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Krys Psurek, RCIA Coordinator, 240-864-2542 
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New Parishioners: A warm welcome to St. Raphael’s Catholic 
Church. Blue registration cards are available on the wall rack in 
the main entrance of the church or you may register online at: 
https://straphaels.org/parish-registration-form  
 

The Parish Wide Ministry Resource List can be found on our 
website on the Welcome tab or under Ministries, Social 
Responsibility, and Documents. 
 

For Life Affirming Resources:  
https://adw.org/about-us/resources/pregnant-need-help/  
Healing after abortion? Project Rachel 301-853-4565 

Please mail correspondence  to the  Parish Office 
1592 Kimblewick Road, Rockville, MD 20854 
  

Parish Phone   301-762-2143 
Parish Fax  301-762-0719 
Website  www.straphaels.org  

Weekend Masses: Saturday: 5:00 PM 
 Sunday: 7:00, 8:30, 10:00, (children), 11:30AM, 
 1:00PM (español), 6:00PM (youth) 
Weekday Masses: Monday thru Friday: 6:30 and 9:00AM 
 Saturday: 9:00 AM 
Penance : Tuesday: 7:00 - 7:30 PM and  
 Saturday: 3:45 - 4:30 PM 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: Tuesday:  6:45 PM 
 Thursday: 9:30 AM 
Benediction: Tuesday, following novena 7:45 PM  
 Thursday, 7:15PM 
Miraculous Medal Novena: Tuesday, 7:30PM 
Divine Mercy Chaplet: Tuesday, following Novena 
 Thursday, 7:00PM 

 

Sacrament of Baptism: Parish Registration and a Baptism class is 
required. Please contact  Eileen Kutchak, 240-864-2510, to register and 
plan to attend the class while awaiting the birth or adoption of your child. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony: In accord with the regulations of the 
Archdiocese of Washington, couples must contact a priest and begin 
preparation at least six months prior to the wedding. Parish registration and 
active participation for the minimum of three months is required before 
preparation may begin. Living together before marriage is sinful and harmful 
to the future marriage. Couples who are living together will be asked to live 
separately during the preparation time.  
 

What does it mean to be an active Catholic? Frequently, those seeking 
to celebrate Marriage, have children baptized, or serve as sponsors for 
Confirmation or Baptism request a letter stating they are parishioners and 
active, practicing Catholics. To receive such a letter, one must be registered 
in the parish, attend Mass regularly, and be committed to a stewardship of 
time, talent, and treasure. We encourage all parishioners to become active 
in one of the parish organizations. In a community as large as St. Raphael, 
one means of verifying participation is through the regular use of parish 
offertory envelopes. If you choose not to participate in the support of the 
parish, or are unable to contribute at this time, please at least note your 
prayerful support on your envelope and place it in the weekly offertory. We 
will then be aware of your continued participation, and you will not be noted 
as "inactive" on our parish roster.       

Abuse isn't love. Help is available 24/7 on the National Domestic 
Violence Hotline: 1-800-799-SAFE (7233) 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament,  
Thursdays at St. Raphael 
Every Thursday, immediately following the 9AM Mass, our Lord, 
under the appearance of a consecrated host is exposed on the 
altar in a beautiful monstrance. Those in attendance recite the 
rosary, some remain after the rosary for silent prayer.   
 
Committed Adorers sign up for one-hour timeslots, their pews are 
marked with wooden disks for others to know they will be with the 
Lord for one hour.  

 
Along with committed Adorers, visitors come and go throughout the day for 
personal prayer, for a few minutes or longer.  
 
A final blessing begins at 7:15PM when a priest or Deacon reposes the 
Blessed Sacrament back to the Tabernacle. 
 
Our Lord may never remain alone when exposed in the Monstrance.  You 
are cordially invited to share in this grace-filled opportunity to encounter our 
Lord in this special way, or you can come anytime to pray before the 
Tabernacle.  

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fadw.org%2Fabout-us%2Fresources%2Fpregnant-need-help%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C2c3128c55af0482a3b1008d80bfaab19%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637272518518809783&sdata=ObYEABFW
mailto:huebnerc@adw.org
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstraphaels.org%2Fparish-registration-form&data=04%7C01%7C%7C4cbe914ae7164de1d3a608d8be35ea95%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637468486063320627%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJW
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ST. RAPHAEL CATHOLIC CHURCH 
ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND July 16, 2023 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mass Schedule and Intentions for the Week 
Fifteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Monday, July 17 

6:30AM 
9:00AM 

Mike Divino, Sr. (d) 
Deanna (Dee) Bogart  

Tuesday, July 18 

6:30AM 
9:00AM 

Elsy Stromberg (d) 
Stephen & Marie Gardella (d) 

Wednesday, July 19 

6:30AM 
9:00AM 

Lisa & Tim Cupples 
Katherine Lennon 

Thursday, July 20 

6:30AM 
9:00AM 

Mary Elizabeth Blumenthal (d) 
Jim Bogart (d) 

Friday, July 21 

6:30AM 
9:00AM 

Dario & Marianne Pagcaliwagan 
Ron McCarthy (d) 

Saturday, July 22 

9:00AM 
5:00PM  

Didima Castro (d) 
Fr. Christian       Diann Gottron (d) 

Sunday, July 23 

  7:00AM 
  8:30AM 
10:00AM 
11:30AM 
  1:00PM 
  6:00PM 

Fr. Christian 
Fr. Tom 
Fr. John 
Fr. Mike 
Fr. John 
Fr. Mike 

Bulletin notices are due in writing ON THURSDAY, THE 
WEEK BEFORE THE published date. Notices may be 
emailed to: esalatto@straphaels.org . This bulletin was 
transmitted July 11. 

The priest schedule is subject to change. 

Please pray for the soul of  
 Julie Bryson, sister of Joe Timm, 

Deacon Kenneth Barrett     

 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord,  

and let perpetual light shine upon them.  
May the souls of all the faithful departed,  

through the mercy of God,  
rest in peace. Amen. 

Elizabeth Aino (d) 
Anthony Scaduto (d) 
Jim Verme (d) 
Dorothy Zeun (d) 
Members of the Parish 
Janet McGrath (d) 

Baptisms: 
Theresa Rose McHugh    July 1 

Live-streamed Masses:  
There will be daily live-streamed Masses, 
Sunday English and Spanish Masses. 
Go to website:  
www.straphaels.org and link to YouTube. 

After 18 years, Gerri Stoner is retiring.  
We are really going to miss her!  
St. Raphael School is looking for a 12-month 
employee to input and manage data systems, to 
maintain the directory and emergency alert system, 
and to oversee the school office. 
  

Candidates must be efficient with Microsoft Office 
and Google Apps, customer service oriented, and 
Mission driven. 
  

Please reach out to tdwyer@straphaels.org if 
interested. 

RCIA 
We are in the RCIA Inquiry Stage. If 
you are thinking about joining Catholic 
Church, or just looking for meaning in 
life, please join our meetings Sundays 
in  August, 9:45am-11:15am in the 

youth center. We will move from inquiry to catechism at the 
end of September 2023.  

You can join RCIA at any time! To learn more about it, 
please call Krys Psurek, 240-864-2542 and leave a 
message. He will call you back. You can also check the 
latest RCIA announcements and schedule at St. Raphael 
web site www.straphaels.org , Faith Formation, RCIA. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

mailto:tdwyer@straphaels.org
http://www.straphaels.org
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FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 

CONTACTING THE PARISH COUNCIL  
The Parish Council serves the St. Raphael community by 
advising the Pastor on matters of concern to 
parishioners. If you would like the Council to consider a 
particular issue, please feel free to send an email 
message to: parishcouncil@straphaels.org.  

THE POPE’S INTENTION FOR JULY 
For a Eucharistic life  
We pray that Catholics may place the celebration of the 
Eucharist at the heart of their lives, transforming human 
relationships in a very deep way and opening to the 
encounter with God and all their brothers and sisters.  

Usher Ministry- We need your help!  
The Usher Ministry is in urgent need of volunteers for all 
weekend Masses.  We are delighted that parishioners are 
returning and the church is filling up at Mass.  There is an 
increasing need for Ushers to serve.  We need enough 
ushers that when someone is unable to attend Mass usher 
duties and Mass are not disrupted.  Before and after Mass 
we need several Ushers in the Narthex to open the door 
for parishioners with walkers, wheelchairs, strollers, etc. 
and promote a sense of welcoming and belonging to all the 
faithful assembling for worship. We need one usher 
dedicated to each of the six sections of the church during 
Mass.  This will allow us to again pass the collection basket 
for the  offertory and ensure an Extraordinary Minister of 
Holy Communion brings the Eucharist to parishioners in 
their section who are not able to comfortably or safely 
process the communion line.  After Mass, two ushers 
safeguard  the offertory and special collections.  All ushers 
assist with  general tidying of the pews.  Ushering is 
a  Ministry of Hospitality and is a valuable service to our 
community.  It is  a great opportunity to serve with very little 
time commitment required. This is an ideal ministry for 
families to serve together.  

Can you please help us?   
Saturday 5:00 PM: Five (5)      
Sunday 7:00 AM:   Five (5)   
Sunday 8:30 AM:   Three (3)    
Sunday 10:00 AM: Five (5)  
Sunday 11:30 AM: Three (3)   
Sunday 6:00 PM:   Six (6)   
  

Please contact Terry Salsgiver at 301-437-
2018 or tsalsgiver@comcast.net.  
  

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

 Tuesdays at 6:45PM  

with Miraculous Medal Novena at 7:30 PM 

followed by Benediction. 

  

Thursdays following 9:00AM Mass   

with Benediction at 7:15PM 

LOOKING FOR NEW VOLUNTEERS 
 

Right to Life of Montgomery County will be 
having a pro-life booth at the Montgomery 
County Fair, August 11-19. 
 

If you volunteered last year and your contact 
information is the same, you will be contacted. 
New volunteers, please call Mr. Tharpa C. 
Roberts at 301-962-5611. 

Make this a Summer of Stewardship! 
We recognize that many families in our parish will be 
traveling for vacations and other reasons. During this time, 
we encourage you to consider eGiving to ensure your 
support for our parish remains consistent even when 
you're away.   By setting up eGiving through our parish’s 
online platform, Faith Direct, you can make a meaningful 
impact on the ministries you care about most, even while 
you’re away. Your recurring gifts will not only sustain our 
parish throughout the summer months, but you will help 
our staff steward God’s resources well by reducing our 
costs for envelopes and paper.  
Getting started with eGiving is easy. Here are the ways to 
sign up: 
 
• Visit faith.direct/MD34 
• Call Faith Direct Customer Service at 866-507-8757  

NATIONAL CATHOLIC CONFERENCE FOR 
 SINGLE CATHOLICS 

August 25-27, 2023 
St. John’s Resort 
Plymouth, Michigan 
Register now at  
NATIONALCATHOLICSINGLES.COM 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

mailto:parishcouncil@straphaels.org
mailto:tsalsgiver@comcast.net
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ST. RAPHAEL CATHOLIC CHURCH 
ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND July 16, 2023 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scripture Readings for the Week of July 16, 2023 
 
Sunday Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Is 55:10-11; Ps 65:10, 11, 12-13, 14; Rom 8:18-23; Mt 13:1-23 
or Mt 13:1-9 
 
Monday  
Ex 1:8-14, 22; Ps 124:1b-3, 4-6, 7-8; Mt 10:34 – 11:1 
 
Tuesday Memorial of Saint Camillus de Lellis, Priest 
Ex 2:1-15a; Ps 69:3, 14, 30-31, 33-34; Mt 11:20-24 
 
Wednesday  
Ex 3:1-6, 9-12; Ps 103:1b-2, 3-4, 6-7; Mt 11:25-27 
 
Thursday  
Ex 3:13-20; Ps 105:1 & 5, 8-9, 24-25, 26-27; Mt 11:28-30 
 
Friday Memorial of Saint Lawrence of Brindisi, 
Priest and Doctor of the Church 
Ex 11:10 – 12:14; Ps 116:12-13, 15 & 16bc, 17-18; Mt 12:1-8 
 
Saturday Feast of Saint Mary Magdalene 
Sgs 3:1-4b or 2 Cor 5:14-17; Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9; Jn 20:1-2, 11-18 
 
Sunday Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Wis 12-13, 16-19; Ps 86:5-6, 9-10, 15-16; Rom 8:26-27; Mt 
13:24-43 or Mt 13:24-30 

  
  
  
  
  

HURRY! 
If you would like to go on Father Mike’s Holy 
Land Pilgrimage in October, please register 

by Email: rtemmaus@gmail.com  
  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 

 
 
Coming: Last of the series 

St. Mary’s in Barnesville cordially invites all to join in 
their 148th Annual Chicken Dinner and Jousting 
Tournament on Saturday, July 29th from Noon to 6 PM, 
or until sold out.  Meals are $20, available as carry-outs 
or for outdoor dining.  Good food is the focal point of the 
picnic.   There is a Jousting Tournament from 1 - 4 PM, 
which is free to spectators.  There will also be a snack bar, 
baked goods, cake-wheel, crafts, country store, white 
elephant stand, live music of “Sookey Jump”. Mass will be 
offered in our shrine church at 4PM.  St. Mary’s Church is 
located at 18230 Barnesville Road.  For more information 
call 301-972-8660. Please come and enjoy an afternoon in 
the country. 

Resurrection Catholic Church, 3315 
Greencastle Road, Burtonsville, is sponsoring a 
two night spiritual mission on July 18-19. All ages are 
invited at 7PM in the church. Presenter is Laura Huval, a 
Louisiana Grammy-nominated recording artist, speaker, 
educator and retreat leader. Each night will consist of 
reflections from the saints, scripture, the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church and sung prayer. Goodwill donations are 
being accepted.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



7 

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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ST. RAPHAEL CATHOLIC CHURCH
ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND July 16, 2023

St. Michael Prayer
St. Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the 
Devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, 
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits, 
who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

St. Raphael Honor Roll
Please pray for those serving in our armed forces, those wounded in 
body and spirit, and for those families who have suffered loss.

Daniel Bertrand Del Bianco, USN (d) and family
LT Victor H. Esch, III,  USA
CPT Paul D Galvin
E-3/HN Colleen Gardella
Robert Garret, US Army MP 
Taylor Hardy, AE USN
Captain Julia Timm Intili, USAF
LTJG Jake Klosowski, USN
LT COL Todd Lennon, USAF
Captain Frank Lowery, USN 
Commander Mike McNally, USN
Charles McTavish, USA 
LCDR Zachary Poindexter, USN 
2LT Dan Quackenbush 
1LT Will Quackenbush,USA
1LT Benedict Ray, USMC
LT Paul Schauppner, USN
LT James Sheets (USN)
2nd LT Andrew Valentine USMA
LT Kenneth Yale, USAF

Changes: e-mail esalatto@straphaels.org 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 
 
 
Registration for 2023-2024 St. Raphael Religious 
Education (SRRE) is now open.  
Please find the registration link at  
https://www.straphaels.org/religious-education.  
Note that early registration will end on August 15.  
 

SRRE offers ongoing faith formation for all children and 
teens, as well as preparation for sacraments. Each year of 
faith formation is designed to deepen relationships with 
Jesus and his Church through focus on what we believe, 
why we celebrate the sacraments, how we pray, and how 
we live. We look forward to having all our SRRE children 
and teens back in September, and we are eager to 
welcome new families to our faith formation program. If 
your family was not part of SRRE last year, please contact 
Mary Beaudoin to be included in email communications.  
 

SRRE sessions will begin on September 10 and 11.  We 
plan to offer the following schedule. 
 

Sundays, 7:05-8:20 PM – grades 3-8 (and possibly grade 2) 
Mondays, 4:30-5:45 PM– grades kindergarten-grade 8 
Mondays, 7:00-8:15 PM– grades 1-12 
*Family Catechesis – sessions on six Sundays at 4:30-5:45 PM 
 

*Our Family Catechesis program helps parents grow in their 
own faith while they guide their children in core faith 
formation. Parents teach their children each week’s lesson 
at home. Then all families come together for seasonal 
sessions with hands-on activities focused on faith topics. 
Families need to commit to spending an hour each week on 
faith formation with their child at home - in order to fulfill the 
minimum of 30 hours of instruction required by the 
Archdiocese of Washington – and to attend the six 
seasonal sessions. 
 

Tuition during Early Registration: 
One child - $125 
Two children - $200 
Three or more children - $250 
 

Sacramental Fees: 
First Eucharist in Spring 2024 - $75 
Confirmation in Spring 2024 - $75 

 

Religious Education Calendar: https://www.straphaels.org/
religious-education  (Scroll down; use arrows to find 
upcoming months.) 
 

Sacrament Preparation for School Age Children 
In our parish, preparation for a sacrament is a process that 
usually encompasses about two years.  Typically, baptized 
children begin their preparation for First Penance and First 
Eucharist in the first grade and receive these sacraments at 
the end of second grade.  In general, preparation for 
Confirmation begins in seventh grade, and Confirmation is 
celebrated in the eighth grade.  Children ages seven and up 
who have not been baptized are invited to take part in RCIA 
adapted for children.  Children who are older than 1

st
 grade 

who wish to prepare for Eucharist, and children older than 
7

th
 grade who wish to prepare for Confirmation are 

incorporated into our Religious Education classes and 
sacrament preparation process.  Children in Catholic 
schools need to register with their parish Religious 
Education office so that they receive information about 
important meetings.  Please contact Mary Beaudoin in the 
Religious Education Office to discuss your child’s 
preparation for sacraments.   

Eucharistic Revival 
The National Eucharistic Revival in the United States 
moved into its second, or parish, year on the Solemnity of 
the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ. In July 2024, the 
Church in the United States will hold a National Eucharistic 
Congress. Pope Francis met with the organizers of the 
Congress on June 19 and offered these and other 
important insights.  

“It is my hope, then, that the Eucharistic Congress will 
inspire Catholics throughout the country to discover anew 
the sense of wonder and awe at the Lord’s great gift of 
himself and to spend time with him in the celebration of 
the Holy Mass and in personal prayer and adoration 
before the Blessed Sacrament…. I likewise trust that the 
Congress will be an occasion for the faithful to commit 
themselves with ever greater zeal to being missionary 
disciples of the Lord Jesus in the world… This is the 
sense of a missionary spirit. You go to the celebration of 
Mass, receive communion, adore the Lord and then what 
do you do after? You go out and evangelize. Jesus asks 
this of us. The Eucharist, then, impels us to a strong and 
committed love of neighbor. For we cannot truly 
understand or live the meaning of the Eucharist if our 
hearts are closed to our brothers and sisters, especially 
those who are poor, suffering, weary or who may have 
gone astray in life”  

(Pope Francis, Greeting to the Organizing Committee of 
the National Eucharistic Congress in the United States of 
America).  

 
The Seed and the Prodigious Sower 

We would probably suggest that 
the sower in today’s Gospel take 
a course in agriculture. Who 
would foolishly waste seeds by 
scattering them far and wide? 
But, of course, that is what God 
does. A few years ago I potted a 
tomato plant on our retaining 
wall; the plant produced a few 
tomatoes, most of which the 
rabbits and squirrels ate. One of 
the seeds from one of those 
tomatoes fell into a crack in the 
wall. And, lo and behold, this 

spring a tomato plant took root in that little space. 
 
God invites us to be prodigious sowers of the Good News.  
We don’t know when and where the seed will take root. In 
the ministry of catechesis we tend and sow, pray and show 
up, trusting always in the Holy Spirit. You are invited to 
become involved in this ministry as a catechist, co-
catechist, or class aide. To learn more about becoming part 
of our catechetical team, please contact Mary Beaudoin. 
 

Needed:  
Sunday night catechist and class aides (7:05-8:20 PM)  

Monday afternoon catechists and class aides (4:30-5:45 PM) 

Monday night co-catechists and class aides (7:00-8:15 PM) 

Religious Education 
Mary Beaudoin, 202-294-7697 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001ZFcXjpwCK-J2l-cdFXkB-xz7ReAdRzN_T37ElwjIDcbTifK1vLhpHFPD3j58Nc5dAFt0sIr56cuiDKCi1sHukBGm_DAqf8vaTrRAU002w-2JktwEv0ByzVdvS-Mhbo-GHZEupBctj4G-o-q_x0749lI3gd
https://www.straphaels.org/religious-education
https://www.straphaels.org/religious-education-registration
https://www.straphaels.org/religious-education-registration
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001ZFcXjpwCK-J2l-cdFXkB-xz7ReAdRzN_T37ElwjIDcbTifK1vLhpHCw5Y4lB83kQQUhth3JRiHTnZn5zdoeXqHkwUPsIjy7MAVJLbeiBMVode3Y7JnzrgfGs9kg6ZilYA0AEj9lA_AGliqPmZ2_0quoreU
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001ZFcXjpwCK-J2l-cdFXkB-xz7ReAdRzN_T37ElwjIDcbTifK1vLhpHCw5Y4lB83kQQUhth3JRiHTnZn5zdoeXqHkwUPsIjy7MAVJLbeiBMVode3Y7JnzrgfGs9kg6ZilYA0AEj9lA_AGliqPmZ2_0quoreU
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001ZFcXjpwCK-J2l-cdFXkB-xz7ReAdRzN_T37ElwjIDcbTifK1vLhpHCw5Y4lB83kQQUhth3JRiHTnZn5zdoeXqHkwUPsIjy7MAVJLbeiBMVode3Y7JnzrgfGs9kg6ZilYA0AEj9lA_AGliqPmZ2_0quoreU
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  Seeds of Faith 
Today we celebrate the 15

th
 Sunday in Ordinary Time. 

Remember to make time to reflect on the Scripture readings 
with your family:  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/071623.cfm   

Key Passage: Jesus said, “Other seeds fell among thorns, 
and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell 
on good soil and  brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, 
some sixty, some thirty.” (Matthew 13:7–8) 

. . . and then have a family sharing time on the questions 
below: 

▶ Adults: How do you provide “good soil” for the faith of 
others to grow? 

▶ Kids: What are you doing to help the seeds of your faith 
grow each day?  

 
A Prayer for Refugees and Victims of War 

 

Lord God, 
No one is a stranger to you 
And no one is ever far from your loving care. 
In your kindness, watch over refugees and victims 
of war, 
Those separated from their loved ones,  
Young people who are lost, 
And those who have left home or who have run 
away from home. 
Bring them back safely to the place where they long 
to be, 
And help us always to show your kindness 
to strangers and to all in need. 
- Author Unknown 

 
Marriage Moments 

“Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened, and I will 
give you rest.” (Mt. 11:28) Perhaps this summer has been 
carefree and joyous, OR perhaps you are hot and tired. If 
the latter, remind each other to rest a bit.  

 
Parenting Pointers 

Being born or giving birth is an amazing miracle. If your 
child is old enough, share memories of your own birth or 
your child’s birth. Rejoice and maybe cool off with some 
water this week.  
 

Living Laudato Si' - Eco-Tips 
Planet Earth supports our lives. We must take care of it. In 
Pope Francis’ encyclical, LAUDATO SI’, he calls not only on 
Catholics, but all humanity to care more vigorously for 
creation.  
CLOTHING 
EASY: Donate quality clothing to Goodwill and beyond. For 
ideas, click here.(https://imperfectidealist.com/where-to-
donate-clothes-besides-goodwill/)  
CHALLENGING: Reduce your own purchase of clothing by 
mending the clothes you have or swapping clothes with 
friends.  
 
 *Marriage Moments, Parenting Pointers, and Eco-Tips by 
Susan Vogt, www.SusanVogt.net  
 

Christus Vivit 

To Young People and to the Entire People of God 

Christus vivit (Christ is alive) is a post-
synodal apostolic exhortation of Pope 
Francis, written in response to the Fifteenth 
Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of 
Bishops, on young people, faith, and 
vocational discernment. That synod was 
held in October 2018. This week we 

continue Chapter Five: Paths of Youth.  

In friendship with Christ - continued 
154. Friendship with Jesus cannot be broken. He 
never leaves us, even though at times it appears 
that he keeps silent. When we need him, he makes 
himself known to us (cf. Jer 29:14); he remains at 
our side wherever we go (cf. Jos 1:9). He never 
breaks his covenant. He simply asks that we not 
abandon him: “Abide in me” (Jn 15:4). But even if 
we stray from him, “he remains faithful, for he 
cannot deny himself” (2 Tim 2:13). 
155. With a friend, we can speak and share our 
deepest secrets. With Jesus too, we can always 
have a conversation. Prayer is both a challenge 
and an adventure. And what an adventure it is! 
Gradually Jesus makes us appreciate his grandeur 
and draw nearer to him. Prayer enables us to share 
with him every aspect of our lives and to rest 
confidently in his embrace. At the same time, it 
gives us a share in his own life and love. When we 
pray, “we open everything we do” to him, and we 
give him room “so that he can act, enter and claim 
victory.” 
156. In this way, we can experience a constant 
closeness to him, greater than anything we can 
experience with another person: “It is no longer I 
who live, but it is Christ who lives in me” (Gal 2:20). 
Do not deprive your youth of this friendship. You 
will be able to feel him at your side not only when 
you pray, but at every moment. Try to look for him, 
and you will have the beautiful experience of seeing 
that he is always at your side. That is what the 
disciples of Emmaus experienced when, as they 
walked along dejectedly, Jesus “drew near and 
walked with them” (Lk 24:15). In the words of a 
saint, “Christianity is not a collection of truths to be 
believed, rules to be followed, or prohibitions. Seen 
that way, it puts us off. Christianity is a person who 
loved me immensely, who demands and claims my 
love. Christianity is Christ.” 
157. Jesus can bring all the young people of the 
Church together in a single dream, “a great dream, 
a dream with a place for everyone. The dream for 
which Jesus gave his life on the cross, for which the 
Holy Spirit was poured out on the day of Pentecost 
and brought fire to the heart of every man and 
woman, to your heart and mine. To your heart too, 
he brought that fire, in the hope of finding room for 
it to grow and flourish. A dream whose name is 
Jesus, planted by the Father in the confidence that 
it would grow and live in every heart. A concrete 
dream who is a person, running through our veins, 
thrilling our hearts and making them dance.” 
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