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SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS for Dec 26
th

   The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph    

1 Samuel 1:20-22, 24-28 
 Samuel’s mother gives Samuel to God, not to lose her son but to find him. 

1 John 3:1-2, 21-24 
          The commandments are life, because they are given to us that we might live the  

          life of God. 

Luke 2:41-52 
     The Gospel shows how even in the best of families, hurtful misunderstandings can 

          occur.  Do we see God revealed in family struggles? 

WEEKDAY MASSES  December 21 - 24 
  Tues:   5:00 pm    +Felix & Judy Essler 
   Wed:   8:40 am    School Mass  +Francis Muhs   

 Thurs:   5:00 pm    +Merrill Perius 

      Fri:   4:00 pm    +Vic & Lea Waltz         Christmas Eve Mass 

              8:00 pm    +Dennis Lyons               Christmas Eve Mass 

     Sat: 10:30 am    +Vincent & Elizabeth Schaan  Christmas Day Mass 

WEEKEND MASSES  December 25 – 26 
Sat:           St. Edward’s - Nekoma      NO MASS UNTIL SPRING   
 

                  5:00 pm St. Alphonsus      +Ruth & Stacey Chaput 

                     Reader:               Holly Lyons 

                                   EMHC:                Carol Hoffarth 
                                    
 Sun:          8:30 am St. Alphonsus      +Dorothy Jakoubek & People of the Parishes 

                                  Reader:                Carleen Schill        

                                   EMHC:                 Alan Schill 

                             Musicians:          Bob & Choir 
  

   St. Michael’s – Wales      NO MASS AT WALES TODAY 
 

   10:30 am St. Alphonsus      Living & Deceased Members of the Barta &   

                                   Reader:                Jenny Chaput                          Sillers Family 

       EMHC:                  Dennis Schill  

                                   Musicians:           Bob & Choir 
 

                Fellowship Hall Host:   LaVern & Margaret Chaput 
 

Fr. Michael Hickin’s cell phone: 701-891-1238   

Website for St. Alphonsus Parish – http://www.stalphonsuslangdon.com/  

Confessions: Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursdays after Mass or  

by appointment  

 

Weekly Reflection for December 12, 2021:   This week’s reflection of the 

parishioner’s relationship with God and with the parish   

 Adult Envelopes        $3,555.00 

 Intentional Givers            $0.00 

 Plate          $468.50  

 Children            $46.76 

 Total       $4,070.26 
 

 

 

http://www.stalphonsuslangdon.com/


Thank you to all who donated money for Christmas 
Flowers in memory of the following: 

Jesus, Mary & Joseph by Anonymous  

Ronald Mikkelsen by Bette Mikkelsen & Marla Zeis 

Justin Kruk by DeDe & Floyd Boesl 

John E. & Jon Delvo by Shirley Delvo & Family 

Kathy, Jerry, Ella & Joe Kram by Jim Kram  

Mary & Jack Bisenius by Wendy & Darwyn Smith 

Oscar & Peggy Beauchamp & Greg Beauchamp by Marty & Sherry Pengilly & Family 

Dennis Lyons by Holly Lyons & Family 

Isaac Hill by Elaine Hill & Family 

Eddie & Rhena Lorenz by Duane & Ruthann Olson & Family 

Vic & Lea Waltz by Their Family 

Richard & Evelyn Schill & Bud & Ila Murie by Larry & Helen Murie 

Joe & Arlene Klemisch by The Klemisch Family 

Bachman & Rutledge Families by Wayne & Darlene Rutledge 

Lawrence & Tillie Schiestel, John, Gertrude & Michael Wild & Edna Slama by The Jack  

    Wild Family 

Tom & Gerry Waltz by Loralyn Maixner & Family 

Jake & Esther Spenst & William & Theresa Klemisch by Bennet & Audre Spenst 

Richard Otto & Richard Chaput by Sally Otto & Family 

Pat Hoffarth & Sharon Kalis by Theresa Hoffarth & Family 

Gary & Mary Ihry by Kim (Ihry) Schneider 

Ronald Mikkelsen & Vivian Novak by Kent & Carol Mikkelsen & Family 

Walter, Olaf & Genera Rude, Theodore, Angeline, Angie, Robert, Jason, Shawn & Kody   

      Kalis, Joey & Lisa Hodge, Larry & Patricia Graveline, Neil & Elizabeth Schill,  

      by Lorraine Rude  
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
      As we hear the today’s Gospel, Mary was bursting with news and it was about 
the birth of a baby.  She couldn’t keep it to herself:  no sooner did the angel bring 
her the good news of great joy that she set off to share it with her cousin.  The 
news tumbled out of her and immediately Elizabeth was beside herself with joy.  
And she, too, had her own good news to tell.  She, who for so many years had 
been childless, who perhaps had given up hope of having a baby, had similar 
news to share.  Why had she not travelled down from the hill country to tell Mary 
her news first, since she was pregnant first?  Perhaps she was advised not to 
travel, not to risk losing this precious bundle inside her.  So it was that these 
women shared their news, and just at that moment Elizabeth’s child stirred inside 
her, leapt in her womb, and they were filled with joy. 
 

There was something more.  Elizabeth was filled, not only with joy, but with the 
Holy Spirit. And, filled with the Spirit, she gave a loud cry and gave us, if ever we 
should need it, the reason for our exaltation of Mary.  She cried out to her cousin, 
“Of all women you are the most blessed, and blessed is the fruit of your womb.  
Why should I be honored with a visit from the mother of my Lord?”  Suddenly her 
young cousin become the “mother of my Lord”.  And the visit of Mary was an 
honor.  The Elizabeth added, “blessed is she who believed that the promise made 
her by the Lord would be fulfilled”.  It is what Micah the prophet had promised.  A 
savior would be born, in Bethlehem:  “He himself will be peace.”  Mary had 
believed the promise would be fulfilled – and would be fulfilled in her.  That is the 
real secret of Mary:  her faith.  She believed the promise of the Lord  
                                                        Taken from The Living Word 
 

4
th

 Sunday of Advent 

“For behold, when the voice of your greeting came to my ears, the babe in my womb 

leaped for joy.”  (LUKE 1:44) 

When you hear the scripture readings and Gospel reading at Mass, do you “leap for joy?”  

If not, don’t blame the lecturer or priest, rather look inside yourself.  What are you doing 

to grow in friendship with Jesus?  How do you prepare for Mass each week?  Or, do you 

just show up and expect to be entertained?  As the Body of Christ, we are called to be 

active participants, not just passive observers.     

 

 



PARISH NEWS AND EVENTS 
 

Welcome Nola Rose Otto daughter of Brenyn & Ruby who was baptized last weekend.   

May she continue to be filled with grace. 
 

Our Sympathy to the families of Ed Bodnar and Clayton Schlittenhard who were called 

home last week.  May they rest in the love of the Father. 
 

There is a signup sheet for Readers, and EMHC’s for Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, 

New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day Masses is at the back of the church. 
 

Christmas Mass schedule is as follows:  Christmas Eve (Dec 24) 4:00pm and 8:00pm, 

Christmas Day (Dec. 25) 10:30am.  New Year’s Mass schedule is as follows:  New 

Year’s Eve (Dec. 31) 5:00pm and New Year’s Day (Jan. 1) 10:30am 
 

SUNDAY 10:30 MASS IS IN NEED OF EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS & READERS.  We’ve had one 

volunteer to read.  No one has come forward to help distribute Holy Communion.  

Please consider helping.  Let Jackie know by contacting the parish office.  Thank you. 
 

No Eucharistic Adoration Dec. 21st, 22nd, 23rd, 28th, 29th, and 30th. Eucharistic 

Adoration will resume January 4th, 2022. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!! 
 

The annual Christmas Dinner will be on Saturday, December 25
th

 at the St. Alphonsus 

Parish Center starting at 12:00 noon.  Please join us whether you are alone or with many.  

All donations of salads, pies, deserts or your time is greatly appreciated.  For more 

information contact Dennis Horpestad 370-2924 or Carla Horpestad 370-0594 
 

This Advent, discover and choose the things that draw you to the light! Get inspiring daily 

video reflections sent straight to your inbox—for free.  Sign up for the daily emails at 

https://www.dynamiccatholic.com/advent.html.  Taken from Matthew Kelly’s life-changing 

new book, Life Is Messy, each reflection will help you infuse your life with prayer, reading, 

authentic love of self, genuine friendship, beautiful kindness and so much more!  Make this 

your BEST ADVENT EVER and take advantage of the book and emails available to you at 

no cost.   
 

AREA COMMUNAL PENANCE SERVICES:  Grafton, Dec 19 Sunday 4:00 PM  
 

O TANNENBAUM! OH CHRISTMAS TREE!  The tree in the entryway of the church is for 

Family Ornaments.  Place an ornament that represents your family.  The tree will remain 

up until February 2. 
 

WHETHER STAYING CLOSE TO HOME OR ON THE ROAD, WARM WISHES TO ALL FOR A 

MOST BLESSED CHRISTMAS. 
 

SYNOD.  A group of parishioners will meet for the third time this Sunday afternoon to 

discuss Pope Francis’ call for a worldwide Synod in 2023.  We hope to begin discussing 

your responses to the Questionnaire distributed last weekend.  A box to receive your input 

is in the entryway of the church.   

The sheets passed out last weekend had in the top corner the official logo of the 

synodal path.  The French woman who designed it has also explained it. 

A majestic tree, full of wisdom and light, reaches for the sky. It’s a sign of deep 

vitality and hope expressing the cross of Christ. It carries the Eucharist, which shines like 

the sun. The horizontal branches, open like hands or wings, suggesting the Holy Spirit. 

The people of God are on the move, which refers to the meaning of ‘synod’, 

walking together. The people are united by the same common direction the Tree of Life 

breathes into them.  15 silhouettes sum up the entire human family. The bright colors are 

signs of joy. There is no hierarchy between these people who are all on the same footing: 

young, old, men, women, teenagers, children, lay people, religious, parents, couples, 

singles; the bishop and the nun are not in front of them, but among them. Naturally, 

children and adolescents are in the lead, referring to these words of Jesus in the Gospel: I 

praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from 

the wise and learned and revealed them to little children (Mt 11:25). 
 

Adults need vaccines too. Are you up to date on tetanus, shingles or pneumonia 
vaccines?  Call 256-2402 to find out or schedule an appointment. 
 

https://www.dynamiccatholic.com/advent.html

