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Dear Parishioner: 

 

       Barring illness or other physical limitations, who could even imagine not being in church 

for Easter. Last year we weren’t even given a choice. Due to the Pandemic, the doors were 

closed. No in person celebrations of the Resurrection around the globe! Fortunately many, if 

not most, were at least able to watch services on YouTube. Still, it wasn’t the same.  

 

       This year, even though we’re not out of the woods, it still has that felt sense of coming 

out of a cave and into the light! In other words, we’re back! With modifications and some 

limitations, but we’re able to join our voices together as one and sing “Christ is Risen!” Could 

this even remotely be compared to the apostles who encountered the Risen Lord alive after 

seeing Him hanging on the cross? The jubilation and ecstasy certainly would pale; however, 

that amazing feeling we have EVERY Easter Sunday might be quadrupled in nature because 

of being denied such an experience in 2020. 

 

       I’ve spoken to quite a few people who have actually grown spiritually during this time—

having to devise other means to “connect” with God. Others have told me that they don’t 

take the celebration of the Divine Liturgy for granted…as simply being part of a routine. 

MANY have shared how they genuinely missed receiving the Eucharist during that stretch of 

being shut-down. 

 

       For every cross there is a resurrection. As we commemorate the Resurrection of Jesus 

from the grave, let us live as Easter people, basking in the glow of our salvation! 

 

 

In the Risen Lord, 

 

 

   Fr. Bruce S. Riebe 

 



 

 

Palm Sunday 

We had over 300 people in attendance for 

the Palm Sunday liturgies (in church, 

watching in the hall, listening in the lot or 

sitting outside the church). This, by far, has 

been our largest gathering since the 

churches reopened.  

April 4, 2021 

Christ is Risen! 

Bright Week 
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We keep the Spirit of Easter 

rolling during what we call 

“Bright Week.” Monday is a Solemn 

Holyday (7:00 p.m.). At the close of the 

service a procession will take place 

around the church where an account of 

the Resurrection from each of the 

Evangelists will be taken at the four 

corners. Tuesday is a Simple Holyday   

(7:00 p.m.). The remaining weekday 

morning liturgies will be celebrated as if it 

were Easter. The Royal Doors will remain 

open throughout the week. Our posture for 

prayer, symbolic of the Resurrection, is 

standing until Pentecost. No fasting this 

Friday! (The two Holyday liturgies will be 

live-streamed.) 

 

Divine Mercy Sunday 

We will be hosting a Service 

for Divine Mercy Sunday on 

April 11 at 3:00. You are 

invited to take part. 

Father blessing the palms and pussy willows 

with the assistance of altar servers  

Anthony Masters and Roman Percic 



 

 

St. Thomas Sunday Celebration 

Next Sunday at our St. Thomas Meal,   

21 individuals who stepped up to the 

plate during this time of the Pandemic 

will be revcognized downstairs following 

the Divine Liturgy. 

 

 

Liturgies During the Shutdown 

Deacon Bill, Nick Lizanich, Shalimar Masters 

 

Livestream Filming 

Lenny George, John Paul Masters, Lauren Kattler 

 

Ushers 

Joe Csornok, Jack Pinchot, Lisa Greb, Bill Babin, Larry 

Vasil, Chuck Dorobish, Nick Ihnat, Duane Kattler 

 

Church Sanitizing 

Debra Shufran, Marie Ihnat, Kathy Ulrich, Carla Kattler 

 

Church Prep (books removed, pews taped, signs posted) 

Jeff Cifranic 

 

Money Counters During Shutdown 

Joe & Carol Csornok 

 

Spoon Washer 

Barbara Zaborowski 

 

(If you haven’t signed up and are interested in 

attending, please contact Father by tomorrow night. 

This is not a potluck. The Men’s Club and Ladies’ 

Auxiliary will provide the meal. It will be served 

according to state guidelines.) 

 

St. Joseph Banner 

Next weekend watch for the new “St. Joseph Banner 

Prayer” in the front of the church. (We thank the 

Ladies’ Auxiliary for making this possible with a 

donation.) 

 

Meetings This Week 

��The Advisory Board will meet on Tuesday following 

the Holyday Liturgy. (Work on the updated Mission 

Statement will continue.) 

��The Building Commission will meet on Wednesday at 

6:00. 

 

ECF Next Sunday 

ECF classes resume next Sunday at 9:00. (Only three 

sessions remain.) 

 

Welcome 

We welcome to St. Joe’s Rick and Jolanta Trompak 

from North Royalton. We hope you feel at home in a 

hurry! (Rick is the sister of Linda Primuth.) 

 

Forms for submitting names for the 

calendar are available on the 

vestibule table. 

Lenten Alms 

The Lenten alms banks will be given to the St. Joseph 

Outreach to assist in feeding the homeless at the 

Men’s Shelter in Downtown Cleveland (once the 

restrictions are eased and we’re invited back down). 

 

Lenten Fish Fry Results 

This year’s Lenten Fish Frys took on a different texture. 

All meals were carryout because of the Pandemic. 

This impacted our bottom-line, but we still generated 

a profit of $10,383. A ten percent tithe ($1,038) was 

given to the St. Joseph Outreach. A total of 1,220 

meals were prepared. Many thanks to the 

volunteers—many of whom helped every week. 

Appreciation also to those who patronized the meals 

and told others about them. (We hope to start the 

First Fryday meals in September, depending on where 

things are with the Pandemic.) 

 

Please make sure you read in the current 

edition of Horizons the inspiring article written 

by Shalimar Masters “Resting in the Mystery.”  

 

S.O.M.E. Friday Alms 

Thanks to everyone who participated in S.O.M.E. 

(SoOthersMayEat) Friday. The alms were given to 

“Homeless Hook-Up,” an organization we learned of 

through one of our parishioners. 

Your Weekly Offering 

March 28, 2021 

 

 

Sunday 

e-giving: 

 Student Envelopes: 

Cash: 

Candles: 

Holy Days: 

Flowers: 

Building Fund: 

Good Friday/Holy Saturday: 

Easter: 

Total: 

$4,135.00 

115.00 

25.00 

42.00 

137.00 

174.00 

95.00 

35.00 

105.00 

2,210.00 

$7,073.00 

 

St. Joseph  

“Worker” of the Week 

“I edited a friend/co-worker’s 

promotion portfolio.” 

The “Works of St. Joseph” holy cards are taped to the 

vestibule window. Take a moment to glance at them 

and be inspired to go forth in charitable toil. Drop-off 

boxes for your “work” can be found on the vestibule 

desk and at the alternate Communion station in the hall 

foyer. (Additional cards are found at each location.) 

 

 

April 

 

 17 Norman Bickel 

 24 Robyn Kattler 

 28 Pauline Skabar 

 28 Paige Lesnick 

 2   Christian Lupia 

 7   Anne Andrako 

10   Phil Burne & Lisa Greb( Anniv.) 

12   Mildred Karaffa 

 

 



 

 

       Resurrection is the key to all Christian 

faith. St. Paul knew this and taught the 

Corinthians, “If there is no resurrection of the 

dead, Christ himself has not been raised. And       

if Christ has not been raised,” our preaching is 

void of content and your faith is empty, 

too.” (1 Corinthians 15, 13-14)  This is why 

Easter—the feast of Pascha—is the very center 

of the Church’s year and the very center of our 

life as Christians. On this day we celebrate our 

hope, which is Christ Himself, “Who rose on 

the third day according to the Scriptures.” 

The feast of the Resurrection, of course, does 

not only celebrate an event of history, but a 

mystery which goes beyond history. Christ’s 

rising from the dead is the hope of life for all humanity.   

 

       The resurrection of Lazarus is celebrated by the Church as a sign of this future 

resurrection which has yet to take place for us, “O Christ our God, You confirmed the 

resurrection of all before the time of Your passion by raising Lazarus from the 

dead.” (Troparion of Palm Sunday) The Church’s faith in the Assumption of the Mother of 

God, Mary, is another manifestation of his hope that “this corruptible body must be 

clothed with faith in resurrection that the bodies of Christians are buried with great love 

and reverence and that relics of the saints are honored. To a non-believer, these 

practices appear to be superstition and meaningless.  For our part, however, we must 

have a firm and rational faith and hope in the salvation of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

       The resurrection will take place, but in a way we do not yet understand. Our Lord 

rose from the dead, but He was not the same. He appeared and left mysteriously. His 

identity was held from the disciples from Emmaus until He was revealed in the Liturgy, 

the breaking of the bread.  This is the God we worship on Pascha, the Feast of the 

Resurrection, Who “by death trampled death, and to those in the graves granted life.” 
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ACTIVITY CENTER & HALL RESERVATIONS: 440-526-0016 

CONFESSIONS: One half hour before liturgies for fifteen minutes and by request 

MEN’S CLUB: 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

LADIES’ AUXILIARY: 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

A-OK CLUB: 2nd Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

COFFEE SOCIAL: Every Sunday after liturgy 

EASTERN CATHOLIC FORMATION (ECF) CLASSES: Sundays 9:00 a.m.–10:20 a.m. 

BULLETIN INFORMATION DEADLINE: Tuesday noon 

 

I Expect the  

Resurrection of the Dead 
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“You Bend ‘Em, We’ll Mend ‘Em”

ANDY’S
AUTO BODY

UNIBODY SPECIALISTS
10135 Broadview Rd. • Broadview Hts.

838-4343

Fortuna
FUNERAL HOME

5316 Fleet Ave. • Cleveland, OH
7076 Brecksville Rd. • Independence
Phone - 216.520.7335
Pre-Planning Available

  

4682 State Rd  •  Cleveland  •  440-886-2558  •  unitycatholiccu.org

SAVING MEMBERS MONEY 
EVERYDAY, ASK HOW WE 

CAN HELP YOU
Finance your car with Unity and 

we will donate $50 to the 
church or school of your choice

Contact Jason Novicky to place an ad today! 
jnovicky@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6542 

216-341-3413

Your trusted community painters! 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

216-459-8684 • TothPainting.com

Howard Hanna Real Estate Services 8949 Brecksville Rd. Brecksville, OH 44141

Tom Kundmueller
realtor®

Mobile: (216) 630-9689
tomkundmueller@howardhanna.com

SIMON’S
RESTAURANT & DELI
7770 Chippewa Rd. • Brecksville

“Quality Catering Specialist”

(440) 526-6880
www.simonsbrecksville.com

Celebrating Life Since 1927
356 W. Aurora Rd. • Sagamore Hills, OH

330-467-4500
ferfoliafuneralhomes.com

HOPKO FUNERAL
HOME

6020 Broadview Rd. • Parma, OH 44134
–– 216-661-0033 ––

Our Family Serving yOur Family FOr Over 100 yearS

5618 Broadview Rd • 216-398-1010
Parma / Seven Hills

“Funeral Directors Who Understand The 
Byzantine Tradition”

Independence
bank

A Full Service Bank
(216) 447-1444

4401 Rockside Road
Independence

Call: 216-531-1900
MONDAY - FRIDAY 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM

D E T A I L S  A T :

AmericanMutual.org

 Westfield
 Heating & Air, Inc

Jim Piskac, Owner
Heating • Air Conditioning • Boilers

440-526-6230
8411 Riverview Rd. • Brecksville
www.westfieldheatingandairconditioning.com

Since
1972

Michelle Mehaffey-Taylor
216-233-8316

michelle.mehaffey@remax.net

Your Local Real 
Estate Expert

Turning 65? Retiring soon?
Questions on your Medicare plans?
 Janice Kopec
 Insurance Agent
 440-221-8399
 jankopec77@gmail.com

Medicare Insurance Plans


