
St. Philip Neri Catholic Church Lord, help me to see. 
Today we hear about Jesus giving sight to a blind-

man. Have you ever wondered why Jesus put clay 
on the man’s eyes and told him to go 
wash? Why didn’t Jesus just cure the 

blind man on the spot? 
Perhaps Jesus wanted to show the blind 
man and others that faith is more than 
just believing. Our faith is a faith of 

action. The blind man made a choice to obey Je-
sus without question. As a result, the man’s eyes 
were opened. Whether we act through prayer, 

service, or washing clay from our eyes, we are 
not meant to be passive believers. 

Sometimes we let things get in the way of our obe-
dience to God. Worldly and selfish concerns start 

to cloud the vision of our faith. How do we wash 
the clay from our eyes so that we can 
see our mission more clearly? Each 

time we put Jesus’ teachings into ac-
tion, our sight comes more into focus. 
It is not always easy, but Jesus is al-

ways ready to offer us strength and 
guidance. We only need to ask. When we listen to 
Him and act on His words, we begin removing 

the obstacles that darken our vision. By actively 
living our faith, we will be able to see God on the 
last day: clearly, face-to-face, and in all His glory. 

Cancelations Until Further Notice 

 Stations of the Cross are cancelled  

 St. Patrick’s-Wishek & St. Andrew’s-Zeeland 
parish breakfasts for this Sunday are cancelled 

 Penance Services on Sunday in Zeeland, and 
Monday in Wishek have been cancelled  

 All public Masses are cancelled. The faithful 
are dispensed from the obligation to attend 
Mass for Sundays and Holy Days of Obliga-
tion. Our Sunday Mass will be streamed via 
Facebook LIVE on the St. Philip Neri Catholic 
Church Facebook page. The Mass will have 
music and a reader and an altar server, and it 
will look like a typical Mass.  If you do not 
have Facebook, please find a Mass on EWTN 
television as it is on there several times a day. 

 All communal parish events, including recep-
tions and outside events held in parish facilities 
are cancelled. 

Things continuing but restructured 

 Adoration continues daily at regular times. It 
will be held in the church, not the adoration 

chapel, Confession times will take place in the 
St. Michael Room in the school.  Mon. – Fri. 
5PM—5:30PM; Sat.& Sun. 9AM—10AM  

 Weddings, funerals, and baptisms may only be 
celebrated with 10 or fewer people.  

 Priests will continue to provide the sacraments 
on an individual basis, particularly in danger of 
death.  Every effort will be made to provide 
Anointing of the Sick and Viaticum to those 
who are dying and need it.  When needed, 
please contact our parish office. 

Postponed Until Further Notice 

 Lenten Anointing of the Sick Mass  

 All adult education & CCD classes are post-
poned including: Lectio Eucharist, Young 
Adult bible study, Be A Man discussion group, 
Who Am I to Judge?, and Oremus.   

 RCIA classes and sacramental initiation of 
adults will be postponed until things clear up.  
Those preparing for Easter will be received 
into the church as soon as we are able to con-
tinue and given the green light by the diocese.   

March 22, 2020              Fr. Neil Pfeifer, Pastor  
stphilipnerinapoleon.org          Office: 754-2860        Father Pfeifer Cell: 208-1124 

Dear Faith-filled parishioners of Napoleon,  
Zeeland, Wishek, and Ashley, 
It is with a sad and heavy heart that I write this 
column today. The purpose of this letter is to 
update you on the precautions that will be im-
plemented & effective immediately in our par-
ishes concerning COVID-19, or corona virus.   
As your pastor, along with our parish staff, we 
are here to support you on your spiritual jour-
ney. We are striving to get you the latest infor-
mation via text, email, facebook & the bulletin 
in these times of  uncertainty. 
I’m always grateful for your support and faith-

fulness to our parish family.  I believe that to-
gether, with God’s help and Divine Presence, 
we will make it through this challenging time. 
I ask you to pray for all who are being affected 
by the coronavirus, for those who 
are sick, those who are recovering, families of 
those who have died & those suffering hard-
ships because of the closures & loss of income 
& lack of resources.   Please also pray for those 
in the healthcare industry, putting themselves 
at risk to care for others. Together, as a com-
munity of believers, we can pull through this. 
All my love, concern, & prayers,  Fr. Pfeifer 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 ENCLOSED  

All of our public masses & liturgical celebra-
tions are suspended.  Please read the back cover 
of the bulletin for details. The most important thing 
to do at this time is to relate the contents of your heart 
to Jesus present in the Blessed Sacrament. The Lord has 
not, nor will he ever abandon his flock in times of trou-
ble or crisis. The sorrow that has come from this illness 
will not ultimately triumph but will be swallowed up in 
the victory of Christ’s Cross and Resurrection.  The 
Spirit of God will hold us together as a community, but 
we must seek Him.   

So many faithful parishioners are wondering what to do if they can’t attend Mass 
or receive the Eucharist. 
Make a daily spiritual communion in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament in 
Adoration or in front of a Tabernacle. This short but beautiful prayer is very pleas-
ing to the ears of our Lord. It goes like this: My Jesus, I believe that Y ou are pre-
sent in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I desire to re-
ceive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen  



 This Week’s Events at St. Philip Neri  Confession Schedule: 
Mon to Fri 5pm-5:30pm  /  Sat. & Sun. 9am-10 am 

St. Michael’s Room of the school 
Monday, March 23 - St. Turibius 
7:30pm to 9:30 PM - Adoration 
Tuesday, March 24 
7:30pm to 9:30 PM - Adoration 
Wednesday, March 25 -The Annunciation of the Lord 
7:30pm to 9:30 PM - Adoration  
Thursday, March 26 
5:30am - Exposition: Adoration all Day 
Friday, March 27 
Adoration all Day 
Saturday, March 28 
8:00am to 10:00am - Adoration 
Sunday, March 29 - 5th Sunday of Lent 
8:00am to 10:00am - Adoration  

Stewardship Moment - March 22, 2020 - 4th Sunday of Lent 
 

“Not as man sees does God see, because man sees the appearance 
but the Lord looks into the heart.” —1Samuel 16:7 
Thoughts on the gospel to help us think as stewards: 

How often do we invest our time, talent and treasure in creating an 
appearance that does not matter at all to God? We strive to impress with our clothing, home, career, 
possessions, car and other marks of distinction. But none of these illusions of greatness will impress 
God. Instead, He will look into our hearts to see how much we loved Him, how much we loved oth-
ers and how we showed that love by the way we used our time, talent and treasure here on earth. 

Last Weekend’s  
Stewardship of Treasure:   

Adults: $3,525.00 
Children: $108.61 

Monday, March 23 

No Mass † Joseph B. Fettig by Larry & Doreen 

Fettig  
 

Tuesday, March 24  

No Mass  † Tillie Piatz by Duane & Brenda Wei-

gel  
 

Wednesday, March 25 

No Mass † Leonard Leier by Lewis & Denise 

Weigel Family  
 

Thursday, March 26 

No Mass † Gerry Hilzendeger by Danny 

Schmidt  
 

Friday, March 27 
No Mass Care Center  

No Mass † Vonnie Kuntz by Lori & Steve Gross 

Family  
 

Saturday, March 28 

No Mass † Margaret Gross by Family & Friends  
 

Sunday, March 29 - watch on Facebook Live 

No Mass † Our living & deceased Parishioners 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic,  
The REDEEMED Women’s Conference  

Scheduled for March 27-28 has been cancelled. 
Plans are currently underway to reschedule the 
conference for early 2021. The new dates will 
be communicated in the weeks to come.   

Prayer chain requests - We welcome Helen 
Braun who will now be taking the prayer  

requests.  Contact Helen at 754-2219;  
or through her email at fbrau@bektel.com 

Fr. Pfeifer will be saying these Mass intentions 
when he offers private daily Masses.  

As Mass is suspended, we are still obliged to 
keep Holy the Lord’s Day.  Masses are aired: 

 Facebook Live at 10:30am from St. Philip 
Neri in Napoleon.  Join the St. Philip Neri 
Catholic Church Facebook page at 10:05am 
for the rosary, followed by Mass. 

 Real Presence Radio - 91.7 FM Radio 
 Sunday Mass at 7am 
   Daily Mass at 9am  
 EWTN television station airs 3 Masses daily 
 BEK television on Sunday - channel 25 on 

your television at 10am from Linton, ND 

Learn More About the Faith at Formed.org 
As you practice social distancing, it is a good 
time as a family to check out the many good 
movies, teachings, bible studies, talks, & more. 

  Log in at: stphilipneri.formed.org   God’s Gift Appeal as of Mar. 13, 2020 
        participation   pledged       goal      % of goal 
Ashley      22%       $2,9401     $5,118         57% 
Napoleon  35%       $31,430     $49,968       63% 
Wishek     18%        $1,775       $8,874        20% 
Zeeland    20%        $7,534       $12,838      59% 
Make your checks payable to “Diocese of Fargo”. 
At this time, please mail your completed pledge 
card to the diocese at: 5201 bishops Blvd. S, 
Suite A, Fargo, ND 58104-7605.   

Congratulations 
 

To all who were con-
firmed & received their 
1st Holy Communion on 
Mar. 13.  Napoleon had 
21 newly confirmed stu-
dents this year.   

————————————————— 

May the blessing of the 
Lord be upon YOU!  As 
you are anointed to be 
faithful followers of our 
Lord Jesus and His Holy 
Gospel.   

PARISH COUNCIL NOMINATIONS.  
Please start to pray that the Holy Spirit will inspire those 
who are called to serve on the parish council. With the 
pastor & staff, the council helps to discern & recom-
mend the direction of the parish community. Please 
nominate someone or yourself. Contact the office if you 
are interested in serving our parish in this capacity! 

Easter Flowers were ordered this past 
week before the Masses & par ish 
events were canceled.  They will be com-
ing in, & if you would like to contribute 
to them as a memorial for anyone living 
or deceased the envelopes are in the 
pews. Please drop them by the office.   

Please continue to support & give to our 
Lenten Baby Bottle Project 

Coins, checks, dollar bills, bigger bills are fit 
in the top of the bottle as a donation to the  
St. Gianna Maternity Home in Warsaw, ND 
This home serves as a safe haven for women 
who have unplanned pregnancies.  They are 
educated there, and learn the qualities of a 
good mother and to raise their children in 
the faith.  Please return the bottles by Holy 
Thursday, April 9th.  


