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Giving  Back to the Giver 

 

       St. Paul teaches several principles for giving in 2 Cor. 9. First, in v.5 he notes that 

all giving should be “a matter of generosity and not as a grudging obligation.” He 

then adds: “But this I say: He who sows 

sparingly will also reap sparingly, and 

he who sows bountifully will also reap 

bountifully. So, let each one give as he 

purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or 

of necessity; for God loves a cheerful 

giver.” In v.7 St. Paul sees the individual 

believer as responsible for determining 

the amount he can give “as he 

purposes in his heart”.  

 

       Instead of giving a set amount (the 

tithe), the believer is expected to give 

as his heart dictates, out of his faith 

that he is “in Christ.” Some, like popular 

Orthodox author Frederica Mathewes-

Green, believe that a commitment to 

tithing, like fasting, can foster spiritual 

growth. She recommends, “Aim to 

give a percentage of your income. 

Start with whatever percentage you 

give now, and raise it a little each year. In time, you will reach the tithe. Then you will 

be giving as generously as the people of the Bible, who lived in conditions we would 

see as abject poverty. … there is no better indication of your priorities.”  

 



 

 

October 18, 2020 

Glory to Jesus Christ! 

 

Liturgy Schedule 
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� ������������������� ����Altar Servers              Lectors            Greeters 

October 24    4:00 p.m.       D. Kattler & J. Bremner B. Fortlage  — 

October 25   10:30 a.m.       C. Lupia & G. Lupia  S. Jarosak  — 
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       Part of “accepting” that we are in the midst of 

a Pandemic is thinking of creative ways to move 

forward. In other words, realizing that at the 

moment we can’t do things the way they were 

always done, but may be able to carry on with 

certain variations. One example of this is the 50/50 

Club Annual Banquet (no meal but increased prize money given away).  

 

       Starting next Sunday we’re going to resume coffee/donuts after liturgy—with health precautions 

in place. (The mind-set being that people are gathering in restaurants with proper distancing and 

sanitizing, why can’t we—and we can!) We’ll gauge the interest by seeing how many people come 

downstairs.   

 

       The details have yet to be worked out, but we are making an attempt at holding the annual    

St. Nicholas celebration on December 6.  The bottom line is there is a clamoring by many to inch 

back toward modified versions of some of the social/communal aspects of our parish. I feel this can 

be done with some ingenuity and prudence rather than continue to be in a shutdown mode.  

 

       In the meantime, we still are abiding by State and Diocesan regulations pertaining to public 

worship. We are distancing in the church itself and to date there has not been crowding issues. (The 

ushers have been instructed to monitor this.) A portion of those attending have chosen to 

participate in the liturgy in one of our alternative ways. 

 

�� Anywhere in the parking lot tuned in to 104.3 FM (outside Communion station) 

�� In our big hall on closed-circuit TV (outside Communion station) 

�� In front of the church taking advantage of the outdoor speaker system (outside 

Communion station) 

�� In the church vestibule (outside or indoor Communion) 

 

       Any way you slice it, it’s about keeping the Sabbath Holy while being able to receive the 

Eucharist. Talk about creativity, we’ve done it in order to accommodate everyone’s needs! 

 

       Have a blessed week! 

 

 

 



 

 

Our ByzanTEEN Program has resumed! Fr. Cyril 

Pinchak SJ has stepped up and is running the 

sessions for the time being. The plans are to meet 

on Sundays at 5:00. Tonight we once again will 

gather at the pavilion (with the fireplace blazing) 

for a presentation on a relevant topic followed 

by discussion and refreshments. This will include 

ByzanTEENS from throughout Northeast Ohio. 

Feel free to bring a friend! 

 

Parish Meeting Delayed Till 2021 

The Advisory Board decided there will not be 

a “Parish Meeting” this year. Because of 

dealing with Covid measures and not meeting 

for a couple of months, ideas/suggestions from 

last year’s gathering have not been covered 

yet and still need to be discussed. 

 

Clothing Distribution  

The clothing room operated by the  

St. Joseph Outreach has resumed 

operation at the former Parkview School in 

Parma. Winter clothing items are needed 

especially coats and children’s clothes. Please 

call Barbara Shepard to make arrangements for 

pick-up (440-427-5999). 

 

Pro-Life Prayer Service 

There will be a “Pro-Life” prayer service on 

October 28

th

 starting with the rosary at 7:00. 

 

Community News 

�� The Garfield Hts. Knights of Columbus are 

sponsoring a Clambake on October 25. Pick-

up time is from 1-2. The cost is $25. To reserve 

a bake call 216-662-2277 ext 3 by 8:00 p.m. 

on October 22. 

�� St. Mary Magdalene Church (Fairview Park) is 

ho lding thei r  annual  “European 

Festival” (take-out only) on October 24 (12-7) 

and 25(12-6). Call Carol at 440-734-3062 for 

menu options. 

�� The Garfield Hts. Knights of Columbus are 

having a “Thanksgiving Dinner” on      

October 28. Orders can be picked up from   

4-6. The cost is $10 for adults and $8 for 

children twelve and under. Call 216-662-2277 

ext 2 by October 26 at noon to reserve a 

dinner. 

 

 

 

Diocesan Stewardship Campaign 

The 2020-21 Diocesan Stewardship 

Campaign officially kicks off today. Every 

registered household should’ve received a 

pledge form from the chancery office. 

(Along with a brochure explaining where 

the money is directed.) Our goal has been 

raised to $23,000.00. We need participation 

from everyone in order to meet this lofty 

standard. All money over the goal will be 

returned to the parish. Bishop Milan is 

counting on our support! 

 

Thanks to everyone who 

contributed to the Peter’s 

Pence Special Collection as 

requested by the Diocese. A check will be 

written in the amount of $458.00 

 

50/50 Club Winners 

Congratulations to this month’s $60 winners! 

 

#24 Phyllis Piecuch 

#210 Jeffrey Spetrino 

#73 Dennis Shell 

#208 Ron Misconish, Jr. 

 

 

Your Weekly Offering 

October 11, 2020 

Sunday: 

e-giving: 

 Student Envelopes: 

Cash: 

Candles: 

Holy Days: 

Building Fund: 

Total: 

$4,436.00 

190.00 

6.00 

50.00 

93.00 

56.00 

76.00 

$4,907.00 

Have you remembered St. Joseph Church  

 in your Will and/or Trust? 

 

 

 

Everyone should have received a letter 

from Father this past week. (They were 

mailed on Tuesday.) If you didn’t please 

call the office. The letter provided the latest 

information on our approach to the 

Pandemic.  
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       Catholic teaching offers a unique perspective on crime and punishment. It begins with the recognition 

that the dignity of the human person applies to both victims and offenders.  It affirms our commitment to 

seek justice, comfort and support victims and their families while acknowledging the God-given dignity of 

every human life, even for those who do great harm. Catholic teaching on human life is rooted in the belief 

that all ife has inherent dignity and is a gift from God that must be respected and defended from 

conception until natural death. 

 

       In his encyclical The Gospel of Life, Pope John Paul II challenged followers of Christ to be 

“unconditionally pro life.” He reminded us that “the dignity of human life must never be taken away, even 

in the case of someone who has done great evil. Modern society has the means of protecting itself, without 

definitively denying criminals the chance to reform.” (Gospel of Life, 27) 

 

       The Catechism of the Catholic Church explains that “the traditional teaching of the Church does not 

exclude recourse to the death penalty, if this is the only possible way of effectively defending human lives 

against the unjust aggressor. If, however, non-lethal means are sufficient to defend and protect people’s 

safety from the aggressor, authority will limit itself to such means’ (CCC, 2267). The test of whether the death 

penalty can be used is not the gravity of the offense, but whether it is absolutely necessary to protect 

society. The Catechism adds that today “the cases in which the execution of the offender is an absolute 

necessity ‘are very rare, if not practically non-existent’” (CCC,2267. 

 

       In 2005 the Catholic bishops of the United States issued  A Culture of Life and the Penalty of Death. In 

the document the bishops stated that the gift of life must be respected and protected; “that every life is a 

precious gift from God (see Gn 2:7, 21-23) and that we are all created in God’s image and redeemed by 

Jesus Christ, who himself was crucified. They acknowledged that sentences such as “life in prison without 

parole” provide non-lethal alternatives and called for an end to the use of the death penalty in the United 

States, stating “it is time for our nation to abandon the illusion that we can protect life by taking life.” Ending 

the death penalty would be one important step away from a culture of death and toward building a 

culture of life. 

 

—United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
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ACTIVITY CENTER & HALL RESERVATIONS: 440-526-0016 

CONFESSIONS: One half hour before liturgies for fifteen minutes and by request 

MEN’S CLUB: 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

LADIES’ AUXILIARY: 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

A-OK CLUB: 2nd Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

COFFEE SOCIAL: Every Sunday after liturgy 

EASTERN CATHOLIC FORMATION (ECF) CLASSES: Sundays 9:00 a.m.–10:20 a.m. 

BULLETIN INFORMATION DEADLINE: Tuesday noon 

 

From a victim’s family… 

       No one in our family ever wanted to see the killer of our brother and his wife put to death. We felt in-

stinctively that vengeance wouldn’t alleviate our grief. We wanted this murderer in prison so he could 

never hurt another person. But wishing he would suffer and die would only have diminished us and shriv-

eled our own souls.  Hatred doesn’t heal. Every time the state kills a person, human society moves in the 

direction of its lowest, most base urges. We don’t have to take that choice. Our lawmakers have the ca-

pacity to help us abolish the death penalty and along with it, the fantasy that it will make the pain go 

away.          —Mary Bosco VanValkenburg 



“You Bend ‘Em, We’ll Mend ‘Em”

ANDY’S
AUTO BODY

UNIBODY SPECIALISTS
10135 Broadview Rd. • Broadview Hts.

838-4343

SIMON’S
RESTAURANT & DELI
7770 Chippewa Rd. • Brecksville

“Quality Catering Specialist”

(440) 526-6880
www.simonsbrecksville.com

HOPKO FUNERAL
HOME

6020 Broadview Rd. • Parma, OH 44134
–– 216-661-0033 ––

Our Family Serving yOur Family FOr Over 100 yearS

Independence
bank

A Full Service Bank
(216) 447-1444

4401 Rockside Road
Independence

Fortuna
FUNERAL HOME

5316 Fleet Ave. • Cleveland, OH
7076 Brecksville Rd. • Independence
Phone - 216.520.7335
Pre-Planning Available

 4-E-5-4 For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-0598

5618 Broadview Rd • 216-398-1010
Parma / Seven Hills

“Funeral Directors Who Understand The 
Byzantine Tradition”

Celebrating Life Since 1927
356 W. Aurora Rd. • Sagamore Hills, OH

330-467-4500
ferfoliafuneralhomes.com

Call: 216-531-1900
MONDAY - FRIDAY 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM

D E T A I L S  A T :

AmericanMutual.org

  

4682 State Rd  •  Cleveland  •  440-886-2558  •  unitycatholiccu.org

SAVING MEMBERS MONEY 
EVERYDAY, ASK HOW WE 

CAN HELP YOU
Finance your car with Unity and 

we will donate $50 to the 
church or school of your choice

THIS SPACE IS

Contact Jason Novicky to place an ad today! 
jnovicky@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6542 

z

216-341-3413

Your trusted community painters! 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

216-459-8684 • TothPainting.com

Howard Hanna Real Estate Services 8949 Brecksville Rd. Brecksville, OH 44141

Tom Kundmueller
realtor®

Mobile: (216) 630-9689
tomkundmueller@howardhanna.com

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.


