
 

 



 

 

“Living the Word of Christ Together” 
 
 

 

As Christians believing in the resurrection of Jesus Christ, we should realize that those who 

are deceased are with us and are part of our church in the same way as those who live on 

this earth. Therefore, not only do we pray for them but they also pray for us. As someone 

asks their friends for prayer and at the same time prays for them, so we pray for one anoth-

er without any concern that we are separated by death. 

 

When we pray for the living and the dead we say, “Lord, have mercy.” In reality, we do not 

know what specifically to pray for in regards to those with whom we live. Only God knows 

what is best for our salvation, so we pray, “Lord, have mercy.” Likewise, we do not know 

the needs and concerns of the departed, only God knows, and believing in His knowledge 

we pray, “Lord, have mercy.” 

 

St. Ambrose (+397), when he preached on the fortieth day after the death of Emperor The-

odosius (+395), was consoling the survivors with these words: “... I love him (the Emperor), 

and will not leave him until, through my tears and prayers, I bring him to the holy mountain 

of God (Psalm 2:6), where is eternal life” (Sermon at the grave of Theodosius, 37). We Chris-

tians therefore, have a very important role in praying for the departed especially since we 

are their advocates who defend their souls which are already standing before God’s face 

and awaiting the second coming of Jesus Christ at the Last Judgment. 

 

As Eastern Christians we have many opportunities during the liturgical year to pray for the 

souls of the departed. St. John Damascene writes, “Saturday (Shabbat in Hebrew) means 

rest, when God rested on this day from his work of creation (Genesis 2: 2-3). On this day of 

rest we remember the departed loved ones, as they are resting from their worldly worries.” 

For us Eastern Christians it is the symbol of Great and Holy Saturday, when Jesus ‘rested’ in 

the tomb and descended into Hades. According to ancient Christian tradition, every Satur-

day is dedicated to prayer and the commemoration of the departed. 
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WHY AND WHEN TO PRAY FOR THE DEPARTED  

(ON ALL SOULS SATURDAY) 
 
By Fr. Marek Visnovsky 



 

 

February 19, 2023 

Glory to Jesus Christ! 
 

Liturgy Schedule 
Monday February 20 8:30 a.m.  Lenten Devotions 
Tuesday February 21 8:30 a.m.  Moleben to Jesus  
Wednesday February 22 7:00 p.m.  †Rita Farago by Sue and Stan Derbin 
Thursday February 23 No Liturgy   
Friday February 24 7:00 p.m.  †Dan Kattler by Jack and Joyce Pinchot 
Saturday February 25 4:00 p.m.  †Marian Pfeil by Ray and Jackie Pfiel 
Sunday February 26 10:30 a.m.  Intention of the Parishioners 
 

                    

  Altar Servers      Lectors         Greeters 
February 25 4:00 p.m. M&T Ebert                R. Evans     J. Pinchot & L. Greb 
February 26 10:30 a.m. D.Tytko & J. Lesnick              S. Jaroscak      J. Carrig & R. Thornton 
                    J&C Loya 

Save the Date  
All are invited to a Lenten Afternoon of Reflection 
on Sunday, March 19 with a talk by Mother Cecilia 
""Who am I? Rediscovering Our Identity as Chil-
dren of God" 
 
Our sins and anxieties are a result of forgetting that 
we are children of God and that everything the Father 
has is ours. Why do we forget our identity? How do 
we recover it? Why should we recover it? Mother  
Cecilia will reflect on these questions and share ex-
periences from her own life to help you rediscover 
your identity and set out on the path of greater free-
dom and joy. 

Mother Cecilia is a nun of Christ the Bridegroom 
Monastery in Burton, Ohio. She was raised Byzantine 
Catholic in her home parish, St. Joseph’s in Brecks-
ville, Ohio, and joined Mother Theodora in founding 
the monastery in 2009. She enjoys silence, prayer, 
the outdoors, creating art, and writing poetry and mu-
sic.  

 

The day starts with Divine Liturgy at 10:30 am.  Im-
mediately following the liturgy there will be a light 
lunch followed by the talk.  After the talk there will be 
an opportunity for confessions.   

Please sign up on the sheet on the bulletin board or 
RSVP to Darlene Hritz at 440-237-5237 for lunch 
preparation purposes.  Sponsored by the St. Jo-
seph's Ladies' Auxiliary. 

PINE TREE REMOVAL  

THANK YOU 
Thank you! to the anonymous woods-

men who chopped up the big fallen 

pine tree to the east of the garage, and 

Thank you! to the Scouts who discarded 

of the wood into our ravine for 

"recycling". Your efforts are much appre-

ciated. 

 

SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY  

THANK YOU 
Thank you! to the generous parishioners 

who contributed $1120.33 to our "Soup 

Pots" to benefit the St. Joseph Outreach. 

Because of your generosity, hundreds of 

homeless men will eat a good meal at 

the 2100 Lakeside Homeless Shelter. Re-

member, donations are always needed 

to help fund our St. Joseph Outreach. 

Cash or check donations are welcome 

and appreciated. Checks can be made 

out to : St. Joseph Outreach. Any dona-

tion can be given directly to Pat or Jim 

Lesnick, or you can put the donation in 

the "L" mail slot of our mailbox system. 

Thank you in advance for your  

generosity! 

 



 

 

Your Weekly Offering 
February 12, 2023 

Sunday: 

Egiving:  

 Student Envelopes: 

Cash: 

Candles: 

Holy Days: 

Horizons: 

Initial Envelope Donation: 

Fuel: 

Holidays: 

 
Total: 

$4,074.00 

125.00 

42.00 

110.00 

105.00 

290.00 

10.00 

13.00 

50.00 

30.00 
 

$4,849.00 

 

 
 
 

 

Upcoming Events 
February 20 - BLESS Group 9:30am 

February 21– Sandwich Making 10:15am 

February 22 - Presanctified Liturgy 7pm  

February 23 - Men’s Book Club 7pm 

February 23 - BLESS Group 7pm 

February  24 - Lenten Fish Fry  

February  24 - Presanctified Liturgy 7pm 

Men's Club Family 

Swim 
The Men’s Club is  

sponsoring a Family 

Swim on Sunday, March 5, from 1-3 pm, at 

the Seven Hills Recreation Center.  

questions. 

Financial Reports 
Please pickup your financial report in the 

vestibule.  

Lenten Fish Frys 
Help is needed 
9:30am - 6:30pm 

Any time you can give is appreciated. 
 
Lenten Fish Frys begin Friday, February 24th  

and will be served every  

Friday through March 31st.  
Lunch: 11:30 - 1:00pm 

Dinner: 3:30 - 6:30pm 

Glory to Jesus Christ! 
  

With the hope of the Resurrection of Our Lord, 

God, and Savior Jesus Christ we inform you 

and ask you to please keep in your prayers 

the soul of the Very Rev. Mitred Archpriest 

John Kachuba, a retired priest of the Eparchy 

of Parma.  Fr. John passed away February 12, 

2023, at his home in Westlake, Ohio, at the 

age of 75 and after almost 49 years of priestly 

service to the Eparchy of Parma. 

  

In blessed repose, grant, O Lord, eternal rest 

to your departed servant Father John and  

remember him forever. Eternal memory, eter-

nal memory, blessed repose, eternal memory. 

  

Stewardship  
Here’s the latest update from the 

chancery office. 
Donors…45 

Pledged…$12,151 

Goal…$25,700.00 

 

Send your form directly to the  

chancery in the envelope they  

provided. We need everyone’s  

participation in this important appeal.   

  
 

 

 

 

Club 

Forever Young Club 
Sign up for the next  

meeting is hanging in the 

vestibule. Join us for a 

luncheon and a Liturgical 

Q&A Forum with Deacon 

Bill.  
March 15th 12-2pm 
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Throughout the liturgical calendar there are five special All Souls Saturdays where we remem-

ber the departed and pray ‘panachida’ (from Greek all-night vigil, or vigil) with 

‘hramoty’ (from the Greek grammata, which literally translates to list, document). The first All 

Souls Saturday is on Meatfare Saturday, which is the day before Meatfare Sunday when the 

Gospel about the Last Judgment is proclaimed (Matthew 25:31-46). In our charity, we Chris-

tians pray and intercede to the merciful Lord that He place the souls of the departed on His 

right side when He comes to judge the living and the dead. The second, third, and fourth All 

Souls Saturdays are during the Great Fast (Lent). Furthermore, since the commemoration is for 

all the reposed together, it reminds each of us of our own death and arouses us to repent-

ance. The fifth All Souls Saturday is before the feast of Pentecost. On this Saturday, we com-

memorate the souls of the departed starting with our forefather Adam. The plan of salvation is 

completed with the sending of the Holy Spirit, and since God’s will is for everyone to be saved 

(1 Timothy 2:4), we pray for the departed on the day before Pentecost so that they can be a 

part of God’s plan of salvation. 

 

It is an old custom to pray and serve the Divine Liturgy for the departed on the third, ninth, 

and fortieth day after death, and this includes the day of death in the count. According to 

Holy Tradition, the soul of the departed is present on earth until the third day (the raising of 

Lazarus is on the fourth day, since the Jews believed that the body could be raised from the 

dead in the first three days, see John:11-17), then the angels carry the soul and show it para-

dise and heaven from the third to ninth day, and then Hades is shown to the soul from the 

ninth to fortieth day. 

 

We can pray the Jesus Prayer “Lord, Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, a sinner” for 

the departed in private, or we can pray the Psalms which are a very old form of praying for 

the departed, especially Psalms 51, 91, and 119 (50, 90, 118 in LXX). 

 

The noblest form of praying for the departed is commemoration during the Divine Liturgy. In 

this way the souls of the departed, who have been saved by the Lord, are participating in the 

eternal heavenly banquet when we receive the Body and Blood of Our Lord, God and Sav-

ior, Jesus Christ in the Holy Eucharist. When we experience Heaven on Earth through Jesus 

Christ, we experience the communication and presence of the angelic choirs, all the saints, 

and the souls saved by the Lord. At the same time we pray for the departed souls waiting for 

the Second Coming of Christ and the Last Judgment by saying the words: “O God of spirits 

and all flesh, you trampled death and broke the power of the devil and granted life to your 

world. Now grant rest, O Lord, to the souls of your departed servants, in a place of light, joy, 

and peace where there is no pain, sorrow, nor mourning. As a good and loving God, forgive 

every sin committed by them in word, deed, or thought, since there is no one who lives and 

does not sin. You alone are without sin; your justice is eternal justice; and your word is truth. For 

you, O Christ our God, are the resurrection, the life, and the repose of your departed servants, 

and we give glory to you, with your eternal Father, and your all-holy, good, and life-creating 

Spirit, now and ever and forever. Amen.” 


