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August 6:  Transfiguration 
 

 

       All three synoptic gospels tell the story of the transfiguration of Jesus (Matt. 

17:1-13; Mark 9:3-13; Luke 9:28-36)—frequently a sign of the importance of an 

event from Jesus’ life for the early Christian community. Its origin is debated. 

Some scholars say the transfiguration episode is really an account of Jesus’ 

resurrection which was moved to a different part of the gospels. Others think it 

has its roots in an actual visionary event of some kind.  

 

       Wherever it came from, the transfiguration is a highly symbolic story. Jesus 

took his inner circle of apostles—Peter, James, and John—up a mountain, 

which in the Bible is a place of revelation, so it was clear something important 

was about to happen. These three apostles then saw Jesus as part of another 

important trio, completed with Moses and Elijah, symbols of Israelite tradition. 

As if that weren’t spectacular enough, the voice of God itself made an 

appearance, uttering two thundering phrases: “This is my Son” and “Listen to 

him.” 
 

       Unfortunately, none of the apostles’ reactions showed that they understood what had just happened. First 

of all, they were half-asleep when the whole thing started—not the last time that would happen at a key 

moment. They were also terrified to the point of talking nonsense about building shelters for the holy figures. 

Then on the way down they started an off-topic debate about the resurrection and Elijah. 

What the apostles didn’t grasp right away was the significance of the fact that Moses and Elijah were “talking 

with” Jesus. This sacred conversation identified Jesus with the law and the prophets. It showed how Jesus had 

the same authority as these two pillars of Israel’s tradition and how that authority came from the same God. To 

leave no doubt, God’s voice drove home the point with words heard at an earlier affirmation of Jesus’ status, 

his baptism: “This is my son, the beloved” (Matt. 3:17). 

 

       What the apostles also didn’t get at first was that they couldn’t stay on the mountain. One can 

sympathize with their desire for such a wondrous break from the difficult path of discipleship. Down the 

mountain and back to that task, however, they had to go. 

 

       The Gospel of Luke adds a special detail: Moses and Elijah had been speaking with Jesus “of his exodus 

that he was going to accomplish in Jerusalem.” That loaded word points back to the sometimes arduous 

journey of following Jesus, and that’s what the transfiguration is about. It’s wonderful to find inspiration in a 

shining vision of Jesus, but the message to the church then and now is that witnessing glory is one thing, 

following is another. After the vision is over, you look up and see, as the apostles did, “Jesus only,” and you 

realize that, to get to the further glory of eternal life, you have to follow him to the cross. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Solemn Holyday Liturgy for Transfiguration will be  

celebrated on Saturday, August 6 at 9:00 a.m. 

Please bring fruit to be blessed at the close of liturgy. 



 

 

July 31, 2022 

Glory to Jesus Christ! 

Liturgy Schedule 
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Annual Pilgrimage to  

Shrine of  Mariapoch 

Next week’s bulletin will have the complete 

schedule for the Annual Pilgrimage to the 

Shrine of Mariapoch being held the weekend 

of August 13/14.  It can also be found on 

Parma.org. The noted speaker will be Dick 

Russ, former reporter and news anchor for 

WKYC Channel 3 and member of the board 

of directors of 1260 AM The Rock. His talk 

begins at 1:30 on Sunday, August 14 and is 

entitled “Ukraine: A Test of Faith, and Trust.” 

 

We hope you’ll make plans to 

attend the  next “First Fryday Fish 

Fry” on August 5. Serving is from 

3:30-6:30. The “blueplate special” 

is stuffed cabbage. Take-outs are 

available. All proceeds benefit the St. Joseph 

Outreach in feeding the homeless at the Men’s 

Shelter in downtown Cleveland. Please 

patronize the dinners when you are able—and 

tell others about them, too. Volunteers are 

needed from 1:30 on through cleanup. If you 

are interested in in helping, contact Jim or Pat 

Lesnick (216-973-1430). 

If you are in need of a priest,  

please contact: 

 

Fr. Marek Visnovsky  

(216-867-8788) 

 

Fr. Vasyl is away from  

August 2-18 

 

Deacon Bill is on vacation  

from July 31-August 7 

Parishioner Discount Policy  

for Room Rentals 

Some parishioners have asked if there are 

any discounts available for parishioners who 

book the Main Hall, Activity Center, or 

Pavilion for an event. We have prepared a 

document that summarizes all parishioner 

discounts. Please contact Michele 

at stjoebyz@sbcglobal.net or 440-526-0016 

and she will put a copy in your parish 

mailbox. 

 



 

 

The next Forever Young Club      

(55 and over) gathering is 

Wednesday, August 17 from     

12-2. An outdoor picnic will 

be held at the St. Joe’s 

pavilion. Lunch will be provided. There will 

be games and line dancing. The sign-up 

sheet can be found on the vestibule bulletin 

board. The cost for lunch is $10. Contact 

Joan Rozum at  440-845-5468 for more info. 

 

Advisory Board Meeting 

The Advisory Board will meet on Tuesday, 

August 2 at 7:00 p.m. in the Conference 

Room. 

 

Sandwich Making 

Sandwich Making will take place on 

Tuesday at 11:00 in the main hall. This is a 

good opportunity for teens looking for 

community service hours. 

 

Parish Sympathies 

Our sympathy to Kathy (Bill) 

Bockanic whose mother, Aileen 

Keppler, passed away on Sunday. 

She had been living with Kathy and Bill. 

 

Please Pray 

Please pray for our sick/suffering especially 

Jerry Holderbaum (Royalton Woods);  Elsie 

Marchak (Holy Family); and Ron 

Kwiatkowski. 

 

 

Altar Servers’ 

Summer Outing 

The summer altar server 

outing will be on Thursday, 

August 11 to a Lake County 

Captains baseball game at  6:35 p.m.       

(vs. Ft. Wayne Tin Caps). Dinner is included.) 

Meet at church at 4:45 p.m. Have your son 

sign the sheet in the sacristy if he’ll               

be attending (by August 2) or contact 

Deacon Bill at 216-469-1425 or e-mail  

wfred8745@sbcglobal.net. 

 

 

 

Banns of Marriage II 

Lindsay Shirilla and  

Matthew Wittels 

 

Sanctuary Lamp 

The sanctuary lamp will burn during the 

month of August for Luka/Jozefa Kuhar. 

 

Communion Calls 

Due to both Fr. Vasyl and Deacon Bill being 

away this upcoming week, Communion calls 

were made last week. 

 

GCU Lodge 302 Meeting 

GCU Lodge 302 will hold its quarterly meeting 

after liturgy next Sunday, August 7 in the 

main hall. 

 

Knights of  Columbus Dinner 

The Garfield Hts. Knights of Columbus are 

sponsoring a Breaded Pork Cutlet Dinner on 

Wednesday, August 10 from 4-6. Cost is $10 

(take out only) Call 216-662-2277 by August 5 

to reserve a meal. 

 

 

 

Your Weekly Offering 

July 17, 2022 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 24, 2022 
 

 

Sunday: 

e-giving: 

Student Envelopes: 

Cash: 

Candles: 

Holy Days: 

Fuel: 

Total: 

$2,155.00 

115.00 

5.00 

56.00 

83.00 

65.00 

30.00 

$2,509.00 

Have you remembered St. Joseph Church  

 in your Will and/or Trust? 

 

Sunday: 

e-giving: 

Student Envelopes: 

Cash: 

Candles: 

Holy Days: 

Fuel: 

Total: 

$2,000.00 

200.00 

3.00 

41.00 

94.00 

122.00 

10.00 

$2,470.00 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

A Summer 

Reflection 
 

by Deacon Bill 
 

 

       The waves were at least 6 footers 

and some probably approached 8 feet 

as they pounded against the dock and 

break wall on the southwest corner of 

Kelley’s Island. Nancy and I had come 

down to this spot to watch the 

magnificent sunsets that are typically 

seen at this location, but on this evening, the skies were dark with a strong wind out of the 

southwest.  And then we saw the little girl, maybe nine years of age, all by herself, running 

along the dock and the break wall, playing “tag” with the waves as they crashed onshore.  

We looked around for her parents – nowhere to be seen. One rogue wave and she would 

easily have been swept into the lake, to her death. And yet she seemed to dodge the 

potentially murderous waves, oblivious to the danger she was inviting.  

 

       We almost simultaneously shared our thoughts – where were the little girl’s parents?  

How would we save her if she was swept into the water? We both agreed that more than a 

few angels were watching over that little girl, because nobody else was.  Even we just stood 

by not saying a word to her, watching a little girl playing who did not realize just how 

dangerous her situation was. 

 

       As far as we know, the little girl did not get swept into the lake.  Nobody reported a 

missing person the next day. Perhaps the angels were out in full force to protect her from 

the potential peril she could have experienced. Perhaps that is the way it should have 

been. Angels are real, and each of us is given a special guardian angel to care for us, to 

protect us when we are in danger. When the danger is especially great, he sends even 

more angels to aid us in our time of need. And when no one else is there to protect us, he 

even sends more angels to do what we human beings should be doing – protecting those 

who are in danger of being swept into the lake. But we should not expect the angels to do 

all of the work.  Instead we should be helping the angels to do their work. When we do our 

best to help others stay safe, we are working with God’s angels in a special way that has to 

make God smile when he sees his beloved creatures – angels and humans, working 

together with divine and human love, protecting all the little girls who simply want to dodge 

the waves at the southwest dock.  

The Exclusive Caterer for 

VENUE 81 ELEVEN 

40 Years of Catering Excellence 

Chef-Driven Cuisine 

www.cateringbyverbas.com 

216-749-6232 

info@cateringbyverbas.com 
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ACTIVITY CENTER/PAVILION/PARTY CENTER RESERVATIONS:  

216-749-6232 

CONFESSIONS: 45 minutes before liturgies for half an hour and by request 

LADIES’ AUXILIARY: 2nd Sunday of the month after liturgy 

MEN’S CLUB: 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

A-OK CLUB: 2nd Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

FOREVER YOUNG CLUB: 3rd Wednesday of the month (12-2) 

COFFEE SOCIAL: Every Sunday after liturgy 

EASTERN CATHOLIC FORMATION (ECF) CLASSES:  

Sundays 9:30 a.m.–10:20 a.m. 

BULLETIN INFORMATION DEADLINE: Tuesday noon 
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“You Bend ‘Em, We’ll Mend ‘Em”

ANDY’S
AUTO BODY

UNIBODY SPECIALISTS
10135 Broadview Rd. • Broadview Hts.

838-4343

  

4682 State Rd  •  Cleveland  •  440-886-2558  •  unitycatholiccu.org

SAVING MEMBERS MONEY 
EVERYDAY, ASK HOW WE 

CAN HELP YOU
Finance your car with Unity and 

we will donate $50 to the 
church or school of your choice

Contact Jason Novicky 
to place an ad today! 
jnovicky@4LPi.com or 
(800) 477-4574 x6542 

216-341-3413

Your trusted community painters! 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

216-459-8684 • TothPainting.com

THIS SPACE IS
SIMON’S

RESTAURANT & DELI
7770 Chippewa Rd. • Brecksville

“Quality Catering Specialist”

(440) 526-6880
www.simonsbrecksville.com

Celebrating Life Since 1927
356 W. Aurora Rd. • Sagamore Hills, OH

330-467-4500
ferfoliafuneralhomes.com

HOPKO FUNERAL
HOME

6020 Broadview Rd. • Parma, OH 44134
–– 216-661-0033 ––

Our Family Serving yOur Family FOr Over 100 yearS

5618 Broadview Rd • 216-398-1010
Parma / Seven Hills

“Funeral Directors Who Understand The 
Byzantine Tradition”

Independence
bank

A Full Service Bank
(216) 447-1444

4401 Rockside Road
Independence

Call: 216-531-1900
MONDAY - FRIDAY 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM

D E T A I L S  A T :

AmericanMutual.org

Michelle Mehaffey-Taylor
216-233-8316

michelle.mehaffey@remax.net

Your Local Real 
Estate Expert

Fortuna
funeral home

7076 Brecksville Rd.
Independence
5316 Fleet Ave.
Cleveland 216-520-7335

www.fortunafuneralhome.commccunedental.com | 440-526-2123
8865 Brecksville Rd, Brecksville

Complimentary Consultations
Family, Cosmetic and 
Restorative Dentistry
We place and restore 

dental implants
Botox and Dermal Fillers


