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SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS for May 22nd   Sixth Sunday of Easter   

Acts of the Apostles 15:1-2, 22-29 
 What arguments are disturbing your peace of mind? 

 Seek the help of the Holy Spirit to reach a resolution of your conflicts. 

Revelation 21:10-14, 22-23 
          Imagine your vision of the "heavenly city." 

          Imagine your meeting with Jesus, the Lamb, in heaven. 

John 14:23-29 
     Do you love Jesus?  Keep his words?  Seek instruction from the Holy Spirit. 

          Pray for another person, to be filled with love of Christ and receive his peace. 

WEEKDAY MASSES  May 24 - 27 
  Tues:   5:00 pm    Living & Deceased Members of Eddie Perius Family 

   Wed:   8:40 am    School Mass   +Justin Kruk & +Dennis Lyons 

 Thurs:   5:00 pm    Living & Deceased Members of Kip & Bernice Sillers Family 

      Fri: 10:30 am    Osnabrock   +Ed Bodnar     (No Public is Allowed) 

WEEKEND MASSES  May 28 - 29 
Sat:           5:00 pm St. Edward’s - Nekoma      +Vivian Crawford 
 

                  7:30 pm St. Alphonsus      +Lyle Lothspeich & People of the Parishes  

                     Reader:               Nancy Kram 

                                   EMHC:                Carol Hoffarth 
                                    
 Sun:          9:30 am St. Alphonsus      +Sue Schneider & Living & Deceased Members  

                                  Reader:                Jackie Thom                      of Hans Sten Family 

                                   EMHC:                 Darlene Brooks 

                             Musicians:          Bob & Choir 
  

                Fellowship Hall Host:   Duane Otto 
 

Fr. Michael Hickin’s cell phone: 701-891-1238   

Website for St. Alphonsus Parish – http://www.stalphonsuslangdon.com/  

Confessions: Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursdays after Mass or  

by appointment  

 

Weekly Reflection for May 15, 2022:   This week’s reflection of the 

parishioner’s relationship with God and with the parish   

 Adult Envelopes        $2,183.00 

 Intentional Givers     $2,683.67 

 Plate          $299.00  

 Children            $21.72 

 Total       $5,187.39 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please prayer for the following people of our parish/community: 
 

Doug Bodnar, Michael Dyck, Bernie Peterson, Jared Ryan, 

Lorraine Rude & Jan Wild 

 

http://www.stalphonsuslangdon.com/


Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Today's readings all contain teaching for us as individuals, but much more for us 
as the body of Christ in the world.  The early Church struggled to discern between 
true and false teaching and to preserve the community from all attempts to divert 
attention from Jesus' unequivocal teaching about welcoming sinners into the 
kingdom.  While it is important that we continue to discern where we are being led 
in Spirit and truth, Pope Francis has been equally unequivocal in his insistence 
that we cannot turn the Church into a private members' club, where those on the 
inside wear their virtue like a medal.  In the early Church, sinners would be 
excluded from the community for years, their penitent status obvious for all to 
see.  Every attempt we make to separate those we consider sinners from 
participation in the gathered community is similar in spirit to this excluding 
attitude. 
 

The first reading, from Acts, gives us an illustration of this.  It tells of an argument 
in the early Church about whether those who were not of the Jewish faith should 
have strict rules about membership imposed upon them.  This quarrel about 
admitting pagans to the early Church is the first of many attempts throughout the 
Church's history to control and excluded access to grace.  We see it today in 
arguments about admittance to the sacraments.  The Church is a field hospital, 
not a fortress.  The sacraments are medicine for those who are sick, not a reward 
for those who are virtuous.  We are called to the freedom of the children of God, 
but we repeatedly prefer the security of slavery to the responsibility that comes 
with such freedom.                                    Taken from The Living Word 
 

6
th

 Sunday of Easter 

“…Do not let your hearts be troubled or afraid.”  (JOHN 14:27) 

Our limited human understanding cannot begin to understand the immense power of God.  

Instead of trusting in God, we often think we can control every outcome. Do you want to 

make God laugh? Tell Him your plans. The next time worry, anxiety or fear creeps in, 

thank God for all He has given you and trust that He has a better plan for you. Make God 

your first choice and not your last resort.  
 

Can you name all 14 diseases that childhood vaccines protect against? Visit CDC’s 

vaccine website for parents to learn about these diseases, their symptoms, and how they 

are spread: https://go.usa.gov/xEsAk 
 

Congratulations Third Graders on your 
Confirmation and First Holy Communion. 

Terner Askvig       Paizleigh Ratzlaff 
Devin Finnson          Gunner Simpson 
Chiles Karsky               Reid Spanier 
Noah Nelson             Aria Olson               Jenna Wild 
 

Fellowship Hall Cleaning for May – 20 – Bonnie Hell & Lia Olson; 27 – Megan 

Overby & Julie Regner 

 

Mothers and daughters invited to Mother-Daughter Days in Hankinson 

The Franciscan Sisters of Dillingen invite you to their 2022 Mother-Daughter Days at St. 
Francis Convent in Hankinson. There will be two sessions offered this summer: June 19–
21 and July 21–23. Come spend time listening to Jesus, getting to know the Franciscan 
Sisters, praying with the Sisters, and meeting others pursuing a closer relationship with 
Jesus. To register, call or text Sister Jean Louise at (701) 208-1245. Participation is 
limited. 
 

Free COVID-19 Home Test Kits, available at the Parish Business Office.  
 

Do you want to grow closer to God? Do you want to meet other like-minded young 

adults? Do you need a “retreat” from the world around you? Experience God in a 

personal and real way.  SEARCH for Christian Maturity has a retreat coming up April 

29th to May 1st at Maryvale Convent in Valley City. Youth and young adults, 16 and 

older are invited to attend. Details and application at 

https://www.fargodiocese.org/search4cm or call Dori at 952-210-2219. Applications are 

due no later than Monday, April 11th. 
 

https://go.usa.gov/xEsAk
https://www.fargodiocese.org/search4cm


PARISH NEWS AND EVENTS 

 

WELCOME BISHOP FOLDA!  Our parish is honored to have Bishop Folda visit us.  He 

will confirm our children and give them their First Holy Communion.   
 

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS - St. Alphonsus Parish and School is looking for applicants 

for the position of Office Manager. Contact Fr. Michael at 701-891-1238 or Carrie Hope 

at 701-256-2354 to apply. Interviews will begin the first week of June.  Work will begin 

in the first part of July.  We are also looking for a Cook during the school year.   
 

Wreaths and Flowers may be placed at Calvary Cemetery in Langdon, Our Lady 
of Mt. Carmel in Mt. Carmel, St. Edward’s Cemetery in Nekoma and St. Michael’s 
Cemetery in Wales from Sunday, May 15

th
 through Sunday, June 5

th
  

 

DEAR HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2022,   

What a privilege to honor you this week. Your parish family wishes to send you 

forth with a humble gift, a small Cross.  A medal of St. Benedict is imbedded in this 

Cross, which deserves an explanation. 

When Benedict was a young man, he fled into the wilderness, and for a time a 

raven brought him bread.  Later, when he had formed a community, a jealous priest 

attempted to poison him, but when the saint made the sign of the Cross over the cup, it 

shattered.  The cup symbolizes the dangers we have to work through in life; the raven 

symbolizes God’s providential kindness – kind of like Psalm 23 we meditated on at your 

Baccalaureate. 

The medal is peppered with initials that spell out prayers used to dispel an evil 

presence, echoed in the story about the poison.  There’s a small card that comes with your 

Cross explaining most of these initials, but here’s another explanation. 

HEADS (FRONT OF THE CROSS): Initials on the interior Cross in the center 

summarize the poisoning story: C. S. S. M. L. - N. D. S. M. D. stands for Crux Sacra Sit 

Mihi Lux (The Holy Cross be my light) - Non Draco Sit Mihi Dux (Don’t let the dragon 

be my guide) 

Circles by the four corners of the Cross: C S P B stand for Crux Sancti Patris 

Benedicti (Cross of the Holy Father Benedict) 

Initials around the perimeter: V R S N S M V - S M Q L I V B stand for Vade 

Retro Satana, Nunquam Suade Mihi Vana—Sunt Mala Quae Libas, Ipse Venena Bibas 

(Get behind 
[me]

, Satan, don’t try to persuade me with your vanities—what you offer is 

bad, drink your own poison) 

At the top: Pax (Peace)  

TAILS (BACK OF THE CROSS): St. Benedict holds the Cross and a book, the Rule 

he wrote for his monasteries; a poisoned cup to his right and a raven to his left.  Above 

the chalice and the raven in the center, on either side of St Benedict: Crux Sancti Patris 

Benedicti (Cross of the Holy Father Benedict) 

Words around the perimeter of the medal: Ejus in obitu nro praesentia 

muniamur (May we be fortified by his presence at our passing). 
 

THANK YOU RON BARTA for making nearly 200 crosses for our gardens and fields in 

honor of the May 15 Feast of Sts. Isidore & Maria, patron saints of farm families. 
 

GOD’S GIFT APPEAL provides more than 50% of the annual funding for more than 40 

different ministries throughout the diocese. It’s an opportunity for each Catholic 

household to help further the mission of the Church. 

       Langdon, St. Alphonsus 107 of our 336 households have reached 92.58% of our goal. 

       Nekoma, St. Edward 5 of our 25 households have reached 40.23% of our goal. 

       Our gifts, even modest ones, give evidence of our belonging to the larger diocesan 

family shepherded by Bishop Folda, successor of the Apostles and our vital link to the 

worldwide Flock of Christ. 
 

PRAYER FOR FAIR WEATHER. Eternal Father, maker of heaven and earth, we praise your 

power and thank you for the wonders of life. Bless our land and make it fruitful.  Look 

upon our work this season, and grant that FAIR WEATHER may allow us to put in the crop  

and bring home a harvest  that the world’s people might have food and our labors might 

reflect your loving care for all.  Amen. 
 

Kindergarten registration is open. Please contact Carrie Hope for more information at 

256-2354 or carrie.hope@k12.nd.us 

 

mailto:carrie.hope@k12.nd.us

