
St. Philip Neri Catholic Church Our Hope is in the  

Resurrection of the Lord  

Alleluia, He is risen! Today we celebrate the most 
important day in our Christian history. Jesus has 
overcome sin and death. The gates of heaven are 

open to us once more. The Resurrection of our 
Lord gives us hope that we will not just cease to 
exist at the end of our earthly days. This life is just 

a stepping stone. Jesus’ Resurrection makes it pos-
sible for us to be resurrected and be with Him for 
all eternity. 

That doesn’t mean, however, that this life is 
“God’s waiting room”. We are not meant to sit 
quietly until we are called home. We must actively 

and earnestly live as Jesus taught us - with love 
and in service to others. We are given opportuni-

ties to do this many times each day. Some choices 
are easier, like doing chores without complaining 
or acknowledging someone when they do a good 

job. Some choices are harder, like standing up for 
someone when they are being bullied or working 
to change unjust conditions. 

Each time we choose to act for others instead of 
ourselves, we move a step closer to our own eter-
nal salvation. It should be our fervent wish that on 

Judgment Day, the Lord will look at us and say, 
“Well done, good and faithful serv-
ant…” (Matthew 25:23) 

April 12, 2020              Fr. Neil Pfeifer, Pastor  
stphilipnerinapoleon.org          Office: 754-2860        Father Pfeifer Cell: 208-1124 

 

Happy Easter  
May the Risen LORD  

Bless YOU & Your Family! 

Happy and Blessed 

Easter to you all, and 
especially to those who are 
alone, & without family & 
friends to celebrate with this 
year because of the implica-
tions of COVID-19 Corona-

virus epidemic that has struck our land.  A 
warm welcome to all our parishioners, visitors, 
& guests who are joining us this weekend via 
Facebook live & YouTube live.  We are glad to 
still be able to communicate with you, & cele-
brate the Resurrection with you.   
Easter is the heart of the whole Christian year, 
and every other day leads us up the mountain 
to the summit where we encounter Jesus, who 
lives now forever. He is no longer just transfig-
ured on the mountain top, He is now Risen and 
Glorified and declared to be Lord of All. We 
are an Easter people and though we always live 
with the Cross at the center of our lives we do 
so knowing that the death of Jesus is not the 
end but the beginning! Jesus is Risen and has 

gone before us. His death and resurrection has 
opened the gates of heaven to all who believe 
and trust in Him. Sorrow gives way to joy, and 
death to eternal life. 
Many willing hands and hearts go into prepar-
ing for the joy of this season and its success.  
Many thanks go to our musicians and choirs, to 
Barb, & her crew who help decorate, to the 
many people who assist at our Masses with 
reading, serving the altar, videoing the Mass, 
our holy deacons, and to our wonderful parish 
staff who are always willing to go the extra 
mile behind the scenes to make everything 
flow smoothly. Thank you one and all!  
On behalf of myself, Deacon Gary, Deacon 
Allen, & our parish staff, Happy Joyous Easter.  
May the abiding peace and joy of our Risen 
Savior be with you and your family today and 
as we celebrate Easter for eight straight days.     

We made our goal of praying 
9,000 rosaries from Dec. 1 to East-
er for the conversion of our com-
munity, its members, & our family 
members, & an increase to voca-
tions. Thanks to you & your con-
tinued prayers we reached 11,956 
rosaries prayed. Next week, we 
will award our prayer warriors; the 
one who prayed the most rosaries 
from December to Easter, & any 
children 18 or younger who prayed 
100 or more.  Your Prayers & 
Mary’s help has born  fruit as 27 
people are preparing to become 
Catholic in our parish this year; 1 
inquiry to priesthood. Keep the 
prayers coming, Alleluia! 

DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET & NOVENA 
The Divine Mercy Chaplet & Novena will be Live 
Streamed on our Facebook page at 
3PM daily this week and conclud-
ing on Sunday, April 19th. Please 
join us via the internet, or just by 
praying on your own at home. The 
novena prayers are at the church 
entrance, and on the Facebook 
page for praying at home. 
 

Divine Mercy Festivities for 
Sun., Apr. 19th are cancelled 

Easter Sunday         
The Resurrection of the Lord  

He has Risen as He Promised! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Adoration, Confession, Live 
Stream Schedule for the Rosary, 
Chaplet, & Mass!  Listed inside! 

 

 
 
 
My Jesus, I believe that You are pre-
sent in the Most Holy Sacrament. I 
love You above all things, and I desire 
to receive You into my soul. Since I 
cannot at this moment receive You 
sacramentally, come at  least spiritual-
ly into my heart. I embrace You as if 
You were already there and I unite 
myself wholly to You. Never permit 
me to be separated from You. Amen 



This Week’s Events at St. Philip Neri  Confession Schedule: 
Mon to Fri 5pm-5:25pm / Sat. & Sun. 9am-9:50am 

St. Michael’s Room in the Parish Center 
Monday, April 13 
6:30pm to 9:30pm - Adoration 
Tuesday, April 14 
6:30pm to 9:30pm - Adoration 
Wednesday, April 15  
6:30pm to 9:30pm - Adoration  
Thursday, April 16 
5:30am - Exposition: Adoration all Day 
Friday, April 17 
Adoration all Day 
Saturday, April 18 
8:00am to 10:00am - Adoration 
Sunday, April 19 - Divine Mercy Sunday 
 8:00am to 10:00am - Adoration 

ALL MEETINGS AND ACTIVITES ARE 
CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

Stewardship Moment - April 12, 2020 - Easter Sunday 

“Set your minds on things that are above,  
not on things that are on earth.” - Colossians 3:2 

Points of reflection to help us think and act as stewards: 
Do you put God first in all things? Possessions, money, power, ego 

can easily become gods to many of us. Do a quick check of what is important to you. Is God at the 
very top of the list? If not, your priorities need to be re-adjusted. Don’t let earthly things become a 
god before God. This is also the first commandment – I am the Lord your God, you shall not have 
any strange gods before me. 

Last Weekend’s  
Stewardship of Treasure:   

Adults: $4,831.00 
Children: $35.00 

 

The bills are still coming in, so please continue 
to support our parish in one of three ways:  
1. Drop your weekly envelopes off at the par-

ish office, & place them through the slot by 
the office door.  

2. Mail your envelope to St. Philip Neri 401 
Broadway, Napoleon, ND 58561.  

3. Sign up for online giving : https://
stphilipnerinapoleon.org/  click on “donate”  

ANOINTING OF THE SICK & VIATICUM 
Fr. Pfeifer will be available to provide anoint-
ing of the sick and viaticum to all the Catholic 
faithful. Please call the parish office with any 
special sacramental or spiritual need. 

As Mass is suspended, we are still obliged to 
keep Holy the Lord’s Day.  Masses are aired: 

 Facebook & YouTube Live at 10:30am from 
St. Philip Neri in Napoleon.  Join us at 
10:05am for the rosary, followed by Mass. 

 Real Presence Radio - 91.7 FM Radio 
   Sunday Mass at 7am and Daily Mass at 9am  
 EWTN television station airs 3 Masses daily 
 BEK television on Sunday - channel 25 on 

your television at 10:30 am from Linton, ND 

Like our parishes on Facebook 
“St. Philip Neri Catholic Church” - Napoleon 
“St. Andrew’s  Catholic Church” - Zeeland 
“St. Patrick’s Church Wishek” - Wishek 
“St. David’s Church” - Ashley 
 Keep up to date with Parish Events 

God’s Gift Appeal as of April 9, 2020 
       participation   pledged       goal      % of goal 
Ashley      35%       $3,736      $5,118         73% 
Napoleon  48%       $52,086    $49,968     104% 
Wishek     29%       $3,235       $8,874        36% 
Zeeland    43%       $11,715     $12,838      91% 
Please drop your completed pledge card by the 
parish office, and make your checks payable to 
“Diocese of Fargo”. Thank you for your help! 

Baptism Banner - During the Easter  Season, 
you will notice a list of names of all who were 
washed in the waters of baptism & welcomed into 
the church over the past year.  We have had 16 
baptisms and 13 deaths in our parish.  Our parish 
is growing, and we continue to welcome all of the 
children of God to God’s house, the Church! 

Mass & Confession Schedule 
All Masses Are Live-Streamed! 

Confessions - in St. Michael Room in our  
parish center. 

Monday to Friday 5:00pm - 5:25pm  
Saturday & Sunday 9:00am - 9:50am 

Live Stream Masses Daily: Facebook 
Live: “St. Philip Neri Catholic Church”; 
YouTube Live: “St. Philip Neri Napoleon”  
 Monday through Friday - Rosary starts at 

5:35pm, immediately followed by Mass. 
 Saturday and Sunday - Rosary starts at 10:05 

am, followed by Mass at 10:30am.   
Chaplet of Divine Mercy: Live Streamed dai-
ly at 3 PM this week leading up to Divine Mer-
cy Sunday on our Facebook Live page only. 
Adoration: Schedule is under  par ish events 
on the next page.   
Prayer chain requests - Contact Helen Braun 
at 754-2219; or her email at fbrau@bektel.com 

Monday, April 13 

No Mass † Janet Christmann by Lewis &  

Denise Weigel    
 

Tuesday, April 14 

No Mass  † Barbara Gross by John Gross   
 

Wednesday, April 15 

No Mass † Tim Gross by Wilma Gross & Family    
 

Thursday, April 16 

No Mass † Alexa Young by Jeremy & Anita 

Bahr    
 

Friday, April 17 
No Mass at Care Center until further notice  

No Mass † Andy Schneider by Sally Schneider 

& Family  
 

Saturday, April 18  

No Mass (L) Health of Carter Weigel by Allan 

& Connie Weigel   
 

Sunday, April 19 - watch on Facebook Live 

No Mass † Our living & deceased Parishioners  

Do You Need Help? Our  Par ishioners who are 
at higher risk from COVID-19, including older 
adults & those with chronic medical conditions, 
or who are currently self-quarantining are encour-
aged to call the parish office if you need assis-
tance, or errands. Our parish wants to help and 
assist in any way possible, if needed in this time. 

THANK YOU FOR THE FLORAL  
MEMORIALS THAT BEAUTIFY OUR  

SANCTUARY FOR EASTER! 

Masses are currently suspended, but these inten-
tions are honored & prayed. All Masses are broad-
casted via Facebook Live, and/or YouTube Live.   

Thank you for all of your support! 

 Paul Becker by Viola Becker 
 Tillie Piatz by Justin & Bridget Piatz Family 
 Leo Piatz & Tam Braunberger by Marion Piatz 
 Deceased Family Members by John & Sally 

Johs 
 Andy & Agnes Gross by Rich & Sonya Gross 
 Bill Schmitt by Delrose Schmitt 
 Jim Schneider by Jane Schneider & Family 
 Andrew & Clara Weigel & Charles Skalsky by 

Terry & Cheryl Weigel  
 Marty Sperle by Ann Sperle 
 Baltzer Fettig by Virginia & Paula Fettig 
 Clemens Gross Sr. by Christine Kimberling & 

Clem Gross Jr.  
 In honor of living & deceased parents, & 

grandparents for the gift of life by Fr. Pfeifer 



“As soon as possible”: During this time of “social 
distancing”, the Vatican, recognizing that it may not 
be possible to fulfill the first two conditions 
immediately, permits them to be delayed, simply 
stating they be completed “as soon as possible.”  
This removes the requirement to complete them 
within a specific period of time, allowing people to 
receive grace while remaining physically safe. 

The usual conditions: As an expression of the 
abundance of God’s mercy, gaining an 
indulgence requires us to turn away from sin 
and be converted to God. The conditions are: 

• Sacramental Confession, 
• Reception of Eucharistic Communion, 
• Pray for the Holy Father’s intentions. 

COVID-19: An Opportunity for Grace 

On March 19, 2020, Pope Francis authorized, during this time of a global 
epidemic, special graces (“indulgences”) to be made available to the faithful 
suffering or dying from COVID-19, to health care workers, family members and 
all those who in any capacity, including prayer, care for them. 

The special Plenary Indulgences in the current pandemic can be gained in one of four ways: 

3. The faithful who implore from Almighty God the 
end of the epidemic, relief for those who are 
afflicted and eternal salvation for those whom the 
Lord has called to Himself: 

They are to satisfy the usual conditions (see 
above), and complete one of the following: 

• Visit the Blessed Sacrament, Eucharistic 
adoration, or read Holy Scriptures for at least 
one half an hour, 

• or recite the Holy Rosary, 
• or complete the Way of the Cross, 
• or recite the Chaplet of Divine Mercy. 

 
4. Those at the point of death, who find 
themselves unable to receive the Sacrament of the 
Anointing of the Sick and of the Viaticum: 

The official Decree states: “The Church prays for 
[them], … entrusting each and every one to divine 
Mercy by virtue of the communion of saints and 
granting the faithful a Plenary Indulgence on the 
point of death, provided that they are duly disposed 
and have recited a few prayers during their lifetime 
(the Church makes up for the three usual 
conditions). For the attainment of this indulgence 
the use of the crucifix or cross is recommended.” 

1. The faithful suffering from Coronavirus, who 
are subject to quarantine by order of the 
health authority in hospitals or in their own 
homes: 

In addition to satisfying the usual conditions 
(see above), they are to have a spirit 
detached from any sin, offer this trial in a 
spirit of faith in God and charity towards 
their brothers and sisters, and complete 
one of the following: 

• Unite themselves spiritually through the 
media to the celebration of Holy Mass, 

• or recite the Holy Rosary, 
• or complete the Way of the Cross, 
• or another form of devotion (such as the 

Divine Mercy Chaplet), 
• or at least recite the Creed, the Lord’s 

Prayer and a pious invocation to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary (for example, a Hail Mary, the 
Memorare, or a Hail Holy Queen) 

 
2. Health care workers, family members and all 
those who care for the sick of Coronavirus, 
exposing themselves to the risk of contagion: 

Satisfy the conditions listed in #1. 



“The starting-point for understanding indulgences is the abundance of God’s mercy revealed in the Cross 
of Christ. The crucified Jesus is the great “indulgence” that the Father has offered humanity through the 
forgiveness of sins and the possibility of living as children (cf. Jn 1: 12-13) in the Holy Spirit.” 
 - St. John Paul II, General Audience of September 29, 1999. 

An indulgence is the remission of the temporal 
punishment due to sins which have been forgiven. 
Sin has both eternal and temporal consequences. 
In confession, the eternal consequences are 
forgiven, but the damage we have done to 
ourselves and to others here on earth remains, 
and God asks us to assist him in making amends. 
When we cooperate with God in doing good 
works and offering up our sufferings we are 
purified from the residue of sin. If we die without 
being completely purified, God, in his mercy, 
allows us to complete our purification in 
purgatory. 

An indulgence is exactly what its name implies: 
God the Father, through Christ’s spouse, the 
Church, being indulgent with his children. It is like 
the mother who, knowing that her child will not 
be able to clean up the mess he has made, simply 
asks him to pick up a couple of toys by himself. 

The indulgences which the Church offers us during 
the COVID pandemic are plenary indulgences. 

That means that if we are completely detached 
from sin, the Lord grants the full remission of the 
temporal punishment due our sins. If there is not 
yet complete detachment from sin, however, we 
still receives a partial indulgence. 

We may receive a plenary indulgence once a day. 
We may always apply it to oneself or to the soul of 
someone who has died, but cannot apply to 
another living person. A single sacramental 
confession suffices for gaining several plenary 
indulgences, but Holy Communion must be 
received and prayer for the Holy Father’s inten-
tion must be said for each plenary indulgence. 
However, the Decree “Special Indulgences in the 
Current Pandemic” notes that we simply need to 
have “the will to fulfill the usual conditions as 
soon as possible.” If there is the danger of 
contracting Coronavirus by receiving 
Reconciliation or Holy Communion, we are to 
satisfy those conditions later. The Church is a 
loving mother who wants us to receive 
indulgences without the danger of getting COVID. 

Additional Reading: 

Decree of the Apostolic Penitentiary on the granting of special Indulgences to the faithful in the current 
pandemic, March 20, 2020 (press.vatican.va/ content/ salastampa/ en/ bollettino/ pubblico/ 2020/ 03/20/
 200320c.html). 

St. John Paul II, General Audience of September 29, 1999 (a catechesis on indulgences, www.vatican.va/
 content/ john-paul-ii/ en/ audiences/ 1999/ documents/ hf_jp-ii_aud_29091999.html). 

“Indulgences” in the Catechism of the Catholic Church, paragraph numbers 1471–1479. 

Indulgences 
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