
 

 



 

 

“Living the Word of Christ Together” 

Father Bruce Riebe 

Bill Fredrick,  Robert Kirschner 

Michele Wiltshire 

440-526-1818 

440-526-0016 

440-526-6464 

stjoebyz@sbcglobal.net 

www.stjoebyz.com 

 

 Pastor: 

 Deacons: 

 Office Administrator:

 Rectory Phone:

 Office Phone: 

Fax: 

e-mail: 

website: 

 

 

The Weeping  

Icon of Klokochovo 

 

       In the former Mukachevo eparchy there were several 

miraculously weeping icons of the Most Holy Mother of God, 

venerated by our Carpathian ancestors with great devotion 

and love. The Blessed Mother, seeing the many sufferings of 

our oppressed people, sympathized with them in a visible 

manner, miraculously shedding tears in various places. The 

oldest of them was that in Klokochovo, presently in the Eastern 

Slovakia, shedding tears in 1670. 

 

       Klokochovo was a small Rusyn village, nestled in the 

foothills of the majestic Vihorlat mountain. It belonged to the 

Staray noble family of Michalovci, to whom the villagers were 

subject as to their feudan lords, obliged to work on the Staray’s 

lands. 

 

       In 1670, the Protestant “crusaders” as they liked to be 

called, during their campaign against Michalovci, were 

approaching Klokochovo.  The people, seized by fear, ran into the church to implore protection of 

the Blessed Mother, whom they venerated as the “refuge of Christians.” As they were praying, they 

noticed that the icon of the Blessed Mother was shedding tears. Moved by the tears of the weeping 

icon, the villagers continued to pray. All of a sudden the church door flung open and the crusaders 

invaded the church. Yelling and shouting, the soldiers started to destroy the crosses, the church 

banners, and other religious objects. 

 

       It happened that one of the enraged soldiers, when he noticed that the icon of the Blessed 

Mother in the iconostasis was shedding tears, pierced the icon with the bayonet fixed to his rifle. But 

the tears continued to flow and more profusely. Irritated, the soldier began cursing, tore the icon out 

of the iconostasis and threw it on the floor, ready to trample it. But the people, unable to stand such 

profanation, pushed the furious crusader aside, and one of the parishioners picked up the icon and 

ran with it into the woods. In their anger the soldiers burned down the church, but the miraculous 

icon was saved. 

 

       After the Protestant crusaders left the region the parishioners took the weeping icon of the 

Blessed Mother to the town hall in Prjashev and asked the magistrate to preserve their precious icon 

until they could rebuild their church. 

 

 

 



 

 

July 12, 2020 

Glory to Jesus Christ! 
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The Eucharistic Banquet 

 

       Following our baptism and chrismation we begin to taste the heavenly bread and the 

cup of life of the Eucharist—the body and blood of Christ—which we receive as our          

essential nourishment. We are invited to receive Holy Communion regularly so that our soul 

and body may be physically and spiritually healthy, as we live on earth yet already taste of 

the eternal Kingdom in heaven. 

 

“If you do not eat the flesh of the Son of Man 

and drink his blood you have no life in you.”  

(John 6:53) 

 

       In the Eucharistic banquet we encounter 

Christ who is our Host and our Food. He is: 

 

The Bread of Life who nourishes us through 

His saving word in the Gospel and through 

His Body and Blood in the Eucharist. 

 

The Passover Lamb “sacrificed for the sins of 

the world, He who is the life and salvation 

of the world” (Rite of Preparation). 

 

       In our Eucharistic celebration we join the generations of Christians who have passed  

before us in experiencing this encounter with Christ. 

 

 



 

 

Your Weekly Offering 

July 5, 2020 

Sunday: 

e-giving: 

  Students: 

Cash: 

Candles: 

Holy Days: 

Fuel: 

Building Fund: 

Trust Fund Gift from 

Dorothy Sabo: 

Total: 

$3,940.00 

225.00 

1.00 

83.00 

114.00 

113.00 

5.00 

115.00 

 

2,000.00 

$6,596.00 

Please Pray 

Please remember all the sick/suffering in 

your prayers, especially Joe Ruzinok 

(Parma); Virginia Ruzinok (University); 

Frances Wasylyshyn (Marymont); Patricia 

Shirilla (home); Diane Balasz (home); Mary 

Jo Keshock (home); Mike Prishchak 

(home); Kathryn Durst (home) and Bea 

Chrustic (home).  

 

 

First Solemn Communion 

Due to the church shut-downs 

we did not have our usual 

S o l e m n  C o m m u n i o n 

celebration on the first Sunday 

of May. Today two of our second graders, 

Marielle Masters and Molly Percic, received 

the Eucharist for the first time after making 

their first confession. They also renewed 

their baptismal promises and Profession of 

Faith. Thanks to their instructor, Nancy 

Fredrick, and parents for helping with the 

formation. The Men’s Club gifted the 

children with an icon. Our Ladies’ Auxiliary 

provided the girls with a candle. GCU 

Lodge 302 supplied the Communicants with 

a rosary. (Andrew Kirschner will make his first 

confession at a later date.) 

 

Our Lady of  Klokochovo 

The replica icon will be in our church 

through Friday. That night the icon will be 

transferred to the St. John Paul outdoor 

chapel where an Akathist Service will be 

prayed. We’ll begin with the rosary at 7:00 

p.m. Feel free to park down below. Bring 

your own chair or grab one from the 

pavilion storage room on your way down.  

 

 

 

I continue to get good reviews on the options we are 

presenting for participation in the Divine Liturgy. The 

summer heat makes the “outdoor” choice a 

challenge, but folks are finding refuge in the shade 

(even beneath the overhang). The closed circuit 

offering in the hall gets curtailed when we have a 

rental (like next week and August 1-2). There are 

chairs available for the vestibule (where you can 

“see and hear”). If you enjoy the comfort of your vehicle, tune in on 104.3 FM 

anywhere in the parking lot and you’ll receive a crystal clear audio transmission. Most 

importantly all the options make possible for the reception of Holy Communion, which 

I would like to see as the driving force for the return to church. If caution is still the air 

for you, the liturgy is live-streamed at 4:00 and 10:00 on YouTube (go to our website 

and click on the YouTube menu bar). Services are also archived so that you can 

watch at your convenience. (If you’ve been in church and wanted to hear 

something from the homily over again, having the service on our website provides the 

opportunity.)  

 

 

 

Please remember St. Joseph Church 

in your Will and/or Trust 
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ACTIVITY CENTER & HALL RESERVATIONS: 440-526-0016 

CONFESSIONS: One half hour before liturgies for fifteen minutes and by request 

MEN’S CLUB: 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

LADIES’ AUXILIARY: 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

A-OK CLUB: 2nd Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

COFFEE SOCIAL: Every Sunday after liturgy 

EASTERN CATHOLIC FORMATION (ECF) CLASSES: Sundays 9:00 a.m.–10:20 a.m. 

BULLETIN INFORMATION DEADLINE: Tuesday noon 

Pope Francis  

on the Eucharist 

 

Pope Francis told Christians worldwide, “We cannot 

do without the Eucharist, for it is God’s memorial. And 

it heals our wounded memory.”  

 

He recalled that “so many people have memories 

marked by a lack of affection and bitter 

disappointments caused by those who should have 

given them love and instead orphaned their hearts. 

 

“God can heal these wounds by placing within our 

memory a greater love—his own love,” the pope 

said. “The Eucharist brings us the Father’s faithful love 

which heals our sense of being orphans. Through the Eucharist the Lord also heals our 

negative memory, that negativity that seeps so often into our hearts.”  

 

He told believers, “Every time we receive him he reminds us that we are precious, that we 

are guests he has invited to his banquet, friends with whom he wants to dine...because he is 

truly in love with us. He sees and loves the beauty and goodness that we are.”  

 

“He left us a memorial. He did not just leave us words, for it is easy to forget what we hear. 

He did not just leave us the Scriptures, for it is easy to forget what we read. He did not just 

leave us signs, for we can forget even what we see. He gave us food, for it is not easy to 

forget something we have actually tasted.” 

 

He reminded believers that “Jesus left us bread in which he is truly present, alive and true, 

with all the flavor of his love. Receiving him we can say: ‘He is the Lord; he remembers me!’” 

He recalled that Jesus instructed us “Do this in remembrance of me” and said that “the 

Eucharist is not simply an act of remembrance; it is a factor, it is the Lord’s Passover made 

present once again for us.” 

 



“You Bend ‘Em, We’ll Mend ‘Em”

ANDY’S
AUTO BODY

UNIBODY SPECIALISTS
10135 Broadview Rd. • Broadview Hts.

838-4343

SIMON’S
RESTAURANT & DELI
7770 Chippewa Rd. • Brecksville

“Quality Catering Specialist”

(440) 526-6880
www.simonsbrecksville.com

HOPKO FUNERAL
HOME

6020 Broadview Rd. • Parma, OH 44134
–– 216-661-0033 ––

Our Family Serving yOur Family FOr Over 100 yearS

Independence
bank

A Full Service Bank
(216) 447-1444

4401 Rockside Road
Independence

Fortuna
FUNERAL HOME

5316 Fleet Ave. • Cleveland, OH
7076 Brecksville Rd. • Independence
Phone - 216.520.7335
Pre-Planning Available

 4-E-5-4 For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-0598

5618 Broadview Rd • 216-398-1010
Parma / Seven Hills

“Funeral Directors Who Understand The 
Byzantine Tradition”

Celebrating Life Since 1927
356 W. Aurora Rd. • Sagamore Hills, OH

330-467-4500
ferfoliafuneralhomes.com

Call: 216-531-1900
MONDAY - FRIDAY 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM

D E T A I L S  A T :

AmericanMutual.org

  

4682 State Rd  •  Cleveland  •  440-886-2558  •  unitycatholiccu.org

SAVING MEMBERS MONEY 
EVERYDAY, ASK HOW WE 

CAN HELP YOU
Finance your car with Unity and 

we will donate $50 to the 
church or school of your choice

THIS SPACE IS

Contact Jason Novicky to place an ad today! 
jnovicky@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6542 
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 Compliments
 of...

Carolyn Kuczmarski, Agent
CLU® ChFC® CASL®

7119 Brecksville Rd. (at Hillside)
216-328-0280

www.ckuczmarski.com216-341-3413

Your trusted community painters! 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

216-459-8684 • TothPainting.com


