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SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS for April 3
rd

   Fifth Sunday of Lent    

Isaiah 43:16-21 
 “Put the past behind you,” What do you need to forget? 

 As you drink water today, pray in thanks to God for this resource. 

Philippians 3:8.14 
          Do you believe, in faith, that you have been justified, forgiven, by Christ? 

          Do you have your sights set on the goal, the prize, of eternal life in Christ? 

John 8:1-11 
     For what sins do you need Jesus to say, “I forgive you; go and sin no more?” 

          Is there someone you have condemned or “stoned,” and needs your forgiveness? 

WEEKDAY MASSES  March 29 – April 1 
  Tues:   5:00 pm    +Dennis Lyons 
   Wed:   8:40 am    School Mass  +Mac & Jerry Machacek  

 Thurs:   5:00 pm    +Robert Lebrun 

      Fri: 10:30 am    Osnabrock  +Eddie Benoit        (No Public is Allowed) 

WEEKEND MASSES  April 2 - 3 
Sat:           St. Edward’s - Nekoma      NO MASS UNTIL SPRING   
 

                  5:00 pm St. Alphonsus      +Rick Lupien 

                     Reader:               Colin Fetsch 

                                   EMHC:                Bernadette Fetsch 
                                    
 Sun:          8:30 am St. Alphonsus      In Honor of Daryl & Linda Kempel & People of the  

                                  Reader:                Darlene Brooks                                      Parishes 

                                   EMHC:                 Bill Brooks 

                             Musicians:          Bob & Choir 
  

   St. Michael’s – Wales      NO MASS AT WALES TODAY 
 

   10:30 am St. Alphonsus      +Bev Otto  

                                   Reader:                Judy Draffin          

       EMHC:                  Volunteer 

                                   Musicians:           Bob & Choir 
 

                Fellowship Hall Host:   Duane Otto 
 

Fr. Michael Hickin’s cell phone: 701-891-1238   

Website for St. Alphonsus Parish – http://www.stalphonsuslangdon.com/  

Confessions: Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursdays after Mass or  

by appointment  

 

Weekly Reflection for March 20, 2022:   This week’s reflection of the 

parishioner’s relationship with God and with the parish   

 Adult Envelopes        $4,520.00 

 Intentional Givers     $3,408.67 

 Plate          $276.00  

 Children            $48.84 

 Total       $8,253.51 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stalphonsuslangdon.com/


Fourth Sunday of Lent 
     What comes first, justice or mercy?  You might think that mercy comes first 
because you have to do something wrong before you can be shown mercy. That 
might be true for people, but it is not true for God.  That is because God always 
knows what God intends to do.  So even in God’s creating us there is a sort of 
mercy, which was what St. Thomas Aquinas thought.  Mercy is the desire for the 
happiness of someone else.  No one is made by God to be unhappy, but we have 
our choices.  Justice is, therefore, never a final end, but people get stuck with 
justice because they won’t accept mercy. 
     The story of the prodigal son is a parable about mercy, but it is not a human 
mercy.  Human mercy needs something to forgive, whereas God does not.  
Human mercy also comes from our own sinfulness, which is not the case with 
God.  God’s mercy comes into this world as forgiveness, but that is down to us 
and our human behavior.  God does not need us to sin in order to show us love.  
So in the parable the elder son is loved perfectly by the father but somehow has 
lost sight of that.  It is interesting that some of the words of the father to the elder 
son are very similar to the words of Jesus to his heavenly Father in the Gospel of 
St. John.  The words of the father to the elder son in the parable, “you are with 
me always and all I have is yours”, can be compared to Jesus’ words to the 
Father in the Gospel of St. John, “all I have is yours and all you have is mine”.  
The mercy of God is the love of the persons of the Trinity for each other, shared 
with humanity.  Mercy is the most godlike of all virtues.  Taken from The Living Word 
 

4
th

 Sunday of Lent 

“No longer was there manna for the Israelites, who that year ate of the yield of the land 

of Canaan.”   (JOSHUA 5:12) 

Over the forty years that the Israelites journeyed through the desert, God provided them 

with manna to eat. As soon as they were able to enjoy the fruits of the Promised Land the 

manna ceased. Likewise, God’s blessings to us may change over the years but it is 

important to trust that God will always provide us with all that we need.   
 

Babies need shots at age 2 months, 4 months, 6 months, 1 year and 18 months to be 

protected from 14 serious childhood diseases. Call 256-2402 to make sure your baby is up 

to date or schedule an appointment. 
 

LENTEN SERVICES WITH THE MINISTERIAL ASSOCIATION.  All Services Start at 7:00pm with fellowship 
and refreshments to follow. 
This Sunday, March 27: St. Alphonsus Catholic Church.  We will be praying the Way of the 
Cross in solidarity with the people of Ukraine. 
April 6: New Hope Fellowship                                              April 13: Emmanuel Evangelical 

At each of these gatherings a collection is taken up.  This is the only fund raiser of 
the Ministerial Association.  With these monies, we help transients with gas, a night’s stay, 
other necessities, and sometimes water or electric bills.  If you are unable to be present, we 
will have envelopes labeled “Lenten Offering” available in the church entryway for your 
contribution.  “Whatever you did to the least of my brethren, you did it to me.” 
 

COMMUNAL PENANCE SERVICES IN THE AREA: 
Pisek, Sun, Mar 27, 12 Noon ; Walhalla, Sun, Apr 3, 3pm; Langdon, Thu, Apr 7, 5:30pm. 

Some folks struggle to go to Confession. Is it possible that part of our reluctance 
stems from it seeming too good/too easy to be true?   

‘Really?  I just tell a priest my sins and God forgives me?’  
Maybe you can relate to Naaman from the Book of Kings.  He’s commander of 

the Syrian army, “but valiant as he was, the man was a leper.” A young girl from Israel, 
captured in a raid and servant to Naaman’s wife, tells her captors about a prophet who 
can cure Naaman’s leprosy. Naaman journeys to Israel. Elisha tells him to “wash seven 
times in the Jordan” and he will be healed. Naaman gets huffy.  ‘If all I had to do was 
take a bath, I’d have stayed home.’ But his servants convince him, ‘My father, if the 
prophet had told you to do something extraordinary, would you not have done it?’ 

Would I be more willing to confess if it required something extraordinary?  
Open up to God’s mercy.  Don’t hold it against God if it’s totally free and easy.  

Maybe God’s teaching you that there’s someone in your life to forgive—and that they 
don’t have to jump through hoops and pay a big price to get it.  The price has been 
paid.  Jesus already picked up that check. 
 

COVID-19 Home Test Kits, available at the Parish Business Office.  



PARISH NEWS AND EVENTS 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS, FRIDAY, 7:00PM.  Clarence Enzler’s Everyone’s Way of the Cross is a 
simple dialogue between Christ and his disciple, whom he calls, “my other self”.  Jesus 
invites his followers to carry on his unfinished business: bearing the weight of the Cross 
(that is, the Love that changes suffering and evil into Glory).  Please join us. 
 

Altar Society meeting on Tuesday, April 12 at 6:00pm in the fellowship hall.   
 

Is God calling you to a new ministry in your life?  Would you be interested in service to 

the grieving?  We are in need of one or two people to lead the funeral circle starting 

immediately.  You would be the contact person for the family for the lunch provided after 

a funeral.  Bars are provided by the circles and the funeral circle ladies will help with the 

serving.  Your job would be to coordinate the food, which would include calling the 

workers and also calling Diane to line up bars.  Taking this position would free you from 

any other obligations for the Altar Society.  Please call Lisa Howatt if interested-256-3757 
 

Knights of Columbus will have a Fish Fry every Friday during lent.  Serving from 
5:00 – 7:00pm in the cafeteria.  Prices:  Adults-$13.00, Children 6-12 $7.00, 
Children 5 & under free. Everyone welcome 
 

Home Delivered Meal delivering, If anyone is interested in helping out, there are several 

weeks in March open.  Please call Karrie or Chris at 256-2828 and we can answer any 

questions or schedule you for some times. 
 

Fellowship Hall Cleaning for March - 26 – Lori Benoit & Heather Rime 
 

Kindergarten registration is open. Kindergarten Round Up will be Tuesday April 26 

12:30-3:00pm.  Please contact Carrie Hope for more information at 256-2354 or 

carrie.hope@k12.nd.us 
 

Cavalier County Friends for Life 2022 memberships are now due. Dues are $10 and 

can be dropped in the donation boxes at the entries of the church or mailed to Duane Otto, 

Treasurer, 1114 5th St., Langdon, ND 58249.  Thanks for your continued support! 
 

CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES. Our second collection for the people of Ukraine raised 

$5,375.  Thank you for your generosity.  It is an honor to reach with you a hand across the 

miles to these poor and hurting people.  Join us for prayer Sunday evening (see below) for 

the victims of this senseless massacre. 
 

RCIA.  Please accompany our candidates (Confirmation and Holy Eucharist) and 

catechumens (Baptism, Confirmation, Holy Euch) with your prayers.  They will be 

received into the Church at the Easter Vigil.  This Wednesday will be our 10
th

 meeting in 

preparation for this important step in their walk with the Lord. 
 

MASS TIMES.  Full results of our brief survey last month will be discussed at our next 

Parish Council Mtg (Mar 29).  No changes will happen before Easter.  The Totals are: 

Q:  Are you in favor of 9:30AM Mass on Sunday mornings?  A: Yes – 110; No – 57. 

Q:  Would you support/attend a 5:00PM Sunday evening Mass? A:Yes– 63; No–110. 
 

CONSECRATING RUSSIA & UKRAINE TO MARY. Pope Francis consecrated Russia and 

Ukraine to the Immaculate Heart of Mary last Friday, March 25 in St. Peter’s at the 

Vatican.  He invited all bishops and priests to join him in this act of consecration.  We 

offered the Prayer of Consecration Thursday evening at our vigil Mass of the Solemnity 

of the Annunciation.   

Let us all pray to our Blessed Mother for peace in Russia and Ukraine, and for 

the reign of Christ throughout the world. 

                The consecration prayer is quite lengthy.  I will leave a copy in the front and 

back pews of the church for a few weeks for those who wish to pray the consecration 

during a visit to the church. 

Donations for Easter Flowers can be made by filling out the below form and 
may be placed in the collection marked “flowers” or brought to the parish office by 
Wednesday, April 6

th
.  Thank You.    

In Memory of/honor of ________________________________________  

 

From ______________________________________________________ 

mailto:carrie.hope@k12.nd.us

