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SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS for November 8
th

    32
nd

 Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Wisdom 6:12-16 
 What recent decision have you considered a wise one? 

 For what decisions do you need to pray for wisdom? 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
          Whose death do you still grieve or remember as touching you deeply? 

          Offer prayer in memory of the souls of our departed family members. 

Matthew 25:1-13 
     How well supplied is your touch at this time (how alive is your faith)? 

    How are you preparing for the return of Christ at the end of your lifetime? 

WEEKDAY MASSES  November 3 – 6 
  Tues:   5:00 pm    Living & Deceased Members of Joe Bata Family 

   Wed:   8:40 am    School Mass   +Joseph Bata  

 Thurs:   5:00 pm    +Gerry Waltz 

      Fri: 10:30 am    +Mary Mann    

WEEKEND MASSES  November 7 – 8 
Sat:            5:00 pm St. Edward’s - Nekoma       People of the Parishes 

 

           7:30 pm St. Alphonsus      +Darlene Girodat 

                     Reader:               Holly Lyons 

                                   EMHC:                Holly Lyons 
                                    
 Sun:          8:30 am St. Alphonsus      +Howard Doherty  

                                  Reader:                 Kitty Bachman       

                                   EMHC:                  Dennis Karsky 

                                   Musicians:           Bob & Cantor 
  

   St. Michael’s – Wales      NO MASS AT WALES TODAY 
 

   10:30 am St. Alphonsus      +Dale & Isabelle Fetsch   

                                   Reader:                Zach Schaefer 

       EMHC:                  Dennis Schill 

                                   Musicians:           Bob & Cantor 
 

                Fellowship Hall Host:   LaVern & Margaret Chaput 
 

Fr. Michael Hickin’s cell phone: 701-891-1238   

Website for St. Alphonsus Parish – http://www.stalphonsuslangdon.com/  

Confessions: Tuesdays, Wednesday and Thursdays after Mass or  

by appointment  

 

Weekly Reflection for October 25, 2020:   This week’s reflection of the 

parishioner’s relationship with God and with the parish   

 Adult Envelopes        $1,630.00 

 Intentional Givers        $100.00 

 Plate          $271.00 

 Fuel            $20.00 

 Total       $2,021.00 

 
 

 

 

http://www.stalphonsuslangdon.com/


All Saints Day 

The opening words of today’s second reading are full of confidence:  “Think of the 
love that the Father has lavished on us.”  We could ponder these words for hours 
in order to savor God’s love.  They emphasize our dignity since we are children of 
God and can look forward to the day when we will see God face to face.  Then we 
will understand fully what we have only glimpsed in a shadowy way during life.  As 
we walk by faith and not by sight, we catch hints and suggestions of God’s grace 
and allow God to illuminate the path so that we can keep faith and carry the cross 
towards the resurrection. 
 

A rich image of heaven is presented in the first reading.  Gathered around the 
altar on which stands the Lamb of God, are the people from every tribe, nation 
and language.  They sing the praise of God, perhaps singing the majestic hymn 
“Praise to the Holiest in the Height” which St. John Henry Newman wrote and 
included in his poem The Dream of Gerontius.  The people of all the nations are 
surrounded by angels who adore God and wear their white baptismal robes.  
Many have carried the cross of persecution and martyrdom and remained faithful 
to the end.  St. Maximilian Kolbe is greeted by St. Francis, St. Therese of Lisieux 
by St. Teresa of Avila, and St. John Henry Newman is met by St. Athanasius, 
whom he studied all his life.  We too are called to be saints to join their company. 
        Taken from The Living Word 
 

All Saints Day 

”Blessed are you when they insult you and persecute you and utter every kind of evil 

against you (falsely) because of me.”  - MATTHEW 5:11 

We are all at different points on the path to holiness, on getting to Heaven and becoming 

a saint. Part of the journey is being mocked and ridiculed by others. When this happens, 

how do you respond? Do you become silent? Do you react in anger or do you react with 

love? Fortunately, as one Body of Christ, we are united with the saints already in Heaven. 

Ask your favorite saint for guidance in defending the Faith.     
 

GOOD SHEPHERD, AS THE ELECTION APPROACHES, we seek to better understand the 

needs of our nation and how the Gospel compels us to respond. Give our hearts eyes that 

see each other as brothers and sisters, and ears that hear the cries of our children and 

victims of injustice.  Open our minds to the efforts of leaders who will bring us closer to 

your Kingdom.   Grant us discernment to choose leaders who are friends of Wisdom and 

seek the ways of justice and peace.  This we ask in the power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

Through these many months, Americans have wrestled with many issues. The USCCB’s 

Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship affirms that election “decisions should take 

into account a candidate’s commitments, character, integrity, and ability to influence a 

given issue” (#37).  Pope Francis observes that popular leaders can unite people for the 

common good or exploit them for personal advantage (Fratelli tutti, #159).  Pope St. John 

Paul II told the people of Poland “Do not be afraid to insist on your rights. Refuse a life 

based on lies and double thinking. Do not be afraid to suffer with Christ.”  

God bless you all over these November days ahead.  Seems wise to give the final word to 

the Word of God:   

A wise magistrate gives stability to his people, 

And government by the intelligent is well ordered.  

As the people’s judge, so the officials; 

As the head of a city, so the inhabitants. 

A reckless king destroys his people, 

But a city grows through the intelligence of its princes.  

Sovereignty over the earth is in the hand of God, 

who appoints the right person for the right time. 

Sovereignty over everyone is in the hand of God, 

who imparts his majesty to the ruler.   Ch.10:1-5 
  

CAVALIER COUNTY EMERGENCY FOOD BANK  So proud of our Youth Group!!  Wednesday 

evening, October 28, instead of going door to door collecting non-perishable foods, because of 

COVID concerns, we did a telethon—cold calling a number of parishioners.  It was very 

successful.  Thanks to all those who responded.  If you didn’t get a call, we’re sorry; we ran out of 

time.  It was not easy to get out of our comfort zone and ‘beg’, but I think most of the young people 

who took up the challenge were grateful for the experience.  We salute the good people who keep 

our local Food Pantry going.  It is a much appreciated service. 

            Anyone who still wishes to give, may drop a check (made out to the Cavalier County 

Emergency Food Bank) in the church collection basket or send a check to PO Box 630, Langdon. 



PARISH NEWS AND EVENTS 
 

10:30am Mass on Friday’s will be held at the church until further notice – due to covid  
 

Catholic Daughters Meeting on Monday, November 2
nd

 at 7:00pm in the KC Room.  
There will be a prayer service for deceased members – please wear white. 
 

Our next Altar Society meeting will be held on Tuesday, November 10 at 6:00pm in the 
fellowship hall.  It will be our annual wine and hors d’oeuvres meeting.  All Altar Society 
members are welcome to attend.  There will be no meeting in December.  
 

Catholic Daughter Gift Shop is continuing their close out sale. Items have been 
put back in the cases, if you see anything you would like to purchase call Bev 
Otto 256-2646 and we could meet in the fellowship Hall anytime or after Mass 
on the weekends. Thanks to all of you who have made purchases. 
 

40 DAYS FOR LIFE campaign has its closing ceremony this Sunday, Nov. 1
st
, 2:00pm at 

the abortion clinic in Fargo. All are welcome. Thank you for all you do for LIFE! 
 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES ND - Helping People, Changing Lives.  Guided by our values, 

Catholic Charities North Dakota serves people in need and advocates for the common 

good of all.  We saw their video at Masses, October 24-25.  To respond to their appeal 

and belong to their beautiful ministry across our state, please use the envelopes at the 

entrances of our churches.  Thanks! 
 

CONFESSIONS - In addition to Confessions after Mass Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday, 

we’ll also have Confessions the first weekend of the month, Saturday evening 6:45-

7:15pm and Sunday morning 9:45-10:15am.  This will begin December 5-6. 
 

Advent Communal Penance Service Thursday, Dec 17, 5:30pm, follows the 5 pm Mass. 
 

ROCKS - As I was returning from my Mom’s 80
th

 b-day surprise, winter quickly settled in.  

This hampers rock transportation.  Our plans on the drainage around the church have 

reached a temporary stall.  We still are taking rock if there’s a November thaw; if not, 

you’ll hear another appeal come spring. 
 

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE.  Since St. A’s capital campaign a number of works have been 

accomplished.  In case this has escaped anyone’s attention, here is a (likely incomplete) 

recap of projects that have been addressed with funds raised thus far: 

 West wall – stabilize the wall with anchors, insulation, ventilation, a catwalk, 

tuckpointing, chimney work, rear north side porch. 

 Basement – lights added, window repairs, asbestos removal, new floor under 

winter chapel (currently being tended to), dehumidifiers 

 Fellowship Hall – air conditioning installed, roof repairs and shingles, ceiling 

repair 

 School – carpet in the classrooms, roofing (still to be completed) 

 Church – we need to complete the basement projects, which include drainage 

work along the outside base of the church, then we’ll focus our attention on the 

much awaited interior renovation. 
 

What is an endowment?   

     An endowment fund is a perpetual fund. It is created by charitable donations in the 

form of cash, stocks, mutual funds, real property, or other personal property to a 

foundation, such as the Catholic Development Foundation (CDF), to support a specific 

ministry such as a parish or cemetery.   To learn more about endowments or the Catholic 

Development Foundation, go to www.cdfnd.org. 

Did you know? 

     Did you know that St. Alphonsus Catholic Church has a permanent endowment fund?   

YES – we do!  In partnership with the Catholic Development Foundation, our parish 

established this fund to help secure our future as a parish family.   St. Alphonsus’ 

endowment fund provides a perpetual income stream annually which helps us maintain 

our church and provides for the necessary ministry our members depend on.  Please join 

me in supporting the St. Alphonsus endowment fund; whether it’s a gift today or someday 

as part of your will/estate plan.   May God continue to bless our parish family for years to 

come.     Fr. Michael Hickin 

http://www.cdfnd.org/

