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The Picture of Dorian Gray

Directions: The following questions are to be typed in MLA format (heading, header, spacing, font, title,
margins) and handed in on the first day of class. Answers must be in paragraph form (a minimum of five
sentences with proper capitalization, punctuation and sentence structure). Be sure to follow all MLA writing
rules (no you’s, no contractions, etc.) Also, be sure that all work is entirely your own. Any work that resembles
another student’s or that resembles information online is grounds for plagiarism, subject to the severest penalty
as documented in the Holy Name student handbook.

Answer all of the following questions:

1.This work was written during the Victorian era in England. Lightly research the time period and

document at least 5 facts about what life was like in this time period. Please include the link to the web

page/pages from which you found the information. Next, identify at least 5 Victorian era details from the

text, that gives the work a distinctly Victorian flair.

2. Discuss Dorian's portrait. What does it represent? What does it suggest about the effect of

experience on the soul? Why does Dorian hide it in the attic?

3. Choose any three characters. Do you find them believable? Why or why not? (If not, why might Wilde

have purposely drawn them as such?)

4. Is Dorian responsible for the ruined lives of his friends? Is Lord Henry responsible for the ruined life

of Dorian? When is someone responsible for the ruined life of another?

5. Why this book? What meaning might it have in contemporary society? What can we learn from it? In

what ways is its central premise still applicable to our lives today?

Beowulf (translated by Seamus Heaney)

This is an epic poem that can initially be challenging to read. With this in mind, you are being asked to

journal your thoughts throughout the course of reading the poem. Document what you found confusing,

map out the character names/descriptions, identify parts of the narrative you enjoyed, identify instances

where the language seems particularly artistic or uniquely structured. Anything is fair game, as long as your

journaling shows evidence of your metacognition through the reading process. Type your journal or

handwrite it. Draw pictures and diagrams or write in complete sentences. Just be sure your thoughts are

documented through the entirety of the poem.

Remember, there will be an objective test on both of these works, in addition to these assignment.s..
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