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THE LADDER OF DIVINE ASCENT 
 

St. John Climacus, whose name means "ladder," and whose 

greatest work is titled “Ladder of Paradise, is a reminder of the 

need for continual conversion and purification with the help of 

the Holy Spirit. 

 

The first part of “Ladder of Paradise,” St. John Climacus 

describes a “break with the world in order to go back to a true 

evangelical infancy, the time of childhood, in accordance 

with Jesus’ words. John Climacus teaches that innocence, 

fasting and chastity are the “pillars” of this journey. 

 

Every “newborn in Christ,” llearns from these things, which allow 

the soul to enter in communion with God.” “Blessed be those 

who mortify their will till the end,” John Climacus said, for they 

“shall be placed on the right of Christ.” 

 

The rung of St. John’s ladder is the “spiritual struggle against 

passions.” John Climacus saw passions not as “bad in and of 

themselves,” but taught that they “become so when they are put to bad use by man’s freedom. The 

struggle against passions becomes positive thanks to the image of the fire of the Holy Spirit, whose 

strength ensures victory over passions, transforming them by the Creator’s positive nature,”  

 

 

The third step on the ascent to Paradise that John Climacus describes, deals with Christian perfection, 

the higher levels of which can be experienced by those who have reached peace of mind and inner 

peace. John Climacus emphasizes the importance of discernment: Christians must examine every 

aspect of their behavior in order to ascertain their deepest motivations and reawaken a "sense of the 

heart." This leads to tranquility of soul, “esichía,” which prepares Christians to probe the depths of the 

divine mysteries. 

 

The final part of the saint’s “ladder” is dedicated to faith, hope and charity. John Climacus speaks of 

charity as Eros, “the figure of the soul’s matrimonial love for God.” An intense experience of this Eros 

makes the soul progress more than any hard-fought struggle with its passions. This positive character 

counts more than the struggle itself. 

 

St. John Climacus writes, “Hope is charity’s strength.” In its absence charity is obliterated. Hope surrounds 

one with “God’s mercy.” Only hope can make us capable of charity. With hope we can transcend 

everyday reality. “We don’t have to wait for success every day but for God himself in the end… We can 

be good with others without expecting a reward. Let us use the ladder of faith, hope and charity to 

reach true life. 

—Taken from words of Pope Benedict 

 

 

 



 

 

March 27, 2022 

Christ is Among Us! 

Liturgy Schedule 
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��Jack Pinchot needs 12 people 

to hold the candles for the 12 

gospels on Good Friday morning. 

Contact Jack to volunteer           

(440-237-4587). 
 

��The tomb will be assembled 

Wednesday, April 13 at 4:00. We need 

four volunteers to help Chuck Churavy. 

Please contact him at 440-537-7786 if you 

are able to assist. 

 

Good Friday “All Night Vigil” 

The Good Friday All-Night Vigil sign-up poster 

can be found in the vestibule. Time slots run 

from 9:00 p.m. on Good Friday through 2:00 on 

Holy Saturday afternoon. It’s a great 

opportunity to spend one hour in the silence of 

the church.  

 

 

Everyone should have received the 

Holy Week Schedule in the mail.  

Call the office if you didn’t get one. 

 

 

Confession Opportunities 

There are some additional times available for 

the Sacrament of Confession. 
 

April 9…3:00-3:45 

Palm Sunday…9:30-10:15 

Good Friday…following Vespers till all are heard 

Holy Saturday…2:00-3:30 
 

Try and take advantage of this meaningful 

experience of reconciliation during this sacred 

time of the year. 

 

Lenten Dietary Guidelines 

Wednesdays and Fridays are days that we’re 

called upon to abstain from meat according to 

Diocesan guidelines.   

 

St. Thomas Pot Luck 

Next weekend watch for the sign-up sheets for 

the Thomas Sunday Pot Luck (April 24). Sign up 

by Easter Sunday. We will honor a parish 

volunteer that day.  

 

Time to Cut Pussy Willows! 

Pussy Willows are already in bloom. Please 

drop off your branches in the usher’s room. 

We have a greater need since some of our past 

suppliers are no longer able to provide them.   

 

 

 

Note from Fr. Marek… 

I have asked Deacon William Fredrick to be 

my representative at those meetings and 

functions of the parish that I cannot attend 

due to my schedule conflict. I asked Deacon 

William to run every decision and all business 

through me first and keep me updated. It will 

take a little while to settle, but in the        

meantime please keep me in your prayers 

and know that I keep you in mine.  



 

 

Blessed Repose, Eternal Memory 

Paul Asmondy was buried this past week at the 

age of 89. Parish sympathies to his daughter Paula 

(Greg) Majoros and granddaughters Isabella and 

Cecelia, 

 In blessed repose grant rest O Lord to Your 

Servant Paul and may his memory be eternal! 

 Parish sympathies to Donna Neal, whose father, 

Don Wolf  passed away at the age of 96. Don was 

a devoted volunteer at St. Joe’s and friend to 

many. Funeral services will be held here tomorrow 

(March 28) at 10:00 a.m. 

 In blessed repose grant rest O Lord to Your 

Servant Don and may his memory be eternal! 

 

S.O.M.E Friday 

This Friday is S.O.M.E. (SoOthersMayEat) Friday. This 

exercise incorporates all three Lenten pillars. Here’s 

what it takes: 
 

FAST…from a meal on Friday 

ALMS…from the money you saved from that meal 

PRAYER…bring your alms to the Lenten 

Presanctified Service Friday evening at 7:00. 
 

Your donation will benefit the “St. Joseph 

Outreach” feeding the homeless in Downtown 

Cleveland. ECF students will be involved in the 

service and are asked to be in the vestibule by 

6:45. If you can’t make it to the Presanctified but 

still fasted from a meal, you can bring your alms to 

church. There will be bread loaf boxes in the 

vestibule and at the alternate Communion station 

to place your alms.  

 

Welcome 

We welcome new parishioners Harvey and 

Christine Holocker of Parma and Christine’s sister 

Mary Jane Jakubisin of Broadview Hts.  We hope 

you feel at home in a hurry! 

 

We’re looking for a few hands to help 

give the church a good cleaning 

before Easter.  Call Marie Ihnat at     

330-314-2323 for information. 

 

 

 

 

Ukraine Collection 

The collection for aid to the Ukraine totaled 

$3,943.00. A check will be sent to the Diocese to 

be included in the total given to Bishop Nil 

Lushchack, Apostolic Administrator of the 

Eparchy of Mukachevo, who will determine 

where it is needed most. Thank you for your 

generosity! 

 

Communion Visits 

Communion will be taken to the sick/shut in on 

Friday between the hours of 9-2. 

 

Sanctuary Lamp 

The Sanctuary Lamp will burn during the month 

of April in memory of Mickey and Jim Pinchot. 

 

Outdoor Spring Cleanup 

The Men’s Club is sponsoring a 

Spring Cleanup around the 

church property on Saturday, 

April 9 from 9-noon.  Please 

bring a rake or shovel. If you 

are able to help sign the sheet on the vestibule 

bulletin board. Call Ray Pfeil with questions at  440-

838-5744. 

 

ByzanTEEN Gathering Tonight 

Cleveland area ByzanTEENS will meet tonight 

(Sunday) at 5:00 in the Education Center. Father 

Cyril Pinchak SJ and Father Lukas Mitro will lead 

the session. 

 

BLESS Group 

The BLESS Group (Byzantine Ladies Encountering 

Sacred Sources) will hold the next session of its 

“Lenten Book Study” on Monday at 7:00 in the 

Education Center Conference Room. Contact 

Darlene Hritz for information (440-237-5237). 

 

 

Your Weekly Offering 

March 20, 2022 
 

 Sunday: 

e-giving: 

Student Envelopes: 

Cash: 

Candles: 

Holy Days: 

Fuel: 

Building Fund: 

Total: 

$2,509.00 

200.00 

3.00 

41.00 

123.00 

110.00 

10.00 

10.00 

$3,006.00 

Our Lenten Fish Frys continue 

on Friday. Serving will be from 

3:30-6:30. Patrons can dine-in 

or take-out. The menu can be 

found on the vestibule desk 

and on our  webs i te .  

Volunteers are always needed. Contact Pat 

Lesnick if you can help (216-973-1430). 

Lenten  

Fish Frys  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Thank you to those who have already responded to the parish 

survey. We’ve received confirmation that over 120 people have completed 

the survey as of last weekend. If you have not yet completed it, we 

encourage you to do so by April 4
th

.  If you or someone you know from our 

church is unable to access the online survey, please contact Michele in the 

church office at 440-526-0016 to request a paper copy.   

The Exclusive Caterer for 

VENUE 81 ELEVEN 

 

40 Years of Catering Excellence 

Chef-Driven Cuisine 

www.cateringbyverbas.com 

216-749-6232 

info@cateringbyverbas.com 
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ACTIVITY CENTER/PAVILION/PARTY CENTER RESERVATIONS:  

216-749-6232 

CONFESSIONS: 45 minutes before liturgies for half an hour and by request 

LADIES’ AUXILIARY: 2nd Sunday of the month after liturgy 

MEN’S CLUB: 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

A-OK CLUB: 2nd Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

FOREVER YOUNG CLUB: 3rd Wednesday of the month (12-2) 

COFFEE SOCIAL: Every Sunday after liturgy 

EASTERN CATHOLIC FORMATION (ECF) CLASSES:  

Sundays 9:00 a.m.–10:20 a.m. 

BULLETIN INFORMATION DEADLINE: Tuesday noon 

 

Synod Survey 

Participation 

 

 

Please help us participate by completing 

a 10-15 minute survey as soon as possible! 

We are asking all members of each 

household age 18 and above to take the 

survey. 

 

The survey is available online now        

through April 4 by going to:                         

https://portal.catholicleaders.org/d/ygd9x3.  

 

       This survey will ask you to reflect on your own spiritual growth and enable you to 

provide feedback on our parish’s efforts to help you grow.  All responses will be 

confidential and the parish will only receive information about the community as a 

whole. 

 

       We are trying to get the highest response rate possible. This information will be 

invaluable to our church and various ministries as we plan for the future and strive to 

be the best disciples we can be. We will receive the results this spring/summer at 

which time we will share what we have learned with the entire parish. 
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“You Bend ‘Em, We’ll Mend ‘Em”

ANDY’S
AUTO BODY

UNIBODY SPECIALISTS
10135 Broadview Rd. • Broadview Hts.

838-4343

  

4682 State Rd  •  Cleveland  •  440-886-2558  •  unitycatholiccu.org

SAVING MEMBERS MONEY 
EVERYDAY, ASK HOW WE 

CAN HELP YOU
Finance your car with Unity and 

we will donate $50 to the 
church or school of your choice

Contact Jason Novicky 
to place an ad today! 
jnovicky@4LPi.com or 
(800) 477-4574 x6542 

216-341-3413

Your trusted community painters! 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

216-459-8684 • TothPainting.com

THIS SPACE IS
SIMON’S

RESTAURANT & DELI
7770 Chippewa Rd. • Brecksville

“Quality Catering Specialist”

(440) 526-6880
www.simonsbrecksville.com

Celebrating Life Since 1927
356 W. Aurora Rd. • Sagamore Hills, OH

330-467-4500
ferfoliafuneralhomes.com

HOPKO FUNERAL
HOME

6020 Broadview Rd. • Parma, OH 44134
–– 216-661-0033 ––

Our Family Serving yOur Family FOr Over 100 yearS

5618 Broadview Rd • 216-398-1010
Parma / Seven Hills

“Funeral Directors Who Understand The 
Byzantine Tradition”

Independence
bank

A Full Service Bank
(216) 447-1444

4401 Rockside Road
Independence

Call: 216-531-1900
MONDAY - FRIDAY 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM

D E T A I L S  A T :

AmericanMutual.org

 Westfield
 Heating & Air, Inc

Jim Piskac, Owner
Heating • Air Conditioning • Boilers

440-526-6230
8411 Riverview Rd. • Brecksville
www.westfieldheatingandairconditioning.com

Since
1972

Michelle Mehaffey-Taylor
216-233-8316

michelle.mehaffey@remax.net

Your Local Real 
Estate Expert

Fortuna
funeral home

7076 Brecksville Rd.
Independence
5316 Fleet Ave.
Cleveland 216-520-7335

www.fortunafuneralhome.commccunedental.com | 440-526-2123
8865 Brecksville Rd, Brecksville

Complimentary Consultations
Family, Cosmetic and 
Restorative Dentistry
We place and restore 

dental implants
Botoxs and Dermal Fillers


