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Thanks to everyone who participated in this 

year’s “Giving Tree.” The A-OK Club will meet 

tomorrow night to count the money donated 

and determine the distribution between Mary 

Queen of Peace Church/School in Cleveland and parish families in need 

(Mary Queen of Peace getting the larger portion). 

 

 

 

St. Nicholas Celebration 

       Because of the Covid-19 virus the crowd was much, much 

smaller than in previous years, but no less enthusiastic! Close to 

seventy people safely enjoyed celebrating our Patron Saint last 

Sunday. For the first time St. Nicholas met with the children in church, 

near the St. Nicholas icon, right after the Divine Liturgy.  

 

       Parish thanks to GCU Lodge 302 for providing the treat bag. Everyone then ventured 

into the main hall for dinner consisting of roast beef, chicken tenders and shrimp (and sides). 

Many thanks to Bob Dirda and his crew for preparing the meal. (Not our usual potluck.) 

Caterer Fran Russo was on hand to make certain we followed all the state health 

procedures pertaining to banquet halls. We also thank the St. Joseph Outreach for 

contributing the shrimp, fries and plates. The Men’s Club and Ladies’ Auxiliary shared the 

costs of the other food items. Following the meal participants enjoyed a round of St. 

Nicholas Jeopardy. A representative from each table took turns battling wits with St. Nick 

and The Grinch!. St. Nick of course was the overall winner, but in “generosity” he gave the 

prize to the table with the most points. (Thanks to the A-OK Club for donating the Handel’s 

gift cards.) Parish “thanks” to St. Nick, The Grinch and the Soundman for being outstanding 

in their roles. Much appreciation also to everyone who attended and demonstrated that 

we can still have some fun in a safe manner!  

 

       Hopefully next year we’ll be able to hold our usual grand affair. (You can find photo 

highlights from this event on the last page of the bulletin and many additional highlights, 

including video footage from “St. Nicholas Jeopardy” on our Website and Facebook 

page.) 

Giving Tree 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

December 13, 2020 

Christ is Among Us! 

 

Liturgy Schedule 
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       We had a very successful celebration of St. Nicholas last 

Sunday. You can read all about it elsewhere in this bulletin. 

Make sure you check out highlights on our website and 

Facebook page.  

 

       It has been decided by our Advisory Board that the 

options we currently have in place for the Divine Liturgy 

should suit our needs for the upcoming Christmas Holyday 

and meet the demands for seating. The “key” is our closed-circuit broadcast on a big screen in the 

hall. We will have chairs set up to accommodate over a hundred people with social distancing 

factored in. The choice of listening anywhere in our parking lot on 104.3 will also be available. The 

ushers will be monitoring the “in church” seating, making sure it conforms to the state regulations. 

(Be aware that “individuals” may be asked to switch pews in order to accommodate families.) If 

you are feeling healthy, receiving the Eucharist at Christmas, I believe, should be high on the priority 

list.  

 

       Next weekend your options for church are identical to those described above (car, hall and in 

church). Both liturgies will be live-streamed and archived on YouTube. (Go to our website at 

stjoebyz.com or subscribe.) 

 

       Let us continue to prepare spiritually for the commemoration of the Birth of Our Lord and Savior! 

ECF Christmas Program 

Next Sunday make plans to 

remain IN CHURCH after the 

liturgy for a short Christmas 

Program presented by our ECF 

students. It will also be live-

streamed and broadcast in the 

hall via closed circuit TV and on 

radio station 104.3 in our parking 

lot.  

 

 

 

 

Confession Opportunities 

 

There are some additional times set 

as ide for  the  Sacrament of 

Confession. Consider taking 

advantage of this beautiful 

instrument of God’s mercy prior 

to the Feast of His Holy Birth. 

 

 

December 19…2:45-3:45 

December 20…9:30-10:15 

Christmas Eve…2:00—4:00 

 

 

 



 

 

Our Sympathy 

     Bill Chalfa died on December 4

th

.  He has 

been on our monthly Communion visitation list 

off and on for the past couple of years. He was 

88. All services were private. 

     In blessed repose grant rest O Lord to Your 

Servant William and may his memory be eternal! 

 

Building Commission Meeting 

The Building Commission will meet on 

Thursday in the church vestibule at 6:00. Next 

Sunday after the ECF Christmas Program 

we’ll be decorating the church for 

Christmas. Extra hands are always needed.  

 

Please remember all the sick/

suffering in your prayers, 

especially Paul Asmondy 

(Brookdale at Camelot); Diane 

Balasz (Parkside Villa; rehab) and Bea 

Chrustic (home). 

 

Community News 

The Garfield Hts. Knights of Columbus is 

sponsoring a “Pork Cutlet Dinner” on 

December 16. Carryout only from 4:00-6:30. 

Adults $10 and children under twelve $8. 

Reservations need to be made by 

December 13. Call 216-662-2277 x2. 

 

 

Retired Religious Collection 

Next weekend is the final “Special 

Collection” of the year as requested by our 

Chancery. In conjunction with the United 

States Conference of Catholic Bishops, the 

money will be sent to the fund for Retired 

Religious (monks and nuns). The Sisters of St. 

Basil in Uniontown benefit from this. If you are 

so inclined to donate, write a check out to 

St. Joseph Church, put it in an appropriately 

marked envelope and drop it in next week’s 

collection basket. (We’ll send a lump sum 

check to the Diocese.) 

 

Donation Envelopes/Calendars 

We once again thank John Hopko at the Hopko 

Funeral Home for sponsoring the 2021 liturgical 

calendar. Pick one up along with your 2021 box 

of envelopes in the vestibule. If you are 

interested in e-giving, call Michele Wiltshire    

(440-526-0016) and she’ll help get you set up. If 

you have been attending and would like to 

formally join the parish (recommended) sign the 

list on the table with the envelopes. 

 

 

 

The ByzanTEENS from throughout the Cleveland 

area will meet next Sunday at 5:00 in our Activity 

Center for another gathering with Fr. Cyril 

Pinchak SJ and Fr. Lukas Mitro. The following 

Sunday will be a Christmas Dinner also in our 

Activity Center (5:00). All teens are invited! Bring 

a friend. 

 

 

 

Your Weekly Offering 

December 6, 2020 

Sunday: 

e-giving: 

6 Student Envelopes: 

Cash: 

Candles: 

Holy Days: 

Flowers: 

Building Fund: 

Thanksgiving: 

Christmas: 

Total: 

$5,425.00 

305.00 

10.00 

20.00 

107.00 

495.00 

30.00 

245.00 

325.00 

435.00 

$7,397.00 

Have you remembered St. Joseph Church  

 in your Will and/or Trust? 

Altar Server Gathering 

The altar server Christmas gathering will be 

limited this year to a dinner at the London 

Pickle Works on  December 15 at 5:30 (no 

gift exchange or games back at the 

church). If your son(s) will be attending, 

please have them contact Father by this 

evening. 

 

Christmas Mail 

The A-OK Club has decided to keep the 

mail boxes open for the Christmas season. 

A bottle of hand sanitizer will be placed at 

the site. (It’s a nickel to mail a card.) 

 

Still Christmas Shopping? 

Our religious article counter will be open 

after liturgy for the next two weekends.  

 



 

 

Photo Highlights from 

the St. Nick Celebration 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos courtesy of  

Shalimar Masters and Dawn Tinter 

Father interviewing St. Nick for the sermon…

check it out on our website 

Mariella Masters, Molly Percic and Miriam 

Masters visiting St. Nick after liturgy 

The Grinch, St. Nick, and Ivana Hallis playing St. Nick  

Jeopardy (Ivana had the top score among table reps and 

won the $40 in Handel’s Ice Cream certificates) 

The Grinch even brought Maxx!  Nora Tinter and 

Mariella Masters  

enjoying some  

dancing! 
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THIS SPACE IS

“You Bend ‘Em, We’ll Mend ‘Em”

ANDY’S
AUTO BODY

UNIBODY SPECIALISTS
10135 Broadview Rd. • Broadview Hts.

838-4343

Fortuna
FUNERAL HOME

5316 Fleet Ave. • Cleveland, OH
7076 Brecksville Rd. • Independence
Phone - 216.520.7335
Pre-Planning Available

  

4682 State Rd  •  Cleveland  •  440-886-2558  •  unitycatholiccu.org

SAVING MEMBERS MONEY 
EVERYDAY, ASK HOW WE 

CAN HELP YOU
Finance your car with Unity and 

we will donate $50 to the 
church or school of your choice

Contact Jason Novicky to place an ad today! 
jnovicky@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6542 

216-341-3413

Your trusted community painters! 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

216-459-8684 • TothPainting.com

Howard Hanna Real Estate Services 8949 Brecksville Rd. Brecksville, OH 44141

Tom Kundmueller
realtor®

Mobile: (216) 630-9689
tomkundmueller@howardhanna.com

SIMON’S
RESTAURANT & DELI
7770 Chippewa Rd. • Brecksville

“Quality Catering Specialist”

(440) 526-6880
www.simonsbrecksville.com

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.

Celebrating Life Since 1927
356 W. Aurora Rd. • Sagamore Hills, OH

330-467-4500
ferfoliafuneralhomes.com

HOPKO FUNERAL
HOME

6020 Broadview Rd. • Parma, OH 44134
–– 216-661-0033 ––

Our Family Serving yOur Family FOr Over 100 yearS

5618 Broadview Rd • 216-398-1010
Parma / Seven Hills

“Funeral Directors Who Understand The 
Byzantine Tradition”

Independence
bank

A Full Service Bank
(216) 447-1444

4401 Rockside Road
Independence

Call: 216-531-1900
MONDAY - FRIDAY 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM

D E T A I L S  A T :

AmericanMutual.org


