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1513 Dunster Road Rockville, Maryland 20854 October 15, 2023

Rev. Michael Salah, Pastor, ext. 112
Rev. Christian Huebner, Parochial Vicar, 301-762-2143, ext. 150
Email: huebnerc@adw.org
Rev. Thomas Morrow, Retired, ext. 128
Deacon Jose Carbonell, ext. 187
Deacon Richard Meyer, 202-365-0913
Deacon Jim O’Brien, obrien3@verizon.net
Deacon Frank Salatto, ext. 149
Mary J. Beaudoin, Dir. Of Religious Education, ext. 124
Teri Dwyer, Principal, ext. 121
Julie Cress, School Admissions, ext. 158 or jcress@straphaels. org
Luisa Duarte, Spanish Coordinator, 240-864-2565
Eileen Kutchak, Dir. of Parish Programming,  ext. 110
Pietro Lojacono, Assistant for Religious Education, ext. 123
Annalee McHugh, Youth Minister, 240-864-2519
Vince Natali, Dir. Of Music Ministries, 240-864-2532
Krys Psurek, RCIA Coordinator, 240-864-2542
Elaine Salatto, Publications, Welcoming, 240-864-2513
New Parishioners: A warm welcome to St. Raphael’s Catholic 
Church. Blue registration cards are available on the wall rack in 
the main entrance of the church or you may register online at: 
https://straphaels.org/parish-registration-form
The Parish Ministry List can be found on our website,
St. Vincent de Paul/St. Raphael Conference 
Intake Number: 240-447-7027
For Life Affirming Resources: 
https://adw.org/about-us/resources/pregnant-need-help/
Healing after abortion? Project Rachel 301-853-4565
Abuse isn't love. Help is available 24/7 on the National Domestic
Violence Hotline: 1-800-799-SAFE (7233)

Please mail correspondence to the Parish Office
1592 Kimblewick Road, Rockville, MD 20854
Parish Phone 301-762-2143
Parish Fax 301-762-0719
Website www.straphaels.org 

Weekend Masses: Saturday: 5:00 PM
Sunday: 7:00, 8:30, 10:00, (children), 11:30AM,

1:00PM (español), 6:00PM (youth)
Weekday Masses: Monday thru Friday: 6:30 and 9:00AM

Saturday: 9:00 AM
Penance : Tuesday: 7:00 - 7:30 PM and 

Saturday: 3:45 - 4:30 PM
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: Tuesday:  6:45 PM

Thursday: 9:30 AM
Benediction: Tuesday, following novena 7:45 PM 

Thursday, 7:15PM
Miraculous Medal Novena: Tuesday, 7:30PM
Divine Mercy Chaplet: Tuesday, following Novena

Thursday, 7:00PM

Sacrament of Baptism: Parish Registration and a Baptism class is 
required. Please contact  Eileen Kutchak, 240-864-2510, to register and 
plan to attend the class while awaiting the birth or adoption of your child.

Sacrament of Matrimony: In accord with the regulations of the 
Archdiocese of Washington, couples must contact a priest and begin 
preparation at least six months prior to the wedding. Parish registration and 
active participation for the minimum of three months is required before 
preparation may begin. Living together before marriage is sinful and harmful 
to the future marriage. Couples who are living together will be asked to live 
separately during the preparation time. 

What does it mean to be an active Catholic?Frequently, those seeking 
to celebrate Marriage, have children baptized, or serve as sponsors for 
Confirmation or Baptism request a letter stating they are parishioners and 
active, practicing Catholics. To receive such a letter, one must be registered 
in the parish, attend Mass regularly, and be committed to a stewardship of 
time, talent, and treasure. We encourage all parishioners to become active 
in one of the parish organizations. In a community as large as St. Raphael, 
one means of verifying participation is through the regular use of parish 
offertory envelopes. If you choose not to participate in the support of the 
parish, or are unable to contribute at this time, please at least note your 
prayerful support on your envelope and place it in the weekly offertory. We 
will then be aware of your continued participation, and you will not be noted 
as "inactive" on our parish roster.      

Gathering after Family Holy Hour on October 6

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fadw.org%2Fabout-us%2Fresources%2Fpregnant-need-help%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C2c3128c55af0482a3b1008d80bfaab19%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637272518518809783&sdata=ObYEABFW
mailto:huebnerc@adw.org
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstraphaels.org%2Fparish-registration-form&data=04%7C01%7C%7C4cbe914ae7164de1d3a608d8be35ea95%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637468486063320627%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJW


2 

ST. RAPHAEL CATHOLIC CHURCH 
ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND October 15, 2023 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Mass Schedule and Intentions for the Week 
Twenty-Eighth Week in Ordinary Time 

Monday, October 16 

6:30AM 
9:00AM 

Nelly Hernandez de Molina 
Vincente Herrera (d) 

Tuesday, October 17 

6:30AM 
9:00AM 

Mary Ellen Bohen (d) 
Christy Fellows Hadwen (d) 

Wednesday, October 18 

6:30AM 
9:00AM 

James Ronan (d) 
V.C. Jose (d) 

Thursday, October 19 

6:30AM 
9:00AM 

Meredith & John Liddy 
Amy Burgaleta 

Friday, October 20 

6:30AM 
9:00AM 

Mary Timm (d) 
Jack McGowan (d) 

Saturday, October 21 

9:00AM 
5:00PM  

Lawrence Leong (d) 
Fr. Tom                         Dolores Willis (d) 

Sunday, October 22 

  7:00AM 
  8:30AM 
10:00AM 
11:30AM 
  1:00PM 
  6:00PM 

Fr. Tom 
Fr. Mike 
Fr. Mike 
Fr. Tom 
Fr. Christian 
Fr. Christian 

Bulletin notices are due in writing ON THURSDAY, THE 
WEEK BEFORE THE published date. Notices may be 
emailed to: esalatto@straphaels.org . This bulletin was 
transmitted October 10. 

The priest schedule is subject to change. 

Please pray for the soul of  
 Jayme Marooney (d) 

Mary Ellen Francis, mother of Tim Regan 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord,  
and let perpetual light shine upon them.  

May the souls of all the faithful 
departed,  

through the mercy of God,  
rest in peace. Amen. 

Andrew Trembuch (d) 
Members of the Parish 
Lawrence Leong (d) 
Greg Mallet-Provost (d) 
Lidia Laboy (d) 
Marie Spaulding (d) 

Live-streamed Masses:  
There will be daily live-streamed Masses, 
Sunday English and Spanish Masses. 
Go to website: www.straphaels.org and click the link 
to YouTube Channel. 

The second collection on October 22 is for 
World Mission Sunday. Thank you for your 
generosity. 

Lunch/Recess Help Needed 
We are looking for friendly and energetic people to work 
Mondays and Fridays from 11:30AM-1:30PM  supervising 
our students during their lunch and recess periods. If you 
are interested, please contact Danielle Laws at 
dlaws@straphaels.org. All qualified applicants should be 
comfortable communicating with students and staff, and 
meet the necessary ADW requirements. 

Adult Faith Formation –  
Monday Nights at 7:00PM 

Do you need a refresher on the Faith? Are you 
interested in deepening your understanding of 
the teaching of the Church? Please join us on 
Mondays at 7:00 PM in the All Purpose Room for 
conversations about Catechism, Faith, and our 
path to Salvation. Our first meeting is on October 
2

nd
 and you can join our meetings at any time. 

For more information, contact Mary Beaudoin at 
202-294-7697. 

The Little Sisters of the Poor will be visiting our 
Parish this weekend to request our assistance with 
their Mission in caring for the Elderly Poor. The 
Sisters will be at the doors of the Church after each 
Mass to accept voluntary gifts of support. Thank you 
for your kindness & generosity to them. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

mailto:dlaws@straphaels.org
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TWENTY-EIGHTH WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME

ROSARY – Please join the Knights 
of Columbus to pray the Rosary 
during the last hour of Eucharistic 
Adoration each Thursday evening in 
October, starting at 6:35 PM in the 
church. All are welcome. October is 
the Month of The Rosary.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Youth Ministry
Annie McHugh, 240-864-2519

CONTACTING THE PARISH COUNCIL
The Parish Council serves the St. Raphael community by 
advising the Pastor on matters of concern to parishioners. 
If you would like the Council to consider a particular issue, 
please feel free to send an email message to: 
parishcouncil@straphaels.or .

If you are approached by someone in church or 
parking lot in need of help, please hand them a bulletin 
with below information. The SVdP intake number is 
also on bulletin front cover. 

The Rite of Christian Initiation, RCIA
If you are thinking 
about joining 
Catholic Church, 
or just looking for 
meaning in life, 
RCIA is a great 
place to start! We 
are meeting every 
Sunday 9:45-

11:15AM. You can start participating in RCIA at any 
time!

To learn more about RCIA, please call Krys Psurek, 
240-864-2542 and leave a message or email 
rcia straphaels.or . You can also check the latest 
RCIA announcements and schedule at St. Raphael 
web site www.straphaels.or > Faith Formation > 
RCIA.

FAITH DIRECT
Why not make a change this fall in the way you 
support St. Raphael Catholic Church? 

This season, rich in the symbolism of harvest and sowing, 
offers a beautiful reminder: your acts of generosity 
reverberate, touching countless lives. Sign up with 
eGiving through Faith Direct, which is the most convenient 
and secure way for you to make your weekly offering 
to St. Raphael Catholic Church. Making either one-time 
or automatic contributions through Faith Direct will also 
save valuable time for both you and our parish staff. 

To enroll, please visit faith.direct/MD34 or call Faith 
Direct Customer Service at 866-507-8757.

Peace and Blessings to your family!

Father Mike Salah
Pastor

H h School Youth      

Truly Risen – October 15th
All high school teens are invited to youth group as we 
examine the historical claims of Jesus’ resurrection. What 
evidence is there to believe in this pivotal teaching of our 
Catholic faith? Come on Oct. 15th from 7-9pm in the youth 
center to find out!

For more information on programs, or to be added to a 
youth ministry listserve, please contact Mike McHugh 
at mmchu h@straphaels.or

THE POPE’S INTENTION FOR OCTOBER
For the Synod 
We pray for the Church, that she may adopt listening and 
dialogue as a lifestyle at every level, and allow herself to 
be guided by the Holy Spirit towards the peripheries of the 
world.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

mailto:parishcouncil@straphaels.org
mailto:rcia@straphaels.org
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.straphaels.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cesalatto%40straphaels.org%7C758dd44d545d46c912a308dbc554bd25%7Cc00e6064806440148a05b84ad4c74c79%7C0%7C0%7C638320740156308846%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d
mailto:mmchugh@straphaels.org
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ValLimar Concert at St. Rose on Friday, 
November 3rd at 7PM in the church

Join us for a concert featuring 
ValLimar Jansen and her lively, 
gospel-inspired music. It will be 
followed by a meet-and-greet 
reception in the Woodlands Room 
at 8:30PM.
ValLimar is a highly regarded 
singer, composer, and recording 
artist, who is blessed with an 
extraordinary voice that has moved 
audiences around the world. A well-
loved work-shop presenter, cantor, 

principal vocalist, and emcee at national and 
international events, ValLimar’s goal is to inspire a 
renewed, passionate love of our faith through scripture, 
song, story, and movement.
Tickets are on a "Pay What You Can" basis. Go to:  
https://tinyurl.com/SRL-ValLimar-concert

For any questions, please contact the Director of 
Music at St. Rose, Remi Bauer at rbauer@strose.com

Scripture Readings For the Week of October 15, 2023

Sunday Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Is 25:6-10a; Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5- 6; Phil 4:12-14, 19-20; Mt 22:1-
14 or Mt 22:1-10

Monday Memorial of St. Hedwig, Religious, Saint 
Margaret Mary Alacoque, Virgin
Rom 1:1-7; Ps 98:1bcde, 2-3ab, 3cd-4; Lk 11:29-32

Tuesday Memorial of Saint Ignatius of Antioch, Bish-
op and Martyr
Rom 1:16-25; Ps 19:2-3, 4-5; Lk 11:37-41

Wednesday Feast of Saint Luke, Evangelist
2 Tm 4:10-17b; Ps 145:10-11, 12-13, 17-18; Lk 10:1-9

Thursday Memorial of Saints John de Brébeuf & Isaac 
Jogues, Priests, and Companions, Martyrs
Rom 3:21-30; Ps 130:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6ab; Lk 11:47-54

Friday Memorial of St. Paul of the Cross, Priest
Rom 4:1-8; Ps 32:1b-2, 5,11; Lk 12:1-7

Saturday
Rom 4:13, 16-18; Ps 105:6-7, 8-9, 42-43; Lk 12:8-12

Sunday Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Is 45:1, 4-6; Ps 96:1, 3, 4-5, 7-8, 9-10; 1 Thes 1:1-5b; Mt 22:15-21

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2FSRL-ValLimar-concert&data=05%7C01%7Cesalatto%40straphaels.org%7Cae71f17c16af4ec1bae408dbc5a2c542%7Cc00e6064806440148a05b84ad4c74c79%7C0%7C0%7C638321075113583986%7CUnknown
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View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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National  Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month
“The Church is Mother, the Church is woman. And 
since mothers bestow life, and women “keep” the 
world, let us all make greater efforts to promote 
mothers and to protect women. How much 
violence is directed against women! Enough!, said 
Pope Francis, January 1, 2022 at St. Peter’s 
Basilica in the Vatican. “to hurt a woman is to 
insult God, who from a woman took on our 
humanity.” For women suffering abuse at home, 
help is available. Contact thr National Domestic 
Violence Hotline, 1(800)787-3224 (TTY); https://
www.thehotline.org/ to find assistance.

Domestic Violence Outreach 
Committee
Please consider joining this important outreach for 
St. Raphael Parishioners. The time commitment is 
in your control. Your principal responsibility would 
be to become informed about the problem of 
domestic violence and available local resources 
for victims; help with display of materials in the 
church pamphlet rack and participate in  
scheduled ministry fair organized by the parish. If 
you are interested in helping, please contact Elinor 
Metz at 240-731-0657.

Prayer Vigil to Witness to the Sanctity of Human Life 
and End Abortion
Now that Roe v. Wade has been overturned, your prayers are 
needed more than ever. Montgomery County officials are actively 
promoting and supporting abortions. Women (and former abortionists) 
report that prayers and the presence of peaceful, pro-life 
witnesses at abortion clinics dissuaded them from having an 
abortion. 

The Fall 2023, 40 Days Bethesda, 40 days for Life campaign began 
on  Wednesday, September 27, 2023 and run through Sunday, 
November 5, 2023. St. Raphael’s is supporting the campaign by 
prayin a rosa on the public sidewalk in front of the CARE Abortion 
Clinic at the Wildwood Medical Center, 10401 Old Georgetown Road, in 
Bethesda, each Saturday from 10AM–4PM. The first Saturday of each 
month year-round is also the Witness for Life prayer vigil for all 40 Days 
for Life participants at the same location and time. For more information, 
see https://www.40daysforlife.com/en/bethesda.

For security reasons, please do not go alone, but always bring a friend 
with you. Please meet in the vestibule after the 9AM Mass on 
Saturdays, if you have questions or need help with directions. What 
could be more important than protecting the lives of innocent babies 
and their mothers from the devasting effects of abortion? If you won’t 
protect them, who will?

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

https://www.40daysforlife.com/en/bethesda
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Stay and Pray – Monday Nights at 7:00 PM 
Do you need a refresher on the Faith? Are 
you interested in deepening your 
understanding of the teaching of the 
Church? Please join us on Mondays at 7:00 
PM in the All Purpose Room for 
conversations about Catechism, Faith, and 

our path to Salvation. Refreshments will be served. 
For more information, please contact Mary Beaudoin. 

 

 
Religious Education Classes  

St. Raphael Religious Education (SRRE) offers ongoing 
faith formation for all children and teens, as well as 
preparation for sacraments. Each year of faith formation is 
designed to deepen relationships with Jesus and his 
Church through focus on what we believe, why we 
celebrate the sacraments, how we pray, and how we live. 
SRRE weekly classes began on September 17 and our 
Family Catechesis program is underway. Parents can still 
register their children and teens for SRRE and sacrament 
preparation and complete missed lessons at home.  
Find the registration link at https://www.straphaels.org/
religious-education.  
Our Family Catechesis program helps parents grow in their 
own faith while they guide their children in core faith 
formation. Parents teach their children each week’s lesson 
at home. Then all families come together for seasonal 
sessions with hands-on activities focused on faith topics. 
Families need to commit to spending an hour each week on 
faith formation with their child at home and to attend the six 
seasonal sessions. 
Find the Religious Education Calendar at https://
www.straphaels.org/religious-education  (Scroll down; use 
arrows to find upcoming months.) 
Contact Mary Beaudoin for information on faith formation 
and sacrament preparation. 
 

Catechist and Class Aides Needed! 
We are very grateful to all who have come forward to serve 
as catechists, class aides, and substitutes for Religious 
Education weekly classes and Family Catechesis sessions. 
We still have a couple of openings for those who would like 
to become involved in this ministry. To learn more about 
becoming part of our catechetical team, please contact 
Mary Beaudoin. 

Monday afternoon (4:30-5:45 PM) 
Class Aides for Grades 1 and 2 

Monday night (7:00-8:15 PM) 
Catechist for Grade 2 

                               

The SRRE Office coordinates sacrament preparation for 
all children ages 7-18.  This includes Baptism, 
Confirmation, Reconciliation, and Eucharist.  Please contact 
Mary Beaudoin for information.  
 

First Penance and First Eucharist 2024 Online Meeting 
A meeting for all parents of children preparing for First 
Communion in spring 2024 will be held on Wednesday, 
October 18. The meeting will be online with a follow up in-
person meeting to pick up preparation workbooks. A link will 
be emailed to all parents of children who are registered. 
The same online meeting will be offered on Tuesday, 
October 24, for those who could not attend the previous 
week. 

  Confirmation Year I and Year II Meeting Notes 
For those families who missed the Confirmation Year I or 

Confirmation Year II meetings during the first two 
weeks of October, the Powerpoint presentations 
are now available.  Please contact the SRRE 
office to receive a link to the presentations. 
The Confirmation Retreat (Year II) will be held at 
St. Raphael on Saturday, November 4.  
High school Confirmation candidates must attend 

one of the high school retreats, The high school fall retreat 
will be on November 17-19. 
 

Respect Life Month and Catholic Teaching 
Every October, the U.S. Catholic Church 
commemorates Respect Life Month, a time we 
are called to consider more deeply why every 
human life is valuable and reflect on how to build 
a culture that protects life.  
Capital punishment is a critical life issue. 
Executions devalue God’s gift of life and 
perpetuate a throwaway culture. That's why it's 

important that our pro-life education, advocacy, and prayer 
this month includes abolition of  the death penalty. Learn 
more and get involved at Catholic Mobilizing Network. 
Five years ago, the Vatican announced that it had formally 
changed the official Catechism of the Catholic Church on 
the death penalty, calling capital punishment “an attack on 
the inviolability and dignity of the person” and deeming it 
“inadmissible” in all cases. 

 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word Has Resumed! 

Children's Liturgy of the Word (CLW) has returned at the 
10:00 AM Mass and 1:00 PM. (Spanish) Masses. We ask 
parents to encourage their children, ages 4-10, to 
participate in CLW each Sunday. Parents can come and 
see too. 
CLW is a celebration of the Liturgy of the Word in language 
that children can readily understand. During the Liturgy of 
the Word, adult leaders take children to a separate space 
where they share the Sunday readings and an interactive 
homily. They pray the Creed and intercessions, then they 
return to church at the Preparation of Gifts for the rest of 
Mass. 

Eucharistic Adoration for All! 
The National Eucharistic Revival in the United 
States is now in its second, or parish, year. 
When Pope Francis met with the organizers of 
the National Eucharistic Congress in June, he 
said:  

It is my hope, then, that the Eucharistic Congress 
will inspire Catholics throughout the country to 
discover anew the sense of wonder and awe at the 
Lord’s great gift of himself and to spend time with 
him in the celebration of the Holy Mass and in 
personal prayer and adoration before the Blessed 
Sacrament. 

TeachingCatholicKids.com offers ideas on how to “do” 
Eucharistic Adoration with kids. Here is an excerpt:  

If you’re intimidated by the idea of bringing younger 
children (or even teens) into a quiet Eucharistic 
adoration chapel…or even to pray before the 
tabernacle…then take heart: Many parents are 
already taking their children along to Eucharistic 
adoration, with good results. 

Read the entire article here:  
https://www.teachingcatholickids.com/eucharistic-
adoration/  
Children and teens enjoy “making a visit” to the Blessed 
Sacrament. It can be a welcome refuge of silence and a 
nudge to contemplative prayer. 

 

Religious Education 
Mary Beaudoin, 202-294-7697 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

https://www.teachingcatholickids.com/eucharistic-adoration/
https://www.straphaels.org/religious-education
https://www.straphaels.org/religious-education
https://www.straphaels.org/religious-education-registration
https://www.straphaels.org/religious-education-registration
https://catholicsmobilizing.org/
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001ZFcXjpwCK-J2l-cdFXkB-xz7ReAdRzN_T37ElwjIDcbTifK1vLhpHFPD3j58Nc5dAFt0sIr56cuiDKCi1sHukBGm_DAqf8vaTrRAU002w-2JktwEv0ByzVdvS-Mhbo-GHZEupBctj4G-o-q_x0749lI3gd
https://www.teachingcatholickids.com/eucharistic-adoration/
https://www.teachingcatholickids.com/eucharistic-adoration/
https://www.teachingcatholickids.com/eucharistic-adoration/
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Living Our Faith 
Today we celebrate the Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary 
Time. Remember to make time to reflect on the Scripture 
readings with your family: https://bible.usccb.org/bible/
readings/101523.cfm   
Key Passage: Jesus said, “Many are invited, but few are 
chosen.” (Matthew 22:14) 
. . . and then have a family sharing time on the questions 
below: 

▶ Adults: How do you translate your faith into the 
work of the Reign of God?  

▶ Kids: What three things can you do this week to 
show that you are a follower of Jesus? 

 

 
A Prayer in Time of War 

Lord God, 
 
Remember Christ, your Son, who is peace itself, 
and who has washed away our hatred with his 
blood. 
Because you love all men and women, 
look with mercy on all who are engaged in battle. 
Banish the violence and evil within all combatants 
so that one day, we may all deserve to be 
called your sons and your daughters. 
Grant this through Christ our Lord. 
- Author Unknown 

 
Marriage Moments 

“I know how to live in humble circumstances; I know also 
how to live with abundance.” (Philippians 4:12) Remember 
a time in your marriage that you had little stuff. 
Remember a time when you had plenty. Consider how 
either circumstance call us to God and faith.  
 

Parenting Pointers 
“On this mountain the Lord will provide a feast of rich 
food…” (Isaiah 25: 6) Has your family ever hiked a 
mountain? Maybe a hill?  Either way you need energy. 
What is your child’s favorite energy food? Fix it tonight and 
talk about climbing over obstacles, hills, even stairs. 
 
Living Laudato Si' - Eco-Tips 
Planet Earth supports our lives. We must take care of it. In 
Pope Francis’ encyclical, LAUDATO SI’, he calls not only on 
Catholics, but all humanity to care more vigorously for 
creation.  
FINANCIAL 
EASY: When shopping, look for items made as close to 
home as possible to help reduce the carbon footprint of 
global shipping. Not only will you save money but also help 
preserve natural resources. 
CHALLENGING: Also look for items that have a reputation 
for being sustainably made (compostable phone cases, 
sunglasses made from recycled ocean plastics, etc.). 
 
 *Marriage Moments, Parenting Pointers, and Eco-Tips by 
Susan Vogt, www.SusanVogt.net 
    
 

 

Christus Vivit 

To Young People and to the Entire People of God 
Christus vivit (Christ is alive) is a post-synodal apostolic 
exhortation of Pope Francis, written in response to the 
Fifteenth Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of 
Bishops, on young people, faith, and vocational 
discernment. That synod was held in October 2018. This 
week we continue Chapter Seven: Youth Ministry.  

Main courses of action 
209. I wish simply to emphasize that youth ministry 
involves two main courses of action. One is 
outreach, the way we attract new young people to 
an experience of the Lord. The other is growth, the 
way we help those who have already had that 
experience to mature in it. 
210. As for outreach, I trust that young people 
themselves know how best to find appealing ways 
to come together. They know how to organize 
events, sports competitions and ways to evangelize 
using social media, through text messages, songs, 
videos and other ways. They only have to be 
encouraged and given the freedom to be enthused 
about evangelizing other young people wherever 
they are to be found. When the message is first 
brought up, whether at a youth retreat, in a 
conversation at a bar, on school holidays, or in any 
of God’s mysterious ways, it can awaken a deep 
experience of faith. What is most important, though, 
is that each young person can be daring enough to 
sow the seed of the message on that fertile terrain 
that is the heart of another young person. 
211. In this outreach, we need to use above all the 
language of closeness, the language of generous, 
relational and existential love that touches the 
heart, impacts life, and awakens hope and desires. 
Young people need to be approached with the 
grammar of love, not by being preached at. The 
language that young people understand is spoken 
by those who radiate life, by those who are there for 
them and with them. And those who, for all their 
limitations and weaknesses, try to live their faith 
with integrity. We also have to give greater thought 
to ways of incarnating the kerygma in the language 
of today’s youth. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Harvesting Peace – November 15 
The eighth annual Potomac Area Interfaith Communities 

(PAIC) Thanksgiving Service will be 
held on Wednesday, November 15, 
at 7:30 PM at St. James Episcopal 
Church, 11815 Seven Locks Road. 
This year's theme is Harvesting 
Peace. All are welcome to attend in 
person or by live stream.  
This year's service project focuses 
on Pumpkin Pie Baskets for 
refugees and immigrants, in 
conjunction with Solutions in 

Hometown Connections.  
Again this year, young people can participate in the 
interfaith youth choir. Rehearsal will be one hour before the 
worship service. 
For more information, contact Mary Beaudoin. 
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