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    October 1:  

           Protection of the Mother of God 

 

       Tradition says that during a time of siege of Constantinople, Saint Andrew of Constantinople with 

his disciple Saint Epiphanius, and a group of people, saw the Mother of God, Saint John the Baptist, 

and several other saints and angels during a vigil in the Church of Blachernae, nearby the city 

gates. The Blachernae Palace church was where 

several of her relics were kept. The relics were her 

robe, veil, and part of her belt that had been 

transferred from Palestine during the fifth century. 

 

       In her apparition, the Theotokos approached 

the center of the church, knelt down and remained 

in prayer for a long time. Her face was drowned in 

tears. Then she took off her veil and spread it over 

the people as a sign of protection during the time 

the people in the city were threatened by a 

barbarian invasion. After the appearance of the 

Mother of God, the danger was averted and the 

city was spared from bloodshed and suffering.  

 

“O most holy Lady, Virgin Mother of God, extend 

your holy mantle over us; guide and protect our 

rulers and all your people from every evil. As the 

holy Andrew saw you in a vision while praying, so 

today, O holy Lady, show us your loving protection.”  

 

—Hymn of Light at the Matins of the Feast 

 

 

 

Thursday is a Solemn Holyday. The liturgy will be celebrated at 7:00 p.m.   

The church will be adorned in blue the entire month in honor of this Feast. (In 1974 

Archbishop Kocisko consecrated our entire Metropolia under her protective mantle.) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

       Bishop Milan is supposed to release a new Decree that 

would go into effect on October 1 (The Feast of the 

Protection of the Mother of God). He “hinted” that the 

dispensation from the obligation to attend liturgy that has 

been in effect since the churches shut down and then re-

opened is going to be rescinded. (Individuals with health 

issues of course would use their own conscience in terms of 

attending church or not.) With that in mind, the options that 

we have been offering since early summer might come into 

play even more (especially if the inside of the church gets more crowded). As a 

reminder, these are your alternative choices for next weekend. 

 

�� Listening from anywhere in the parking lot on 104.3 FM 

�� Taking advantage of the outdoor speaker system in front of the church (using 

a chair of your own or grabbing one of ours) 

�� Finding a spot in the vestibule with chairs provided 

�� Watching a closed-circuit broadcast of the liturgy live in our spacious hall 

 

       The advantages of these options instead of watching the liturgy on YouTube is that 

you are able to receive Communion. I mentioned that last week’s Catechetical 

Sunday theme was “Christ, the Heavenly Bread.” I would hope that we want this 

weekly for our spiritual sustenance.  

 

September 27, 2020 

Glory to Jesus Christ! 

 

Liturgy Schedule 
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The 50/50 Club captains 

met with Chairman Joe 

Csornok to discuss the status 

of the November Grand 

Banquet. The unanimous 

decision was to cancel this year’s dinner. 

However, in addition to the $3,000.00 in prize 

money that will still be given out, an additional 

amount totaling $2,500.00 will be mailed to 25 

lucky members ($100 dollars each). The drawing 

will take place on a designated Sunday in 

November. The group felt this was an equitable 

solution given the unusual circumstances of this 

year. We hope to have our usual Dinner/Dance 

in 2021. (Members will receive official notification 

from their captains in the weeks to come.) 
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Today is our first day of class for ECF. We are 

utilizing safety guidelines provided by the 

Diocese. Classes begin promptly at 9:00 and end 

at 10:20. 
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On the night of Oct 9th, in the 

back church parking lot, Al 

Matyas will have his telescope 

available to look at the planets and 

select deep sky objects. A short 

program will start at 7:30 p.m. 

followed by viewing. Please bring chairs and 

wear masks. This is a weather dependent event. 

If you have a telescope bring it with you. Genesis 

1:1—In the beginning, God created the heavens 

and the earth. 
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The High School Open Forum monthly program is 

on the docket once again. Bill Paszak will be the 

instructor. He will use the book “Healing the 

Culture” as the foundation for the sessions. (An 

upcoming bulletin will announce the date for 

the first class.) 

 

	�����������

The Ladies’ BLESS Group will have their first Zoom 

meeting on Monday from 7-8. There will be a 

video by Fr. John Burns entitled “Restoration of 

the Garden” with references to many garden 

passages in the Bible.  E-mail Darlene Hritz for the 

link (dar.hritz@gmail.com). 
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Father and Deacon Bill will be making Communion 

visits to the homebound on Friday between the 

hours of 9-2. (Possibly parishioners in nursing homes 

as well if the Governor relaxes some of the visitation 

restrictions.) 
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The sanctuary lamp will burn during the month of 

October in memory of Carmella Karpovich. 
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Deacon Bill has announced that there 

will not be a pet blessing ceremony 

this year. He hopes to resume this 

popular custom in 2021. 
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Thanks to the generosity of one of the parishioners, 

“Vote for Life” yard signs are available in the 

vestibule at no charge. (A donation could be 

made to the church.) 
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�� There will be a Public Rosary Rally on October 10 

at noon on the Brecksville Square. This is being 

held in conjunction with other rallies across the 

U.S. thru the efforts of “America Needs Fatima.” 

�� A “Virtual Women’s Conference” will be held on 

October 17 from 9-3. Tickets are on sale by visiting 

clecatholicwomen.org. (Mother Gabriella from 

Christ the Bridegroom Monastery will be one of 

the speakers. 

�� The annual gala benefitting Christ the Bridegroom 

Monastery is scheduled for November 7 at St. Elias 

Church (Cleveland). There’s no cost to attend, 

but reservations are required by October 26 (440-

834-0290). 

 

 

 

 

Your Weekly Offering 

September 13, 2020 

 

 

Sunday: 

e-giving: 

14 Student Envelopes: 

Cash: 

Candles: 

Holy Days: 

Building Fund: 

Total: 

$3,909.00 

190.00 

23.00 

76.00 

98.00 

163.00 

31.00 

$4,490.00 

Have you remembered St. Joseph Church  

 in your Will and/or Trust? 

 

 



 

 

The Holy Eucharist 

in Our Day 

 

By Very Rev. Archpriest John M. Fields 

 

       During this year of the coronavirus pandemic, for 

many months, clergy, religious and faithful gathered 

together on the Lord’s Day virtually, participating in 

the Divine Liturgy through the modern technology of 

live-streaming. While during these liturgical services, 

the faithful gave praise, glory and thanksgiving to 

God and were nourished on the Word through the 

Gospel and the homily, there was something lacking. 

Suddenly, except for the limited celebrants at the altar, the parish family was not able to partake of 

the Body and the Blood of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

 

       In the Last Supper account in the Gospel of Matthew, “Jesus took bread, said the blessing, 

broke it, and giving it to his disciples said, ‘Take and eat; this is my body.’ Then he took a cup, gave 

thanks, and gave it to them, saying, ‘Drink from it, all of you, for this is my blood of the covenant, 

which will be shed on behalf of many for the forgiveness of sins.’” (Mt. 26:28) 

 

       During every Divine Liturgy, the humble gifts of bread and wine become the Body and Blood of 

Jesus Christ during the Anaphora, the Eucharistic Prayer. 

 

       In the Gospel of John, Jesus clearly teaches us: “Amen, amen, I say to you, unless you eat the 

flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you do not have life within you. Whoever eats my flesh 

and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him on the last day. For my flesh is true food, and 

my blood is true drink.” (Jn. 6:53-55) 

 

       In several of our Eastern Catholic churches, we are reminded of this belief as the priest prays as 

he distributes Communion to the faithful, “The servant of God receives the Body and Blood of Jesus 

Christ for the forgiveness of sins and life everlasting. Amen.” 

 

       Let us with fear of God and with faith receive the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ; let us taste of 

the Source of Immortality. 
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ACTIVITY CENTER & HALL RESERVATIONS: 440-526-0016 

CONFESSIONS: One half hour before liturgies for fifteen minutes and by request 

MEN’S CLUB: 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

LADIES’ AUXILIARY: 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

A-OK CLUB: 2nd Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

COFFEE SOCIAL: Every Sunday after liturgy 

EASTERN CATHOLIC FORMATION (ECF) CLASSES: Sundays 9:00 a.m.–10:20 a.m. 

BULLETIN INFORMATION DEADLINE: Tuesday noon 

 

 



“You Bend ‘Em, We’ll Mend ‘Em”

ANDY’S
AUTO BODY

UNIBODY SPECIALISTS
10135 Broadview Rd. • Broadview Hts.

838-4343

SIMON’S
RESTAURANT & DELI
7770 Chippewa Rd. • Brecksville

“Quality Catering Specialist”

(440) 526-6880
www.simonsbrecksville.com

HOPKO FUNERAL
HOME

6020 Broadview Rd. • Parma, OH 44134
–– 216-661-0033 ––

Our Family Serving yOur Family FOr Over 100 yearS

Independence
bank

A Full Service Bank
(216) 447-1444

4401 Rockside Road
Independence

Fortuna
FUNERAL HOME

5316 Fleet Ave. • Cleveland, OH
7076 Brecksville Rd. • Independence
Phone - 216.520.7335
Pre-Planning Available

 4-E-5-4 For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-0598

5618 Broadview Rd • 216-398-1010
Parma / Seven Hills

“Funeral Directors Who Understand The 
Byzantine Tradition”

Celebrating Life Since 1927
356 W. Aurora Rd. • Sagamore Hills, OH

330-467-4500
ferfoliafuneralhomes.com

Call: 216-531-1900
MONDAY - FRIDAY 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM

D E T A I L S  A T :

AmericanMutual.org

  

4682 State Rd  •  Cleveland  •  440-886-2558  •  unitycatholiccu.org

SAVING MEMBERS MONEY 
EVERYDAY, ASK HOW WE 

CAN HELP YOU
Finance your car with Unity and 

we will donate $50 to the 
church or school of your choice

THIS SPACE IS

Contact Jason Novicky to place an ad today! 
jnovicky@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6542 
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 Compliments
 of...

Carolyn Kuczmarski, Agent
CLU® ChFC® CASL®

7119 Brecksville Rd. (at Hillside)
216-328-0280

www.ckuczmarski.com216-341-3413

Your trusted community painters! 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

216-459-8684 • TothPainting.com

Howard Hanna Real Estate Services 8949 Brecksville Rd. Brecksville, OH 44141

Tom Kundmueller
realtor®

Mobile: (216) 630-9689
tomkundmueller@howardhanna.com


