
St. Philip Neri Catholic Church Because of God’s Mercy, 

Forgiveness Is Possible!  

Today we celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday. From 
the beginning, people have been unfaithful to God. 
Yet He forgives us & continually offers us oppor-

tunities to come back to Him. God doesn’t hold 
our past wrongdoings against us. God is merciful 
because He loves us & wants us to be with Him. 

Because of this, He forgives us again & again. 
Remember the Old Testament stories of Jonah & 
the Whale, the Israelites & the Golden Calf, & 

David & Bathsheba? These are all examples of 
God’s mercy & His forgiveness in action. The 
greatest example for all is God sent us His Divine 

Son. Nothing speaks louder about God’s love & 
mercy for us than this. He offered Jesus’ life to 

secure our salvation. Even after all the ways we 
have betrayed Him throughout history, when we 
repent, God forgives us. 

Do we respond to God’s mercy by offering mercy 
to those around us? Do we forgive others as God 
has forgiven us? Do we hold grudges? We are 

called by God to a higher love. Let’s use today’s 
celebration, of  Divine Mercy Sunday, to recommit 
to being merciful & forgiving to others. If mercy  

is to begin with us; we better be seeking the mercy 
of God ourselves in the great sacrament of Recon-
ciliation.  We can’t give, what we don’t have! 
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4 reasons to come home to the Catholic Church: 
1. We hunger for meaning and purpose in 
our lives. We all want answers to why we are 
here and what we were made for. The Catholic 
Church has the answer. God made us to know, 
love, and serve Him in this world, so we can be 
with Him forever in heaven. The Catholic 
Church helps us to fulfill this purpose that God 
has for all of us. And when we live out God’s 
will for us, we find extreme joy & peace in life. 
2. We need God’s forgiveness and healing for 
our failings and God’s mercy to help us become 
better people. Perhaps you’ve been carrying 
around deep spiritual wounds or painful sins 
that have burdened you for years. The Catholic 
Church gives us a way to bring our faults, fail-
ings, and hurts before God in the Sacrament of 
Confession, so He can take the yoke off our 

shoulders and bring us healing and peace, giv-
ing us a “new start” every time we need it. 
3. Our families need to be built on a strong 
foundation of faith and we need to live in 
community with others. You may have heard 
the phrase “a family that prays together stays 
together.” It is true! Many studies—and experi-
ence— have shown that families who live out 
their faith together are stronger and happier. If 
you want to give your children the greatest 
treasure in the world, give them the gift of faith.  
4. The Catholic Church has the Sacraments - 
& we especially long for the Eucharist. It is in 
the Catholic Church that you experience the 
fullness of the seven sacraments, which Christ 
bestows on His Church, to help fill us with 
grace to draw us closer to God. As Catholics, 
we receive Jesus in a personal way in the Eucharist.  

“What” and “How” of a Spiritual Communion  
It has long been a Catholic understanding that 
when circumstances prevent one from receiv-
ing Holy Communion, it is possible to make an 
Act of Spiritual Communion which is a source 
of grace. Spiritual Communion means uniting 
one’s self in prayer with Christ’s sacrifice and 
worshipping him in his Body and Blood. 
The most common reason for making an Act of 
Spiritual Communion is when a person cannot 
attend Mass. This act increases our desire to 
receive sacramental Communion & help us 
avoid the sins that would make us unable to 

receive Holy Communion worthily. It is en-
couraged to make a profession of faith by pray-
ing the Creed, reading & reflecting on the 
Mass readings for the day, praying an Our Fa-
ther, then saying: 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the 
Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all 
things, & I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive You sac-
ramentally, come at  least spiritually into my 
heart. I embrace You as if You were already 
there and I unite myself wholly to You. Never 
permit me to be separated from You. Amen 

2nd Sunday of Easter 

 
 
 

Jesus said to him, “Have you 

come to believe because you 
have seen me? Blessed are 

those who have not seen and 
still believe.” - John 20:29 

 

Sunday, April 19th - Divine Mercy Sunday 
“St. Philip Neri Parking Lot Palooza” 

A time for all of us to come to Christ                            

Seeking mercy, love, and His healing power 
Please join us in Napoleon for a Holy Hour in the church parking lot. 
We ask you to please stay in your vehicle (practice social distancing) 

The Hour Long Festivities Begin at 3 PM with: 
—Exposition —Sung Chaplet of Divine Mercy  —Litany of 
the Sacred Heart —Stations of the Cross through the Eyes of 

Mary  —Silent Prayer Time  —Benediction at 4 PM 
“Let the Divine flood gates of mercy open on my people who seek my MERCY!” 



This Week’s Events at St. Philip Neri  Confession Schedule: 
Mon to Fri 5pm-5:25pm / Sat. & Sun. 9am-9:50am 

St. Michael’s Room in the Parish Center 
Monday, April 20 
7:30pm to 9:30pm - Adoration 
Tuesday, April 21 
7:30pm to 9:30pm - Adoration 
Wednesday, April 22  
7:30pm to 9:30pm - Adoration  
Thursday, April 23 
5:30am - Exposition: Adoration all Day 
Friday, April 24 
Adoration all Day 
Saturday, April 25 
8:00am to 10:00am - Adoration 
Sunday, April 26 
 8:00am to 10:00am - Adoration 

AT THIS TIME ALL NON-ESSENTIAL ACTIVITIES AND 
MEETINGS ARE CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

Stewardship Moment - April 19, 2020 - Divine Mercy Sunday 

“Jesus came and stood among them  
and said to them, ‘Peace be with you.’” -  John 20:19 

Points of reflection to help us think and act as stewards: 
Are you good at making people feel welcome? When you meet 

someone new, like a new neighbor, a new work colleague or a new parishioner, do you make them 
feel at home? Many of us can probably do a much better job at this. When we make people feel wel-
come, we make them feel like they are included instead of being excluded. We are made for rela-
tionships – with God and each other.  A simple greeting, “hello” and a smile goes a long way. 

Last Weekend’s  
Stewardship of Treasure:   

Adults: $7,453.49 
Children: $4.00 

 

 Thanks to all who have contributed to our 
special collection during Lent for the St. 
Gianna Maternity Home.  Together  we 
raised $6274. Napoleon raised $3378; 
Wishek raised $1165; Zeeland raised $1731.   

 Thanks to all who contributed to the Good 
Friday Collection. Pope Francis authorized 
moving the Collection to Sunday, Sept. 13.   

 Next weekend, use your envelope for the 
Catholic Home Missions Appeal.  The money 
is for those diocese in the USA that cannot 
minister the sacraments & teachings of the 
Church without outside help. Right now, over 
40 percent of dioceses in the US are eligible.   

Thank you to all who participated in our 
parish rosary campaign from Dec. 1 to 
Easter.  Our goal was 9,000 rosaries for the 

conversion of every person in our parish bounda-
ries & our family members and an increase of 
vocations to the priesthood.  Why 9,000?  9 is 
the number of a novena, 000 is for each of the 
persons of the Blessed Trinity.  With your pray-
ers, 27 people are inquiring about becoming 
Catholic, and one has expressed interest in the 
priesthood.  The Blessed Virgin Mary is working 
on our behalf; please continue to pray. I would 
like to highlight our prayer warriors, who turned 
in the most rosaries, and our youth under 18 who 
prayed 100 rosaries or more.  We will 
acknowledge them when we come back to 
church with special gifts for their efforts and 
thanksgiving for their prayers.  12,906 rosaries 
have been logged at our parish. THANK YOU! 

Adults To Be Recognized: 
Maggie Leier Marion Piatz Willie P. Piatz 

Youth To Be Recognized: 
Alexis Schneider Kylee Bitz 

On behalf of the parish, thank you for your  
prayers!  You are true prayer warriors for us! 

God’s Gift Appeal as of April 9, 2020 
       participation   pledged       goal      % of goal 
Ashley      35%       $3736      $5,118       73% 
Napoleon  48%       $52,086   $49,968     104%    
Wishek      29%      $3,235     $8,874       36%
Zeeland     43%      $11,715    $12,838    91% 

Important COVID-19 Information, 
Quick Links,  

Mass & Confession Schedule 
All Masses Are Live-Streamed! 

Confessions - in St. Michael Room in our  
parish center. 

Monday to Friday 5:00pm - 5:25pm  
Saturday & Sunday 9:00am - 9:50am 

Live Stream Masses Daily: Facebook 
Live: “St. Philip Neri Catholic Church”; 
YouTube Live: “St. Philip Neri Napoleon”  
 Monday through Friday - Rosary starts at 

5:35pm, immediately followed by Mass. 
 Saturday and Sunday - Rosary starts at 10:05 

am, followed by Mass at 10:30am.   
Our Bulletin: stphilipner inapolon.org/
bulletins 
Adoration: Schedule is under  par ish events 
on the next page.   
Prayer chain requests - Contact Helen Braun 
at 754-2219; or her email at fbrau@bektel.com 
Online giving: stphilipner inapoleon.org; 

Monday, April 20 

No Mass † Fr. Larry Haas by St. Philip Neri 

NO LIVE BROADCASTING OF THIS MASS 
 

Tuesday, April 21 

No Mass  † Michelle Kuntz Niska by Steve & 

Lori Gross Family    
 

Wednesday, April 22 

No Mass † For an end to COVID-19 & corrup-

tion the world 
 

Thursday, April 23 

No Mass † Deceased Grunefelder Relatives 

by Bruce & Judy Grunefelder    
 

Friday, April 24 
No Mass at Care Center until further notice  

No Mass † All Souls in Purgatory by Janet 

Dewald   
 

Saturday, April 25  

No Mass † Our living & deceased Parishioners  
 

Sunday, April 26 - watch on Facebook Live 
No Mass † Gerry Hilzendeger by Sally Johs & Family  

Do You Need Help? Our  Par ishioners who are 
at higher risk from COVID-19 are encouraged to 
call the parish office if you need assistance. Our 
parish is ready to help! 

Families that pray together, stay strong to-
gether! Parents, thank you for  making time 
for family prayer each day in your home, espe-
cially during this pandemic. All children should 
be working on finishing their grade level prayers 
sent to you by our teachers.  Help your child to 
memorize & learn the stories behind our tradi-
tional Catholic prayers. God Bless you for the 
time you take to make your home a sacred place. 
Now is a great time to dig deep & spend time in 
the Sacred Scriptures & the Word of God.   

Masses are currently suspended, but these inten-
tions are honored & prayed. All Masses are broad-
casted via Facebook Live, and/or YouTube Live.   

ANOINTING OF THE SICK & VIATICUM 
Fr. Pfeifer will be available to provide anointing 
of the sick and viaticum to all the Catholic faith-
ful. Please call the parish office with any special 
sacramental or spiritual need. 

10 Ways to Harness Easter Joy, Every Day! 
1. Begin each day by thanking God for all the 
good things in your life. 
2. Give God all of your fears and worries. 
3. Offer up the suffering you experience. 
4. Do something nice for someone. 
5. Be a forgiving person. Let go of anger 
and resentments that drag down your spirit. 
6. Take time to appreciate the beauty of spring. 
7. Don't be afraid to make mistakes. Learn to 
laugh at yourself. 
8. Find ways to show family members and 
friends how much you appreciate them. 
9. Try to live simply. Clear out material posses-
sions that are not essential to your happiness. 
10. End each day by thanking God for all the 
good things in your life.  
~ These suggestions are from Our Sunday V isitor 

Thank you to all of you who have mailed in or 
dropped off your offering, or used online giving 
to continue your offerings during this time. Your 
sacrificial giving is greatly appreciated, as ex-
penses continue even though we are unable to 
gather for weekly Mass. Please continue to con-
tribute in three ways:  — On line giving — mail 
your envelope to the parish office (401 Broad-
way) — Drop your envelope off at the parish 
office (use the slot by the door if no one is here) 


