
St. Philip Neri Catholic Church 

 

World Day of Prayer for Vocations & 
Good Shepherd Sunday - May 3rd  

 Pray for the priests who have ministered 
to you in your life, both living & dead. 

 Encourage our parish youth to consider a 
vocation to priesthood or religious life. 

 Pray a rosary for more young men & 
women to respond to God’s call. 

May 3, 2020              Fr. Neil Pfeifer, Pastor  
stphilipnerinapoleon.org          Office: 754-2860        Father Pfeifer Cell: 208-1124 

“Whoever enters through the gate is the shep-
herd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens it for 
him, and the sheep hear his voice, as the 
shepherd calls his own sheep by name and 
leads them out .”  - John 10:2-3 

May Crowning – May is the 
month that is dedicated to Our 
Lady, the Blessed Virgin 
Mary.  We will be celebrating 
the May Crowning this week-
end at Mass with our seniors.   

Pope Francis has encouraged us to add 
these two prayers to the end of our daily rosary 
during the month of May:   
Prayer 1: “O Mary, You shine continuously on 
our journey as a sign of salvation and hope. 
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, 
who, at the foot of the cross, were united with 
Jesus’ suffering, and persevered in your faith. 
“Protectress of the Roman people”, you know 
our needs, and we know that you will provide, 
so that, as at Cana in Galilee, joy and celebra-
tion may return after this time of trial. Help us, 
Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves 
to the will of the Father and to do what Jesus 
tells us. For he took upon himself our suffer-
ing, and burdened himself with our sorrows to 
bring us, through the cross, to the joy of the 
Resurrection. Amen.  
Prayer 2: We fly to your protection, O Holy 
Mother of God; Do not despise our petitions in 
our necessities, but deliver us always from eve-
ry danger, O Glorious and Blessed Virgin.  

As we continue to pray for vocations to the 
priesthood and religious life as brothers and 
sisters, we ask you to keep our own Fr. Pfeifer 
and our deacons in your daily prayers as well. 

Let us pray:   
God our Father, You made each of us  
to use our gifts in the Body of Christ.  

We ask that You inspire young people whom 
You call to the priesthood and consecrated life 

to courageously follow Your will.  
Send workers into Your great harvest  

so that the Gospel is preached,  
the poor are served with love, 
the suffering are comforted,  

and Your people are strengthened by the sac-
raments.  We ask this through Christ our Lord, 

Amen   

Dear Parishioners, Friends, and Guests of St. 
Philip Neri,  
As we celebrate 50 years in our current church, 
isn’t it amazing to think about all the priests 
who have impacted our lives; offering us the 
Eucharist as food, healing our wounds in con-
fession, offering us advice on how to live for 
heaven, & engaged to the needs of their sheep? 
Please say a prayer for these men who sacri-
ficed so much to serve our community needs.  

1970—2020 - 50 years of priesthood 
St. Philip Neri  

Rev. Joseph C. Mentel – 1970-1993 
Rev. James P. Lauerman – 1993-2002  
Rev. David B. Syverson – 2002-2003  
Rev. Donald A. Leiphon – 2003-2009 
Rev. Ross L. Lafromboise – 2009-2016 

Rev. Neil Pfeifer – 2016-present 
St. Anthony 

Rev. George Bolte – 1948-1967  
St. Boniface 

Rev. John A. Bacevicius – 1962-2000 
Rev. James Korah – 2000-2000  
Rev. Kevin L. Willis – 2000-2001 
Rev. David B. Syverson – 2001-2003  
Rev. Donald A. Leiphon – 2003-2006 

St. Clare 
Rev. Ulrich J. Proeller – 1967-1969 
Rev. Joseph C. Mentel – 1969-1993 
Rev. James P. Lauerman – 1993-2002 

 

“The hands of a priest are more powerful than 
an atomic bomb as they bring Jesus to the 
world.” - 3rd grade CCD student to Fr. Pfeifer 

Fr. Katanga is back in Wishek, and doing a 
14 day quarantine before resuming his duties as 
pastor in Wishek, Ashley, and Zeeland. He will 
offer these personal Mass intentions this week. 
May 4th  + Marcella Camell 
May 5th  + Ben & Magdalena Meier 
May 6th  + Paul C. Piatz 
May 7th  + Jack Schaffer 
May 8th  + Lorraine Hilzendeger 
May 9th  + Bernice Vetter 
May 10th  + Curtis Wald 

Thank you parishioners of these 3 
parishes for your love, support, and 
working with me over these past 13 
months, you are all a blessing. It is 
good to have him back in our 
neighborhood.   ~ Fr. Pfeifer 

SAVE THE DATE— 
ST. PHILIP NERI FEAST DAY 
Tues., May 26th—events pending 

CCD Instructors Appreciation - We thank 
all of our catechists for the gift of sharing & 
handing on the Catholic faith to our children 
this year at St. Philip Neri. Your effort is very 
important as you help to nurture & establish a 
relationship with our Lord.  We are grateful for 
all you do to help form our youth in the ways 
of the faith. Please thank them:    
Director of Religious Education: Carol Baum-
gartner; Kindergarten: Bella Bitz & Kylie Brei-
denbach; 1st Grade: Kourtney Bitz & Kylee 
Bitz; 2nd Grade: Shane Weigel & Payton Feist;  
3rd Grade: Deacon Allen Baumgartner & Am-
ber Schmitt; 4th Grade: Carly Bitz, Darissa 
Becker & Ashley Schmitt; 5th Grade: Pamela  
Birrenkott; 6th Grade: Jackie Bitz; 7th & 8th 
Grade Paul & Shauna Bitz;  9th -12th Grade 
Life Teen Coordinator: Angie Gerhardt;  
9th - 12th Grade Life Teen Mentors:   
    Jackie Bitz Jim Bitz     Bonnie Braun 
    Lori Gross Mary Schwartzenberger      
Alison Wald  Shane Weigel   Whitney Weigel 
Adult Education/RCIA /Life Teen - Fr. Pfeifer 



This Week’s Events at St. Philip Neri  

Monday, May 4  
7:30pm to 9:30pm - Adoration 
Tuesday, May 5 
7:30pm to 9:30pm - Adoration 
Wednesday, May 6  
7:30pm to 9:30pm - Adoration  
Thursday, May 7 
5:30am - Exposition: Adoration all Day 
Friday, May 8 
Adoration all Day 
Saturday, May 9 
8:00am to 10:00am - Adoration 
Sunday, May 10 
 8:00am to 10:00am - Adoration (Adoration Chapel) 

ALL ADORATION WILL BE IN THE CHURCH EXCEPT 
SUNDAY MORNING WILL BE IN THE CHAPEL 

Stewardship Moment - May 3, 2020 - 4th Sunday of Easter 

“And Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and be baptized,  
every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ…” Acts 2:38 

Points of reflection to help us think and act as stewards: 
The word “repent” means to turn away from sin, to change our ac-

tions. Change that is permanent comes from within. It requires prayer, discipline and perseverance.  
Change is also hard. We have to recognize that we are broken and need help. The good news - we 
are not alone in our journey. Ask Jesus daily for guidance and patiently listen for his response.    

Last Weekend’s  
Stewardship of Treasure:   

Adults: $3,520.00 
Children: $2.00 

 

 A Good Shepherd is Selfless 
This weekend, we hear, Jesus describes a shepherd 
as one who knows his flock by name, leads them, 
and protects them. Everything the shepherd does is 

for the good of the sheep. This is exactly what Jesus 
does for us. This is why He is the Good Shepherd, 
the one we should emulate as we try to be a shepherd 

to others. 
Thieves and robbers do not have the best interest of 
the sheep in mind. They sneak into the pasture under 

cover of darkness. Their actions cause anxiety and 
unease within the flock. Thieves and robbers take 

advantage of the sheep. Everything they do is for 
their own gain. 

As Christians, it is our duty to follow the example of 
Jesus and be good shepherds to others. How are we 
doing? Do we act selflessly and in the best interest of 

those in our care? Are we leading others toward Je-
sus and their salvation? Or have we become like the 
thieves and robbers, using others for our own purpos-

es, gains, and advantages? Today, Good Shepherd 
Sunday, let’s recommit to cleaning up our pastures 
and being more attentive to serving the flocks en-

trusted to us and to our care. 

Important Parish Information, Mass,  
Rosary & Confession Schedule 

Confessions - Par ish Center  (St. Michael Room) 
Mon–Tues 6pm to 6:25pm; Wed–Fri 7am to 7:25am   

Sat 3pm to 3:50pm & 6pm to 6:25pm 
Sun 7:30am to 7:50am & 9:30am to 9:50am 
Daily Mass Options on Live Stream:  

Mon–Tues 7pm; Wed–Fri 8am 
Sat 7pm; Sun 10:30am  

Rosary 20 minutes before each Mass 
Facebook Live: “St. Philip Neri Catholic Church”; 
YouTube Live: “St. Philip Neri Napoleon”  
Adoration: Look at par ish events on next page.   
Prayer chain requests - Contact Helen Braun 
at 754-2219; or her email at fbrau@bektel.com 
Online giving: stphilipner inapoleon.org; then 
click the “Donate” tab on the top of the page.   

Confessions: Parish Center St. Michael’s Room 

Rosary: 20 minutes before each Mass 
Live - Streamed Mass marked by a (**) 

Save the Date:  
May 18-19-20 

As we celebrate 
Rogation Days 

 

More info to come 
 

The 3 days leading up to Ascension Thursday are 
traditionally called Rogation Days.  Rogare in 
Latin means to ask. We gather to pray for our 
farmers and ranchers, safety and protection dur-
ing this growing season, adequate moisture, and 
protection against damaging wind & hail storms. 
———————————————————————————————————— 

Mon., May 18th - bring your soil to be blessed 
Tues., May 19th - bring your seed to be blessed 
Wed., May 20th - Eucharistic procession 

Upcoming Marriages - Fr. Pfeifer has been 
meeting with and preparing 

 Lucas Wald & Jessica Long 
For Holy Matrimony on 5-23-20 

 Al Schwalbe & Nicollette Bitz 
For Holy Matrimony on 5-30-20 

Keep them in prayer as they unite in love! 

**Monday, May 4 (confession: 6pm - 6:25pm) 

7:00 PM † John Fettig by Margaret Fettig & 

Family      
 

**Tuesday, May 5 (confession: 6pm - 6:25pm) 

7:00 PM † Mrs. Leo (Frances Becker) by Delrose 

Schmitt & Family  
 

**Wednesday, May 6 (confession:7am - 7:25am) 

8:00 AM † Alexa Young by Class of 2019     
 

**Thursday, May 7 (confession: 7am - 7:25am) 

8:00 AM Healing & Guidance for Cole Brei-

denbach by Tom & Tori Gross      
 

**Friday, May 8 (confession: 7am - 7:25am) 

8:00 AM Intentions of Leona Richter  
No Mass at Care Center until further notice  

 

Saturday, May 9 (confession: 3pm - 3:50pm & 
6pm - 6:25pm) 

4:00 PM Ann Nolz by Andy & Barb Hilzendeger  
 

**7:00 PM † Fr. Gerald McCarthy 
 

Sunday, May 10 (confession: 7:30am - 7:50am & 
9:30am - 9:50am) 
 

8:00 AM † Our living & deceased Parishioners  

 
**10:30 AM † Rose Reis by Allan & Connie Weigel 

God’s Gift Appeal as of May 1, 2020 
    % participation   pledged     goal    % of goal 
Ashley      35%       $3776      $5,118       74% 
Napoleon  55%       $57,282   $49,968   115%    
Wishek      38%      $4,147     $8,874       47%
Zeeland     50%      $12,922    $12,838   101% 

Upcoming Ordinations - please continue to 
pray for vocations in our Diocese of Fargo 
Deacon Riley Durkin   Deacon Eric Seitz 

Deacon Jered Grossman 
Who will be ordained priests on 8-8-20 

 Kevin Lorsung will be ordained as a 
transitional deacon - date to be determined! 

 

The Diocese of Fargo has informed our office 
that we will be receiving two seminarians this 
summer for an 8 week assignment at St. Philip 
Neri.  We welcome, Matt Kensock, who grew up 
in Casselton, and Robert Foertsch, who grew up 
in Wyndmere.  Both will be ordained deacons 
after the next school year, God willing!    

Real Presence Radio (91.7 FM Catholic Ra-
dio) is holding their annual Spring Feed My 
Sheep fundraising event on May 12 - 15. Tune in 
to hear amazing stories of renewal of faith, re-
turning to and growing your faith. We will also 
be sharing wonderful stories about some of the 
incredible priests and parishes in our dioceses. 
Hear from some of our supporters about how 
Real Presence Radio has made a difference in 
their lives and…..daily contests!  Fr. Pfeifer will 
be on Friday, May 15th from 6:33-6:50 p.m. 
with hosts Jack and Doreen Kennelly.  
You can support the Real Presence Radio fund-

raising event in two ways:  1. Call 877-795-0122 
7AM to 7PM CST  May 12-15, or 2. Donate 

online at www.realpresenceradio.com 

Parents, I continue to appeal to you the re-
sponsibility God gave you when He blessed you 
with children.  You are the first teachers of the 
ways of faith for your children.  It is important to 
form their hearts not only in school, but in the 
ways of faith. In this time, now more than ever, 
the reality of God in our lives must be seen, front 
and center, as you sit with your children to teach 
them their CCD assignments in the Catechism & 
Scriptures. I encourage you to pray as a family to 
keep nurturing & planting seeds of faith & water-

Everyone attending Mass is encouraged to 
wear a cloth mask, practice social distancing, 
and use hand sanitizer.  Because of social dis-
tancing, limited numbers of parishioners will 
be allowed in Mass. A letter is being mailed to 
parishioners with details. 
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Friday, May 01, 2020 

 

To My Good, Beloved Parishioners of St. Philip Neri, 

 

Happy May Day!  As many of you know, it has been a long, hard, and difficult seven weeks without 

being able to come to the Eucharistic Feast of Heaven and Earth at the Mass, because of COVID-19.  As 

Pastor and Shepherd of you, my flock, I feel like the evil one has dispersed and scattered the flock since 

March 17th when the churches were closed for the first time since 1918 with the Spanish Flu.   

 

The COVID-19 Virus has had many good points and blessings, but it has also caused fear and put a 

wedge in our relationship with the Eucharistic Lord.  As history repeats itself, there is a concern about a 

second wave of COVID-19 affecting our country as many more tragedies and deaths happened in 1918 

when business resumed as usual because people were not careful. 

 

As of Thursday, our beloved Bishop Folda has stated that we will be able to return to Mass on Monday, 

May 4th with restrictions; hence, the reason for this letter.  To best answer your questions, I am going 

to write out questions and answers, just to make sure I cover all my basis. 

 

When can we come to Mass again at the Church?  The faithful can return to Mass on Monday, May 

4th, but there are going to be guidelines put in place for our own good, and the good of our brothers 

and sisters in Christ. 

How long will these guidelines be in place?  They will be put in place until further notice, and the 

Diocese of Fargo under the leadership of Bishop Folda changes them. 

Does everyone get to come to Mass? We must realize the faithful are still dispensed from coming to 

Mass if: 

1. You have tested positive for COVID-19 and exposed someone else to this same virus. You 

must follow the quarantine guidelines put forth by the state of North Dakota 

2. You are at high risk from COVID-19 (either older, or have underlying health issues and 

conditions).  You are strongly recommended to stay at home, and call me if you have a 

spiritual need, even if you want to receive Holy Communion 

3. If you have a cough, or are feeling sick, please do not come to church for a visit, or for any 

public liturgies or events. 

 

(Please turn the page over) 

_________________________St. Philip Neri Catholic Church 
        www.stphilipnerinapoleon.org 

         4 Pillars to help us grow in faith: 

      -Stewardship    -Evangelization      -Charism     -Prayer 

 

“Never say, ‘What great things the Saints do,’ but, ‘What great things God does in His Saints!” – St Philip Neri  

does in His Saints." 

 

 

 

http://www.stphilipnerinapoleon.org/
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What happens if I cannot come to Mass, because I have one of these three conditions?  The Mass 

from St. Philip Neri will be live-streamed for now via YouTube live on “St. Philip Neri Napoleon” and 

Facebook live on “St. Philip Neri Catholic Church”.   

What is recommended if I do come to Mass? First, it is important that you keep and practice good 

hand hygiene; that is washing your hands with soap and water or using a hand sanitizer. Second, the 

faithful are reminded it is mandatory to wear a cloth face covering while at church. This is for your 

protection, and for everyone else around you. Children under the age of 2 are not obligated. 

What will be different at Mass? The faithful will be obligated to follow the 6-foot social distancing 

policy from each other at all times.  Members of your household do not need to practice social 

distancing, but will need to practice it with other households who are not living with you. 

How are you going to keep people 6 feet apart in the pews? If you are in a pew with anyone other 

than someone who lives under your roof, you need to spread 6 feet apart in your pew.  Every other 

pew will be closed off, and 6 feet of spacing will be necessary at Holy Communion as you come forth.  

This will cause limited space in the church for Mass. 

So how many people can get into Mass with social distancing in place? Numbers of people entering 

the church will be limited so we can follow these guidelines, therefore more weekend Masses will be 

added.  Please see the schedule down below. 

What about door handles, and other frequently touched surfaces?  The doors will be propped open, 

and if you want to wear gloves that is entirely up to you.  We encourage you to bring hand sanitizer, if 

you want to use it, as it will not be provided by the church.   Pew tops will need to be wiped down, and 

all hymnals, missalettes, booklets and prayer cards will need to be removed from the pews to avoid 

touching and transmitting the virus that way.   

As far as the Mass goes, will it look normal or are there changes there as well? Because COVID-19 

spreads through respiratory droplets, and singing produces many droplets.  Congregational singing and 

singing in choirs will not be allowed.  Next, the collection will not be traveling through the pews, the 

collection basket will be placed in the entrance of the church beside the bulletins when you pick your 

bulletin after Mass.  Third, there will be no handshaking at the sign of peace; rather a bow to those 

next to you is sufficient.  Fourth, the faithful will not be able to receive from the chalice.  Fifth, Holy 

Communion will only be distributed in the hand, and not received on the tongue; therefore, good hand 

hygiene is needed.  Sixth, all holy water fonts will be removed.  If you want to take Holy Water home 

the Holy Water font will be available.  Seventh, it is recommended that pews empty at the end of 

Mass, one pew at a time as you leave church. Eighth, there will not be an offertory procession. Ninth, 

parish bulletins will be placed on the table and not handed out.   

How can I receive Holy Communion if I am wearing a mask?  When you come to Holy Communion, 

you will need to lift your mask, but the priest and deacons will be wearing a mask as they distribute 

Holy Communion to you.  After Communion is in your mouth, you will be asked to put your mask back 

on. 
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What about confessions? Confessions will continue in the St. Michael Room as we have 6 foot spacing 

available either face to face or behind the screen. Please see the schedule down below.   

What about baptisms, weddings, and funerals? These can take place as planned with social distancing 

measures in place as well as the measures already mentioned in this letter 

Can we celebrate anointing of the sick if needed?  Yes, the sacraments will continue and I as a priest 

will have to use safeguarding precautions.   

Do we get to continue Eucharistic adoration?  Yes, this will continue at the normal daily times every 

day of the week.   

So what is our Mass time schedule? The normal weekday Mass schedule will be starting on Monday, 

May 4th.  The rosary will precede all Masses.   

Monday and Tuesday Mass is at 7 PM;  

Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday Mass is at 8 AM,  

Saturday Mass times will be 4 PM and 7 PM, both fulfill the Sunday obligation.   

Sunday Mass times will be at 8 AM and 10:30 AM.   

****Bear in mind, there are a couple of weddings coming up, so please be considerate of the couples 

and their families that they are allowed to be a part of the celebration.  With that being said, if you are 

not invited to those weddings, please leave space for the couple and their immediate families. **** 

Find another Mass that weekend if you want to attend the 4PM Mass. The weddings are always listed 

in the bulletin, so you know which weekends are affected.  

What about daily confession times?  Confessions schedule is as follows: 

Monday and Tuesday will be at 6PM to 6:25 PM,  

Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday from 7 AM to 7:25 AM,  

Saturday from 3:00 pm to 3:50 and 6:00pm to 6:25 pm,  

Sunday morning from 7:30 am to 7:50 am, and 9:30 am to 9:50 am. 

So why are confessions not before the Mass times?  We have to allow time to set up the live – 

streaming.  To get started on time with the rosary before each Mass.  

What is the live-stream schedule?  Monday – Tuesday, rosary begins at 6:40 pm followed by 7 pm 

Mass; Wednesday – Thursday rosary begins at 7:40am, followed by 8 am Mass; Friday rosary begins at 

7:35am followed by Benediction and 8 am Mass; Saturday rosary begins at 6:40pm followed by 7pm 

Mass; Sunday rosary begins at 10:10am followed by 10:30am Mass 

Mass scheduling moving ahead? If you are used to going to Mass at a certain time, please be advised 

we now have four weekend Masses.  We ask you to spread out your times and make use of them.  We 

will see how the first weekend goes and adjust the Mass times accordingly if these Masses are not full.   

I would like to help out at Mass?  We will be in need of lectors, ushers, and altar servers. To save our 

office staff time for looking for four weekend Masses, I encourage you to email or call Emily in the 

office with the times you can help us out.  The office telephone number is 754-2860, or email Emily at 

stphilipneri@bektel.com.  It will save her a lot of time from calling, and we will fill them on a first come, 

first serve basis. 

mailto:stphilipneri@bektel.com
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How long do you think this will go?  It is so hard to say, that is why updates and you staying connected 

to the parish in this time is so important, so that we can communicate with you any changes that are 

made.   

How will future communication take place with updates?  Updates are posted on our parish Facebook 

page, “St. Philip Neri Catholic Church”; our parish bulletin; they can also be emailed and texted to you.  

Bear in mind that with texting we are limited to maybe two full sentences. So, you may not always see 

the full communication.   

What happens if I don’t have Facebook or email and I want to receive these updates?  Again, watch 

the bulletin.  You can also call the office if you have questions.  We are not going to be constantly 

sending out a letter with updates.  That is why we ask you to be proactive, and we want you to be kept 

in the loop of what is going on, and we don’t want you going without updates.  *****You will not be 

notified by mail, unless you call and tell us that you don’t have email or Facebook.****   There are a lot 

of parishioners who are registered and have given their email address and cell phone number to us and 

there are many registered members who have not left either their email address or cell phone number 

with us.  So, if you are not receiving emails from the office, please notify the office as soon as possible, 

and provide us with your information.  This will help us cut down our expenses as well to avoid mass 

mailing like this one today. 

One last food for thought?  We invite you to make use of the daily Mass schedule as well.  Now that 

we get to come back to Mass, many people say that they really miss receiving Communion, you have a 

chance to receive Jesus every day in the Eucharist at daily Mass.   

 

I personally want to thank all of you for your understanding of these matters as we move forward.  I, 

personally, want to thank those of you who have helped us out during this time of weekend and 

weekday Masses as altar servers, lectors, musicians, rosary leader, and our deacons.  I give a personal 

shout out to Pamela Birrenkott who has made every Mass available to you in your homes since this 

pandemic started.  She has streamed it live for you, and she is the one responsible for making the Mass 

available in your homes.  Thanks, so much Pamela on behalf of our entire parish community.    

 

I pray that this pandemic will soon end, and things can resume back to normal quickly.  If you have any 

questions, please feel free to call me in the office at 754-2860. 

 

Faithfully yours,  

Fr. Neil Pfeifer  

 


