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SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS for December 19
th

    Fourth Sunday of Advent    

Micah 5:1-4 
 In what way do you judge yourself “too small?”  

 Invite the Lord to shepherd you with His strength. 

Hebrews 10:5-10 
          How have you offered yourself to God (sacrifice)? 

          Have you accepted Jesus’ offer of Himself to you? 

Luke 1:39-45 
     What area of concern will you trust to God? 

          Which family or neighbor needs your visitation today? 

WEEKDAY MASSES  December 14 - 18 
  Tues:   5:00 pm    +Verona Erickson 
   Wed:   8:40 am    School Mass  +Bernice Larson   

 Thurs:   4:30 pm  Living & Deceased Members of Romeo & Mable Hoffarth Family NOTE 
THE CHANGE OF TIME 

      Fri: 10:30 am    Maple Manor  Living & Deceased Members of Ken & Janet Dosmann  

                                                                                        Family    (No Public is Allowed) 

WEEKEND MASSES  December 18 – 19 
Sat:           St. Edward’s - Nekoma      NO MASS UNTIL SPRING   
 

                  5:00 pm St. Alphonsus      +Ruth & Stacey Chaput 

                     Reader:               Holly Lyons 

                                   EMHC:                Holly Lyons 
                                    
 Sun:          8:30 am St. Alphonsus      +Bud & Bette Bata & People of the Parishes 

                                  Reader:                Gary Metzger        

                                   EMHC:                 Harvey Metzger 

                             Musicians:          Bob & Choir 
  

   St. Michael’s – Wales      NO MASS AT WALES TODAY 
 

   10:30 am St. Alphonsus      Living & Deceased Members of the Bachman   

                                   Reader:                Dennis Horpestad                              Family 

       EMHC:                  Carla Horpestad 

                                   Musicians:           Bob & Choir 
 

                Fellowship Hall Host:   Wil & Sue Schill 
 

Fr. Michael Hickin’s cell phone: 701-891-1238   

Website for St. Alphonsus Parish – http://www.stalphonsuslangdon.com/  

Confessions: Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursdays after Mass or  

by appointment  

 

Weekly Reflection for December 5, 2021:   This week’s reflection of the 

parishioner’s relationship with God and with the parish   

 Adult Envelopes        $5,452.00 

 Intentional Givers     $2,730.00 

 Plate          $728.00 

 Fuel            $25.00  

 Children            $28.00 

 Total       $8,963.00 
 

 

http://www.stalphonsuslangdon.com/


Third Sunday of Advent 
     At the time of King Herod, the Jewish people longed for a Messiah who would 
restore the kingdom of Israel and re-establish a right relationship with God.  The 
coming of the Anointed One of God would bring happiness and fulfill the 
yearnings and longings of the people.  The preaching of John the Baptist in the 
desert by the River Jordan led people to gather and wonder if he was the 
Messiah.  Was he the prophet to fulfill the hope of the prophet Zephaniah in the 
first reading?  Would he lead them to rejoice and dance with shouts of joy?  
Would he give them happiness?  The coming of the Messiah might be likened to 
a return to the Promised Land.  Some thought the Romans would be overthrown 
and the occupation ended.  Others hoped God’s law would be respected and 
lived.  Some imagined that the world would come to an end. 
     John the Baptist tells the crowds who gather around him that he is not the 
Messiah, but rather the messenger or precursor who points them towards the one 
who comes in the name of the Lord.  John promises that the Christ will inaugurate 
a new time and create a new people who will receive the gift of baptism by water 
and the Holy Spirit.  They will live in a new relationship with Jesus Christ as 
friends inspired by the Holy Spirit.  St Paul, writing to the Church at Philippi, tells 
the new Christians that they can trust in Jesus Christ in prayer and be thankful for 
his gifts.  In him is to be found true happiness.     Taken from The Living Word 
 

3
rd

 Sunday of Advent 

“Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 

make your requests known to God.”  (PHILIPPIANS 4:6) 

St. Paul reminds us that God is an abundant God – He is the ultimate giver of gifts.  He 

promises to give us all that we need.  Remember, that we are created in God’s image and 

likeness.  We, too, are made to be generous with all of our gifts as well.  Placing our trust 

in God frees us from being a slave to possessions.  It allows us to gratefully and 

generously share ourselves and our goods with others. 
 

AREA COMMUNAL PENANCE SERVICES:   

Walhalla              Dec 15 Wed 7:00 PM       
Langdon               Dec 16 Thu 5:00 PM (after 4:30PM Mass)              
Grafton                Dec 19 Sun 4:00 PM  
Note that our Penance Service here at St. Alphonsus is moved up a ½ hour 

because at 7:00pm that evening, we are hosting in the church the Pre-School, Pre-K 
Christmas Concert. 

 

Adults need vaccines too. Are you up to date on tetanus, shingles or pneumonia 
vaccines?  Call 256-2402 to find out or schedule an appointment 
  
SYNOD.  A small group of parishioners have met twice so far to discuss Pope Francis’ call 

for a worldwide Synod in 2023.  It starts at the parish, and we begin this week to offer 

questions for your consideration. 

                The 2023 Synod is a real turning point in the life of the Catholic Church. 

                The Vatican prepared a Handbook to guide the Church in how to go about this 

process.  With a summary of the Handbook, we’ll provide a number of questions so we 

can get your feedback. 

                These sheets will be made available in church this weekend and also go out in 

our parish Christmas greetings. 

                The group mentioned above will write a synthesis to submit to Fr. Brian Moen, 

our dean, who will then do a synthesis for the deanery to send to Bishop Folda. 

                This is spirituality not bureaucracy in action.  It’s a heroic effort to re-orient the 

face of the Catholic Church, where clergy and laity walk together and discern what our 

future will look like, a future that, as best as possible, reflects what the Holy Spirit is 

saying to all of us.  It’s a tall order.  But Jesus never calls us to mediocrity.  He calls us to 

receive his Spirit and follow him.  Jesus Christ is bold and humble and practical and never 

done stirring up amazement. 

                Get on board.  Participate.  Learn.  Grow. 

                “The purpose of this Synod is not to produce more documents.  Rather, it is 

intended to inspire people to dream about the Church we are called to me, to make 

people’s hopes flourish, to stimulate trust, to bind up wounds, to weave new and deeper 

relationships, to learn from one another, to build bridges, to enlighten minds, warm hearts 

and restore strength to our hands for our common mission” (Handbook 1.3). 



PARISH NEWS AND EVENTS 
 

NEW SATURDAY MASS SCHEDULE - St. Edward’s-Nekoma is suspending Saturday Mass 

until spring.  Langdon will have Mass at 5:00pm not 7:30pm until spring. 
 

Our Sympathy to the families of Eddie Benoit and Dennis Denault who were called 

home last week.  May they rest in the love of the Father. 
 

St. Alphonsus Pre-K and Preschool Christmas concert will be held on Thursday, 

December 16
th

 at 7:00pm at the church 
 

Knights of Columbus will have a Pancake, Sausage and French Toast breakfast 
on Sunday, Dec. 12

th
 from 9:00 – noon at the cafeteria.  All are welcome to attend 

 

Knights of Columbus meeting on Tuesday, December 14
th

 at 6:30pm.  Following the 

meeting there will be a wine and cheese Christmas party.  Spouses and Spouses of 

deceased members are welcome to attend. 
 

Christmas Cookie Exchange. If you are interested in being part of a Catholic mom's 

group, please join us for a Christmas cookie exchange Thursday December 16th at 5:30 

pm in the fellowship hall. Bring a dozen, leave with a dozen! Every mom is welcome, and 

there will be activities for children as well. If you are unable to make it but are interested 

in being part of the group, contact Katie Sauer at 701-340-2372. 
 

There is a signup sheet for Readers, and EMHC’s for Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, 

New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day Masses is at the back of the church. 
 

Christmas Mass schedule is as follows:  Christmas Eve (Dec 24) 4:00pm and 8:00pm, 

Christmas Day (Dec. 25) 10:30am.  New Year’s Mass schedule is as follows:  New 

Year’s Eve (Dec. 31) 5:00pm and New Year’s Day (Jan. 1) 10:30am 
 

SUNDAY 10:30 MASS IS IN NEED OF EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS & READERS.  Currently, we only have 

one or two people available for this Mass through the winter.  It is not fair or realistic to 

expect them at every 10:30 Mass.  Please consider helping.  Let Jackie know by 

contacting the parish office.  Thank you. 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE MASS SCHEDULE.  Christmas Eve Masses will be 4 pm and 8 pm.  If there is a 

LARGE wave of disapproval for this move, we’ll reconsider.  For now, we’re moving the 

Midnight Mass to 8 pm.  Thank you. 
 

No Eucharistic Adoration Dec. 21st, 22nd, 23rd, 28th, 29th, and 30th. Eucharistic 

Adoration will resume January 4th, 2022. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!! 
 

The annual Christmas Dinner will be on Saturday, December 25
th

 at the St. Alphonsus 

Parish Center starting at 12:00 noon.  Please join us whether you are alone or with many.  

All donations of salads, pies, deserts or your time is greatly appreciated.  For more 

information contact Dennis Horpestad 370-2924 or Carla Horpestad 370-0594 
 

This Advent, discover and choose the things that draw you to the light! Get inspiring daily 

video reflections sent straight to your inbox—for free.  Sign up for the daily emails at 

https://www.dynamiccatholic.com/advent.html.  Taken from Matthew Kelly’s life-changing 

new book, Life Is Messy, each reflection will help you infuse your life with prayer, reading, 

authentic love of self, genuine friendship, beautiful kindness and so much more!  The 

book, Life Is Messy, will be available at the St Alphonsus weekend Masses.  Make this your 

BEST ADVENT EVER and take advantage of the book and emails available to you at no 

cost.   
 

Blood Drive on Monday, December 13
th

 has been cancelled  
 

You're invited to join us on Wednesdays at 12:05pm as we pray the Rosary for the 

protection of the unborn. 
 

St. Edward’s Church cleaning for November/December – Jean Wilhelmi & Megin 

Mitchell 
 

FR. DALE KINZLER.  There is a newsletter on the bulletin board giving an update on Fr. 

Dale’s recovery.  Please take a look at it.  He’s doing remarkably well and tells a good 

story of where’s been and what God’s doing with him now.                 

https://www.dynamiccatholic.com/advent.html

