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Ringing in a New Year—God’s Way 
 

If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation;  

old things have passed away;  

behold, all things have become new.     

2 Corinthians 5:17 
 

New Year’s Day is a public holiday in the United States and many other countries. 

January 1 became generally recognized as the beginning of the year in the 1500’s with 

the adoption of the Gregorian calendar. In the United States, the holiday is traditionally 

considered to be a time to take stock of one’s life and to make resolutions for the 

coming year. 
 

The best way for believers to celebrate each New Year’s Day is to resolve to live more 

like the new creation that the apostle Paul says we are. Once we accept the sacrifice 

that Christ made on our behalf, we enter into the New Covenant and God begins a 

new work of creation in us. He gives us a new heart, a new self, and a new song. We’re 

called to have new attitudes and a new lifestyle. As we grow, God brings new 

opportunities of service and teaches us new truths. 
 

We also get a new future. As we read Revelation, we can take comfort in thinking 

about the time when God will right all wrongs, heal all hurts, 

and give us a new name and a new home. With the arrival 

of each new year, we get closer to the Ancient of Days, 

who promises, “Look, I am making everything 

new!” (Revelation 21:5) 



 

 

January 8, 2023 

Christ is Baptized! 
 

Liturgy Schedule 
Monday January 9     8:30 a.m.  †Irene(Betty) Trompak by the Primuth Family 
Tuesday January 10     8:30 a.m.  †George Shirilla by Nicholas and Mary Lizanich 
Wednesday January 11     8:30 a.m.  †Bernadine Hadbavny by Dolores Grisin 
Thursday January 12     No Liturgy   
Friday January 13     8:30 a.m.  †Joseph Novak by Larry & Mary Vasil 
Saturday January 14     4:00 p.m.  Health and Blessings for Maria Ritchie by Jean           

                Henderson 
Sunday January 15     10:30 a.m.  Intention of the Parishioners  
 

                    Altar Servers      Lectors                     Greeters 
January 14 4:00 p.m. M&T Ebert   J.Pinchot            J.Pinchot&L.Greb  
January 15 10:30 a.m. J&W Hallis                        A.Pinchak                N&M Matyas 
 

If you’re headed in the wrong direction, God allows U-turns. 

DISCOUNTED TICKETS FOR $200 FOR THE EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS IN 

INDIANAPOLIS 2024.  

Order through your parish office until January 27, 2023. Ticket does not cover housing, food 

and any other expenses. The U.S. bishops have selected the Archdiocese of Indianapolis to 

host the first national eucharistic congress in 48 years. The local events will culminate in a 

National Eucharistic Congress, which will be held from July 17-21, 2024 in Indianapolis.  At 

this historic gathering, Catholics of all ages will come together to worship our Eucharistic 

Lord with expectant faith. There, the Holy Spirit promises to enkindle a missionary fire in the 

heart of our nation as we reconsecrate ourselves to the source and summit of our faith. The 

National Eucharistic Revival is a three-year program being undertaken by the United States 

Conference of Catholic Bishops.  Learn more at : https://eucharisticrevival.org/ 

 

The candles burning in front of the major icons and the icon on the tetrapod are for the 

following intentions for the year 2023: 

St. Nicholas- Deceased members of the Zemba/Kozak Families  

Mother of God - Intentions of the Ricco Family 

Christ Our Lord - Intentions of the Frank/Janet Petruno Family 

St. Joseph - Special Intentions of Don &  Shirley LaFleur 

 Tetrapod - In memory of George & Elsie Marchak  

  In memory of Joan Sidor 

Icon Candles 

 

https://eucharisticrevival.org/


 

 

Financial Reports 
Today closes the books on donations for 2022. 

Any envelopes from last year from this point 

onward will be counted for 2023. We’re 

hoping to have the financial report in your 

hands by the end of the month.  

Your Weekly Offering 
January 1, 2023 

Sunday: 

E-giving: 

 Student Envelopes: 

Cash: 

Candles: 

Holy Days: 

Horizons: 

Initial Envelope Donation: 

Building Fund: 

Christmas: 

Total: 

$4716.00 

318.00 

36.50 

66.00 

124.00 

494.00 

30.00 

130.00 

45.00 

1240.00 

$7199.50 

 

 

 

Men's Book Group  
The Men’s Book Group will be meeting on 

Thursday evenings 7:00 - 9:00 PM beginning 

January 26, 2023 to mid March. We will be 

reading "Jesus and the Jewish Roots of Mary" 

by Brant Pitre. The book takes an in depth 

look at the biblical (and other sources) case 

for Catholic teachings related to Mary. Let 

Jim Hritz know, 440-915-6292 , text or call, if 

you plan to attend to arrange for a book. 

New "BYZANTEEN" Group Format 
 

Fr. Lukas Mitro has informed us that the 

"BYZANTEEN" group will be reactivated in 2023, 

with the meetings held at Holy Resurrection 

Parish in Euclid, Ohio. The age group has been 

changed to include children 10 to 15 years of 

age in order to grow the group at a younger 

age so as to maintain the interest of the chil-

dren as they mature.  More details to follow in 

future bulletins. 

Save the Date 
 

January 9 - A-OK Club 11:30am 

January 10 - Sandwich Making 10am 

January 10 - Men’s Club 7pm 

January 14 - Volunteer Dinner 5:30pm   

January 15 - ECF 9:30am 

January 17 - Sandwich Making 11am 

January 19 - Finance Committee 7pm 

Blessing of Homes 2023 
 

The Blessing of Homes in January of 2023 will 

be done on an "as requested" basis.  Please 

contact the church office by phone or 

email to request that your home be blessed 

in 2023, and Fr. Vasyl will contact you to 

schedule a date and time for your home 

blessing. 

Coat for Kids Campaign  
Again this year, the Knights of 

Columbus Council 4130 is  

collecting monetary donations 

that will be given to  

experienced "coat buyers" 

who will purchase coats for 

the needy kids in Northeast Ohio.  

Envelopes will be available on the desk in 

the church vestibule, and you can put 

your donation in the envelope and place it 

in the collection basket at the Divine  

Liturgy you attend. Checks should be 

made out to "K of C 4130", or cash can be  

donated. Our parish has at least 5 men 

who are members of the Council, includ-

ing Fr. Vasyl and Deacon Bill. St. Joe's has 

always been a generous supporter of 

Knights of Columbus Charities, and we 

thank you in advance for your generosity. 

Especially, the kids who will be warm 



 

 

 

 
 

The Choice 
 

IT’S QUIET. It’s early. My coffee is hot. The sky is still black. The world is still asleep. The day 

is coming. 
 

In a few moments the day will arrive. It will roar down the track with the rising of the sun. 

The stillness of the dawn will be exchanged for the noise of the day. The calm of solitude 

will be replaced by the pounding pace of the human race. The refuge of the early 

morning will be invaded by decisions to be made and deadlines to be met. 
 

For the next twelve hours I will be exposed to the day’s demands. It is now that I must 

make a choice. Because of Calvary, I’m free to choose. And so I choose. 
 

 

I choose love…No occasion justifies hatred; no injustice warrants bitterness. I choose 

love. Today I will love God and what God loves. 
 

I choose joy…I will invite my God to be the God of circumstance. I will refuse the 

temptation to be cynical...the tool of the lazy thinker. I will refuse to see people as 

anything less than human beings, created by God. I will refuse to see any problem as 

anything less than an opportunity to see God. 
 

I choose peace…I will live forgiven. I will forgive so that I may live. 
 

I choose patience…I will overlook the inconveniences of the world. Instead of cursing 

the one who takes my place, I’ll invite him to do so. Rather than complain that the wait is 

too long, I will thank God for a moment to pray. Instead of clinching my fist at new 

assignments, I will face them with joy and courage. 
 

I choose kindness…I will be kind to the poor, for they are alone. Kind to the rich, for they 

are afraid. And kind to the unkind, for such is how God has treated me. 
 

I choose goodness…I will go without a dollar before I take a dishonest one. I will be 

overlooked before I will boast. I will confess before I will accuse. I choose goodness. 
 

I choose faithfulness…Today I will keep my promises. My debtors will not regret their trust. 

My associates will not question my word. My wife will not question my love. And my 

children will never fear that their father will not come home. 
 

I choose gentleness…Nothing is won by force. I choose to be gentle. If I raise my voice 

may it be only in praise. If I clench my fist, may it be only in prayer. If I make a demand, 

may it be only of myself. 
 

I choose self-control…I am a spiritual being. After this body is dead, my spirit will soar. I 

refuse to let what will rot rule the eternal. I choose self-control. I will be drunk only by joy. I 

will be impassioned only by my faith. I will be influenced only by God. I will be taught 

only by Christ. I choose self-control. 
 

Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. 

To these I commit my day. If I succeed, I will give thanks. If I fail, I will seek his grace. And 

then, when this day is done, I will place my head on my pillow and rest. 

—From When God Whispers Your Name by Max Lucado 


