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June 24:  

Birth of John the Baptist 

 

       John the Baptist plays a key role in the New Testament. 

He is the bridge, the Forerunner, the one sent to prepare the 

way of the Lord. His holiness turned the hearts of the 

Israelites to repentance, thus making them capable of accepting the coming of the Messiah. The 

commemoration of St. John’s Nativity is one of the older, if not the oldest, feasts in honor of any Saint 

found in the Church. Ordinarily the Church observes the day of a Saint’s death because that day 

marks his entrance into heaven. St. John is an exception to this rule because he was “filled with the 

Holy Spirit from his mother’s womb.” His nativity therefore, is already a day of triumph. Nothing can 

be said with certainty as to the date of the birth of St. John the Baptist. The gospel suggests that he 

was born about six months before Christ. (Lk.1:5-25) 

 

       St. John the Baptist is represented with two large wings because he 

is the messenger of the Messiah. It is about this man that Scripture says, 

“I send my messenger ahead of you to prepare the way before 

you.” (Mt. 11:10)  In the icon, John makes the gesture of the preacher 

with his right hand and holds an open scroll in his left hand which 

proclaims the message of his preaching. “Reform your lives!” The reign 

of God is at hand.” (Mt. 3:2)  As a man of the desert he is clothed in a 

camel’s hair garment. The rocks behind the Forerunner represent the 

wilderness, and the strip of water below his feet represents the Jordan 

River. We also find some bushes and an axe “laid to the root of the 

tree,” (Mt. 3:10) alluding to the words of his preaching. In the lower left 

hand corner, a cup with the head of St. John recalls that he would end 

his life in martyrdom. St. John the Baptist stands before us and calls us to 

repentance before the Lord. 

 

 

 

Thursday is a Solemn Holyday. The liturgy will be celebrated  

outdoors at 7:00 p.m. at the St. John Paul II Chapel. Feel free to  

park down below. Bring your own chair or pick one up from  

the storage room on the way down. There will be refreshments  

afterwards courtesy of the Ladies’ Auxiliary.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

June 20, 2021 

Glory to Jesus Christ! 

 

Liturgy Schedule 
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The Men’s Club is sponsoring a “Re-Opening Celebration” 

on   July 18. The main purpose is to have an event where 

we can rekindle the camaraderie within our parishioners 

after a long period of distancing. The day will start with an 

11:00 outdoor liturgy at the St. John Paul II Chapel. 

Immediately following the service, a broasted chicken 

lunch will be served (hot dogs and chips will be available 

for kids needing something other than chicken). There will be a D.J. on hand spinning tunes 

for your listening or dancing pleasure. Spontaneous games will be available (corn hole, 

kickball and volleyball—or anything else your family might bring along). There is no charge, 

however if you’re planning to attend it’s necessary to sign the sheet that will be posted next 

weekend on the vestibule bulletin board. 

Ministry Updates 

 

Altar Servers 

Father will hold training sessions in July for boys 

entering fourth grade and beyond. 

 

Lectors 

(Anyone interested in being trained for this 

ministry should contact Father.) 

 

Greeters 

Father will be in touch with those who have 

been involved as we reintroduce this ministry 

(anyone interested should contact Father as 

soon as possible). 

 

 

 

 

Update Soon on Party Center 

The Advisory Board and Finance Council met 

last week to discuss our plans for the New  

Orleans Party Center in 2022. Fran Russo told 

Father she and her niece Debbie would be 

retiring at year’s end following thirty years of 

working with our parish. An update will be 

included from Father in next week’s Byzz Line. 

 

Akathist Service to St. Joseph 

The Akathist Service to St. Joseph for the 

month of June will be celebrated at the St. 

John Paul II Chapel on the 30

th

 at 7:00. 

 



 

 

The Ladies’ Auxiliary will be 

holding a “Pie Sale” 

following the liturgy on   

June 27. They will be 

individually priced and include many 

varieties (fruit and cream).  

 

To Honor Our Fathers… 

The Ladies’ Auxiliary made a “Father’s Day” 

$100 donation to the Shrine of Mariapoch in 

honor of all the fathers in the parish. 

 

Sandwich Making 

Sandwich making for the Men’s Homeless 

Shelter in Downtown Cleveland takes place 

on Tuesdays starting at noon. 

 

Men’s Spiritual Enrichment 

Because of the holy day there won’t be an 

enrichment segment this this week but next 

week’s will feature Christopher West. The video 

presentation is entitled, “Stunned by Glory: A 

Renewed Vision of St. Joseph as Husband and 

Father” (first of two parts). Discussion will follow. 

You are encouraged to attend! (Christopher is 

a well known National speaker.) 

 

Home Days 

Brecksville’s “Home Days” is 

resuming July 16-18. As part of 

our evangelization efforts, we will 

have a booth. We need 

individuals (especially, but not limited to, our 

Brecksville parishioners) for staffing purposes. 

The sign-up sheet will be posted on the 

vestibule bulletin board starting next weekend. 

Please consider volunteering for a slot or two. 

While you’re there, enjoy good live music and 

fun interaction with attendees! 

50/50 Club Monthly Winners 

Congratulations to this month’s $60 winners! 

 

#134 Sue Tirpak 

#10 Fr. Bruce Riebe 

#196 Linda Primuth 

#138 Gayle Weisman 

#123 Michelle Dirda 

#273 Meghan Tascar 

 

Beginning in September a 

new group is forming at our 

church for men and women 

age 55 and over. Every third 

Wednesday of the month 

presentations will be made on a variety of 

subjects (therapy dogs, wine appreciation, 

floral arranging). The day will begin with 

lunch at noon. (A $10 charge will get you a 

seat!) Stay tuned for more information. 

 

Community News 

�� Every Saturday from 10:30-11:30 there will 

be a peaceful prayerful witness in front 

of the planned parenthood office at the 

corner of Brookpark and Broadview to 

promote life. Call Mike/Doris Peters for 

more info (440-659-3362). 

 

�� The Garfield Hts. Knights of Columbus is 

sponsoring a “Breaded Pork Cutlet 

Dinner” on June 30. Carryout only from    

4-6. The cost is $10. Call 216-662-2277 x2 

by June 27 to reserve your meal. 

 

 

Your Weekly Offering 

June 13, 2021 

 

 

Sunday: 

e-giving: 

1 Student Envelope: 

Cash: 

Candles: 

Holy Days: 

Total: 

$3,940.00 

200.00 

5.00 

85.00 

118.00 

12.00 

$4,360.00 

Have you remembered St. Joseph Church  

 in your Will and/or Trust? 

 PIE SALE 

 

 

St. Joseph 

“Worker” of the Week 

  “I wrote a simple biography of  

a  ‘Good Woman’ for her many 

grandchildren and great grandchildren.” 

 

Adults 55+ 

 

 

 



 

 

St. Joseph,  

Patron Saint  

of Fathers 

 

 

If a person cannot find anyone to teach him 

how to pray, let him take this glorious saint 

for his guide, and he will not lose his way. 

 

— St. Teresa of Avila (referring to St. Joseph) 

 

 

       Saint Joseph, husband of Mary and earthly father of Jesus, is the model of fatherhood. His faith and 

obedience to God inspired his devotion for his family. As we celebrate Father’s Day it might be helpful to 

study his example. In “Five Lessons from St. Joseph,” author Randy Hain points out attributes that serve as 

a helpful guide: 

 

�� St. Joseph was obedient 

�� St. Joseph was selfless 

 

 

       “Let’s look to the inspiring example of St. Joseph, patron saint of fathers, workers and the Universal 

Church for his obedience, humility, selflessness, courage and the love he showed to Mary and Jesus. If 

we can emulate St. Joseph even a little each day, we will be that much closer to becoming the men we 

are called to be,” Hain wrote. 

 

       St. Pope John Paul II highlighted St. Joseph to explain the Catholic understanding of fatherhood in his 

1989 apostolic exhortation, Redemptoris Custos (Guardian of the Redeemer: On the Person and Mission 

of St. Joseph in the Life of Christ and the Church). 

 

       “Commending ourselves, then, to the protection of (St. Joseph) to whose custody God entrusted his 

greatest and most precious treasures, let us at the same tine learn from him how to be servants of the 

economy of salvation. May St. Joseph become for all of us an exceptional teacher in the service of 

Christ’s saving mission, a mission which is the responsibility of each and every member of the Church: 

husbands and wives parents, those who live by the work of their hands or by any other kind of work, 

those called to the contemplative life and those called to the apostolate.”  

P
A
R
I
S
H
 

I

N
F
O
R
M
A
T
I
O
N
 

ACTIVITY CENTER & HALL RESERVATIONS: 440-526-0016 

CONFESSIONS: 45 minutes before liturgies for half an hour and by request 

LADIES’ AUXILIARY: 2nd Sunday of the month after liturgy 

MEN’S CLUB: 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

A-OK CLUB: 2nd Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

COFFEE SOCIAL: Every Sunday after liturgy 

EASTERN CATHOLIC FORMATION (ECF) CLASSES: Sundays 9:00 a.m.–10:20 a.m. 

BULLETIN INFORMATION DEADLINE: Tuesday noon 

 

Prayer for Fathers 

 

       Heavenly Father, we thank you for our fathers. They gave us life and continue to give us the 

wisdom to live our lives. By their examples of love, we know ourselves. By their examples of faith, 

we know you better. Invigorate our fathers with the love and respect of their children so that they 

may be  encouraged, inspired and greatly blessed.   Amen 

 

�� St. Joseph was a worker 

�� St. Joseph was a leader 

�� St. Joseph led by example 
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“You Bend ‘Em, We’ll Mend ‘Em”

ANDY’S
AUTO BODY

UNIBODY SPECIALISTS
10135 Broadview Rd. • Broadview Hts.

838-4343

Fortuna
FUNERAL HOME

5316 Fleet Ave. • Cleveland, OH
7076 Brecksville Rd. • Independence
Phone - 216.520.7335
Pre-Planning Available

  

4682 State Rd  •  Cleveland  •  440-886-2558  •  unitycatholiccu.org

SAVING MEMBERS MONEY 
EVERYDAY, ASK HOW WE 

CAN HELP YOU
Finance your car with Unity and 

we will donate $50 to the 
church or school of your choice

Contact Jason Novicky to place an ad today! 
jnovicky@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6542 

216-341-3413

Your trusted community painters! 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

216-459-8684 • TothPainting.com

Howard Hanna Real Estate Services 8949 Brecksville Rd. Brecksville, OH 44141

Tom Kundmueller
realtor®

Mobile: (216) 630-9689
tomkundmueller@howardhanna.com

SIMON’S
RESTAURANT & DELI
7770 Chippewa Rd. • Brecksville

“Quality Catering Specialist”

(440) 526-6880
www.simonsbrecksville.com

Celebrating Life Since 1927
356 W. Aurora Rd. • Sagamore Hills, OH

330-467-4500
ferfoliafuneralhomes.com

HOPKO FUNERAL
HOME

6020 Broadview Rd. • Parma, OH 44134
–– 216-661-0033 ––

Our Family Serving yOur Family FOr Over 100 yearS

5618 Broadview Rd • 216-398-1010
Parma / Seven Hills

“Funeral Directors Who Understand The 
Byzantine Tradition”

Independence
bank

A Full Service Bank
(216) 447-1444

4401 Rockside Road
Independence

Call: 216-531-1900
MONDAY - FRIDAY 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM

D E T A I L S  A T :

AmericanMutual.org

 Westfield
 Heating & Air, Inc

Jim Piskac, Owner
Heating • Air Conditioning • Boilers

440-526-6230
8411 Riverview Rd. • Brecksville
www.westfieldheatingandairconditioning.com

Since
1972

Michelle Mehaffey-Taylor
216-233-8316

michelle.mehaffey@remax.net

Your Local Real 
Estate Expert

Turning 65? Retiring soon?
Questions on your Medicare plans?
 Janice Kopec
 Insurance Agent
 440-221-8399
 jankopec77@gmail.com

Medicare Insurance Plans


