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The constant flood of influence that comes through 
the internet and social media in all of its various 
forms, along with social pressures from peers, make 
it difficult for children to live virtuous and holy 
lives.  
In the digital age, it’s not a matter of if your child 
will see something inappropriate online it’s a matter 
of when. And regrettably, internet pornography is 
teaching our children how and what to think about 
sex and marriage. 
Next weekend, our parish will be celebrating our 
second annual Safe Haven Sunday. Bishop Folda 
asked that on this weekend of awareness we provide 
free resources to you to give you confidence to talk 
to your children about internet dangers, as well as 
their personal online and offline choices.  
Please join me with your prayers and presence as we 
continue to fight this grave evil affecting our culture 
and especially attacking our youth and families.  

 

In Pursuit of God’s Perfection 
 

Jesus is perfection personified. He is holy. He is 
good. He is the champion of the poor and the dis-

criminated. He is forgiving. He is love. 
Jesus is our hope for salvation and eter-

nal life. Jesus was sent to us by the Fa-
ther so that we may emulate Him and 

share the love of God with all we meet. 
Today’s gospel speaks of some of the 
human tendencies we must overcome in 

order to accept the gift of perfection that 
God so generously offers. We must let go of our 

anger when we are wronged and offer forgiveness. 

We must share our resources with those less fortu-
nate. We must love our neighbors even when they 

are unlovable. 
Accepting God’s gift of perfection, His son Jesus, is 

only the beginning of a demanding jour-
ney. There will be days when we are 

discouraged. There will be days when we 
wonder if it will be worth it. Jesus may 
have had similar thoughts in the days 

leading to His crucifixion. But, He relied 
on His heavenly Father and is now seat-

ed at God’s right hand. Hold on to your 
faith! God is the strength we need, to make it through 

this life, to be with Him forever in Heaven.  

From Fr. Pfeifer - I want to express 
my sincere appreciation and gratitude 
for all the calls, cards, prayers, love, 
texts, help, and food brought to the 
house this past week during my time 
with influenza. I offered up my time 
for you and your intentions. Your 
kindness will never be forgotten, and I 
am grateful for all of you.   

Join us for the K of C Fish Fry 
Fri., Mar. 6th: 6 PM - 7:30 PM   

Free-will offering (after Mass and Sta-
tions of the Cross) - Social Hall 

 

Take Out boxes  
will be available 
Menu:  two kinds 
of fish, potato, & 

coleslaw 

 

 

7th SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME 

“I say to you, love your  
enemies and pray for those 

who persecute you.”  
- Mt. 5:44 

February 23, 2020              Fr. Neil Pfeifer, Pastor  
stphilipnerinapoleon.org          Office: 754-2860        Father Pfeifer Cell: 208-1124 

Weekly During Lent 
Zeeland - 5 PM on Wednesday 

Napoleon - 5:30 PM Friday 
Wishek - 7:30 PM Friday 

 

Weekend Mass Schedule 
Saturday, February 29th   
Ashley - 3:30 PM Confessions; 4 PM Mass (Fr. Asselin) 
Wishek - 4 PM Confessions; 4:30 PM Mass  
Napoleon - 6:30 PM Confessions; 7:00 PM Mass  
Sunday, March 1st 
Zeeland- 7:30 AM Confessions; 8 AM Mass  
Care Center - 8:45 AM Communion Service  
Napoleon - 10:00AM Confessions; 10:30AM Mass   
- - - - - - - CCD - 9:15 to 10:15 grades k to 6 - - - - - --  

Feb. 29—Mar. 1 - next weekend 

 

Do you need prayer for yourself or others? Call 
Janet 516-4944 with intentions for our prayer chain. 

In Pursuit of God’s Perfection 



 This Week’s Events at St. Philip Neri  This Week’s Mass Schedule… 
Confessions 30 minutes before Mass 
& Rosary 25 minutes before Mass! 

Sunday, February 23  
5:30pm - K C 4th Degree Meeting/Potluck (Social Hall) 
Monday, February 24   
7:30pm to 9:30 PM - Adoration 
7:40pm - Lectio: Eucharist Series (Social Hall) 
7:45pm - K C business meeting (St. Boniface) 
Tuesday, February 25  
6:45am - Young Men’s Group (St. Michael) 
5:00pm - RCIC Children’s RCIA (Social Hall) 
5:30pm - Mardi Gras Fat Tuesday Party (Social Hall) 
7:30pm to 9:30 PM - Adoration 
Wednesday, February 26 - Ash Wednesday 
6:30am - Be A Man Study Series (Social Hall) 
5:15pm - Who Am I to Judge Series (Social Hall) 
8:30pm to 9:30 PM - Adoration after Mass 
Thursday, February 27   
5:30am - Exposition: Adoration all Day 
6:30pm - RCIA start-up (Social Hall) 
7:45pm - RCIA topic: Holy Eucharist (Social Hall) 
Friday, February 28 
Adoration all Day 
Saturday, February 29   
8:00am to 10:00am - Adoration 
9:00am to 11:00am - Confirmation Parents Meeting 
Sunday, March 1  
8:00am to 10:00am - Adoration  
9:15am to 10:15am - CCD grades K to 6 
9:15am to 10:15am - Oremus (Social Hall) 

 

—THANK YOU FOR SERVING OUR PARISH— 

7:00 PM 

Saturday 
Feb 29th 

10:30 AM 

Sunday 
Mar 1st 

Extra Ordinary  
Ministers of  

Holy Communion 

Sacristan/ 
Rosary 

Lectors 
Ushers/ 

Gift Bearers 
Altar 

Servers 

Kaydra Kleppe 
Ximena Salazar 

Felicia Haas 

Helen Braun 
Dennis Weigel 
Jackie Weigel 

Kasey  
Grunefelder 

Cindy Weigel 
Jim Fettig 

Tucker Schneider 
Riley Dewald 

Anna Bitz 
Amelia Moch 
Michael Moch 

Kyle Haas  
Family/ 

Rose Geffre 
& Lorraine Piatz 

Mitch Leier 
Family/ 

 Janet Dewald & 
Debbie Sperle 

Rick Regner/ 
Mary  

Schneider 

Lori Gross/ 
Brooks Becker 

Dawn Becker/ 
Paul Haegele 

Anita Fettig/ 
Richard Gross 

Stewardship Moment - Feb. 23rd – 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

“But I say to you, love your enemies  
and pray for those who persecute you…”  Matt. 5:44 
Thoughts on the gospel to help us think as stewards: 

Love your enemies, easier said than done, no doubt.  But, remember, the foundation of stewardship 
is prayer.  When we are in close communication with God, it opens our heart & it turns our attention 

away from “me” & moves it towards God & others.  It allows us to have a little more empathy for 
“our enemy”.  When we pray for others, even “our enemies”, maybe it softens their hearts as well. 

Last Weekend’s  
Stewardship of Treasure:   

Adults: $3,198.00 
Children: $75.82 

Education Opportunities To Help Us  
in Our Journey of Faith this Week: 

 

Lectio - Unveiling the Eucharist   
Mon. Feb. 24 - 7:40 PM Social Hall 

“Miracles of Exodus: Manna and Water” 
————— 

Be A Man God Created You to Be!  
Wed., Feb. 26 - 6:30 AM Social Hall 

“Be A Man Who Lives in the Holy Spirit” 
————— 

Who Am I To Judge?  
Wed. Feb. 26 - 5:15 PM Social Hall 

The Lost “Art of Living” 
————— 

Oremus - Guide to Catholic Prayer 
Sun., Feb. 23 - Not meeting due to no CCD  

Sun., Mar. 1 - 9:15 AM Social Hall  
“Lectio Divina” 

Monday, February 24 

7:00pm (L) Health of Leo Grossman by Paul & 

Shauna Bitz   
 

Tuesday, February 25  

5:00pm † Bill Schmitt by Delrose Schmitt &  

Family  
 

Wednesday, February 26 - Ash Wednesday 

9:00am Care Center † Sharon Feist by Karen Feist  
Helper: Helen Braun 
 

7:30pm † Paul Becker by David & Dawn Becker 
 

Thursday, February 27   

8:00am † Gerry Hilzendeger by Andy & Barb 

Hilzendeger  
 

Friday, February 28 - Benediction/Mass/Exposition 

5:00pm † Rose Reis by Brenda Reis  
 

Saturday, February 29 
7:00pm † Our living & deceased Parishioners 
 

Sunday, March 1 

10:30am † Bert Schumacher by Ron & Annette 

Schumacher Family  

God’s Gift Commitment Weekend 
Today, we ask you to bring & complete the 
pledge card that you received in the mail this 
week, and put it into the offertory basket.  
Thank you for completing your pledge card, 
indicating your gift to our diocesan church.  If 
you did not receive a pledge card, there are 
cards located in the front entrance of the 
church.  It is important for all of us to partici-
pate to support our diocesan church in carrying 
out the gospel mission.   
Our diocesan goal is $3,288,934, and our local 
goal is $49,968.  Together, as a parish family, 
we can achieve our goal!   

Extra Adorers Are Needed! 
Our Lord wanted to be known and loved every 
day of the week in Napoleon. There is adora-
tion now 7 days a week, thank you for your 
response.  We are in need of a second adorer 
for the following hours that have only one ador-
er. If you can help, please call Maria at 754-
2474, or let the parish office know. 
Tuesday - 7:30pm Thursday - 11am 
Friday -1am, 9am, 10am, & 9pm 
Saturday -  9am  Sunday - 8am, 9am 
 

Knights of Columbus News & Events: 

 Feb. 22 & 23 - Tootsie Roll Sales for free-
will offering; funds help Special Olympics 

 Feb. 23 - 4th Degree Meeting & Potluck 

 Meeting Monday, Feb. 24th after  Mass 

A new set of RCIA Classes will be beginning on 
Thurs., Feb. 27th at 6:30pm in the Social Hall.  
These classes are for:     
 

 Unbaptized adults who wish to become Catho-
lic. 

 Baptized Christians who wish to become Cath-
olic & receive Communion & Confirmation. 

 Anyone who is Catholic and is interested in 
learning more about the faith. 

 

Anyone is welcome to learn the faith! 
 

This is rescheduled from last week due to flu 
Please Continue to Pray a Rosary Daily 

For these following intentions: 
1. Conversion of everyone in our county, family, 

and neighborhood. 
2. Vocations to the priesthood and religious life. 
Our goal is 9,000 before Easter and we are current-
ly at  3,589.  If you are trying to help us reach our 
goal, please fill out a sheet and log your rosaries in 
the front entrance of the church.   



Lent 2020 - Into the Desser t with 

our Lord to fast & Pray! 

 

Dynamic Catholic is offer ing a FREE email 

program from Ash Wednesday to Easter. Join 

them for an incredible 40 day journey toward 

the best-version-of-yourself.  

Each day of Lent you’ll receive… 

• Short Inspirational Videos (less than 4 min) 

• Practical Tips  

• Real-Life Encouraging Stories 

Sign Up for your FREE daily email at 

www.bestlentever.com 

We encourage you to pick up a baby bottle or two as you 
leave church to assist and support the St. Gianna Maternity 
Home in Warsaw, ND.  This home is a safe haven for women 
who have unexpected pregnancies & don’t know where else 
to turn.  We ask you to add coins, bills, or checks to support 
this worthy cause.  The bottles can be returned to the church 
throughout the Lenten Season. 

LENTEN BABY BOTTLE PROJECT STARTS FEB. 26TH  

PROCEEDS BENEFIT ST. GIANNA MATERNITY HOME         
Located in Warsaw, ND 

 

 

Imagine how the world would be different  
if we allowed Jesus to restore, establish, & strength-

en our love for Him over these next 40 DAYS! 

Fasting & Abstinence Refresher 

Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are obligatory days of 
fasting and abstinence for Catholics.  

In addition, Fridays during Lent are obligatory days of absti-
nence. 

For members of the Latin Catholic Church, the norms on fast-
ing are obligatory from age 18 until age 59. When fasting, 
a person is permitted to eat one full meal, as well as two 
smaller meals that together are not equal to a full meal, and 
no snacking between meals.  

The norms concerning abstinence from meat are binding 
upon members of the Latin Catholic Church from age 14 and 
older.  That is, all meat items & any items made with meat. 

Christian tradition can name at least 7 reasons for fasting: 

1. From the beginning, God commanded some fasting, and   
sin entered into the world because Adam and Eve broke 
the fast. 

2. For a Christian, fasting is ultimately about fasting from 
sin. 

3. Fasting reveals our dependence on God and not the re-
sources of this world. 

4. Fasting is an ancient way of preparing for the Eucharist—
the truest of foods. 

5. Fasting is preparation for Baptism (and all the sacra-
ments)—for the reception of grace. 

6. Fasting is a means of saving resources to give to the poor. 
7. Fasting is a means of self-discipline, chastity, and the re-

straining of the appetites. 

Check out the FREE Lenten Resources In 

the Front Entrance of the Church for you! 

 What to give up for Lent: 25 Creative Ideas 

(green paper) 

 102 Things You Should Really Give Up For 

Lent by Christina Mead (blue paper) 

 Daily Reflections for Lent: a pocketbook de-

signed to easily fit in your coat or jeans 

pocket with daily scripture, reflections, med-

itations and prayer.  

 Best Lent Ever Journal: Give just a few 

minutes to God every day and make the ab-

solute most of your Lenten Journey.  Each 

day watch a short video (same as listed in the 

box above this) and answer the questions  in 

the journal. To sign up for daily emails go to 

www.bestlentever.com.  

http://www.bestlentever.com


Why we do what we do? Lent is coming up, which 
means that pretty soon, we’ll only be able to have meat 
six days a week. We abstain from meat on Fridays dur-
ing this special season, so we’re going to have to find 
other things to eat on those days. For example, a lot of 
people have fish or pizza for dinner, and if you normally 
eat cold cut sandwiches for lunch, you might have tuna 
or peanut butter and jelly instead. But why do we do 
this? Is there any rhyme or reason to it, or is it just an 
arbitrary and useless rule that serves no real purpose? 

Making a Sacrifice 

To begin, Lent is a penitential season, a season when 
we deny ourselves certain pleasures in order to grow in 
holiness, and abstaining from meat on Fridays is one 
such sacrifice. Now, we do these kinds of things for a 
few reasons: 

1) We do it to express sorrow and atone for our sins. 
2) It’s like spiritual exercise. It builds up our willpower so 
that when we’re faced with temptations to sin, we’re 
strong enough to resist them. 
3) It helps to keep our focus on God. By giving up earth-
ly things, it helps to make sure that we don’t get overly 
attached to them to the point that we begin to forget 
about God. Essentially, it reminds us that as great as 
earthly things may be, we live for something greater. 

So when the Church tells us that we can’t eat meat on 
Fridays during Lent, it’s simply imposing a mandatory 
sacrifice to make sure that we practice at least some self
-denial. The Church could’ve told us to give up anything, 
but she chose meat on Fridays. The important thing is 
that we make some sort of sacrifice during these forty 
days, and by making us abstain from meat on Fridays, 
the Church is making sure that we do. 

It’s like when parents tell their kids to eat their broccoli at 
dinnertime. There’s nothing intrinsically necessary about 
broccoli. You can eat a very healthy diet without it, but 
parents often choose it just to make sure that their kids 
eat something healthy. They could choose other healthy 
foods, but if they choose broccoli, then their kids have to 
eat broccoli. And that’s what the law about abstaining 
from meat on Fridays during Lent is like. It’s the Church 
choosing one sacrifice among a multitude of options 
simply to make sure that we do something. 

Why Friday? 

But that’s not to say that there’s no rhyme or reason be-
hind this particular sacrifice at all. There is. For one, we 
do penance on Fridays because that’s the day when Je-
sus died. As he says in the Gospels, “The days will 
come, when the bridegroom is taken away from them, 
and then they will fast” (Matthew 9:15). In this saying, 
Jesus is the bridegroom, the day when he’s taken away 
is the day of his death, and the “they” who will fast are 
his followers. 

In context (the entire story is Matthew 9:14-17), Jesus is 

explaining that his disciples didn’t fast during his earthly 
ministry because he was still with them, but they would 
fast after he was taken away at his death. So to com-
memorate Jesus’ death, the Church today still practices 
self-denial on Fridays, the day he died. 

Why Meat? 

And why do we give up meat specifically? This is where 
it gets tricky. I’ve heard multiple reasons for this, and 
since it’s outside my area of expertise, I can’t give a de-
finitive answer. However, as far as I can tell, the reason 
seems to be that in the ancient world, meat was eaten at 
festive occasions. For example, in the parable of the 
prodigal son, when the prodigal son finally comes home, 
his father throws a banquet to celebrate, and he kills “the 
fattened calf” for the feast (Luke 15:23). 

The early Christians didn’t think it was right to eat festive 
foods on the day Jesus died, so abstaining from meat on 
Fridays became a common practice. This also explains 
why seafood is okay. When people would eat meat at 
these celebrations, the meat was that of land animals, 
not sea creatures, so the Church abstained from the 
meat of land animals but not from seafood. 

Admittedly, this reasoning doesn’t really apply to our cul-
ture today. We can easily substitute fish for meat, and 
we don’t normally view one as more festive than the oth-
er. Nevertheless, this practice can still serve as a legiti-
mate sacrifice for us. For example, you might go out to a 
restaurant that has a meat dish you absolutely love, and 
you’ll have to get something else. Granted, it’s not the 
biggest sacrifice in the world, but it’s still a sacrifice. 

The Most Important Thing 

At the end of the day, the origins of the practice aren’t all 
that important; it doesn’t matter why the Church started 
doing it. Instead, the important thing is that it still works 
as a form of self-denial today, and even though it may 
not be as harsh as it used to be, the fact is that abstain-
ing from meat on Fridays during Lent is still a legitimate 
sacrifice. 

Yes, the Church could’ve chosen to impose some other 
form of self-denial on us, but like kids whose parents 
make them eat broccoli, we have to accept the choice 
the Church has made. Those kids have to eat broccoli 
even though other foods are just as healthy (and maybe 
even healthier), and we have to abstain from meat on 
Fridays even though other forms of sacrifice are just as 
good (and maybe even better). 

The point is that we should be practicing self-denial dur-

ing Lent, and by making this rule, the Church is trying to 

get us to at least do something. We should actually go 

beyond the bare minimum that the Church requires, but 

that bare minimum is at least a start, just like eating 

broccoli is at least a start to a healthy diet. 

This article is from Catholic365.com 


