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Dear Parishioner: 

 

       Many people are fans of the long-running 

Network Game Show “Jeopardy.” Alex Trebek, the 

popular host, died last month of cancer. Somewhat 

as a “tribute,” the “table game” at our St. Nicholas 

Celebration was called “St. Nick Jeopardy.” The 

definition of the word “jeopardy” in Webster’s 

dictionary is “exposure to danger or death.” It sure 

seems to define these past nine months around the 

world. Realistically speaking, ever since Jesus Christ 

arrived on the scene, the life of a believer is never  

in jeopardy. Jesus promised in John 3:16 “that 

whoever believes in Him does not die, but attains 

eternal life!” That is of course why we reference Him 

at this time of the year as “Christ the Savior is Born!” 

He saved us! Our lives technically are no longer in 

danger. Putting it in game show terms…The answer 

is:  The One who keeps us from all fear, including 

death.  The question is:  Who is Jesus Christ Our Lord! 

 

       May our celebration of this Birth, certainly 

different for many this year, still serve as a reminder 

that He is always Our Eternal Hope! 

 

In the Glory of the Season, 

 

 

 

Fr. Bruce S. Riebe 

 



 

 

December 20, 2020 

Christ is Born! 

 

Liturgy Schedule 

Monday December 21 No Liturgy  

Tuesday December 22 8:00 a.m. Health of Cheryl Mason by Kathy Ulrich 

Wednesday December 23 8:00 a.m. Health of Bill Vagas by Jim/Pat Lesnick 

Thursday December 24 Christmas Eve 

   9:30 p.m. Carols 

                 10:00 p.m. †Carol Sandy by Ray/Jackie Pfiel 

Friday December 25 Christmas (Holyday of Obligation) 

                 10:30 a.m. Intention of the Parishioners 

Saturday December 26 Simple Holyday:  Synaxis of Holy Family  

   9:00 a.m. †John Macik by Betty Macik 

   Vigil Liturgy 

   4:00 p.m. †Grant Chignoli by Bob Karges 

Sunday December 27 St. Stephen 

                  10:30 a.m. Intention of the Parishioners 

 

                  Altar Servers                     Lectors          

December 24      10:00 p.m. N. & M. Masters & B. & J. Hallis  A. Lizanich 

December 25      10:30 a.m. L. Tinter & J. Bremner   B. Fortlage 

December 26        9:00 a.m. L. Tinter & D. Tytko 

December 26        4:00 p.m. J. & J. Kodek     J. Foreman  

December 27      10:30 a.m. B., J. & W. Hallis    G. Kolenich 

 

For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this  

will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.  Luke 2:11-12 

       We are about ready to commemorate Christ’s Holy Birth! It remains a Holy Day 

of Obligation for Byzantine Catholics. What we have had in place these past few 

months will still be operative. This means that seating in church is limited (and for the 

first time might be an issue) because of social distancing. However, we will have 

over one hundred chairs situated in our main hall for an anticipated overflow crowd. 

There will be our usual closed-circuit broadcast on a big screen. Some folks still might 

prefer remaining in their cars and listening on 104.3 (some people have been live-streaming on their 

phones) anywhere in the parking lot. We will have a deacon at the alternate Communion station in the 

hall foyer.  

 

       The Christmas Eve liturgy starts at 10:00 p.m. Carols will precede this at 9:30 (sheets will be available 

from tables in the vestibule and the small foyer upon entering the hall). The Christmas Day Liturgy 

begins at 10;30 a.m.  All parishioners should’ve received a pastoral letter from me this week in the mail 

that also contained the times for services. I ask that individuals be charitable toward families when it 

comes to “seating” in the church itself. I am informing the ushers to be mindful of this as well. The 

weekend services will have the same options as for Christmas. Father Cyril Pinchak SJ, a parish son, will 

be the celebrant in my absence. I’m sure he’ll have a wonderful message and has hinted that it could 

be connected to Pope Francis dedicating this as “The Year of St. Joseph. All services will be live-

streamed on YouTube with an archived version available on our website (stjoebyz.com) and  

Facebook page. 

 

       The church, as always, thanks to our dedicated group of volunteers, will be decorated beautifully. 

Come and make the most of the present opportunity! 

 



 

 

Thank You! 

The response to the “Giving Tree” was 

incredible! The A-OK Club received 

$4,470.00, most of which will be given to 

Mary Queen of Peace Roman Catholic Church in 

Cleveland to purchase gifts for children in their parish 

and school in hardship situations. Some families in our 

own parish in need of assistance will also be helped. 

(We did receive donations from all over the country 

thanks to our YouTube presence with the liturgy.) 

 

Deacon Robert on Leave 

Deacon Robert requested and has been granted a 

personal leave of absence by Bishop Milan Lach SJ from 

December 11 to March 1. During this time all diaconal 

ministries and participation in liturgical services are 

suspended. (If you would like to contact him during this 

time, e-mail him at robert.p.kirschner@gmail.com.) We 

wish him well during this time of discernment. 

 

Day of  Fast 

The liturgical calendar indicates that Christmas Eve is 

a traditional day of fasting. 

 

Christmas Eve Confession Available 

Father will be in the confessional on Christmas Eve 

from 2:00-4:00. 

 

Christmas Eve Social Cancelled 

There will not be a social in the hall this year following 

the Christmas Eve Liturgy. We surely should be able to 

resume this popular tradition at St. Joe’s next year! 

 

Synaxis of  Mary—Solemn Holyday 

The day after Christmas is a Solemn Holyday. We 

commemorate the Synaxis of Mary (the Holy Family 

fleeing into Egypt). The Liturgy will be at 9:00 a.m. Fr. 

Cyril Pinchak SJ will be the celebrant. He will also be the 

celebrant at both services next weekend as Father 

Bruce will be traveling to Indiana following the Christmas 

Day liturgy.  

 

ECF on Christmas Break 

ECF classes will be on Christmas recess for the next 

two Sundays. Sessions resume on January 10 at 9:00. 

 

ByzanTEENS from throughout 

Northeast Ohio will gather 

tonight in our Activity Center for a Christmas Dinner. 

Starting time is 5:00. There is no charge. All teens are 

welcome. Bring a friend! Father Cyril Pinchak SJ will also 

be leading a spiritual discussion. 

 

Please Pray 

Please remember all the sick/suffering in your prayers, 

especially Mary Lou Yanachik (The Oakes; rehab); Diane 

Balasz (Parkside Villa; rehab) and Bea Chrustic (home). 

Donation Envelopes/Calendars 

We once again thank John Hopko at the Hopko 

Funeral Home for sponsoring the 2021 liturgical 

calendar. Pick one up along with your 2021 box of 

envelopes in the vestibule. If you are interested in      

e-giving, call Michele Wiltshire (440-526-0016) and 

she’ll help get you set up. If you have been attending 

and would like to formally join the parish 

(recommended) sign the list on the table with the 

envelopes. 

 

� Many thanks to the Men’s Club 

for sponsoring last week’s Altar 

Server Christmas Dinner at the 

London Pickle Works.  

 

� The Garfield Hts. Knights of 

Columbus extends heartfelt thanks 

to everyone who contributed to the Coats for Kids 

Campaign. The Council was able to present a 

check to the organization in the amount of 

$1,360.00. 

 

Lector Schedules 

New lector schedules are available in the mail slots. 

Anyone interested in getting trained for this ministry 

should contact Father. 

 

Daily Prayer Guide 

Thanks to a donation from the Ladies’ Auxiliary and a 

personal benefactor, each household will receive a 

book from Dynamic Catholic entitled, “Do 

Something Beautiful for God.” This is a daily 

prayer guide containing the essential 

teachings of St. Teresa of Calcutta.  They 

will be available in the church vestibule 

and Party Center foyer starting Christmas 

Eve. Make sure you pick one up for some 

uplifting spiritual reading! 

 

 

 

Your Weekly Offering 

December 13, 2020 

Sunday: 

e-giving: 

Student Envelopes: 

Cash: 

Candles: 

Holy Days: 

Flowers: 

Building Fund: 

Christmas: 

In memory Mary Ann Martinek: 

Total: 

$3,250.00 

190.00 

16.00 

130.00 

207.00 

154.00 

330.00 

65.00 

360.00 

100.00 

$4,802.00 

Have you remembered St. Joseph Church  

 in your Will and/or Trust? 

 

 

 



 

 

Christmas  

Reflection 

 

Jesus’ birth was a miracle of 

unparalleled s ignif icance for 

humanity, bringing true light into this 

world of darkness, and beginning the 

unique life that would end in His 

sacrificial death and subsequent 

Resurrection for the salvation of all 

who would believe. To deny it is to 

walk in death even while we still live. 

To believe it is the beginning of 

eternal life. 

 

It’s too easy to think of Jesus as little 

more than the cute baby in the 

manger—the one in the Nativity 

scenes at Christmas time. But Jesus did not remain in swaddling clothes 

forever, Jesus was the Son of God. He was born, He grew up, He preached 

good news, the best news anyone could hear, and He died on the Cross and 

was raised again so that we may be right with God. He is the righteous Judge 

of all humanity, the living and the dead, and He is coming again.  “And He 

shall come again, with glory, to judge both the living and the dead.” 

 

       Don’t just hum the Christmas tunes. Believe the good news!  Whoever you 

are, whatever you have done, your sins can be forgiven. You can live a new 

life in Jesus Christ right now! You can have the hope that passes all hope, the 

hope of eternal life in the Kingdom of God. Don’t turn your back on the 

salvation that God offers you—this is the meaning of Christmas. 
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ACTIVITY CENTER & HALL RESERVATIONS: 440-526-0016 

CONFESSIONS: One half hour before liturgies for fifteen minutes and by request 

MEN’S CLUB: 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

LADIES’ AUXILIARY: 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

A-OK CLUB: 2nd Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

COFFEE SOCIAL: Every Sunday after liturgy 

EASTERN CATHOLIC FORMATION (ECF) CLASSES: Sundays 9:00 a.m.–10:20 a.m. 

BULLETIN INFORMATION DEADLINE: Tuesday noon 
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“You Bend ‘Em, We’ll Mend ‘Em”

ANDY’S
AUTO BODY

UNIBODY SPECIALISTS
10135 Broadview Rd. • Broadview Hts.

838-4343

Fortuna
FUNERAL HOME

5316 Fleet Ave. • Cleveland, OH
7076 Brecksville Rd. • Independence
Phone - 216.520.7335
Pre-Planning Available

  

4682 State Rd  •  Cleveland  •  440-886-2558  •  unitycatholiccu.org

SAVING MEMBERS MONEY 
EVERYDAY, ASK HOW WE 

CAN HELP YOU
Finance your car with Unity and 

we will donate $50 to the 
church or school of your choice

Contact Jason Novicky to place an ad today! 
jnovicky@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6542 

216-341-3413

Your trusted community painters! 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

216-459-8684 • TothPainting.com

Howard Hanna Real Estate Services 8949 Brecksville Rd. Brecksville, OH 44141

Tom Kundmueller
realtor®

Mobile: (216) 630-9689
tomkundmueller@howardhanna.com

SIMON’S
RESTAURANT & DELI
7770 Chippewa Rd. • Brecksville

“Quality Catering Specialist”

(440) 526-6880
www.simonsbrecksville.com

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.

Celebrating Life Since 1927
356 W. Aurora Rd. • Sagamore Hills, OH

330-467-4500
ferfoliafuneralhomes.com

HOPKO FUNERAL
HOME

6020 Broadview Rd. • Parma, OH 44134
–– 216-661-0033 ––

Our Family Serving yOur Family FOr Over 100 yearS

5618 Broadview Rd • 216-398-1010
Parma / Seven Hills

“Funeral Directors Who Understand The 
Byzantine Tradition”

Independence
bank

A Full Service Bank
(216) 447-1444

4401 Rockside Road
Independence

Call: 216-531-1900
MONDAY - FRIDAY 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM

D E T A I L S  A T :

AmericanMutual.org


