
back to the tangible and monetary gifts in 2022.  
  
We are most grateful to Diana Grimm and Linda Trinh who have co-chaired St. Raphael’s annual Advent Giving Tree 
Project since 2011. They will be stepping down after this year.  It’s time to recruit new chairpersons to manage AGT.   
Diana and Linda would welcome new volunteers to work alongside them this year to ensure a smooth transition. Over the 
years, they have worked to make the process efficient with a step-by step outline to follow and they promise it’s Fun!  
  
The Advent Giving Tree truly embodies the spirit of Christmas and is a tradition that our parishioners look forward to every 

year — we don’t want to see it end!  
  
Please consider volunteering for this wonderful ministry!  Email Diana Grimm at rgrimm1015@aol.com to volunteer. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

mailto:sdegraba@gmail.com
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Protecting Our Families: Educational Talk for Parents 
The Archdiocese of Washington Office for Family Life is 
offering an in-person and virtual educational talk for parents 
against pornography. The talk will be given on Thursday, 
October 28, 7:00-8:00 PM and is hosted by St. Francis of 
Assisi Parish, 6701 Muncaster Mill Road, Derwood, MD 
20855. 

 

Do you know that the average age of first exposure to 
pornography is 11 years old? 
With children online more than ever, we invite you to join 
us for a workshop to learn about the harmful effects of 
pornography on children and families, the science of how it 
impacts the brain, and how to talk with your children about 
this topic. The workshop is free. For more information 
contact the Office for Family Life at 301-853-4546 or e-mail 
visiblesign@adw.org. 
 
To register, please go to: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/

Would you like to be part of the St. Raphael’s 

Domestic Violence Outreach Team? 

If you are alert and sensitive to victims, can listen with 
compassion and be able to provide information 
regarding local resources for victims and families, 
prayfully, consider joining our team.  
  
TIME COMMITMENT? 
 Minimally participants will commit to 3-5 hours of training 
on Zoom over 2-3 months that will focus on: 
  
+the extent and severity of domestic violence 
+ how to recognize and respond to victims 
+identifying local resources that render direct assistance to 
victims. 
  
After that, how much additional time you devote to 
supporting domestic violence organizations is up to you. 
  

  
To join, contact: 
Gladys Baba - gladyspbaba@yahoo.com or   
Elinor Metz - edmetz15@gmail.com , and you will be 
invited to an organizational meeting to provide more 
detailed information. 

October is National Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month. To learn more about the Catholic 
response, visit the U.S. Bishop’s website for their 
Pastoral Letter: “When I Call for Help” (http://bit.ly/
usccb_dv) If you or a family member or friend 
needs help now, contact the National Domestic 
Violence Hotline, 800‐799‐7233 (24 hours); 800‐
787‐3224 (TTY); http://www.ndvh.org. If you are in 
immediate danger, call 911. 

 

Please Help Save Lives in Bethesda!  
Support the prayer vigils to protect mothers and children by 
praying with our parish on Mondays and Saturdays in front 
of Leroy Carhart’s Late Term Abortion clinic in Bethesda. 
There are two prayer vigils to witness to the sanctity of 
human life and end abortion that you can support: 
  

The Fall Bethesda 40 Days for Life campaign begins with 
the kick-off event at 8 AM on Wednesday September 22. 
Full details on the campaign are available here. https://
www.40daysforlife.com/en/bethesda St. Raphael’s is 
supporting the campaign by praying a rosary on the public 
sidewalk in front of Leroy Carhart’s late term abortion 
facility at the Wildwood Medical Center, 10401 Old 
Georgetown Road in Bethesda each Saturday from 10 - 11 
AM from September 25 through October 30.  Please meet 
in the vestibule after the 9 AM Mass if you need help with 
directions. Our Knights of Columbus may also livestream 
the Saturday prayer on St. Raphael’s YouTube channel.  
  

St. Raphael’s also supports the weekly prayer vigil that 
occurs every Monday from 9:00 – 11:00 AM at the same 
location.  This effort is one of the main prolife efforts in 
Washington, D.C.  Leroy Carhart is one of the only 
abortionists in the country who performs abortions during 
the entire nine (9) month term, and has killed or seriously 
injured numerous women, including two in May 2020.  This 
prayer vigil seeks to inform the public of the evil taking 
place in Bethesda and includes signs showing the victims 
of abortion and the abortionist.   

Readings for the Week of October 24, 2021 
Sunday Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Jer 31:7-9; Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6; Heb 5:1-6;  
 Mk 10:46-52 
Monday Rom 8:12-17; Ps 68:2 and 4, 6-7ab, 20-21; 
 Lk 13:10-17 
Tuesday Rom 8:18-25; Ps 126:1b-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6; 
 Lk 13:18-21 
Wednesday Rom 8:26-30; Ps 13:4-5, 6; Lk 13:22-30 
Thursday Feast of Saints Simon and Jude, Apostles 
 Eph 2:19-22; Ps 19:2-3, 4-5; Lk 6:12-16 
Friday Rom 9:1-5; Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20;  
 Lk 14:1-6 
Saturday Rom 11:1-2a, 11-12, 25-29; Ps 94:12-13a,  
 14-15, 17-18; Lk 14:1, 7-11 
Sunday Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Dt 6:2-6; Ps 18:2-3, 3-4, 47, 51; Heb 7:23-28;  
 Mk 12:28b-34 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

mailto:visiblesign@adw.org
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2Feducational-talk-for-parents-anti-pornography-tickets-168639724957&data=04%7C01%7C%7C4f12101357a44712f7e708d9925873fe%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0
mailto:gladyspbaba@yahoo.com
mailto:edmetz15@gmail.com
http://bit.ly/usccb_dv
http://bit.ly/usccb_dv
http://www.ndvh.org/
https://www.40daysforlife.com/en/bethesda
https://www.40daysforlife.com/en/bethesda
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Youth Ministry
Annie McHugh, 240-864-2519

Looking Ahead!

YG Pumpkin Carving Party - October 24
All high school teens are invited for our Pumpkin Carving 
Party in the Trumpet Room! Bring your own pumpkin and 
join us from 7:00-8:30PM in a competition to win the Golden 
Gourd Award! Warm drinks provided with great fellowship.

Mirror Image - November 7
Come to YG on the 7th for a discussion on how we are 
created in the image and likeness of God and how that 
influences our dignity, value and worth. All high school 
teens are invited from 7:00-8:30PM!

Fall Retreat - November 19-21
Fall retreat returns! Come away for a weekend of prayer, 
fellowship, discussion, sports and more. Join dozens of 
teens stepping away from the craziness of life and refocus 
on your relationship with God. Cost is $125.00 but 
scholarships are available. Please contact Mike McHugh at 
mmchugh@straphaels.org for more information.

St. Ann’s Center—Christmas Open House

Please join Cardinal Wilton Gregory, Sister Mary 
Bader and the Board of Directors of St. Ann’s 
Center for Children, Youth and Families to 
our ANNUAL CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE:
Sunday, December 5, 2021 from 1:00PM -
3:00PM at St. Ann’s Center: 4901 Eastern Avenue, 
Hyattsville, MD 20782.

Please contact Carolyn Boyle for more 
information: cbo le stanns.org or 301-559-5500
https://www.stanns.org

Class Aides Needed
We are in need of a class aides and co
-catechists for our Sunday night (7:05-
8:20 PM) and Monday night (7:00-8:15 
PM) religious education classes. 
Serving as a class aide or as a co-
catechist is a great way to be involved 
in the ministry of catechesis. 

Please contact Mary Beaudoin, 202-
294-7697, Director of Religious 

Education, for details.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

mailto:cboyle@stanns.org
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.stanns.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C3279d678dff245ba772e08d9932c8bee%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637702641809495230%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoi
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First Penance and First Eucharist 2022 MEETING  
on October 27 

While parents help their children prepare for First 
Communion throughout their early lives, formal preparation 
generally encompasses the two years before children 
receive First Penance and First Communion.  Children 
attend religious education or Catholic school.  In addition, 
families complete at-home reading and a workbook.  
Parents of children in their second year of preparation for 
First Communion (grade 2 and above) need to attend an 
online meeting for First Penance on Wednesday, October 
27, at 7:00 PM. At-home packets will also be available for 
pick up that week. A link for the meeting will be sent to all 
families with children who are registered for the second 
year of Penance/Eucharist prep. 
 

First Penance/Reconciliation is scheduled for Wednesday, 
February 2, and Saturday, February 12, 2022. 
 

The large group First Communion Masses are scheduled 
for May 7, 2022 at 11:00 AM and 1:00 PM. with Saturday, 
April 30, as a an alternate date (Mass at 11:00 AM). 
 

 Confirmation Year I and Year II Meeting Notes 
For those families who missed the Confirmation Year I or 

Confirmation Year II meetings during the first two 
weeks of October, the PowerPoint presentations are 
now available.  Please contact the SRRE office to 
receive a link to the presentations. 
 

The Confirmation Retreat (Year II) will be held at St. 
Raphael on Saturday, November 13. (Note the date 
change.  Confirmation Masses are scheduled for May 21, 
2022 at 10:30 AM and 1:00 PM. 
 

Religious Education Classes Have Begun 
St. Raphael Religious Education (SRRE) offers ongoing 
faith formation for all children and teens, as well as 
preparation for sacraments. Each year of faith formation is 
designed to deepen relationships with Jesus and his 
Church through focus on what we believe, why we 
celebrate the sacraments, how we pray, and how we live. 
 

Schedule of classes: 
Sundays, 7:05-8:20 PM – grades 3-7 (grade 8 class is 
not available at this time) 
Mondays, 4:30-5:45 – grades K-8 
Mondays, 7:00-8:15 – grades 1-12 
Family Catechesis (see information and schedule below) 

 

If you have not yet registered your child, please do so now. 
Find the registration link at https://www.straphaels.org/
religious-education. Note that you will need the location and 
date of your child’s baptism. Contact our office if you have 
any questions. If your child is new to SRRE we will also 
need their baptismal certificate. 
 

Tuition and sacramental fees can be paid through Faith 
Direct or by check.  Please make your check payable to “St. 
Raphael RE” and bring or send it to our office (St. Raphael 
Religious Ed., 1513 Dunster Road, Rockville MD 20854).  
Please put your child’s name on the memo line of your 
Faith Direct payment or your check.  Payment plan and 
reduced tuition are available for families who need financial 
assistance.  Please contact Mary Beaudoin. 

All SRRE students, catechists, parents, and others (age 2 
and above) are required to wear well-fitting face coverings 
in St. Raphael buildings, regardless of vaccination status. 
We do not allow any indoor eating or drinking during SRRE 
sessions. 
 

Family Catechesis for Religious Education 
This year SRRE is also offering a Family Catechesis 
program. 

•  For families with children in grades 1-8 
•  Come together with other families for six sessions 
•  Families gather for prayer and formation 
•  Children meet with peers and catechist for one 
lesson  
•  Parents preview the upcoming lessons together 
•  Parents teach other four lessons of each unit to their 
child at home 

  

 Schedule - Sundays, 4:30-5:45 PM 
 

 
Religious Education and Sacrament Calendar 

October 27   First Penance Parent 
Meeting (alternate and Spanish TBA) 
October 31-November 1  No SRRE Classes 
November 13   Confirmation Retreat 
December 26-27  No SRRE Classes 
January 2-3   SRRE Classes resume 
January 16-17   No SRRE Classes 
February 20-21   No SRRE Classes 
February 2 and 12  First Penance 
March 19   First Eucharist Family 
Retreat Morning 
April 10-11, 17-18  No SRRE Classes 
May 7    First Communion 
Masses, 11:00AM. and 1:00PM  
May 9    last day of SRRE 
Classes 
May 21    Confirmation Masses at 
10:30AM and 1:00PM 
 

 
The Eyes of Faith  

Remember to make time to reflect on this Sunday’s 
Scripture readings at home:  
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/102421.cfm   
 
Key Passage: Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has made 
you well.” Immediately he regained his sight and followed 
him on the way. (Mark 10:52) 
 
. . . and then have a family sharing time on the questions 
below 
 
Adult: What have your eyes of faith helped you see in a 
new way? 
Child: What do you like most about the story of 
Bartimaeus? Why? 
 
 
 

Religious Education 
mbeaudoin@straphaels.org 

202-294-7697 

Tuition : 
One child - $155 
Two children - $230 
Three or more children - $280 

Sacramental Fees: 
First  Eucharist  in Spring  2022-$75 
Confirmation in Spring  2022-$75 
  

• September 19 
• October 24 

• December 5 
• January 30 

• March 13 
• May 1 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

http://www.straphaels.org/index.cfm?load=event&event=79
https://www.straphaels.org/religious-education
https://www.straphaels.org/religious-education
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/102421.cfm
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THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 An Encyclical for All Brothers and Sisters 
In his most recent encyclical, Fratelli Tutti, 
Pope Francis invites us to consider how we are 
called “in the face of present-day attempts to 
eliminate or ignore others” to respond “with a 
new vision of fraternity and social friendship 
that will not remain at the level of words.” This 
week we continue with Chapter 3: Envisaging 
and Engendering an Open World and the 
subchapter “Beyond a World of “Associates.”  

 
Liberty, equality, and fraternity 
103. Fraternity is born not only of a climate of respect for 
individual liberties, or even of a certain administratively 
guaranteed equality. Fraternity necessarily calls for 
something greater, which in turn enhances freedom and 
equality. What happens when fraternity is not consciously 
cultivated, when there is a lack of political will to promote 
it through education in fraternity, through dialogue and 
through the recognition of the values of reciprocity and 
mutual enrichment? Liberty becomes nothing more than a 
condition for living as we will, completely free to choose to 
whom or what we will belong, or simply to possess or 
exploit. This shallow understanding has little to do with 
the richness of a liberty directed above all to love. 
104. Nor is equality achieved by an abstract proclamation 
that “all men and women are equal.” Instead, it is the 
result of the conscious and careful cultivation of fraternity. 
Those capable only of being “associates” create closed 
worlds. Within that framework, what place is there for 
those who are not part of one’s group of associates, yet 
long for a better life for themselves and their families? 
105. Individualism does not make us more free, more 
equal, more fraternal. The mere sum of individual 
interests is not capable of generating a better world for 
the whole human family. Nor can it save us from the 
many ills that are now increasingly globalized. Radical 
individualism is a virus that is extremely difficult to 
eliminate, for it is clever. It makes us believe that 
everything consists in giving free rein to our own 
ambitions, as if by pursuing ever greater ambitions and 
creating safety nets we would somehow be serving the 
common good. 
-Pope Francis, Fratelli Tutti #103, #104, #105 

 
Caring for God’s Creation – A Plan That Calls for Solidarity 

Five years ago, Pope Francis 
released his encyclical Laudato 
Si’ (Care for Our Common Home). 
Many dioceses, parishes, parish 
schools, and families have 

embraced the call of integral ecology, a key concept in 
Laudato Si'. It says that “everything is closely related” and 
that “today’s problems call for a vision capable of taking into 
account every aspect of the global crisis.”  In August, 
Cardinal Gregory announced the launch of Laudato Si': 
Embarking on a Seven-Year Journey Promoting an Integral 
Ecology in the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Washington. 
It contains easy to advanced ways for us to exercise 
stewardship over God’s creation. Find the action plan here 
(en español) or find the link to the plan at www.adw.org  
This is a wonderful opportunity for every individual, every 
family, and every group in our parish to make a difference 
in this all-important work. Young people looking for 
Confirmation and community service opportunities will find 
many projects in this action plan. The plan names seven 
markers that help to measure the implementation of 
Laudato Si’. The second marker is  
 
2. Response to the Cry of Those Who Are Poor/
Vulnerable: defense of human life from conception to death  

and all forms of life on Earth, with special attention to 
vulnerable groups such as indigenous communities, 
migrant children at risk through slavery, etc.  
 
Listening to ‘the cry of those who are poor or vulnerable’ 
means actively ensuring all communities; especially our 
cultural communities are consulted, listened to, and 
empowered to make decisions on environmental issues 
that affect them. Persons of all income levels including low-
to-moderate income, the elderly, children, immigrants, 
people with disabilities, those experiencing homelessness, 
racial and ethnic minorities, and indigenous people must be 
included in discussions and decisions related to their 
communities. There are people in the Archdiocese of 
Washington who are suffering from the effects of structural 
racism and from political, social, and economic negligence, 
and who are disproportionately affected by climate change.  
The lack of environmental and racial justice is of great 
concern to our Church. In Laudato Si’, Pope Francis points 
to the global dimensions of the issue of environmental and 
racial justice, and how these issues are interconnected. 
Excessive consumption, extraction of Earth’s natural 
resources, and the culture of waste in affluent countries, 
has led to dire consequences for the most vulnerable 
countries of the world and has had a negative impact upon 
the health of people living in vulnerable countries. Many 
vulnerable countries have experienced environmental 
consequences due to climate-change such as: rising 
temperatures, rising sea levels, intense flooding, severe 
drought, and dangerous fires. These consequences have 
resulted in water scarcity, devastated many farming 
communities, and people forced to flee their countries for 
better lives as climate refugees. Such climate refugees 
(e.g. from Central America and Africa) can be found in our 
communities, and some of them encounter discrimination in 
the archdiocese and this country.  
 
Possible Actions for Individuals and Families: 

☐ Create or expand parish and school libraries to feature 
a variety of voices and experiences on the impact of 
watershed pollution on low-income communities (easy) 
☐ Explore local ecological educational opportunities in 
your community to learn about environmental justice (e.g. 
Tour Blue Plains in Washington, D.C., the largest 
advanced wastewater plant in the world; Chesapeake 
Bay Foundation Educational Tours.) (easy) 
☐ Volunteer to do a parish clean-up (easy) 

☐ Assist vulnerable persons (easy to advanced) 
☐ Know your neighbors, develop relationships with 
one another (easy) 
☐ Run errands for those who need assistance in 
your neighborhood (easy) 
☐ Develop awareness of programs that can assist 
vulnerable persons (easy) 
☐ Support local charity programs to help and assist 
vulnerable persons, such as Catholic Charities DC, 
Catholic Relief Services, Catholic Campaign for 
Human Development (easy to advanced) 
☐ Contribute food or financial donations to your 
parish food pantry (easy to advanced) 
☐ Develop or expand parish emergency funds to 
help individuals with energy, water, and other bills 
(moderate to advanced) 

☐ Volunteer with a local clean the waterways project: 
Sweep Sligo Creek, Chesapeake Bay, and Anacostia 
River projects (moderate) 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
http://www.adw.org/living-the-faith/social-concerns/laudato-si-action-plan/
http://www.adw.org/es/vivamos-la-fe/plan-de-accion-laudato-si/
http://www.adw.org


3286I

EWTN.COM/Radio

Maryland
CatholicMatch.com/goMD

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

© 2021 DIOCESAN

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=32860494
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=32861209
http://myParishApp.com


C
A

LL 1-8
0

0
-233-8

20
0

F
o

r A
d

vertisin
g

 In
fo

rm
atio

n
B

usiness
O

nline at D
io

cesan.co
m

/

Faith
for we live by faith, not by sight

2 CORINTHIANS,  5:7
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