
 
Dear Holy Name High School Families,  

Next week (the week of August 23) begins the 2021-2022 school year for our students, with each class 
coming in on their respective orientation date. After a summer that we hope was filled with fun and 
relaxation, the faculty, staff, and administration look forward to welcoming everyone back to campus. 
The months ahead hold much promise; there are games, activities, educational opportunities, and more 
for students to experience and enjoy. We plan to offer a robust, in-person schedule of events this fall 
and beyond. 

However, as we prepare to start the year off on the right foot, and anticipate the good that is to come, 
we also must acknowledge the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic and recent rise in Ohio case numbers. I 
appreciate every email and phone call that has come in this summer asking about our forthcoming 
policies. The articles and comments sent in were reviewed and noted, while also doing our own research 
and taking into consideration the many recommendations made by the CDC, the Ohio Department of 
Health, and the Cuyahoga County Board of Health.  

With that said, I write to you today to share that, after reviewing the best science-based information 
available, everyone – regardless of vaccination status – will be required to wear a facial covering while 
at Holy Name. This policy goes into effect as of tomorrow, Wednesday, August 18, and includes all 
students, faculty members, staff members, and visitors. As was the policy last year, gaiters will not be 
permitted. Everyone needs to wear a cotton, or medical grade, mask that features straps for the ears 
and can fully cover the nose, mouth, and chin. 

Please know this decision was made after much prayer and consideration. It is safe to say this is not how 
any of us, myself included, envisioned beginning this school year when we started our summer break. 
However, we want to help ensure students can experience in-person learning, five days a week, for the 
whole year, just as we successfully did in 2020-2021.  

Attached is a guide that further articulates Holy Name’s COVID Policies and Procedures to begin the 
school year. This includes information on not only masking, but also hand hygiene, social distancing, 
cleaning, ventilation, and quarantining.  

I strongly encourage you to review this guide with your student before he/she arrives on campus. Other 
than the important information about masking, I point out, below, two very critical pieces of 
information. The first will hopefully illustrate further why we have decided to make masking a 
requirement immediately.  

1. Many of our students experienced several days of quarantine last year due to COVID-19 exposure. 
Based on the guidelines set forth by the Ohio Department of Health, quarantining during the 2021-2022 
school year is NOT necessary for students and/or adults exposed to COVID-19 in the school setting – 
regardless of vaccination status – if ALL involved students/adults were wearing masks at the time of 
exposure. By having this mask policy in place, we anticipate this will alleviate the need for large groups 
of students to quarantine and miss class time. Keep in mind that synchronous, at-home learning is not 
an option this year.  



 
Additionally, if a student/adult at Holy Name is exposed to COVID-19 while a mask is not being worn 
(for example, at an athletic contest), quarantining will NOT be required for those who are fully 
vaccinated, as long as the individual remains asymptomatic and continues to wear a mask while indoors. 

2. Those students (and staff members) who have been fully vaccinated are asked to show proof of 
vaccination by September 2, 2021. A copy of the vaccination card can be brought in to the Main Office; 
or, the Main Office staff can make a copy of the card if a student brings it to school. The vaccination 
status of members of the school community is considered confidential medical information and will be 
protected as such. Please know that although a COVID-19 vaccination is not required by the Diocese of 
Cleveland or Holy Name High School, the CDC, ODH, and CCBH recommend everyone age 12 and over be 
vaccinated.  

Thank you for reading this letter, and for reviewing the attached document. In the days ahead, I promise 
we will be constantly evaluating the most current public health data and recommendations. Protocols 
and policies may change. When that time comes, I will make sure updates are communicated to 
students and families as quickly as possible.  

I have faith that our school community will come together to do what is best for the common good, and 
we will get through this time stronger than ever. If you have any questions about these policies, please 
do not hesitate to contact me. 

Thank you,  

Karen Carter 
Principal 


