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New Parishioners: A warm welcome to St. Raphael’s Catholic 
Church. Blue registration cards are available on the wall rack in 
the main entrance of the church or you may register online at: 
https://straphaels.org/parish-registration-form  
The Parish Wide Ministry Resource List can be found on our 
website on the Welcome tab or under Ministries, Social 
Responsibility, and Documents. 

For Life Affirming Resources:  
https://adw.org/about-us/resources/pregnant-need-help/ 
Healing after abortion? Project Rachel 301-853-4565 

Please mail correspondence  to the  Parish Office 
1592 Kimblewick Road, Rockville, MD 20854 
Parish Phone   301-762-2143 
Parish Fax  301-762-0719
Website  www.straphaels.org 

Weekend Masses: Saturday: 5:00 PM 
Sunday: 7:00, 8:30, 10:00, 11:30AM, 

1:00PM (español), 6:00PM (youth) 
Weekday Masses: Monday thru Friday: 6:30 and 9:00AM 

Saturday: 9:00 AM 
Penance:  Tuesday: 7:00 - 7:30 PM and  

Saturday: 3:45 - 4:30 PM 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: Tuesday:  6:45 PM 

Thursday: 9:30 AM 
Benediction: Tuesday, following novena 7:45 PM  

Thursday, 7:15PM 
Miraculous Medal Novena: Tuesday, 7:30PM 
Divine Mercy Chaplet: Tuesday, following Novena 

Thursday, 7:00PM 

Sacrament of Baptism: Parish Registration and a Baptism class is 
required. Please contact Teri Dwyer to register and plan to attend the class 
while awaiting the birth or adoption of your child. 

Sacrament of Matrimony: In accord with the regulations of the 
Archdiocese of Washington, couples must contact a priest and begin 
preparation at least six months prior to the wedding. Parish registration and 
active participation for the minimum of three months is required before 
preparation may begin. Living together before marriage is sinful and harmful 
to the future marriage. Couples who are living together will be asked to live 
separately during the preparation time.  

What does it mean to be an active Catholic? Frequently, those seeking 
to celebrate Marriage, have children baptized, or serve as sponsors for 
Confirmation or Baptism request a letter stating they are parishioners and 
active, practicing Catholics. To receive such a letter, one must be registered 
in the parish, attend Mass regularly, and be committed to a stewardship of 
time, talent, and treasure. We encourage all parishioners to become active 
in one of the parish organizations. In a community as large as St. Raphael, 
one means of verifying participation is through the regular use of parish 
offertory envelopes. If you choose not to participate in the support of the 
parish, or are unable to contribute at this time, please at least note your 
prayerful support on your envelope and place it in the weekly offertory. We 
will then be aware of your continued participation, and you will not be noted 
as "inactive" on our parish roster.       

See KofC announcement about cover photo on page 4. 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fadw.org%2Fabout-us%2Fresources%2Fpregnant-need-help%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C2c3128c55af0482a3b1008d80bfaab19%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637272518518809783&sdata=ObYEABFW
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstraphaels.org%2Fparish-registration-form&data=04%7C01%7C%7C4cbe914ae7164de1d3a608d8be35ea95%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637468486063320627%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJW
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Mass Schedule and Intentions for the Week

Monday, January 17

6:30AM
9:00AM

Patrick Kline (d)
Gloria Luz Zuluaga

Tuesday, January 18

6:30AM
9:00AM

Sally Heaney (d)
Joseph Ihsan (d)

Wednesday, January 19

6:30AM
9:00AM

Salatto Family
Oei Sien Khing (d)

Thursday, January 20

6:30AM
9:00AM

Richard B. Hacker (d)
Marian Costanza 

Friday, January 21

6:30AM
9:00AM

Alice Bell (d)
Ovidia Intriago (d)

Saturday, January 22

9:00AM
5:00PM 

Luis Cebollero (d)
Fr. Tom        Victor Stello, Jr. (d)

Sunday, January 23

  7:00AM
  8:30AM
10:00AM
11:30AM
  1:00PM
  6:00PM

Fr. Bill
Fr. Tom
Fr. Tom
Fr. Bill
Fr. Bill
Fr. Bill

Bulletin notices are due in writing ON THURSDAY, THE 
WEEK BEFORE THE published date. Notices may be 
emailed to: esalatto@straphaels.org . This bulletin was 
transmitted on January 11.

The priest schedule is subject to change.

Live-streamed Masses: 
Daily, 6:30AM and Saturday, 9:00AM, 
Sunday,11:30AM, 1:00PM
Go to website: 
www.straphaels.org and link to YouTube.

“There is a mask mandate in 
Montgomery County, Masks are 
required to be worn inside the 
church. There are usually masks 
available in the vestibule. 

If you are unable to wear a mask 
inside the church, you may 
remain outside and at 
Communion, the Eucharistic 
Ministers will distribute Holy 
Eucharist outside the front center 
doors of the church.”

Even as the pandemic continues to bring uncertainty, the 
new year is filled with hope and promise – we always seek 
to grow our vital ministries, explore new ways to share the 
good news of Christ’s love, and reflect His care and mercy 
to those in need throughout the community. To continue to 
make a difference in 2022, St. Raphael Catholic Church is 
reaching out to our parishioners.

Begin the new year with eGiving to help sustain and build 
ministries throughout 2022 that reflect the steadfast 
promise of God’s love. Your generous online gifts will help 
people all around us.

We prayerfully request that you consider signing up for 
eGiving from your computer, smartphone or tablet. You 
can set up a recurring donation or make a one-time gift. 
Sign up today by visiting faith.direct/MD34. Thank you for 
your continued support of our parish family.

God Bless You,

Father Mike Salah

Help My Marriage:

Do you feel alone? Are you frustrated or angry with 
each other? Do you argue, or have you just stopped 
talking to each other? Does talking about it only make it 
worse? Retrouvaille helps couples through difficult 
times in their marriages. This program has helped many 
couples experiencing difficulties in their marriage. For 
confidential information or to register now for the week-
end on January 21-23 in Baltimore, visit 
www.HelpOurMarriage.org
(443)400-7017, email:3015@HelpOurMarriage.org

Sarah Cevallos (d)
Kitty Gleavy (d)
Michael Glynn (d)
Members of the Parish
Luis Robert Duarte (d)
Patricia Dwyer (d)

Please pray for the soul of 
Cecelia Alexander, mother of Damien Alexander

Barbara Cornish

Alicia Duarte, niece of Jorge Duarte

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon them. 
May the souls of all the faithful departed, 

through the mercy of God, 
rest in peace. Amen.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

http://www.helpourmarriage.org/
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SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Vicar’s Verbiage

Reading like a Theophilus

Dear Friends,
Today’s Gospel is actually the beginning of 

Luke’s account of the life of Jesus and it’s 
addressed to a person by the name of Theophilus. 
The great early Christian scripture scholar St 
Ambrose said, “The Gospel was written to 
Theophilus, i.e., To him whom God loves.  If you 
love God, it was written to you.”  

If you love God, this Gospel was written to 
you!  The amazing thing about the Scriptures is 
that they are inspired by God.  He prompted and 
guided the human authors of the Scriptures to 
write what was and is needed to reveal himself 
and for us to have what is necessary to get to 
heaven.

There is some evidence that Theophilus 
was a real person, he could have been someone 
who supported Saint Luke in his ministry and he 
might have been a Roman official but what’s really 
interesting is that the name itself means one whom 
God loves.  It makes everything a little bit more 
“real” when we realize that God had us each in 
mind when he inspired the Scriptures.  He knew 
then that you’d be reading them or hearing them.  
He knows each moment when the Scriptures will 
speak to you and help you in a moment of joy or 
sorrow.  

Another great early Christian scholar, 
Origen, wrote that “anyone who is ‘Theophilus’ is 
both ‘excellent’ and ‘very strong’…they have 
strength and vigor from both God and his Word.  
They can recognize the ‘truth.’”  Luke was perhaps 
addressing his patron when he called him 
excellent and strong but its also true of us when 
we read his words too.  

If you love God, the Gospel was written to 
you!  Its not just a story or a collection of myths, 
God wants you to see the truth!  Luke wrote to 
you!  So, I’d encourage you to pick up God’s Word 
and not just see it as another book but something 
that was planned for you—like the best Christmas 
present we could ever get—God planned for you 
to read his Word today so read it like a Theophilus! 

Fr. Bill

WANT TO BE A CATHOLIC – OR LEARN MORE 
ABOUT THE CATHOLIC FAITH – IT’S NOT TOO 
LATE!

UPDATE on RCIA (the pathway for adults wishing to 
explore becoming Catholic – and for those who have not 
received their Sacraments of Confirmation and/or 
Eucharist – and those Catholics who have been “away” 
and want to learn more about their Faith)

If you want to learn more and perhaps be received into the 
Catholic Church - If you need to be Confirmed – or need to 
renew your Faith – We want to help you!  If the in person 
on Sunday morning meetings just don’t work we will find 
another path such as individual meetings; or ZOOM 
meetings or some other creative way to help you in your 
journey.

Please don’t give up!  Contact Linda Poindexter at 240-
864-2542 or lpoindexter@straphaels.org

Leave a message and have patience!  It will be answered!!

We are meeting every Sunday in the Youth Center, 9:45-
11:15AM.

Drop in and get acquainted!

Mark Your Calendar 

Additional Synodal Meeting on 
Monday, January 31,  7PM, Church

The Synod is a unique gift for our local Church.  
It is a gift of time-a chance to step back and 
reconnect with our parish.  It is an opportunity to 
invite people not only back to Sunday Mass but 
back to parish life. This invitation to parish life 
starts with listening.  Listening to each other’s 
joys, hopes, sorrows and anxieties.  The Synod 
is not about changing doctrine or church 
structures, but rather encountering each other 
as brothers and sisters in Christ in a post-
pandemic world. St. Raphael will host this 
additional listening session on Monday, 
January 31 at 7PM in the church. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Come and See What the Permanent 
Diaconate is All About

The Office of Diaconate Formation of The Roman 
Catholic Archdiocese of Washington will begin a new 
cycle of forming men for the Permanent Diaconate. 
Deacons are called to a special ministry of service 
through which they assist the poor, the hungry, the sick, 
the homeless, the imprisoned, immigrants, and others. 
As ministers of God’s Word, deacons proclaim the 
Gospel at Mass, preach, and teach. They also exercise 
various liturgical roles, including the sacraments of 
Baptism and Matrimony, and preside at prayer services, 
funerals, wakes, and graveside services. Interested men 
and their spouses, if married, should review the schedule 
at the website below for the locations and dates of 
“Come and See” events to learn more about the 
permanent diaconate and the formation program.

Applicants must be baptized Catholic men between the 
ages of thirty and sixty (at the time the formation program 
begins), active in the parish, and recommended by their 
pastors. Interested persons may contact Deacon Charles 
Huber, Assistant Director of Formation, at 301-853-4582 
or by e-mail at HuberC@adw.org; you may also contact 
Deacon Richard Meyer at rsmhome@verizon.net. 
Additional information and an Inquirer’s Information Form 
is available at https://adw.org/vocations/deacons/
formation-program/.

A Come and See event is scheduled in this area (see 
website for more locations):

• Tuesday February 15 7-9 PM., St. Rose of Lima,
11701 Clopper Rd, Gaithersburg, MD 20878

Knights of Columbus (See cover photo)
Many thanks to all the young people who participated in the Keep Christ in Christmas Poster event! Your artwork was both 
creative and inspiring, making picking this year's winners exceedingly difficult. Many thanks also to the St. Raphael School 
and the Religious Education program for advocating for this event. The winner in each of the three age groups will receive 
$50 and the runner up in each category will receive $25. The first place winners are also eligible for consideration at the 
State and International level.

The first place winners are: Miguel Rueda-Ramirez (Grade K-2), Vivian Saslowsky (Grade 3-5), and Sara Rueda-Ramirez 
(Grade 6-8). The second place winners are:  Ana Rueda-Ramirez (Grade K-2), Rafi Elharam (Grade 3-5), and Sara Koka 
(Grade 6-8).

Take a Personal “Retreat” Day
Jan 21 / Feb 18 / Mar 11
Are your days overcrowded, jam-packed, and busy, busy, 

busy? Jesus tells you to "Come 
away with me..." to Our Lady 
of Bethesda Retreat Center where 
your very own personal retreat 
awaits. During your personal retreat, 
from 8:30AM-4PM, an experienced 
retreat director will guide you to a 
place of rest with Christ.  The retreat 
schedule allows for one-on-
one spiritual direction (optional), 

quiet reflection, Mass, Confession and Eucharistic 
Adoration, plus continental breakfast and lunch, so you will 
be nourished and cared for while Our Lord speaks to your 
soul about the depths of His love for you. Cost is $120 per 
person. Advance Registration is required, and registrations 
will be limited to facilitate appropriate social distancing. 
Visit our website to register and to find more dates 
ourladyofbethesda.org. Or call 301-365-0612. Our Lady of 
Bethesda Retreat Center, 7007 Bradley Blvd., Bethesda, 
MD 20817.

Readings for the Week of January 16, 2022 
Sunday Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Is 62: 1-5/ Ps 96: 1-2, 2-3, 7-8, 9-10 (3)/  
1 Cor 12: 4-11/ Jn 2: 1-11  

Monday Memorial of Saint Anthony, Abbot 
1 Sm 15: 16-23/ Ps 50: 8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and 
23/ Mk 2: 18-22  

Tuesday 1 Sm 16: 1-13/ Ps 89: 20, 21-22, 27-28/ 
Mk 2: 23-28  

Wednesday 1 Sm 17: 32-33, 37, 40-51/ Ps 144: 1b, 2, 9-10/ 
Mk 3: 1-6  

Thursday 1 Sm 18: 6-9; 19: 1-7/ Ps 56: 2-3, 9-10a,  
10b-11, 12-13/ Mk 3: 7-12  

Friday Memorial of Saint Agnes, Virgin and Martyr 
1 Sm 24: 3-21/ Ps 57: 2, 3-4, 6 and 11/  
Mk 3: 13-19  

Saturday Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of 
Unborn Children  
2 Sm 1: 1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-27/ Ps 80:2-3, 5-7/ 
Mk 3: 20-21  

Sunday Third Sunday in Ordinary Time  
Neh 8: 2-4a, 5-6, 8-10/ Ps 19: 8, 9, 10, 15/ 
1 Cor 12: 12-30 or 1 Cor 12:12-14,27/ Lk 1: 1-
4; 4: 14-21  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fourladyofbethesda.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cdb15328bf6604d19e8ec08d9d4fd90e0%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637775007803453397%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLC
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Child Protection Training
All adults who have contact with children or teens in parish 
programs must complete the Archdiocese of Washington child 
protection training program. The program includes the 
following: the Virtus Safe Environment training session, a 
volunteer application, fingerprinting, background check, and 
the Archdiocesan child protection policy booklet. The 
Archdiocese is currently offering the Virtus training session in-
person and online. We encourage parents and other adults to 
complete child protection training now for future involvement in 
programs. Contact Pietro Lojacono, 301-762-2143, ext.123 in 
the SRRE office for information and forms to get started. 
Thanks!

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Children's Liturgy of the Word (CLW) is a celebration of the 
Liturgy of the Word in language that children can readily 
understand. During the Liturgy of the Word, adult leaders take 
children to a separate space where they share the Sunday 
readings, homily, Creed, and intercessions in a way that is 
developmentally appropriate for the children. For many years 
CLW was part of the 10:00 and 11:30 Sunday Masses, but 
over the years several of our CLW leaders retired from this 
ministry. Then, with the arrival of the pandemic, CLW was 
halted completely. Recently, CLW was restarted at the 1:00 
Spanish Mass. We would like to again offer CLW at the 10:00 
and/or the 11:30 Masses in English, but new leaders are 
needed.  If you are interested in becoming a CLW adult leader, 
please contact Mary Beaudoin. Thank you!

St. Raphael Religious Education (SRRE)
SRRE offers ongoing faith formation for all children and 
teens, as well as preparation for sacraments. Each year of 
faith formation is designed to deepen relationships with Jesus 
and his Church through focus on what we believe, why we 
celebrate the sacraments, how we pray, and how we live.

If you have questions about religious education or sacrament 
preparation for your child, please contact Mary Beaudoin, 
Director of Religious Education. Our classes continue to meet 
in person each week, but we offer parents the option of 
completing lessons at home using the digital textbook and 
having children submit the quiz for each lesson.

Religious Education and Sacrament Calendar
January 16-17 No SRRE Classes
January 23-24 SRRE Classes Resume
February 20-21 No SRRE Classes
February 27-28 SRRE Classes Resume
February 2 and 12 First Penance
March 19 First Eucharist Family Retreat Morning
April 10-11, 17-18  No SRRE Classes
April 24-25   SRRE Classes Resume
May 7  First Communion Masses, 11:00 AM and 1:00 PM 
May 9    last day of SRRE Classes
May 21      Confirmation Masses at 10:30 AM and 1:00 PM

First Penance and First Eucharist 
Families with children preparing for First Eucharist in May are 

completing the God's Gift Reconciliation workbook 
(younger children), the Reconciliation: Pardon and 
Peace workbook (grades 4 and 5), or selected 
chapters of the God's Gift Reconciliation and 
Eucharist workbook (older children). Children are 
memorizing the Prayer for Penitents. Parents are 
invited to pick up a Bag of Sins role play packet 

from the SRRE office to practice how to go to Confession. 
Completed workbooks are due at First Penance.

First Penance/Reconciliation is scheduled for Wednesday, 
February 2, at 7:00 PM and Saturday, February 12, at 10:00 
AM. We are offering a First Penance Get-Ready Morning on 
Saturday, January 22, between 9:30 and 11:30 AM. The 
morning will include prayer and reflection on Jesus’s gift of 
forgiveness, a visit and Q&A with Fr. Bill, how to “examine 
your conscience,” role playing on how to confess your sins in 
Confession, hands on activities, and stories of forgiveness. 
Contact Mary Beaudoin to register or if you have any 
questions.

First Communion Masses are scheduled for May 7, 2022 at 
11:00 AM and 1:00 PM with Saturday, April 30, as an 
alternate date (Mass at 11:00 AM).

 Confirmation Year I and Year II 
Confirmation Year 1 students are working on their 
Confirmation Service Project. If you have any 
questions, please contact the Religious Education 
office. If you have misplaced your packet, you can 
find the forms at https://www.straphaels.org/
confirmation-1.

Confirmation Year 2 students (candidates to receive 
Confirmation in May) are completing their Saint Report (due 
date is January 26) and making sure their Sponsor certificate 
has been sent to us (also due on January 26). If you have any 
questions, please contact the Religious Education office. If 
you have misplaced your packet, you can find the forms at 
https://www.straphaels.org/confirmation-1.

Confirmation Masses will be celebrated on May 21, 2022 at 
10:30 AM and 1:00 PM.

Thinking of Others
Today we continue Year C in the cycle of Sunday readings. 
Remember to make time to reflect on this Sunday’s 
Scripture readings at home: 
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/011622.cfm   

Key Passage: When the wine gave out, the mother of 
Jesus said to him, 
"They have no wine." (Jn. 2:3)

. . . and then have a family sharing time on the questions 
below

▶ Adults: When have you stepped in, as Mary did at
Cana, to try and make a difficult situation easier for
someone?

▶ Kids: What can you do this week to help make
someone's job a little easier?

Religious Education
Mary Beaudoin, 202-294-7697

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/011622.cfm
https://www.straphaels.org/confirmation-1
https://www.straphaels.org/confirmation-1
https://www.straphaels.org/confirmation-1
http://www.straphaels.org/index.cfm?load=event&event=79
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 An Encyclical for All Brothers and Sisters 
In his most recent encyclical, Fratelli Tutti, Pope Francis 

invites us to consider how we are called “in the 
face of present-day attempts to eliminate or 
ignore others” to respond “with a new vision of 
fraternity and social friendship that will not 
remain at the level of words.” This week we 
continue Chapter 4: A Heart Open to the Whole 
World” and the subheading of Reciprocal Gifts. 
A gratuitousness open to others 

139. Even so, I do not wish to limit this presentation to a
kind of utilitarian approach. There is always the factor of
gratuitousness: the ability to do some things simply
because they are good in themselves, without concern for
personal gain or recompense. Gratuitousness makes it
possible for us to welcome the stranger, even though this
brings us no immediate tangible benefit. Some countries,
though, presume to accept only scientists or investors.
140. Life without fraternal gratuitousness becomes a form
of frenetic commerce, in which we are constantly 
weighing up what we give and what we get back in return. 
God, on the other hand, gives freely, to the point of 
helping even those who are unfaithful; he “makes his sun 
rise on the evil and on the good” (Mt 5:45). There is a 
reason why Jesus told us: “When you give alms, do not 
let your right hand know what your left hand is doing, so 
that your alms may be in secret” (Mt 6:3-4). We received 
life freely; we paid nothing for it. Consequently, all of us 
are able to give without expecting anything in return, to do 
good to others without demanding that they treat us well 
in return. As Jesus told his disciples: “Without cost you 
have received, without cost you are to give” (Mt 10:8). 
141. The true worth of the different countries of our world
is measured by their ability to think not simply as a 
country but also as part of the larger human family. This is 
seen especially in times of crisis. Narrow forms of 
nationalism are an extreme expression of an inability to 
grasp the meaning of this gratuitousness. They err in 
thinking that they can develop on their own, heedless of 
the ruin of others, that by closing their doors to others 
they will be better protected. Immigrants are seen as 
usurpers who have nothing to offer. This leads to the 
simplistic belief that the poor are dangerous and useless, 
while the powerful are generous benefactors. Only a 
social and political culture that readily and “gratuitously” 
welcomes others will have a future. 

-Pope Francis, Fratelli Tutti #139, #140, #141

Caring for God’s Creation – A Plan That Calls for Solidarity 
In his encyclical Laudato Si’ (Care for Our Common Home), 

Pope Francis calls us to 
embrace integral ecology. This 
concept states that “everything 
is closely related” and that 
“today’s problems call for a 

vision capable of taking into account every aspect of the 
global crisis.”  The Archdiocese of Washington developed a 
Laudato Si’ Action Plan with easy to advanced ways for us 
to exercise stewardship over God’s creation. The plan 
names seven markers that help to measure the 
implementation of Laudato Si’. The sixth marker is  
6. Ecological Spirituality Pope Francis reminds us that
spirituality rooted in creation is Christ centered, and this
Christological approach compels us to be in relationship
with others. This Christ-centered approach challenges us to
change our personal behaviors and to seek to change
society for the better. Guided by Catholic social teaching,
Catholics have historically engaged in collective and
individual advocacy work across a range of issues for the
common good.

Laudato Si’ has been “added to the body of the Church’s 
social teaching,” (LS 15). Catholics are called to be 
advocates for our common home, Earth. We are called to 
advocate for the people who are most directly affected by 
climate issues, namely the poor. Pope Francis wrote, “the 
gravest of all attacks on the environment are suffered by 
the poorest,” (LS 48). Thus, we are called to be prophetic 
and persistent advocates at the local, state, and national 
levels of government.  
Possible actions for individuals, families, parishes and 
schools:  
☐ Homilies on pro-life values and integration of Catholic

social and moral teaching regarding care for 
creation (easy)  
▷ Highlight Catholic teaching at appropriate times

throughout the liturgical year in a variety of 
formats: bulletin announcements, parish 
social media pages, youth ministry, 
Religious Education classes, RCIA 
preparation, Adult Formation opportunities, 
coffee and donuts after Mass (easy)  

☐ Plan, celebrate and mark the Season of Creation held
each September 1 to October 4 (easy) 

☐ Participate in the annual Archdiocesan Green Mass
(easy) 

☐ Utilize materials from USCCB on Caring for Creation
(easy) 

☐ Integrate Laudato Si’ into all facets of promoting an
integral ecology at celebrations of Respect Life 
Month/World Mission Month in October (easy)  

☐ Bring in expert speakers to lead/guide conversations at
parish or parish school sponsored events (easy) 
▷ Listen to a variety of voices including/especially

from those in marginalized communities 
(easy)  

▷ Utilize parishioners, members of Catholic
organizations, and non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs),who feature Catholic 
values, to speak on ecological issues 
(easy) 

☐ Ensure parish and school events and formation
opportunities promote the Church’s teaching on 
climate change, social, racial, environmental, and 
immigrant justice (easy)  

☐ Empower parishioners to be active and engaged in the
work of Laudato Si’ (easy) 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity – January 18-25 
We are called to a unity of love. Watch the address and 
hear the personal story of Bishop David Talley, Bishop of 
Memphis Here  Read the history of this Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity:   
https://www.weekofprayer.ca/history-week-prayer-christian-unity  

Lord Jesus, Prince of Peace, light the fire of your love in 
us so that suspicions, contempt and misunderstanding 
cease in the Church. May the walls that separate us fall. 
Lord have mercy.  
Holy Spirit, you create and re-create the Church in all 
places. Come and whisper in our hearts the prayer which 
Jesus addressed to his Father on the eve of his passion: 
“that they may all be one...so that the world may believe.” 
Lord have mercy. 
Excerpt from “Ecumenical Celebration of the Word of 
God,” United States Conference of Catholic Bishops  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

https://www.weekofprayer.ca/history-week-prayer-christian-unity
https://www.usccb.org/committees/ecumenical-interreligious-affairs/celebrating-week-prayer-christian-unity-2021
https://adw.org/living-the-faith/social-concerns/laudato-si-action-plan/
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
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Faith
for we live by faith, not by sight

2 CORINTHIANS,  5:7
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