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         Dear Parishioners, 
 

   “It’s the most wonderful time of the year, with the kids 

jingle belling and everyone telling you be of good cheer. It’s 

the most wonderful time of the year.” These are the lyrics of one 

of the epic Christmas songs by Andy Williams. Then we come to 

church for Christmas and find ourselves singing the Kontakion (hymn ex-

pressing poetically the theme of the feast) of the Nativity of Christ with the 

following words: “Today the Virgin gives birth to the Transcendent One; and 

the earth offers a cave to the Unapproachable. The angels sing his glory with 

the shepherds; the wise men journey with the star. The eternal God is born for 

us as an infant child.” Whether we hear a Christmas song that cheers us up 

and helps us to get into a holiday spirit or we sing a church hymn that is very 

theologically deep, not quite comprehensible yet we always sang it for Christ-

mas, they both bring us joy from a new born child.  A child that God uses in 

order to save us. As Adam was created in the paradise but turned it into a de-

sert, so Christ is being born in the desert that he turns back into a paradise for 

us. Let Christ be born in our hearts, which at times are like a desert, a dark 

cave. When we allow this then Christ will turn our hearts back into a paradise 

for us. This will allow us to sing with pure joy the words of Andy William’s 

song “IT’S THE MOST WONDERFUL TIME OF THE YEAR…” 

 
CHRISTOS RAZDAJETSJA! 
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December 25, 2022 

Christ is Born! 
 

Liturgy Schedule 
Monday December 26 Solemn Holyday:  Synaxis/Holy Family 
   7:00 p.m. Intention of the Parishioners 
Tuesday December 27 Simple Holyday:  St. Stephen 
   7:00 p.m. †Lorraine Abruzzo by Deacon Bill and     

            Nancy Fredrick 
Wednesday December 28 8:30 a.m. †Patti Kucirka by Judy and Charlie Churavy 
Thursday December 29 No Liturgy 
Friday December 30 8:30 a.m. †Rudy Girman by Visickanin Family 
Saturday December 31 Vigil Liturgy 
   4:00 p.m. Health of Charlie Churavy by Churavy Family  
Sunday January 1  Circumcision of Our Lord 
   10:30 a.m. Intention of the Parishioners 
 

                       Altar Servers          Lectors        Greeters 
December 26     7:00 p.m.    Volunteer    
December 27     7:00 p.m.    D. &O. Kupar 
December 31     4:00 p.m.    M&T Ebert         B. Fortlage Paul Secunde 
January 1    10:30 a.m.    D.Tyko,J.Lesnick         C.Csornok S.Pinchak&B.Hallis 
       
 

                                        Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable gift.      2 Corinthians 9:15 

 

Two Holydays This Week 
We keep the spirit of Christmas rolling 

this week with two holydays. Monday is 

a Solemn Feast as we commemorate 

the Synaxis of Mary. The Simple Holyday 

on Tuesday calls to mind St. Stephen the 

First Martyr. Starting time for both liturgies 

is 7:00 p.m. 

 

       Blessing of Homes 2023 

  

   The Blessing of Homes in           

   January of  2023 will be 

done on an "as requested" basis.  Please 

contact the church office by phone or 

email to request that your home be 

blessed in 2023, and Fr. Vasyl will contact 

you to schedule a date and time for 

your home blessing. 

Rectory Rubbish Removal 
Fr. Vasyl is asking for the assistance of one, 

preferably two strong, agile parish volun-

teers to help him remove various "rubbish" 

items from the Garage and Basement of 

the Rectory and take them to the curb for 

pickup by the Brecksville trash trucks on gar-

bage day - Monday.  Please call him at 216-

446-9829 to volunteer and to work out a 

schedule for the removal of the rubbish. 

St. Joseph's Outreach Needs You 
How can you help?  Making sandwiches on 

Tuesdays, collecting used clothes, Fish Fries, 

donating peanut butter/jelly and more, 

there's many ways you can help St. Joseph's 

outreach program.  For more information 

about St. Joseph's Outreach program, please 

contact Jim or Pat Lesnick at 216-973-1430.   



 

 

 

ACME Community Cash Back 
The Ladies' Auxiliary ACME Cash Back 

program ands January 8th.  When you shop 

at ACME and purchase ACME brand 

products, if your receipt lists "Community 

Cash Back" please deposit it in the 

appropriately labeled box below the 

vestibule mailboxes.  

 

Coat for Kids Campaign 
The Knights of Columbus Council 4130 is 

collecting monetary donations that will be 

given to experienced "coat buyers" who will 

purchase coats for the needy kids in 

Northeast Ohio. Envelopes will be available 

on the desk in the church vestibule, and 

you can put your donation in the envelope 

and place it in the collection basket at the 

Divine Liturgy you attend. Checks should 

be made out to "K of C 4130", or cash can 

be donated.   
 

Sanctuary Lamp 
The sanctuary lamp will burn during the 

month of January in memory of  

Michael/Maryann (Margaret) Pinchot. 

Your Weekly Offering 
December 18, 2022 

 
No totals due to early bulletin submission 

Helen Kochis  - home 

Betty Fedor – Mt. Alverna 

Rita Farago  - Mt. Alverna 

Mary Janocko -  Pleasant Lake 

Diane Balasz –  Oaks - verify 

Carol Simmons  - Jennings Brecksville 

Jerry Holderbaum – Pleasant View 

Bob and Carol Vasil – home 

Lillian Schwinn – home 

Florence Orris – home 

Carol Urick – home 

Dorothy Tyburski - Altenheim 

Ken Kalas – Parkside Villa  

Bob and Pat Dirda - home 

Fr. Wolf – Jennings Garfield 

Dolores Grisin - home 

Debbie Vagas – home 

Mary Maly – home 

Judy Zamaria – home  

Steve Katrenich – Chippewa Place 

Joe Popik – home – Hartville 

Lillian Cawley – home 

Mary Jo Keeshock 

Ann Defreese - home 

Please Remember  

Please remember in your prayers our fel-

low parishioners who will not be worship-

ing with us in person this Christmas due 

illness or poor health.  



 

 

This is Christmas 
 

All of today's scripture readings ring with news of great joy. Luke in his poetic way points to the 

signs of this joyful news. The Child born in Bethlehem, is 

wrapped in swaddling clothes, laid in a manger. Not 

an inn, because inns are for travelers who just pass 

through. Bethlehem, because this Child belongs. 

He is the promised Child, a descendent of 

David. Swaddling clothes, because this is truly 

a Child, one of us who needs to be cared for 

like every ordinary child. A manger because 

this Child is poor and without worldly power. 

The Child has glorious names. He is Wonder 

Counselor, Mighty God. Prince of Peace. 

He is Emmanuel, God with us. He is the 

Word. From the beginning, the Word was with 

God. The Word was God. And now the Word 

became flesh and dwelt among us, full of 

grace and truth. Like the star that shines, this 

Child is light in darkness. The darkness has power, 

but the darkness does not overcome him. Little 

wonder that Mary treasured all that the shepherds had 

told and that she pondered it all in her heart. 
 

We've been busy, perhaps we've even been stressed and frantic over these last weeks and 

months, but we need to be still today and in our hearts to ponder and pray. God had given us 

a sign. A sign of his presence. A sign of his love. A sign that he reaches out to us. The Child is the 

sign. His birth is the beginning of his involvement in our life. As we become still within ourselves, 

we can find joy in this mysterious truth that God loves us and dwells among us. But the child 

born in Bethlehem comes as a reassurance that God has not abandoned us, that God is 

present, and that darkness will not overcome us. Today is not a day to be spoiled by darkness. 

Today we can let our hearts be touched and filled by God's peace and joy. The Christ Child 

was with Mary and Joseph. Today is a day for being with our own loved ones and family and for 

allowing God's love to warm and strengthen the bonds of our love. May we be blessed by his 

peace this day, so that in the days to come his peace may spread out from us to the world that 

he came to save. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 


