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SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS for June 12th    The Most Holy Trinity   

Proverbs 8:22-31 
 Appreciate the Wisdom of the way God has fashioned the universe. 

 Delight in the Wisdom which God has shared with you as an intelligent being. 

Romans 5:1-5 
          Pray, in faith, that you may receive God's justification and peace. 

          Pray for endurance, tested virtue, and hope in your afflictions. 

John 16:12-15 
     Are you asking the Holy Spirit to show you what is right and true?  

          Pray for the Church, to give Spirit-led teachings in today's moral issues. 

WEEKDAY MASSES  June 14 - 17 
 Tues:   5:00 pm    +Lyle Lothspeich & In Honor of Jeff & Jackie Kram 

  Wed:   8:40 am  +Sue Schneider & Living & Deceased Members of Marvin & Bernadine 

Thurs:   5:00 pm    +Richard Lorenz & +Emil & Rose Lorenz                   Mikkelsen Family 

     Fri: 10:30 am    Maple Manor   +Rallan Beck & +Gerry Waltz  (No Public is Allowed) 

WEEKEND MASSES  June 18 - 19 
Sat:           5:00 pm St. Edward’s - Nekoma      Prayers for Mike Petri 
 

                  7:30 pm St. Alphonsus      +George, Shirley & Terry Kram & People of    

                     Reader:               Michael Nuebert                   the Parishes 

                                   EMHC:                Holly Lyons 
                                    
 Sun:          9:30 am St. Alphonsus      +Rallan Beck & +Frank & Lucy Agnes 

                                  Reader:                Judy Draffin 

                                   EMHC:                 Darlene Rutledge 

                             Musicians:          Bob & Choir 
  

                Fellowship Hall Host:   Dennis & Diane Schill 
 

Fr. Michael Hickin’s cell phone: 701-891-1238   

Website for St. Alphonsus Parish – http://www.stalphonsuslangdon.com/  

Confessions: Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursdays after Mass or  

by appointment  

 

Weekly Reflection for June 5, 2022:   This week’s reflection of the 

parishioner’s relationship with God and with the parish   

 Adult Envelopes        $3,207.00 

 Intentional Givers     $2,660.00 

 Plate          $256.00  

 Children            $19.00 

 Total       $6,142.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please prayer for the following people of our parish/community: 
 

Doug Bodnar, Michael Dyck, Megan Hursman, Bernie Peterson, 

Jared Ryan, Lorraine Rude & Jan Wild 

 

http://www.stalphonsuslangdon.com/


The Most Holy Trinity 
When we come to think about the Blessed Trinity, we are faced with three 
Persons:  Father, Son and Spirit.  The first two are masculine in grammatical 
gender, so the appropriate pronoun for each is “he”.  The Spirit is actually neuter 
in the text of the New Testament, so the correct reference would be to “it”; but this 
is hardly a respectful way to talk about the third Person of the Trinity, so usually 
the pronoun used is “he”.  So we have two masculine words and one neuter term.  
There is, therefore, often no feminine aspect suggested in our language or 
vocabulary about the God we believe in.  This lack of a feminine perspective 
seems to be at odds with the thinking of the Bible.  The opening chapter of the 
book of Genesis tells us that God created human beings “in the image of God”; 
and, just in case we missed the point the author is making, we are then told that 
God created them “male and female”.  The point is that, according to Genesis, 
women are just as much the image of God as are men. 
 

The readings from Proverbs presents the figure of Wisdom as God’s companion, 
God’s helper or instrument, in the work of creation:  in the Old Testament, the 
figure of Wisdom is typically presented as female.  This is the figure that the 
evangelist John presents as “the Word” in the Prologue to his Gospel and applies 
to the person of Jesus.  It is through the Word that God creates, communicates 
with human beings and invites them into relationship:  it is their decision whether 
they accept or not.          Taken from The Living Word 
 

The Most Holy Trinity Sunday 

“But when he comes, the Spirit of truth, he will guide you to all truth...”  (JOHN 16:13) 

Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to help us know and live the truth. To prepare ourselves, we 

need to open our hearts to receive this gift before we can give it. Develop a daily prayer 

routine. Talk and listen to the Holy Spirit. This is best done in silence, when we can hear 

His response.  
 

Before there was a vaccine, mumps was the leading cause for viral encephalitis (swelling 

of the brain) and sudden hearing loss in the United States. National Infant Immunization 

Week is a great time to learn more about protecting your child from mumps: 

https://go.usa.gov/xEssU 
 

TRINITY SUNDAY.  “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 

When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth.”  So opens today’s 

Gospel. 

Over the following years, the Spirit would guide Jesus’ followers into the truth of 

God’s Tri-Unity, the Trinity.  Through a series of controversies in the 3
rd

 through 5
th
 centuries 

the Church’s faith in the Trinity got clarified.   

First lesson, God is patient.  Second lesson, we catch on only gradually.  Third 

lesson, we should be as patient with God-with one another-with ourselves, as God is with us. 

Jesus invites his followers to love a Mystery, a personal Mystery, a God who is 

close, good and tender.   

Jesus wants us to have a familiarity with God.  To capture this ‘family’ closeness, 

Jesus refers to this wonderful Source of Mystery as Father.  What characterizes the Father is 

neither power nor threat.  This God is sheer, pure goodness, mercy, and inexhaustible 

patience.   

It is precisely about this Reality that St Paul says, “the love of God has been poured 

into our hearts.” 

When we teach a child to make the Sign of the Cross, a Torch is passed, a whole 

tradition rooted in their Baptism begins to sprout. 

Tradition is not a museum where we preserve old things we don’t use anymore.  

Tradition is a root system that guarantees a tree’s survival. 

Mysteries escape comprehension, but we hint at them through images.  This is where 

poetry comes to our aid.  Christine McVie wrote a message that captures our inner propensity 

to stay on the growth path: 

If you wake up and don’t want to smile 

If it takes just a little while 

Open your eyes and look at the day 

You’ll see things in a different way 

Don’t stop thinking about tomorrow 

Don’t stop, it’ll soon be here 

It’ll be better than before 

Yesterday’s gone, yesterday’s gone. 

Continued on page 3 
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OFFICE HOURS: The week starting June 13
th

 – Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and 

Thursday 8:00am – 12:00pm. 
 

Our Sympathy to the family of Dale Stremick who was called home last week.  May he 

rest in the love of the Father. 
 

We are in need of volunteers to serve as co-chairs for the Altar Society and to chair the 

fall supper, starting in 2023.  In the past years, the Altar Society chairs have also taken 

care of the fall supper, but the duties could be separated if someone steps up for the 

positions.  We would like to have someone in place prior to this year’s fall supper as it 

would be good to shadow the process for the supper this year to get an idea of what it 

entails.   If interested or you have questions, please call Lisa Howatt at 256-3757 or Bev 

Metzger at 256-5803. 
 

Father’s Day Breakfast – Cavalier County Museum in Dresden on Sunday, June 19
th

 from 

8:30am – 1:00pm.  Serving Pancakes, Hickory Hut Sausage, French Toast, Hash Browns, 

Coffee & Juice.  Free will offering.   All are welcome 
 

TRANSITION.  As announced last weekend, Fr. Kurt Gunwall and I will be swapping 

parish assignments.  Your new pastor will arrive on June 29.  I already had a vacation 

planned, June 19-29, going to a conference in Baltimore then on to Ohio to celebrate my 

Parents 60
th

 anniversary. 

            This is my final full weekend.  Next weekend, I will only be presiding at the 

Saturday evening Masses.  Fr. Bill McDermott will take next Sunday morning’s Mass, as 

was arranged many weeks ago. 

            When I return June 29, I will report to Mooreton (St Anthony) and Mantador (Sts 

Peter & Paul), Richland County, west and south of Wahpeton. 
 

BUILDING PROJECT.  Rightly so, many wonder where things stand regarding the 

renovation we have planned.  Mr. Chris Hawley of Craftwell Architecture & 

Construction, whom we hired to guide our work, plans to speak to the congregation after 

Mass this Sunday morning, June 12. 

            This summer we are scheduled to replace the front steps and insulate the attic, 

then in 2023 to do the interior of the church.  As Chris said from the beginning, “We need 

to seal the envelope.” 

            Throughout this past winter, we had at least four instances of infiltration of 

moisture.  The work done 2018-19 was inspected when I first arrived in the summer of 

2020.  June tells a different story than December.  Chris and I went into the attic 

December, 2021 and found places of ice build-up in the attic.  There were also occasions 

through the winter of water coming down the walls or dripping onto the pews, especially 

serious in the choir loft. 

            We should be very grateful we did not proceed in haste to paint our interior.  It 

would have lasted less than a year.  Chris will ensure that what is done to this historic 

church is done right.   
 

Continued from page 2 
If it kicks up a little tune in your head, that would be the work of Fleetwood Mac (1977, 

Rumours). 

This work of not clinging too terribly to the past because ‘the best is yet to come’ belongs 

to Wisdom, who shows up in our first reading today, Proverbs chap 8. 

She is my farewell gift to you. 

Wisdom is God’s partner from the Beginning.  She keeps us grounded in Reality, but 

ever reaching for More. 

Jesus had way-More to teach his disciples, and I’ve got so much More to learn.  I have 

enjoyed doing that with you—journeying, learning, growing.  You were just breaking me in. 

Every pastor connects differently with the flock.  You’re there to serve all, but some ties 

are stronger than others.  Then the next pastor is different and those ties shift.  Overall, those 

changes are healthy, but they also hurt. 

For any who desire to keep the ties alive, I’m happy to stay in touch.  We can still grow 

together.  But all passes.  God remains.  The ties that incorporate us into this Mystery-Tree endure.  

This is why we “don’t stop thinking about tomorrow….”  Tomorrow belongs to the Tree. 

“Adopt the pace of Nature‘Wisdom’: her secret is patience” Ralph Waldo Emerson.  I would 

only add, she learned that from God. 
 

Fellowship Hall Cleaning for June – 17 – Andrea Lorenz & Whitney Bachman; 24 – Sarah 

Pritchard & Rachel Schaefer 
 

Langdon Presbyterian Church Salad Luncheon on Wednesday, June 22nd at Noon in the church 

fellowship hall, $10.00 per person.  Entertainment and silent auction. 


