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Feast of St. Nicholas 

Last December, on the feast of St. Nicholas, a group of 

excited preschool children gathered around a priest in a 

classroom in the remote village of Jakubany in eastern 

Slovakia.  Father Damian Saraka was there to usher in an 

annual custom: to greet the beloved St. Nicholas and his 

scary sidekick, the devil. This year, the young Greek Catholic 

priest had another reason for attending the event. Dorothy, 

his daughter, sat among the giddy children. 

 

Every feast of St. Nicholas, the bishop and his less than saintly 

companion visit Jakubany, checking whether or not children 

know their prayers. St Nicholas rewards those who do with 

candy and other goodies. The devil threatens to punish those 

who do not. 

 

Under communism, authorities discouraged the custom in 

favor of the more secular Santa Claus. But in this Rusyn Greek 

Catholic village, residents flouted the restriction and continued to host the saint and the 

imp, impressing upon their children the necessity of prayer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Donations for this year’s Giving Tree recipients (Mary Queen of Peace 

Parish/School in Cleveland and St. Joe parishioners in need of assistance) 

are due by next weekend. Place the envelope in the collection basket or 

send it via U.S. mail. (For those who haven’t been in church and still want 

to donate, just send your check to the church appropriately marked with 

checks made payable to St. Joseph A-OK Club). 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

December 6. 2020 

Christ is Among Us! 

 

Liturgy Schedule 
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As we enter the month of December, you might be curious as to 

what “options” you might have come Christmas Eve and Christmas 

Day in terms of “church.” At last month’s Advisory Board Meeting 

the consensus was that what we have in place should be sufficient 

to meet the demand for seating. The “key” here is our closed-circuit 

broadcast in the hall. Once the church is filled to it’s optimum “safe 

capacity” the usher’s will direct folks downstairs where there will be 

plenty of social-distanced seating available. You will also still have 

the choice of listening to the liturgy from anywhere in the parking lot on 104.3. I would think 

the Eucharist for Christmas would be extremely important, but for those who have health 

reasons to stay away, both liturgies will be live-streamed on YouTube via our website (or by 

subscription). Next weekend your options are as described above.  

 

During this time of preparation for the Feast of Our Lord’s Nativity, let’s continue to be faith 

driven with a solid focus on the Christ Child who came into the world as Our Savior! 

Confession Opportunities 

 

There are some additional times set aside for the Sacrament of 

Confession. Consider taking advantage of this beautiful 

instrument of God’s mercy prior to the Feast of His Holy Birth. 

 

 

December 19…2:45-3:45 

December 20…9:30-10:15 

Christmas Eve…2:00—4:00 

 

 

 



 

 

The 50/50 Club Grand Drawing 

was held on November 22 in 

the hall after liturgy. This year, 

because there was not a 

banquet, an additional 

$2,500.00 in prize money was 

given away. Here’s a list of all the lucky 

winners. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can join the fun by calling Joe Csornok   

(216-524-6344). He has numbers available for 

the new session. The cost is $70 for the year and 

makes you eligible for the weekly $60 prize. It 

also gives you a seat at the Banquet in 

November (food, drinks, music, grand drawing) 

which we anticipate being able to hold. 

 

 

 

Catholic Communication Campaign 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the 

Catholic Communication Campaign as 

requested by the Diocese. A check in the 

amount of $130.00 will be sent to the 

Chancery. 

 

Stewardship Update 

  Donors:  52 

  Amount: $10,630.00 

  Goal: $23,000.00 

 

(A reminder that your pledge and check 

should be sent directly to the Chancery 

Office in Independence.) 

 

 

Banns of Marriage III  

Bianca Eadeh & Brandon St. John 

 

Donation Envelopes/Calendars 

Next weekend envelopes and calendars for 

the year 2021 will be available in the vestibule. 

(If you have been attending and would like to 

formally join, there will be a list for you to sign 

with your name and phone number.) 

 

 

Your Weekly Offering 

November 22, 2020 

November 29, 2020 

Sunday: 

e-giving: 

8 Student Envelopes: 

Cash: 

Candles: 

Holy Days: 

Building Fund: 

Thanksgiving: 

Total: 

$3,069.00 

185.00 

8.00 

— 

78.00 

221.00 

2.00 

200.00 

$3,763.00 

Sunday: 

e-giving: 

 6 Student Envelopes: 

Cash: 

Candles: 

Holy Days: 

Flowers: 

Thanksgiving: 

Christmas: 

Total: 

$4,910.00 

235.00 

10.00 

45.00 

97.00 

15.00 

30.00 

3909.00 

70.00 

$5,802.00 

Someone you know may need this information:  

Alternatives to Abortion— 

1-800-712-HELP (4357)  

Accessible 24 hours a day.  

Serviced by a live person at all times. 
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Parish Sympathies 

Mary Ann Martinek was buried this past 

week at the age of 90. For the past 

number of years she has been on our 

monthly Communion visitation list as a 

resident at Jennings in Garfield Hts. Mary Ann was a 

member of the Ladies’ Auxiliary, worked at our bingo 

when we had it, as well as our fish fries. She also helped 

at the Sunday coffee/donut social for many years. Her 

daughter Terri would get her to church quite often in a 

wheel chair when the weather was nice prior to Covid. 

She was a faith-filled and dedicated parishioner. Parish 

sympathies are extended to Terri during this time of loss.    

       In blessed repose grant rest O Lord to Your 

Handmaid Mary Ann and may her memory be eternal! 

 

       Parish sympathies are also extended to Joan 

Klinkovsky and family. Her son Daniel died recently at 

the age of 37 following a long battle with cancer.  

 

Please Pray 

Please remember all the sick/suffering in your prayers, 

especially Paul Asmondy (Medina); Diane Balasz (Parkside 

Villa; rehab); Bill Chalfa (Parkside Villa rehab) and Bea 

Chrustic (home). 

Altar Server Gathering 

The altar server Christmas gathering 

will be limited this year to a dinner at 

the London Pickle Works on  

December 15 at 5:30 (no gift 

exchange or games back at the 

church). If your son(s) will be 

attending, please have them sign the 

list in the sacristy by next Sunday. 

 

Christmas Mail 

The A-OK Club has decided to keep 

the mail boxes open for the Christmas 

season. A bottle of hand sanitizer will 

be placed at the site. (It’s a nickel to 

mail a card.) 

 

Still Christmas Shopping? 

Our religious article counter will be 

open after liturgy for the next two 

weekends.  

Immaculate Conception:  

December 8 

 

       In relation to the redemption of mankind, Mary’s position was obviously unique and it should not be 

surprising that her personal redemption by her divine Son was unique. She was not delivered or liberated from 

sin into which she had fallen, nor was she cleansed from sin with which she had been infected; rather she was 

preserved and kept from falling into sin, the infection of original sin was prevented in her case and at the very 

first instant of her existence in her mother’s womb. She was conceived immaculate by her mother—free from 

sin and endowed with the grace of Christ by reason of the anticipated merits of his passion and death. 

 

       The preservation of Mary from inheriting the state of original sin is commonly called her Immaculate 

Conception. This does not mean, as so many erroneously think,  her virginal conception of Christ, and it is not 

bound up with the fact that Christ had no human father but was miraculously conceived by Mary. Nor does it 

mean that Mary was conceived by her mother in a miraculous manner, without marriage relations with her 

husband. No, as far as Mary’s parents were concerned, she was conceived in the natural manner of human 

reproduction. Being conceived in the natural manner, Mary would have been conceived without the grace 

of God and would have inherited the state of lost innocence, as do all those who descent from Adam by 

natural human generation. But God saved her from it because of the part she was to play in his divine plan. 

 

       The faith of the Catholic Church in the Immaculate Conception is thus simply expressed:  The Blessed 

Virgin Mary, in the first moment of her conception, by a singular privilege of Almighty God, in view of the merits 

of Jesus Christ, our Savior, was preserved from all stain of original sin. 

 

Tuesday is a Solemn Holyday. The liturgy will be  

celebrated at 7:00 p.m. We are hoping to have it live-streamed. 

 



“You Bend ‘Em, We’ll Mend ‘Em”

ANDY’S
AUTO BODY

UNIBODY SPECIALISTS
10135 Broadview Rd. • Broadview Hts.

838-4343

SIMON’S
RESTAURANT & DELI
7770 Chippewa Rd. • Brecksville

“Quality Catering Specialist”

(440) 526-6880
www.simonsbrecksville.com

HOPKO FUNERAL
HOME

6020 Broadview Rd. • Parma, OH 44134
–– 216-661-0033 ––

Our Family Serving Your Family for over 100 Years

Independence
bank

A Full Service Bank
(216) 447-1444

4401 Rockside Road
Independence

Fortuna
FUNERAL HOME

5316 Fleet Ave. • Cleveland, OH
7076 Brecksville Rd. • Independence
Phone - 216.520.7335
Pre-Planning Available

	 4-E-5-4	 For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com	 14-0598

5618 Broadview Rd • 216-398-1010
Parma / Seven Hills

“Funeral Directors Who Understand The 
Byzantine Tradition”

Celebrating Life Since 1927
356 W. Aurora Rd. • Sagamore Hills, OH

330-467-4500
ferfoliafuneralhomes.com

Call: 216-531-1900
MONDAY - FRIDAY 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM

D E T A I L S  A T :

AmericanMutual.org

		

4682 State Rd  •  Cleveland  •  440-886-2558  •  unitycatholiccu.org

SAVING MEMBERS MONEY 
EVERYDAY, ASK HOW WE 

CAN HELP YOU
Finance your car with Unity and 

we will donate $50 to the 
church or school of your choice

THIS SPACE IS

Contact Jason Novicky to place an ad today! 
jnovicky@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6542 

z

216-341-3413

Your trusted community painters! 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

216-459-8684 • TothPainting.com

Howard Hanna Real Estate Services 8949 Brecksville Rd. Brecksville, OH 44141

Tom Kundmueller
realtor®

Mobile: (216) 630-9689
tomkundmueller@howardhanna.com

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.


