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The Origin of Poinsettia 
 

     Although the poinsettia plant is not indigenous to the United States, Americans 

have come to associate its brilliant red bracts with the Christmas season. 
 

     The plant was actually introduced here in 1828 by Dr. Joel R. Poinsett, U.S. 

Ambassador to Mexico at the time, for whom the plant was named. 
 

     Poinsettias grow wild in Mexico, reaching the height of their splendor just 

around the third week of December. Their Spanish name, Flor de la Noeche-

buena (flower of the holy night) derives from a Mexican legend which holds that 

the poinsettia originated in a miracle. 
 

     A poor peasant child, with nothing to take to the service honoring the birth of 

the Christ Child, sadly picked a few weeds to give as an offering. Kneeling at the 

altar with this humble gift, the child’s earnest prayer and tears of reverence 

transformed the weeds into the beautiful scarlet flower we know so well. 
 

     Today, poinsettias are imported from both Mexico and Hawaii, but a careful 

plant lover can keep the plant from one season to the next. Once all the brilliant 

leaves have fallen, the plant should be trimmed back to the wood. It will flourish 

outdoors in the summer in most parts of the country, becoming more hearty as 

the weeks of sunshine pass. 
 

     From the first week of October to the second week in November, poinsettias 

require equal amounts of daylight and darkness to ensure the brilliant red bracts 

at Christmastime. 

(Be ready to “rescue” a plant or two come mid-January!) 



 

 

December 29, 2019 

Christ is Born! 
 

Liturgy Schedule 
Monday December 30 8:00 a.m. †Bernadine Hadbavny by Dolores Grisin 
Tuesday December 31 8:00 a.m. †Ann Stefanchik by Olga Kosch 
Wednesday January 1  Solemn Holyday (Circumcision of Our Lord) 
             11:00 a.m. †Eugene Glasko by John/Debi Shirilla 
Thursday January 2  8:00 a.m. Intention of John Joseph Macik by Macik Family 
Friday  January 3  8:00 a.m. †Virginia Jares by Judy Weitzel 
Saturday January 4  4:00 p.m. †Dennis Sobodosh by Jack/Joyce Pinchot 
Sunday January 5          10:30 a.m. Intention of the Parishioners 
 

                        Altar Servers         Lectors       Greeters 
January 1 11:00 a.m.     D. Kattler & G. Dudick   
January 4   4:00 p.m.     M. & T. Ebert                  G. Huntz         J. Pinchot & L. Greb 
January 5 10:30 a.m.     T. Macik, B. Hallis,        C. Csornok     K. Lambourne & M. Cohn 
      J. Hallis & W. Hallis 
 

Above all else, guard your heart for everything you do flows from it. (Proverbs 4:23) 

The celebration of the Birth of Christ is a special 

time. We like the church and liturgy to reflect 

that reality. Many thanks to the church 

decorators and sacristans. Liturgically we 

acknowledge the deacons, cantors, lectors, 

greeters, carolers, ushers and altar servers. Much gratitude to those who 

reflected the “specialness” of God’s gift to us in their gift to the church. I 

would like to personally thank people who dispensed to me a gesture of 

kindness, be it a gift, card or goodie! Have a blessed Christmas season! 

House Blessing 

2020 
This year’s house 

blessing schedule will 

include parishioners living in the 

“out-lying” areas. Father will call 

to make arrangements. The 

locales will be listed in next 

week’s Byzz Line. 
 

 

Circumcision of 

Our Lord 
 

January 1 is a Solemn 

Holyday.   We 

commemorate the 

Ci rcumcis ion of 

Jesus. St. Basil the 

G r e a t  i s  a l s o 

remembered. The liturgy of St. Basil the Great will 

be celebrated at 10:00 a.m. Start the new year off 

by receiving the Eucharist! 
 

 



 

 

We’re looking for 

volunteers to help take 

down the Christmas 

d e c o r a t i o n s  n e x t 
Sunday right after liturgy. 

 

ECF On Break 
ECF classes will resume January 12. 

 

Sandwich Making Resumes in February 
The sandwich making assembly line kicks off 

again in February. (Nothing for the month of 

January.) 

 

No First Fryday Fishfry in January 
There will not be a “First Fryday Fish Fry” this 

month.  The meal will resume in February. 

 
We welcome to the parish 
Lynn (Marhefka) Del Negro 

from Broadview Hts. She has 

been attending church here 

since the picnic and feels a good level of 

comfort! 

 

Due to an early bulletin 

deadline, the weekly 

offering report will be 

listed in next week’s 

Byzz Line. 

 

2019 Donations 
We’ll close the books on 2019 donations 

after next weekend. If you need to “catch 

up” with any envelopes, make sure you do it 

by that time! 

 

Stewardship Update 
Forty two donors have pledged $12,835.00. 

Our assigned goal is $21,100.00. Any amount 

over the goal will be returned to the parish. 

 

Sanctuary Lamp 
The sanctuary lamp will burn during the 

month of January in memory of Michael 
and Margaret Pinchot. 

 

The Garfield Hts. Knights of 

Columbus would like to thank 

everyone who donated items 

for their “Coats for Kids” project.  

 

  
 

 

 

 

My Parish 
 

My parish is composed of people like me.  
I help make it what it is. It will be friendly, if I am.  

It will be holy, if I am. Its pews will be filled, if I help fill them.  
It will do great work, if I work. It will be prayerful, if I pray.  
It will make generous gifts to many causes, if I am a generous 

giver. It will bring others into worship, if I invite and  
bring them in. It will be a place of loyalty and love,  

of fearlessness and faith, of compassion, charity and mercy,  
if I, who make it what it is, am filled with these same things.  

Therefore, with the help of God, I now dedicate myself to  
the task of being all the things that I want my parish to be.  

 

Amen. 



 

 

     For many years, Guy Lombardo’s name was synonymous with New Year’s Eve. Born in 

1902 in London, Ontario, Canada, Lombardo attended St. Peter Catholic Church in London. 
 

 

     As a child he and his brothers played music at church and various events in their 

hometown. When they got older, Lombardo and his brothers decided to take their band to 

the United States and moved to Cleveland in 1924. Lombardo and his “Royal Canadians” 

next traveled to Chicago where they 

promised to play “the sweetest music this 

side of heaven.” 
 

 

     In 1929, Lombardo and his band were 

booked for a long gig at the Roosevelt 

Hotel Grill in New York City that included 

New Year’s Eve. The rest is history. 
 

 

     From 1929 through 1976, Lombardo 

and his Royal Canadians performed on 

December 31 at the Roosevelt (until 1966) 

and later at the Waldorf Astoria, first on 

the radio and later on television. Their 

rendition of “Auld Lang Syne” became 

their trademark. Lombardo later admitted he played the song not because of New Year’s 

Eve, but because his first national sponsor was Robert Burns Cigars. (The poet Robert Burns in 

thought to have written at least a verse of ‘Auld Lang Syne.”) 
 

 

     Guy Lombardo died at age 75 on November 5, 1977. His funeral Mass was celebrated at 

Our Holy Redeemer Catholic Church in Freeport, Long Island, New York. Members of his 

band served as honorary pallbearers. 
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ACTIVITY CENTER & HALL RESERVATIONS: 440-526-0016 

CONFESSIONS: One half hour before liturgies for fifteen minutes and by request 

MEN’S CLUB: 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

LADIES’ AUXILIARY: 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

A-OK CLUB: 2nd Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

COFFEE SOCIAL: Every Sunday after liturgy 

EASTERN CATHOLIC FORMATION (ECF) CLASSES: Sundays 9:00 a.m.–10:20 a.m. 

BULLETIN INFORMATION DEADLINE: Tuesday noon 

 

 


