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Krys Psurek, RCIA Coordinator, 240-864-2542 
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New Parishioners: A warm welcome to St. Raphael’s Catholic 
Church. Blue registration cards are available on the wall rack in 
the main entrance of the church or you may register online at: 
https://straphaels.org/parish-registration-form  
 

The Parish Ministry List can be found on our website, 
 

St. Vincent de Paul/St. Raphael Conference  
Intake Number: 240-447-7027 
 

For Life Affirming Resources:  
https://adw.org/about-us/resources/pregnant-need-help/  
Healing after abortion? Project Rachel 301-853-4565 
 

Abuse isn't love. Help is available 24/7 on the National Domestic 
Violence Hotline: 1-800-799-SAFE (7233) 

Please mail correspondence  to the  Parish Office 
1592 Kimblewick Road, Rockville, MD 20854 
  

Parish Phone   301-762-2143 
Parish Fax  301-762-0719 
Website  www.straphaels.org  

Weekend Masses: Saturday: 5:00 PM 
 Sunday: 7:00, 8:30, 10:00, (children), 11:30AM, 
 1:00PM (español), 6:00PM (youth) 
Weekday Masses: Monday thru Friday: 6:30 and 9:00AM 
 Saturday: 9:00 AM 
Penance : Tuesday: 6:30 - 7:30 PM and  
 Saturday: 3:45 - 4:30 PM 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: Tuesday:  6:45 PM 
 Thursday: 9:30 AM 
Benediction: Tuesday, following novena 7:45 PM  
 Thursday, 7:15PM 
Miraculous Medal Novena: Tuesday, 7:30PM 
Divine Mercy Chaplet: Tuesday, following Novena 
 Thursday, 7:00PM 

 

Sacrament of Baptism: Parish Registration and a Baptism class is 
required. Please contact  Eileen Kutchak, 240-864-2510, to register and 
plan to attend the class while awaiting the birth or adoption of your child. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony: In accord with the regulations of the 
Archdiocese of Washington, couples must contact a priest and begin 
preparation at least six months prior to the wedding. Parish registration and 
active participation for the minimum of three months is required before 
preparation may begin. Living together before marriage is sinful and harmful 
to the future marriage. Couples who are living together will be asked to live 
separately during the preparation time.  
 

What does it mean to be an active Catholic? Frequently, those seeking 
to celebrate Marriage, have children baptized, or serve as sponsors for 
Confirmation or Baptism request a letter stating they are parishioners and 
active, practicing Catholics. To receive such a letter, one must be registered 
in the parish, attend Mass regularly, and be committed to a stewardship of 
time, talent, and treasure. We encourage all parishioners to become active 
in one of the parish organizations. In a community as large as St. Raphael, 
one means of verifying participation is through the regular use of parish 
offertory envelopes. If you choose not to participate in the support of the 
parish, or are unable to contribute at this time, please at least note your 
prayerful support on your envelope and place it in the weekly offertory. We 
will then be aware of your continued participation, and you will not be noted 
as "inactive" on our parish roster.       

Come and experience an outstanding exhibit of 158 Eucharistic Miracles in 22 
countries collected by Blessed Carlos Acutis, who said "The Eucharist is My 
Highway to Heaven."  Each miracle is described on a color panel with photos 
and descriptions going back to the 3rd century and up to recent years.  As we 
support the National Eucharistic Revival, this exhibit reminds us that Our Lord 
is truly present in the Eucharist and will inspire hearts to adore Him.   
  

Saturday, February 24, 
10:30AM until 7:00PM 
 

Sunday, February 25, 
7:30 AM-8:00PM 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fadw.org%2Fabout-us%2Fresources%2Fpregnant-need-help%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C2c3128c55af0482a3b1008d80bfaab19%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637272518518809783&sdata=ObYEABFW
mailto:huebnerc@adw.org
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstraphaels.org%2Fparish-registration-form&data=04%7C01%7C%7C4cbe914ae7164de1d3a608d8be35ea95%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637468486063320627%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJW
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ST. RAPHAEL CATHOLIC CHURCHM
ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND February 25, 2024

Mass Schedule and Intentions for the Week
Second Week of Lent

Monday, February 26

6:30AM
9:00AM

Nancy Nechanicky
Deacon Richard Mattocks (d)

Tuesday, February 27

6:30AM
9:00AM

Gerlinda Somerville
James Yang (d)

Wednesday, February 28

6:30AM
9:00AM

Teddy Cornejo 
James Yang (d)

Thursday, February 29

6:30AM
9:00AM

Eugene Balow (d)
James Yang (d)

Friday, March 1

6:30AM
9:00AM

Souls of the Faithful Departed
Angel Divino (d)

Saturday, March 2

9:00AM
5:00PM 

Jim Verme (d)
Fr. Tom                Patti Burroughs (d)

Sunday, March 3

7:00AM
8:30AM

10:00AM
11:30AM
1:00PM
6:00PM

Fr. Tom
Fr. Christian
Fr. Christian
Fr. Tom
Fr. Christian
Fr. Tom

Bulletin notices are due in writing ON THURSDAY, THE 
WEEK BEFORE THE published date. Notices may be 
emailed to: esalatto@straphaels.org . This bulletin was 
transmitted February 20.

The priest schedule is subject to change.

Please pray for the soul of 
Mrs. Patricia C. Davies

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon them. 
May the souls of all the faithful departed, 

through the mercy of God, 
rest in peace. Amen.

Eduardo Cortez (d)
Barbara Eisenberg (d)
Caridad Balean (d)
Bill Deeg (d)
Members of the Parish
Terri Martinez

Live-streamed Masses: 
There will be daily live-streamed Masses,
Sunday English and Spanish Masses.
Go to website: www.straphaels.org and click the link 
to YouTube Channel.

Please join fellow 
parishioners for 

Coffee and Donuts 
next Sunday, 

March 3, in the Trumpet Room 
after the 8:30, 10:00, 11:30AM and 1:00PM 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 

 We are thrilled to welcome you to the upcoming 
National Eucharistic Pilgrimage, which will 
travel through the Archdiocese of Washington 
from June 7 – June 9, 2024. 
  
On Saturday, June 8, 2024, the National 
Eucharistic Pilgrimage will have a public Mass 
and Procession in D.C. All are welcome! 
  
The Roman Catholic Archdiocese of 
Washington will also have a stationary 
pilgrimage for those with limited mobility, or 
other disability, at the Saint John Paul II 
National Shrine at the same time as the walking 
Procession.  
  

SCHEDULE FOR JUNE 8, 2024 
8:00AM: Mass at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception.   
9:00AM: Eucharistic Procession though the Brookland 
neighborhood of D.C., stopping at The Catholic University 
of America (CUA), various religious communities, The 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops' (USCCB) 
building, and ending at the St. John Paul II National 
Shrine.   
12:00 noon: Benediction at the Saint John Paull II 
National Shrine.  
12:30PM: Catechesis on the Eucharist led by 
Archdiocese of Washington Auxiliary Bishop Evelio 
Menjivar and a young person from the Archdiocese of 
Washington.  
  
There will be time at the Saint John Paul II National 
Shrine for rest and refreshments. 
  
To register go to:  
National Eucharistic Pilgrimage Registration - 
Archdiocese of Washington (adw.org)  

Keep Praying for our Seminarians  
Thanks to all who picked a vocations prayer card.  Please 
keep up the daily prayers for seminarians throughout 
Lent—and beyond, if you wish. By the way, did you notice 
each seminarian’s card lists his year of formation? Did you 
wonder what it meant? Archdiocesan seminarians go 
through many years of formation before ordination. 
Seminarians who have just begun their formation journey 
spend a year of further discernment and preparation 
(Propaedeutic Year) before they start more rigorous 
studies. Then those who have graduated from high school 
work on earning a bachelor’s degree in philosophy (First 
College, Second College, Third College, Fourth College) 
before moving to graduate-level theology (First Theology, 
Second Theology, Third Theology, Fourth Theology). Men 
who have already earned a bachelor’s degree before 
coming to the seminary will spend two years in a pre-
theology program (First Pre-Theology, Second Pre-
Theology) before advancing to graduate-level theology. 
Before ordination, a seminarian may spend a year at a 
parish (Pastoral Year). Usually a seminarian is ordained a 
transitional deacon the year before he is ordained a priest. 
If you picked a deacon, pray for him in a special way: He 
is preparing for ordination in June, God willing! 

FATIMA/SPAIN EUCHARISTIC REVIVAL 
PILGRIMAGE – From July 17-21, 2024, the 
Church in the United States is celebrating a 
National Eucharistic Congress in Indianapolis, 
Indiana.  The Church desires that we delve more 
deeply into the central mystery of our faith, the 
Eucharist. In line with this, Fr. David Wells, 
Pastor, St. Martin of Tours Church, 
Gaithersburg, MD. will be leading this 
Eucharistic pilgrimage.  We will visit and 
celebrate Mass at the site of a Eucharistic 
Miracle in Portugal, visit the shrine of Our Lady 
of Fatima and follow in the footsteps of St. 
Manuel Gonzalez Garcia, one of the patron 
saints of the Congress.  For information and 
registration please contact Vicky Schneider’s 
email: vhschneider1@aol.com.     

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

https://adw.org/living-the-faith/evangelization/national-eucharistic-revival/pilgrimage-registration/
https://adw.org/living-the-faith/evangelization/national-eucharistic-revival/pilgrimage-registration/
mailto:vhschneider1@aol.com
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ST. RAPHAEL CATHOLIC CHURCHM 
ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND February 25, 2024 

CONTACTING THE PARISH COUNCIL 
The Parish Council serves the St. Raphael community by 
advising the Pastor on matters of concern to parishioners. 
If you would like the Council to consider a particular issue, 
please feel free to send an email message to:  
parishcouncil@straphaels.org.  

If you are approached by someone in church or 
parking lot in need of help, please hand them a 
bulletin. The SVdP intake number is also on bulletin 
front cover.  

Scripture Readings for the Week of February 25, 2024 

Sunday Second Sunday of Lent 
Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18; Ps 116:10, 15, 16-17, 18-19; 
Rom 8:31b-34; Mk 9:2-10 

Monday Dn 9:4b-10; Ps 79:8, 9, 11 and 13; Lk 6:36-38 

Tuesday 
Is 1:10, 16-20; Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and 23; Mt 23:1-12 

Wednesday 
Jer 18:18-20; Ps 31:5-6, 14, 15-16; Mt 20:17-28 

Thursday Jer 17:5-10; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6; Lk 16:19-31 

Friday Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a; Ps 105:16-
17, 18-19, 20-21; Mt 21:33-43, 45-46 

Saturday Mi 7:14-15, 18-20; Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 
11-12; Lk 15:1-3, 11-32

Sunday Third Sunday of Lent 
Ex 20:1-17 or Ex 20:1-3, 7-8, 12-17; Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11; 1 
Cor 1:22-25; Jn 2:13-25 

THE POPE’S INTENTION FOR FEBRUARY 2024 
FOR THE TERMINALLY ILL  
We pray that those with a terminal illness, and their 
families, receive the necessary physical and spiritual care 
and accompaniment.  

High School Youth    
Theology of the Body Series – 1/16 – 4/19 
All high school teens are invited for a Going 
Deeper series on St. John Paul II’s Theology of 
the Body. This 12-week program will meet each 
Tuesday evening, 7:30-8:45PM and explore the 
meaning of the body, chastity, sexuality, dating, 
marriage and more. Please contact Annie 
McHugh at amchugh@straphaels.org to sign up! 
Cost is $15.00. 

Binge Watching – 2/25 
Ever look up from your screen and wonder, what 
did I just spend the last 40 minutes scrolling 
through? Or want to do something but can’t quite 
get up to do so? Then the vice of Sloth might be 
something you’re struggling with. All high school 
teens are invited from 7-9PM in the Youth Center 
to learn how to combat this deadly sin! 

6:00PM Youth Mass Music Director 
St. Raphael's continues its search for a new 
music director for the 6pm Youth Mass. We are 
striving to preserve the spirit of this Liturgy as 
well as the involvement of our parish youth.  
You can contact vnatali@straphaels.org or 
mmchugh@straphaels.org  

For more information on programs, or to be 
added to a youth ministry listserve, please 

contact Mike McHugh at 
mmchugh@straphaels.org  

Mark your calendars for  
2024 Post Cana get togethers: 

On Monday, March 4th 
What: Financial talk by Patrick Reinheimer from Legacy 
Capital Planners. He will be there to advise us on several 
financial issues related to Seniors, such as long-term care, 
tax planning, retirement income, financial security, and 
advice on how to avoid scams. 
Where: Our Lady of Grace in Leisure World after the 
9:00 AM  Mass. 
Snacks and coffee will be provided. 

Wednesday, May 15th, 
What: Annual Spring Fling 11 am to 2 pm  
Blake High School with the M Street Brass Quartet 
students will return to provide historical review of music 
from the 1940’s to today. 
Where:  Our Lady of Grace in Leisure World. Including 
Holy Mass with Father Emanuel Magro, from St. Peter’s 
in Olney, Maryland 
Lunch provided by Renaissance Chef, from Frederick, 
Maryland providing Teriyaki Glazed Salmon, Caprese and 
Cheese Tortellini and herbed potatoes, a fresh vegetable 
medley, and a garden spring salad. For more information, 
contact Mary Dugan at 301-873-3902 or by email: 
marydugan12@yahoo.com 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

mailto:parishcouncil@straphaels.org
mailto:amchugh@straphaels.org
mailto:mmchugh@straphaels.org
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SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT

The Bethesda 40 Days for Life campaign this 
Lent outside the Wildwood late-term abortion 
facility is back on.
Now that Roe v. Wade has been overturned, your prayers
are needed more than ever. Montgomery County officials 
are actively promoting and supporting abortions. Women 
(and former abortionists) report that the prayers and
presence of pro-life witnesses at abortion clinics 
dissuaded them from having an abortion. 

Our parish will support the Spring Bethesda 40 Days for 
Life campaign again this year,  by pra in  the rosary on 
the public sidewalk in front of the abortion facility at the 
Wildwood Medical Center, 10401 Old Georgetown Road, 
in Bethesda, each Saturday during Lent from Saturday, 
February 17, through Saturday March 30,  from 10 AM-
4 PM. 

Please do not o alone, but brin a friend with you. Please 
meet in the vestibule after the 9 AM Mass on Saturdays  if 
you have questions or need directions. What could be 
more important than protecting the lives of innocent 
babies and their mothers from the devasting effects of 
abortion?

Stop Physician-Assisted Suicide in Maryland 
A bill that plays into people’s darkest fears and would allow 
doctors to prescribe lethal drugs for patients to take their 
lives has been introduced in the Maryland General 
Assembly, HB 403 and SB 443, the “End-of-Life Option Act 
(The Honorable Elijah E. Cummings and the Honorable 
Shane E. Pendergrass Act).” Go here to tell your state 
lawmakers NO to this extreme and deadly 
legislation: https://p2a.co/WK2gk7Q. Visit mdcatholic.org/
pas to learn more about this proposal which does not offer 
genuine compassion and is fundamentally incompatible 
with human dignity.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

https://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwkzrFuwyAQANCvOY_WcXcBd2CoFDF1ar8AA8ao2FQGNcrfV1XWN71ojWIyMiWrDGot8qZ52i3LJre0eLXpNeiFTdRkRIK-hbRsmqZiCUlQMRIisZm1oYBLwBCXVcVNgeBWW_g-20hzaMdU7T7GTwd-B3JA7si-pjwf_npWf8Y5t9-XPtLay0hA7iPl0qsfpZ1A7p6GL7UDuX1FQQZ2zw58_
https://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwkzrFuhDAMANCvMSMyjnFgyNDqlKlT7wtC8EHUQCoS9XR_X1Vd3_RWZwdDljt1g0UR5llMtzsOo7WTxEkF54VEaIxGRkbWJYrOXXKExDgYJEQythdLEaeIcZ2WYX0MwPjIJX6dpWkfy9Flt7f2XcG8AXkgf2wh69Yf4XrlcK79Vn7-9alLTU2B_IduqebQUjmB_E1bSLkC-fs7Mhsw_lXB3
https://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwEwLFyhCAQBuCngZL5WZCFgiKNTapUqZEVdTTB8Zi5179PMltH7PWaLSME71Nwes8iKAGcpJWJ4pQQytqitS5xQZRFH5lAHtaBAHJsAlNFrKgSFyvNKo929Xr-97Ga2v_0lfcx7pdyX4pmRfNNxdSuaP79pu3kH_3k56j7UB5F3qY_2ycAAP__sW8sBg
https://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwUyTFuxSAMANDTwIiMsYAMDF24B7GhRE1KlCBx_a8_P0nBOgyka7IBvCfavNM9BdqwUhVbI9lSfADfWkXwe8QizekjISCBdYAA6ILxARkiA0vcrTSrCNo5-O9_zGp4XPpMfc77Ve5HYVaY11rmEi6zj_NgM55fhfkur8Ksn_Qc3KciKLK-9AkAAP__7RAxBQ
https://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwUyTFuxSAMANDTwIiMsYAMDF24B7GhRE1KlCBx_a8_P0nBOgyka7IBvCfavNM9BdqwUhVbI9lSfADfWkXwe8QizekjISCBdYAA6ILxARkiA0vcrTSrCNo5-O9_zGp4XPpMfc77Ve5HYVaY11rmEi6zj_NgM55fhfkur8Ksn_Qc3KciKLK-9AkAAP__7RAxBQ
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SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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ST. RAPHAEL CATHOLIC CHURCHM 
ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND February 25, 2024 

Save your treasures for the Garage to Attic Sale! 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 

 CRS Rice Bowl – Journey with Us this Lent 
Each Lent, Catholic families across the country unite to put 

their faith into action through 
prayer, fasting and almsgiving. 
Through CRS Rice Bowl, families 
learn about how our sisters and 
brothers across the globe 
overcome hardships like hunger 
and climate change, and how 
through Lenten alms, we have the 

power to make the world a better place for all.  
CRS Rice Bowl shares stories of hope from CRS’ work 
around the world. These stories are examples of how your 
Lenten alms are helping communities find solutions to 
problems like hunger and climate change. Take a virtual 
journey with us to Uganda, El Salvador and Indonesia! 
Don’t forget to try the meatless recipes each Friday during 
Lent.  
Find stories of hope, reflections, recipes, and resources for 
families and individuals at: crsricebowl.org 

Religious Education Classes  
St. Raphael Religious Education (SRRE) offers ongoing 
faith formation for all children and teens, as well as 
preparation for sacraments. See our webpage at https://
www.straphaels.org/religious-education   

SRRE Calendar 
Find the SRRE Calendar at our webpage:  Note these 
highlights: 

Spring Break during Holy Week and Easter Week, 
March 24-25, and March 31-April 1 

End-of-the-Year Social on May 13 

Prayer Ministry 
Please pray for the adults and children in our parish who 
are preparing for sacraments at the Easter Vigil and during 
the Easter season. Pray also for their parents or family 
members and their catechists. 

Almighty God, bless our brothers and sisters who are 
asking for baptism. Grant them light and strength to profess 
the faith of the Church and to follow Christ with resolute 
hearts. Give them new life in your Holy Spirit. 

Lord, send your Spirit to touch the hearts of our 
Confirmation candidates that they may believe in you and in 
Jesus whom you sent. Stir up in them an ardent desire for 
the gifts of wisdom, understanding, right judgment, courage, 
knowledge, reverence, and wonder and awe in your 
presence. Open their hearts to your Spirit and bring to 
fulfillment the good work you have begun in them. 

Loving God, strengthen the faith of all those who are 
preparing for First Communion. Ground their hope in the 
true presence of Christ. Help them to recognize in the Body 
and Blood of Christ your boundless love for us. Through 
this sacrament, nurture in them a Christ-like love for all 
people. 

 First Eucharist 
Parents who missed the First Eucharist Parent 
Meeting on February 21 should contact the SRRE 
office for the recording and slides. 

Our First Eucharist Get-Ready Morning will be on Saturday, 
March 16, at 9:30-11:30 in the Trumpet Room. 
This week, families with children preparing for First 
Eucharist in April and May are completing chapter 3 in 
God's Gift Eucharist workbook (younger children) or 
chapter 10 of God's Gift Reconciliation and Eucharist and 
worksheets (older children). Completed workbooks and 
worksheets are due at First Communion rehearsal. 

• First Eucharist will be celebrated on Saturdays, April 27
and May 4

Confirmation Year I and Year II Notes 

• Confirmation Year 1 students are starting their
Confirmation Service Projects. Focusing on the

Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy and/or the 7 
Themes of Catholic Social Teaching, young people 
complete ten or more hours of service in their parish, 
neighborhood, and/or broader community. They then 
write a reflection paper describing how this service is 
rooted in their baptismal call to follow Jesus. The 

completed Confirmation Service Project is due 
September 1, 2024. 

• Confirmation Interviews have began and will continue
through March 11.

• We are pleased that Bishop Evelio Menjivar will be
coming to St. Raphael for Confirmation on Saturday,
April 20, at 10:30 AM and 1:00 PM.

• Letters to Bishop Menjivar are due in the SRRE office
on March 15.

• Find Confirmation preparation forms at https://
www.straphaels.org/confirmation-1

Pray and Act for the Terminally Ill in February 
Pope Francis is asking Catholics worldwide to pray for the 
terminally ill and their caregivers in February. (February 11 
was World Day of the Sick.).    

Let us pray that the sick who are in the final stages 
of life, and their families, receive the necessary 
medical and human care and accompaniment. 

Take action to oppose Physician Assisted Suicide in 
Maryland: https://www.mdcatholic.org/pas/  

Eucharistic Revival: Reverence and Mission 
The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ 

National Eucharistic Revival project seeks both to 
deepen our belief in the Real Presence and to 
explore what that belief imposes on each Catholic. 
Catholic teaching calls us to believe that Christ is 
truly present – Body, Soul and Divinity – in the 

Eucharist. It is truth of that Presence that summons us to 
respond in generous ways through frequent and active 
participation in the Mass which is the summit and source of 
the Christian life, along with quiet prayer before the 
Blessed Sacrament.  
When we convey our conviction in the truth of the Lord’s 
Eucharistic Presence, we also agree to respond to that 
Presence in ways that will inevitably take us into the world’s 
neediest places and to respond in charity and justice to 
those who live on the periphery of society. Simply put, we 
cannot dine on the Eucharist and yet remain disinterested 
in those who endure physical, spiritual or emotional 
hungers. 
Any true Eucharistic Revival must increase our faith in 
Christ’s Presence but also underscore the obligations that 
flow from that reality. Therefore as we plan special events 
to honor the Lord’s gift of the Blessed Sacrament, we must 
pair those same events with a heightened summons to live 
charitably and in active response to the needs of those who 
look to us as witnesses to that truth.  
– Cardinal Wilton Gregory, Catholic Standard, May 10, 2023

Religious Education 
Mary Beaudoin, 202-294-7697 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

https://www.mdcatholic.org/pas/
https://www.crsricebowl.org/stories-of-hope/intro
https://www.crsricebowl.org/recipe
http://www.crsricebowl.org
https://www.straphaels.org/religious-education
https://www.straphaels.org/religious-education
https://www.straphaels.org/confirmation-1
https://www.straphaels.org/confirmation-1
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  The Assurance of Faith 
Today we continue Year B in the cycle of Sunday readings 
with the Second Sunday of Lent. Remember to make time 
to reflect on the Scripture readings with your family: https://
bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/022524.cfm    
Readings: Genesis 22:1–2, 9, 10–13, 15–18 (the testing of 
Abraham); Romans 8:31–34 (God’s love for humanity);  
Mark 9:2–10 (Jesus transfigured) 
Key Passage: Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good 
for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, 
one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” (Mark 9:5)  
 . . . and then have a family sharing time on the questions 
below: 

 Adults: How deeply do you believe that since 
God is for you, no one can destroy you?  

 Kids: What would you like to ask God to do for 
you and your family? 

Synod on Synodality 
In October 2023, Catholic clergy and laypeople gathered in 
Rome for an assembly, which was part of the multiyear 
Synod on Synodality. Below is an excerpt from the 
synthesis report, A Synodal Church on Mission, Part 4, 
People in Poverty, Protagonists of the Church’s Journey.  

m) In a synodal Church, solidarity also manifests
itself in the form of an exchange of gifts and in
sharing resources between local churches from
different regions. These relationships foster the
unity of the Church by creating bonds between the
Christian communities involved. There is a need to
focus on the conditions necessary to ensure that
priests who come to the aid of churches needing
clergy are not providing merely a functional solution
but represent a resource for the growth both of the
Church that sends them and the Church that
receives them. Similarly, it is necessary to ensure
that economic aid does not degenerate into the
mere provision of welfare, but also promotes
authentic evangelical solidarity and is managed
transparently and reliably.

Link to Synthesis Report: https://www.synod.va/en/synodal-
process/the-universal-phase/documents.html 

Marriage Moments 
How do I pray? Let me count the ways. For one spouse it 
might be memorized or repetitive prayers; for another 
contemplative, spontaneous, or crisis praying. For some 
nature or silence may prompt our spirituality. Whether alone 
or together; often, rarely, or never – talk. Maybe try out your 
beloved’s way.  

Parenting Pointers 
A week of prayer: No, you don’t have to be in a church or 
on your knees 24/7, but experiment with different ways to 
pray. Let everyone, no matter how young or old, share their 
favorite prayer or style of praying – no matter how short or 
long.  
*Marriage Moments and Parenting Pointers by Susan Vogt,
www.SusanVogt.net

Laudate Deum 
On October 4, the feast of Saint Francis of 
Assisi, Pope Francis released a new apostolic 
exhortation on the climate crisis.  Laudate 
Deum is addressed to “all people of good will.” 
Below is an excerpt from section 6: Spiritual 
Motivations. 

In the light of faith - continued 

64. Jesus “was able to invite others to be attentive
to the beauty that there is in the world because he
himself was in constant touch with nature, lending it
an attraction full of fondness and wonder. As he
made his way throughout the land, he often
stopped to contemplate the beauty sown by his
Father, and invited his disciples to perceive a divine
message in things.”
65. Hence, “the creatures of this world no longer
appear to us under merely natural guise, because
the risen One is mysteriously holding them to
himself and directing them towards fullness as their
end. The very flowers of the field and the birds
which his human eyes contemplated and admired
are now imbued with his radiant presence.” If “the
universe unfolds in God, who fills it completely…
there is a mystical meaning to be found in a leaf, in
a mountain trail, in a dewdrop, in a poor person’s
face.” The world sings of an infinite Love: how can
we fail to care for it?

Find the full Laudate Deum document online at the Vatican 
website. 

Prayer for Peace 
Lord God of peace, hear our prayer! 

We have tried so many times and over so many years to 
resolve our conflicts by our own powers and by the force of 
our arms. How many moments of hostility and darkness 
have we experienced; how much blood has been shed; how 
many lives have been shattered; how many hopes have 
been buried… But our efforts have been in vain. 

Now, Lord, come to our aid! Grant us peace, teach us 
peace; guide our steps in the way of peace. Open our eyes 
and our hearts, and give us the courage to say: "Never 
again war!"; "With war everything is lost". Instill in our hearts 
the courage to take concrete steps to achieve peace. 

Lord, God of Abraham, God of the Prophets, God of Love, 
you created us and you call us to live as brothers and 
sisters. Give us the strength daily to be instruments of 
peace; enable us to see everyone who crosses our path as 
our brother or sister. Make us sensitive to the plea of our 
citizens who entreat us to turn our weapons of war into 
implements of peace, our trepidation into confident trust, 
and our quarreling into forgiveness. 

Keep alive within us the flame of hope, so that with patience 
and perseverance we may opt for dialogue and 
reconciliation. In this way may peace triumph at last, and 
may the words "division", "hatred" and "war" be banished 
from the heart of every man and woman. Lord, defuse the 
violence of our tongues and our hands. Renew our hearts 
and minds, so that the word which always brings us 
together will be "brother," and our way of life will always be 
that of: Shalom, Peace, Salaam! 

Amen. 

https://www.usccb.org/prayers/pope-francis-prayer-peace 
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