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October 1:   

Protection of the  

Mother of God 

 

       This miraculous appearance of the Mother of God 

occurred in the mid-tenth century in Constantinople, in the 

Blachernae church where her robe, veil, and part of her belt 

were preserved after being transferred from Palestine in the 

fifth century. 

 

       On Sunday, October 1, during the All Night Vigil, when the 

church was overflowing with those at prayer, the Fool-for-Christ 

Saint Andrew lifted up his eyes towards the heavens and 

beheld our most Holy Lady Theotokos coming through the air, 

resplendent with heavenly light and surrounded by an 

assembly of the Saints. Saint John the Baptist and the holy 

Apostle John the Theologian accompanied the Queen of 

Heaven. On bended knees the Most Holy Virgin tearfully 

prayed for Christians for a long time.  

 

       After completing her prayer she took her veil and spread it over the people praying in church, protecting 

them from enemies both visible and invisible. The Mother of God was resplendent with heavenly glory, and the 

protecting veil in her hands gleamed “more than the rays of the sun.” Saint Andrew gazed trembling at the 

miraculous vision and he asked his disciple, Epiphanius standing beside him, “Do you see, brother, the Holy 

Theotokos, praying for all the world?” Epiphanius answered, “I do see, holy Father, and I am in awe.” 

 

       The Mother of God implored the Lord Jesus Christ to accept the prayers of all the people calling on His 

Most Holy Name, and to respond speedily to her intercession, “O Heavenly King, accept all those who pray to 

You and call on my name for help. Do not let them go away from my icon unheard.” 

 

       Saints Andrew and Epiphanius were worthy to see the Mother of God at prayer, and “for a long time 

observed the Protecting Veil spread over the people and shining with flashes of glory. As long as the Most Holy 

Theotokos was there, the Protecting Veil was also visible, but with her departure it also became invisible. After 

taking it with her, she left behind the grace of her visitation.” 

 

       On the Feast of the Protection of the Most Holy Theotokos we implore the defense and assistance of the 

Queen of Heaven, “Remember us in your prayers, O Lady Virgin Mother of God, that we not perish by the 

increase of our sins. Protect us from every evil and from grievous woes, for in you do we hope, and venerating 

the Feast of your Protection, we magnify you.” 

 

Saturday is a Solemn Holyday. Liturgy will be at 9:00 a.m. 

 

 

 



 

 

September 25, 2022 

Glory to Jesus Christ! 

Liturgy Schedule 
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ProLife Prayer Service  

There will be a ProLife Prayer Service on 

Thursday, October 13  (note date change) 

starting at 7:00 p.m. with the rosary. Deacon 

Bill will preside.  

 

Please Pray 

Please remember all the sick/suffering in 

your prayers including Diane Balasz 

(Pleasant Lake N.H., rehab); Bill Bejcek 

(Oaks); Ron Kwiatkowski (The Avenue re-

hab); Elsie Marchak (Holy Family); Steve 

Katrenich (Oaks);  Debbie Vagas (home); 

and Jan Lukas (home). 

St. Joe Spirit Wear has 

arrived. Look for the 

d i s p l a y  i n  t h e 

v e s t i b u l e .  T e e s , 

sweatshirts, and hoodies 

are available for purchase or 

order.  Contact Joyce Huntz at 440-582-

3025 with questions. 

If you are in need of a priest, 

 please contact: 
 

Fr. Marek Visnovsky   (216-867-8788) 
 

Fr. Vasyl Kupar            (216-446-9829) 
 

Deacon Bill Fredrick   (216-469-1425) 

 

 
In honor of St. Francis 

of Assisi, pets will        

be blessed on 

Saturday, October 8 

at 11:00 a.m. at the 

front entrance of the 

church. All pets are welcome. A 

freewill offering will be given to the 

Parma Animal Shelter. Pet treats will 

be available! (Contact Deacon Bill 

at 216-469-1425 if you have any 

questions.) 

 



 

 

Men’s Club Clambake 

The Men’s Club is sponsoring a 

Classic Clambake Dinner on 

Saturday, October 1 from 5-8. Chicken/clams 

($35), steak/clams ($40), extra clams ($12), 

chowder ($5). There will be a Split Raffle with 

door prizes and a cash bar.  Music by Lenny G. 

For tickets call Mike Andrako at 440-596-8579 or 

John Foreman at 440-520-9429. 

 

Octogenarian Sunday  

On Sunday, October 16 we    

w i l l  h o n o r  o u r  

“Octogenarians” (parishioners 

who have reached the age of 

eighty and above), many of whom are still very 

active in volunteering. ByzanTEENS will escort 

them into church prior to the liturgy (teens, 

please be generous with your time) and then 

downstairs for a breakfast (prepared by the        

A-OK Club) and short program. Honorees are 

asked to be in the vestibule no later than 10:15 

(there will be chairs for your convenience). We 

hold this celebration in conjunction with 

“Respect Life Month.”  

 

Men’s Book Group 

All men are invited to attend the Men's Book 

Group beginning this Wednesday, September 28 

in the Education Center on Wednesdays from    

7-8:30 p.m. We will read and discuss the book 

"He Leadeth Me" by Fr. Walter Ciszek, S.J., who 

relates his incredible faith and reliance on God 

to survive and serve as a priest while a prisoner in 

Russia during WWII and beyond. Future session 

dates are October 5, 12, 19, November 9, 16. 

Can't attend all? No problem, come when you 

can. Please share this info with men of other 

parishes, friends, and relatives. Contact Jim Hritz 

at 440-915-6292 with questions. 

 

 

        Banns of Marriage III 

         Alexandra Lechko & Graham Gajewski 

 

 

 

Sandwich Making 

Sandwich Making will take place at 11:00 on 

Tuesday. 

 

Ladies’ BLESS Group 

The BLESS (Byzantine Ladies Encountering Sacred 

Sources) Group is resuming this fall. All women 

are invited to attend five educational video 

sessions in the Education Center on Wednesdays 

from 7:00-8:30 p.m. The first will be held 

Wednesday, October 5. The topic will be 

“Heroines of the Old Testament” (video by      

Rev. Sebastian Carnazzo, Ph.D). Future session 

dates are October 12, 19 and November  9, 16, 

Call Darlene Hritz (440-915-8740) with questions. 

 

Wednesday Night Dinners 

The Garfield Hts. Knights of Columbus are 

sponsoring a Chicken Paprikash Dinner, 

Wednesday, October 5 from 4-6. Cost is $10  

(take-out only) Call 216-662-2277 by Friday, 

September 30 to reserve a meal. 

Your Weekly Offering 

September 18, 2022 
 

 Sunday: 

e-giving: 

Student Envelopes: 

Cash: 

Candles: 

Holy Days: 

Rectory Renovation Donation: 

Total: 

$2,879.00 

570.00 

4.00 

142.00 

92.00 

100.00 

1,000.00 

$4,787.00 

Have you remembered St. Joseph Church  

 in your Will and/or Trust? 

 

“Slovakia, Hungary & Ukraine—Borders Always Changing”  

Now that we have many priests in our Eparchy that have come from Eastern Europe, John Righetti,  

President of the Carpatho-Rusyn Society, will describe  how changes in our homelands versus identity 

have historically shaped our nationalities. This event will take place here at St. Joe’s. Join us for Divine 

Liturgy on Sunday, October 23 at 10:30 a.m. followed by a complimentary brunch in the Activity 

Center. Reservations are required by Friday, October 7. This is not a walk-in event and is limited to 50 

people. Brunch is sponsored by the Timo Foundation & the Eastern European Congress of Ohio. To 

place your reservation, call 330-727-2790 or email eecofohio@gmail.com.  

 



 

 

We Pray as We Live 

 

       For prayer to have the fervor 

and the purity it ought, certain 

conditions are necessary. 

 

       First of all, suppress any kind of 

desire for the things of the flesh. 

Then, shut the doors of the spirit 

not only to anxiety, but even to 

the recalling of any kind of 

business matters or affairs. Next, 

renounce evil speaking, vain words, long high-sounding discourses, scurrilous 

witticisms. Conquer the agitation that comes from anger or melancholy. Cut off 

greed and attachment to money at the roots. 

 

       After we have destroyed these vices, not to mention other defects equally 

serious and evident, after we have made this purification which results in simplicity 

and innocence, we ought to lay solid foundations for a deep humility capable of 

supporting a tower that reaches to heaven. After that, there is the building of the 

spiritual edifice of the virtues. 

 

       Finally, it is necessary to prevent the soul being allowed to wander off into 

distractions and anything that would divert it from its aim. Only then will it begin to be 

exalted to the contemplation of God and to the intuition of spiritual realities. 

 

       In fact, everything that we have in our minds before the time of prayer is 

inevitably brought back by memory when we are praying. So whatever kind of 

people we want to be in our prayer time, we need to be before we begin to pray. 

 

—St. John Cassian 

The Exclusive Caterer for 

VENUE 81 ELEVEN 

40 Years of Catering Excellence 

Chef-Driven Cuisine 

www.cateringbyverbas.com 

216-749-6232 

info@cateringbyverbas.com 
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 ACTIVITY CENTER/PAVILION/PARTY CENTER RENTAL: 216-749-6232 

CONFESSIONS: 45 minutes before liturgies for 1/2 hr. & by request 

LADIES’ AUXILIARY: 2nd Sunday of the month after liturgy 

MEN’S CLUB: 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

A-OK CLUB: 2nd Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

FOREVER YOUNG CLUB: 3rd Wednesday of the month (12-2) 

COFFEE SOCIAL: Every Sunday after liturgy 

EASTERN CATHOLIC FORMATION (ECF) CLASSES:  

       Sundays 9:30 a.m.–10:20 a.m. 

BULLETIN INFORMATION DEADLINE: Tuesday noon 
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“You Bend ‘Em, We’ll Mend ‘Em”

ANDY’S
AUTO BODY

UNIBODY SPECIALISTS
10135 Broadview Rd. • Broadview Hts.

838-4343

  

4682 State Rd  •  Cleveland  •  440-886-2558  •  unitycatholiccu.org

SAVING MEMBERS MONEY 
EVERYDAY, ASK HOW WE 

CAN HELP YOU
Finance your car with Unity and 

we will donate $50 to the 
church or school of your choice

Contact Jason Novicky 
to place an ad today! 
jnovicky@4LPi.com or 
(800) 477-4574 x6542 

216-341-3413

Your trusted community painters! 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

216-459-8684 • TothPainting.com

THIS SPACE IS
SIMON’S

RESTAURANT & DELI
7770 Chippewa Rd. • Brecksville

“Quality Catering Specialist”

(440) 526-6880
www.simonsbrecksville.com

Celebrating Life Since 1927
356 W. Aurora Rd. • Sagamore Hills, OH

330-467-4500
ferfoliafuneralhomes.com

HOPKO FUNERAL
HOME

6020 Broadview Rd. • Parma, OH 44134
–– 216-661-0033 ––

Our Family Serving yOur Family FOr Over 100 yearS

5618 Broadview Rd • 216-398-1010
Parma / Seven Hills

“Funeral Directors Who Understand The 
Byzantine Tradition”

Independence
bank

A Full Service Bank
(216) 447-1444

4401 Rockside Road
Independence

Call: 216-531-1900
MONDAY - FRIDAY 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM

D E T A I L S  A T :

AmericanMutual.org

Michelle Mehaffey-Taylor
216-233-8316

michelle.mehaffey@remax.net

Your Local Real 
Estate Expert

Fortuna
funeral home

7076 Brecksville Rd.
Independence
5316 Fleet Ave.
Cleveland 216-520-7335

www.fortunafuneralhome.commccunedental.com | 440-526-2123
8865 Brecksville Rd, Brecksville

Complimentary Consultations
Family, Cosmetic and 
Restorative Dentistry
We place and restore 

dental implants
Botox and Dermal Fillers


