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SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS for Jan 9
th

    The Baptism of the Lord    

Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11 
 The prophet consoles God’s people who are in exile in Baylon. 

Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7 
          The writer tells us that God has saved us by the cleansing water of rebirth.  

Luke 3:15-16, 21-22 
     At his baptism, Jesus hears the voice of God his Father: 

          “You are my Son, the Beloved; my favor rests on you.” 

WEEKDAY MASSES  January 4 - 7 
  Tues:   5:00 pm    +Mona & Earl Downey 
   Wed:   8:40 am    +Margaret Hiltner 

 Thurs:   5:00 pm    +Sue Schneider 

      Fri: 10:30 am    Osnabrock  +Lyle Lothspeich   (No Public is Allowed) 

WEEKEND MASSES  January 8 – 9 
Sat:           St. Edward’s - Nekoma      NO MASS UNTIL SPRING   
 

                  5:00 pm St. Alphonsus      +Mona & Earl Downey 

                     Reader:               Holly Lyons 

                                   EMHC:                Holly Lyons 
                                    
 Sun:          8:30 am St. Alphonsus      +Sue Schneider & People of the Parishes 

                                  Reader:                Carleen Schill 

                                   EMHC:                 Alan Schill 

                             Musicians:          Bob & Choir 
  

   St. Michael’s – Wales      NO MASS AT WALES TODAY 
 

   10:30 am St. Alphonsus      +Dennis Lyons   

                                   Reader:                Zack Schaefer   

       EMHC:                  Volunteer 

                                   Musicians:           Bob & Choir 
 

                Fellowship Hall Host:   Duane Otto 
 

Fr. Michael Hickin’s cell phone: 701-891-1238   

Website for St. Alphonsus Parish – http://www.stalphonsuslangdon.com/  

Confessions: Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursdays after Mass or  

by appointment  

 

Weekly Reflection for December 26 & Christmas, 2021:   This week’s 

reflection of the parishioner’s relationship with God and with the parish   

 Adult Envelopes        $4,317.00 

 Intentional Givers        $570.00 

 Plate          $879.00  

 Children            $97.00 

 Total       $5,863.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stalphonsuslangdon.com/


The Epiphany of the Lord 
Emily Dickinson’s poem continues, “And sweetest – in the Gale – is heard - / And 
sore must be the storm - / That could abash the little Bird / That kept so many 
warm.” 
 

The journey of the wise men to Bethlehem is a journey made in hope.  These 
men set out to follow a star, seen as a sign of the birth of someone great, making 
the long and arduous journey, probably coming from present-day Iran to Israel.  
This is a pilgrimage of hope.  Surely they must have asked themselves at times if 
this journey into the unknown was wise and worth travelling?  Was it worth 
suffering through the bitter nights, the blazing hot days and many a desert storm, 
just to follow a star?  Only the hope of a better world, and a greater king than the 
ones they already knew, could have kept them going.  Finally they arrived at 
Bethlehem and found the star that they had followed, “halted over the place 
where the child was”.  Today’s Gospel tells us that the star “filled them with 
delight” – delight so great that it brought them to their knees in wonder and in 
worship.  They had what we might call today an “Aha!” moment.  Their hope had 
been given flesh in the most unexpected way, in their finding the tiny Christ child 
with Mary and Joseph.  Hope did not end for the wise men, nor does it end for us, 
in the stable at Bethlehem – for them it was the vision that compelled them to 
journey on, to return to their homes by a different route and allow themselves to 
be transformed by journey.  The birth of a child, which might be described as a 
small, everyday occurrence, had, for them, life-changing effects.  This seemingly 
ordinary event could only be seen as extraordinary with the eyes of hope.   
                                              Taken from The Living Word 
 

The Epiphany of the Lord 

“…They prostrated themselves and did him homage. Then they opened their treasures 

and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.”  (MATTHEW 2:11) 

What gifts do you give to the Lord? Pope St. Gregory said that these three gifts represent 

what we should give God every day. Gold – we should reflect Christ’s wisdom in all our 

relationships. Frankincense – represents our daily prayer and adoration to God. Myrrh – is 

a symbol of our daily sacrifices that we unite with Jesus for the sake of others. 
 

The best way to prevent flu is to get vaccinated, but healthy habits like covering your 

cough and washing your hands often can help stop the spread of germs and prevent 

respiratory illnesses like flu. Learn more about how healthy habits help prevent flu: 

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/disease/spread.htm 
 

CHURCH RENOVATION  As reported earlier, at the beginning of December, the Parish 

Council interviewed and hired an architect, Chris Hawley of Craftwell, Inc.   

Friday, December 17, he visited, and we went up into the attic of the church.  

We discovered some frost on the north side, and especially above the winter chapel; more 

seriously there is a column of ice & snow in the NW corner about 2’ long and 6-8” in 

diameter.  When the work was inspected and signed off on, it was a beautiful day in June.  

December tells a different picture. 

Late January, we will have a Zoom meeting with Mr. Hawley with a full report 

on his findings.  He will then begin to lay out a plan for future improvements/work. The 

short version is that we need to do some spray foam insulation in a number of locations to 

remedy the ice melt/damming and thermal bridging/penetrations.  We will also have to 

look at the intersection of the apse roof and sanctuary side wall, where there may be 

something bigger than what we were able to see from the attic. 
 

THE BETHLEHEM STAR  Br. Guy Consolmagno, SJ, an astronomer and the director of 

the Vatican Observatory, addresses the question “Can science explain the mystery of the 

Star of Bethlehem?” in an article at the Evening Standard. He highlights several theories 

before concluding: 

Actually, to me the most astonishing part of the story of the Magi is not that they 

would predict the birth of a king from the positions of the planets; any fortune teller could 

have done that kind of calculation. Nor is it that they’d pull up roots and travel afar to 

find out if they were right; we astronomers do that all the time. Instead, it’s that they 

would be able and willing to recognize the king they were seeking in the child they found 

in a manger.   

Are we able and willing to recognize the Child in the manger? 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/disease/spread.htm


PARISH NEWS AND EVENTS 
 

Welcome Elizabeth Cecelia Simpson daughter of Eric & Donna who was baptized last  

weekend. May she continue to be filled with grace. 
 

ABSENT PASTOR  I will be going to Washington, D.C. & Baltimore January 13-21.  Fr. 

Kyle Metzger will be the substitute priest for January 15-16. 
 

Lector & EMHC Schedules are in the sacristy.  Please take your copy; they will not  

be mailed out. 
 

Catholic Daughters Meeting on Monday, January 3
 
at 7:00pm in the cafeteria. 

 

Knights of Columbus Breakfast on Sunday, January 9 from 9:00am – Noon serving 

Pancakes, Sausage & French Toast.  Everyone welcome   Proceeds go to Cavalier County 

Friends for Life 
 

Altar Society meeting on Tuesday, January 11 at 6:00pm in the fellowship hall.  All new 

circle leaders should attend.  We will be reading the Constitution. 
 

Eucharistic Adoration will resume January 4th, 2022. Happy New Year!! 
 

Christmas Dinner was a huge success again this year.  We would like to thank everyone 

who donated the turkeys, ham, salads and pies.  Thank you to all who were so kind to 

donate their time to help us serve the meal and clean up afterwards also a special thanks 

to Linda Kempel for her talent of decorating the tables, they looked so nice. 

     God Bless all of you Dennis, Carla & Travis 
 

N.E.T.  – THE NEW EVANGELIZATION TEAM.  For the past 40 years, NET Ministries has trained 

over 3,000 young adults in how to proclaim the Gospel.  This year, 148 young adults from all 

across the U.S.A., split into 14 teams, to answer the call to mission.  While serving on a NET team 

for 9months, missionaries, ages 18-28, lead transformative retreats and personal discipleship 

groups in over 110 dioceses.   

            Tuesday, January 11, a NET Team is coming to Langdon.  They’ll join us for 5:00pm 

Mass, then work with our Youth, grades 7-12, until about 8:00pm.  We have local families offering 

to host them for the night.                 Spread the word!  All local parishes invited to participate. 

 

SYNOD 2023 – this 2-year process of consultation of ordinary faithful aims to revitalize the Catholic 

Church. It’s a communal process of praying, sharing, listening and reflecting.  The word ‘synod’ 

goes back to Christianity’s origin, meaning ‘on the road together’.  
In certain places in the Church the work is intense. 

For instance, Sr. Donna Ciangio, chancellor of the archdiocese of Newark, NJ and 

coordinator of synod events, has been combing the archdiocese stiffing up conversations and 

forming leaders to host engaging conversations.  “I feel excited in a lot of ways about the 

enthusiasm in the parishes where people have lots of questions.” 

Some news reports say many women around the world fear that, despite promises, their 

voices will not be heard. 

The synod process aims to promote what Pope Francis calls a “synodal church” where all 

the baptized listen to each other, participate and share responsibility for its unity and mission.  This 

is a call for change, and change can bring fear, said Xavière Missionary Sister Nathalie Becquart, 

whom Pope Francis has appointed as undersecretary of the Synod of Bishops. 

Catholic women, Sister Becquart said, need to encourage and support one another for the 

realization of “the church we dream about,” one that is “truly inclusive,” that promotes 

collaboration and listens to the Holy Spirit. 

Leadership in a synodal church must be ‘servant leadership’ shared by women and men, 

she said.  Susan Pascoe, chair of Catholic Emergency Relief Australia and a member of the 

Vatican’s team guiding the Synod, said Pope Francis has issued an “authorization” for participation 

by “all the people of God: women, men, everybody, those who feel they’ve been excluded.  Be as 

creative as you want. Make your voice heard.” 

What is heard in parishes and dioceses will be synthesized and passed to the national 

bishops’ conferences where a national report will be prepared for the general secretariat of the 

synod, she said. 

What the results will be, we cannot know ahead of time. 

Fr. Bob Bonnot, a priest from the Diocese of Youngstown, Ohio, will be giving our 

annual Lenten Retreat.  Fr. Bonnot is preparing a message of encouragement about the Synod 

process. 

Reminder, please pray over your Questionnaire sheets.  Place your answers in the 

designated box in the Fellowship Hall.  Extra blank sheets also available at the same location.  Our 

Synod small group meets again on Sunday, January 9. 

 


