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of Advent 
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SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS for December 12
th

    Third Sunday of Advent    

Zephaniah 3:14-18 
 What joyful experiences can you celebrate recently?  

 What discouragement and misfortune have you suffered? 

Philippians 4:4-7 
          How have you practiced generosity, unselfishness? 

          What anxiety is in your mind?  Pray about it. 

Luke 3:10-18 
     What change of conduct would help you do your work better? 

          Invite the Holy Spirit to effect this change in you. 

WEEKDAY MASSES  December 7 - 10 
  Tues:   5:00 pm    +Mary Bisenius 
   Wed:   8:40 am    School Mass  +John E & Jon Delvo    Holy Day Mass   

              5:30 pm    +Darlene Mikkelsen    Holy Day Mass 

 Thurs:   5:00 pm    +Faith Ann Zabojnik 

      Fri: 10:30 am    Osnabrock  Prayers for healing for Rob Scheer  
       (No Public is Allowed) 

WEEKEND MASSES  December 11 – 12 
Sat:           St. Edward’s - Nekoma      NO MASS UNTIL SPRING   
 

                  5:00 pm St. Alphonsus      +Walter & Juletta Kleinschmidt 

                     Reader:               Corey Stremick 

                                   EMHC:                Bernadette Fetsch 
 

 Sun:          8:30 am St. Alphonsus      +Bill & Clint Schefter & People of the Parishes 

                                  Reader:                Jackie Thom        

                                   EMHC:                 Dennis Karsky 

                             Musicians:          Bob & Choir 
 

        St. Michael’s – Wales      NO MASS AT WALES TODAY 
 

   10:30 am St. Alphonsus      +Joseph Karas Jr.  

                                   Reader:                Zack Schaefer     

       EMHC:                  Darlene Rutledge 

                                   Musicians:           Bob & Choir 
 

                Fellowship Hall Host:   Duane Otto 
 

Fr. Michael Hickin’s cell phone: 701-891-1238   

Website for St. Alphonsus Parish – http://www.stalphonsuslangdon.com/  

Confessions: Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursdays after Mass or  

by appointment  

 

Weekly Reflection for November 28 & Thanksgiving, 2021:   This week’s 

reflection of the parishioner’s relationship with God and with the parish   

 Adult Envelopes        $4,295.00 

 Intentional Givers     $2,430.00 

 Plate          $850.00 

 Fuel            $50.00  

 Children            $26.00 

 Total       $7,651.00 
 

 

http://www.stalphonsuslangdon.com/


Second Sunday of Advent 
     In today’s Gospel reading, we hear the words of the prophet Isaiah painting a 
powerful poetic vision:  “Every valley will be filled in, every mountain and hill be 
laid low, winding ways will be straightened and rough roads made smooth.”  The 
writer of the book of Baruch, which we heard as our first reading, would have 
been familiar with Isaiah’s words and echoes them in his own.  In the Gospel 
Luke links it with the work of John the Baptist.  John was the last of the prophets, 
sent to prepare for the Lord’s coming.  His job was to prepare as smooth a 
passage as possible for Jesus.  We in turn are being invited to use this image as 
a way of thinking about how we might prepare ourselves to welcome the Lord. 
     As the years pass we might be tempted to reflect that, while we hear the call to 
prepare well every Advent, nothing much seems to change either in our own lives 
or in the family of the Church or in the world at large.  But if we do think like that 
we would be wrong.  The first coming of Jesus did radically change the course of 
human history.  John’s proclamation of a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins paved the way for Jesus to minister his Father’s compassion 
to us in a way far beyond our imagining.  Nothing can ever be the same again, 
whether we have taken this fact on board yet or not.  The faith of the Church is 
that everything is moving towards the fulfillment of God’s plan and that in due 
time the Lord will return again in glory.  This is very much part of the Advent 
message:  we look back and celebrate the coming of Jesus as a baby in 
Bethlehem and at the same time we look forward to his coming again in glory.  So 
there is a lot to prepare for.                        Taken from The Living Word 
 

2
nd

 Sunday of Advent 

“And this is my prayer: that your love may increase ever more and more in knowledge 

and every kind of perception, to discern what is of value…”  (PHILIPPIANS 1:9-10) 

During the Christmas shopping season it is easy to get caught up in the frenzy of buying 

gifts.  However, is that “gift” truly an expression of your love for the other person, or, are 

you just fulfilling your “obligation” to give them something?  To grow in friendship with 

someone, you need to spend time with them, learn what is of value to them.  Maybe this 

year, buy less “stuff” and spend more time with those you love. 
 

AREA COMMUNAL PENANCE SERVICES:   

Walhalla              Dec 15 Wed 7:00 PM       
Langdon               Dec 16 Thu 5:00 PM (after 4:30PM Mass)              
Grafton                Dec 19 Sun 4:00 PM  
Note that our Penance Service here at St. Alphonsus is moved up a ½ hour 

because at 7:00pm that evening, we are hosting in the church the Pre-School, Pre-K 
Christmas Concert. 

 

Adults need vaccines too. Are you up to date on tetanus, shingles or pneumonia 
vaccines?  Call 256-2402 to find out or schedule an appointment 
 

SYNOD.  Laypeople deserve to be heard and Pope Francis is inviting the church to hear their voices 

through the synodal process now underway.  Without hearing from the laity is “like trying to see 

the picture with one eye closed and maybe three-quarters of the other one (closed),” said Cardinal 

Joseph W. Tobin of Newark, NJ. 

The key is to pray and discern what the Holy Spirit is saying at this point in history by 

listening to each other. ‘Everyone has a piece of the wisdom.’  We’re all narrow in our individual 

perspectives.  Diversity of experience makes us better informed, healthier, and whole. 

“To try to involve a billion people across the world in this consultation is daunting, but 

the prospects of it I find exciting and hopeful,” said Cardinal Tobin. 

The First Vatican Council in 1869-1870 established the principle that the Holy Spirit 

speaks through the pope. Vatican II reintroduced earlier Church teaching that the pope works in 

concert with the bishops.  Pope Francis is taking the teaching of Vatican II, as shown in recent 

synods in Rome, and demonstrating that leadership in the church is the work of the People of God. 

Donations for Christmas Flowers can be made by filling out the below form and 
can be placed in the collection marked “flowers” or brought to the parish office by 
Thursday, December 9

th
.  Thank You. 

In Memory of/honor of ______________________________________________ 

 

From ___________________________________________________________ 



PARISH NEWS AND EVENTS 
 

Mass times for Wednesday, Dec. 8
th

 (Holy Day) are 8:40am(school Mass) and 5:30pm  
 

NEW SATURDAY MASS SCHEDULE - St. Edward’s-Nekoma is suspending Saturday Mass 

until spring.  Langdon will have Mass at 5:00pm not 7:30pm until spring. 
 

Congratulations to Brady Carlson and Brenna Downs who were married last weekend.  

May they continue to grow in God’s grace. 
 

Our Sympathy to the families of Lyle Lothspeich and Wally Stevens who were called 

home last week.  May they rest in the love of the Father. 
 

Catholic Daughters meeting on Monday, Dec. 6
th

 at 6:00pm in the cafeteria.  Potluck with 

meeting to follow.  All members and their families are welcome 
 

St. Alphonsus School (K-8) Christmas concert will be held Wednesday, December 8
th

 at 

7:00pm in the Parish Center.   

St. Alphonsus Pre-K and Preschool Christmas concert will be held on Thursday, 

December 16
th

 at 7:00pm at the church 
 

Knights of Columbus will have a Pancake, Sausage and French Toast breakfast 
on Sunday, Dec. 12

th
 from 9:00 – noon at the cafeteria.  All are welcome to attend 

 

There is a signup sheet for Readers, and EMHC’s for Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, 

New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day Masses is at the back of the church. 
 

Christmas Mass schedule is as follows:  Christmas Eve (Dec 24) 4:00pm and 8:00pm, 

Christmas Day (Dec. 25) 10:30am 
 

SUNDAY 10:30 MASS IS IN NEED OF EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS & READERS.  If you’re interested in 

joining one of these ministries, or are already on the roster and you’re willing to be help 

at the 10:30 Mass, please let Jackie know as she prepares the schedule for the coming 

months.  Currently, we only have one or two available for this Mass through the winter.  

It is not fair or realistic to expect them at every 10:30 Mass.  Please help. 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE MASS SCHEDULE  After prolonged consultation, the Christmas Eve Masses 

will be 4:00pm and 8:00pm.  Midnight Mass was once very popular, but that’s not so 

much the case anymore.  If there is a LARGE wave of disapproval for this move, we’ll 

reconsider.  For now, we’re moving the Midnight Mass to 8:00pm.  Thank you. 
 

No Eucharistic Adoration Dec. 21st, 22nd, 23rd, 28th, 29th, and 30th. Eucharistic 

Adoration will resume January 4th, 2022. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!! 
 

The annual Christmas Dinner will be on Saturday, December 25
th

 at the St. Alphonsus 

Parish Center starting at 12:00 noon.  Please join us whether you are alone or with many.  

All donations of salads, pies, deserts or your time is greatly appreciated.  For more 

information contact Dennis Horpestad 370-2924 or Carla Horpestad 370-0594 
 

General church cleaning will be held on Monday, December 6.  If you have been 
assigned a job, please come at 10:00am or 6:00pm.  If neither of those times work, do 
your part whenever you can.  There will be a sign in sheet on the table in the fellowship 
hall along with the list of jobs to be completed by each circle.  You can mark on the job 
sheet which jobs have been completed.  Thank you! 
 

This Advent, discover and choose the things that draw you to the light! Get inspiring daily 

video reflections sent straight to your inbox—for free.  Sign up for the daily emails at 

https://www.dynamiccatholic.com/advent.html.  Taken from Matthew Kelly’s life-changing 

new book, Life Is Messy, each reflection will help you infuse your life with prayer, reading, 

authentic love of self, genuine friendship, beautiful kindness and so much more!  The 

book, Life Is Messy, will be available at the St Alphonsus weekend Masses.  Make this your 

BEST ADVENT EVER and take advantage of the book and emails available to you at no 

cost.   
 

Blood Drive on Monday, December 13
th

 from 12:30pm till 6:00pm at United 

Communications. Please contact Mikan at 256-5156 to set up an appointment or visit 

www.vitalant.org to make your appointment. 

https://www.dynamiccatholic.com/advent.html
http://www.vitalant.org/

